Chapter VII

IN THE STERRA MADRE MOUNTAINS

1. General: (See Fig 11)

Concentration of the 6th Infantry Division (less 1lst RCT) in
the NOVALICHES area was completed on 18 February. Provisions were
made for the Division to relieve the 2d Cavalry Brigade (lst Cavalry
Division), after which the 20th and 63rd Infantry Regiments would seize
and outpost a line running from East of the NOVALICHES reservoir
generally North along the high ground to SAN JOSE, protecting the vital
MANILA water supply system from the NOVALICHES DAM to BALARA FILTERS,
and destroying all enemy elements in the Division zone. Reconnaissance
would be initiated to the Zast, preparatory to further advances on
Division order. The Division was reinforced by Company "(¢", 85th
Chemical Battalion, and by the 112th RCT (less Troop "g"), which would
continue its present mission of securing the line of communications
from CABANATUAN to DULO and reconnoiter in the IPO ~ NORZAGARY area.

2. February 20-23:

Relief of elements of the 2d Cavalry Brigade was completed
by noon 20 February, and while patrols combed the NOVALICHES area,
preparations were completed for an advance to the East on the 24th,
to develop the enecmy positions in the ViAWA area. The purpose of this
advance was to determine where the main effort of not only the Division,
but alsc of the Corps in this sector would be made.

The 20th Infantry was to secure the high groumd Bast of
MARIQUINA, and then attack North to seize the line MT MATABA - MT
PACAWAGAN. On the 22d and 23d of February the 20th Infentry crossed
the MARIQUINA RIVER in force end occupied the high ground 4000 yards
to the East, consolidating positions with the 1st Battalion on the left
and the 24 Battalion on the right., The Zd Battalion continued to secure
BALARA FILTERS. In support of this advance, 8 P-40's bombed and
strafed enemy artillery positions and motor pool areas in the hills to
the Eest. Several Jap trucks were set on fire.

The 63rd Infentryv was to secure SAN MATEO and assemble the 24
Battalion on the high ground Northwest of MONTALBAN, prior to an attack
on the 24th to seize the town and the high ground to the Northeast.

In carrying out these orders, the lst Battalion, 63rd Infantry mopped
up slight enemy resistance in SAN MaTEO end dispatched patrols North
along the MARIQUINA RIVER to SAW JOSE, and North along the highway
toward MONTALBAN. The 2d and 3d Battalions both moved to asscmbly arcas
Northwest of MONTALBAN.
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The 1lst RCT, upon release from XI Corps and upon arrival in
the NOVAIICHES area, carried out its assigned missionS. The 1st
Battalion, lst Infantry, relieved 63d Infantry elements securing the
NOVALICHES DAM and protecting the pipe line. The 3d Battalion, 1lst
Tnfantry, relieved the 24 Battalion, 20th Infantry, along the OFL
North of the NOVALICHZS VATERSHED. The 2d Battalion, 1lst Infantry,
in Division Reserve, vent into an assembly area on the left flank of
the 63d Infantry. (See Fig 12).

3, Estimate of the situation, 23 February:

At this time little definite information had been gathered
regards the enemy's strength and dispositions in the operational
area. Guerrilla reports indicated considerable construction of
defenses and movement of troops and supplies in the IFO, NORZAGARY
and MONTALBAM arcas, and that the enemy had prepared for a protracted
defense of this line,

Small, disorganized groups of Japs, stragglers from MANITA
seeking to escape to the mountains, had been encountercd by our
patrols in the NOVALIGHES vicinity. Also encountcred were large
enemy raiding parties, well equipped with demolition and incendiary
charges, which were dispatched from the hills with the mission of
destroying vital installations along the main 1ine of communications
to MANIIA,

Iarge caliber naval guns and long range artillery capable of
interdicting roads and destroying installations well in cur rear
had already been employed by the enemy in this areas. It was apparent
that the Jap intended to defend the 1 PO-NORZAGARY-MONTALBAN line from
positions made as impregnavle as possible to air and artillery
bombardment, and that he would probably attempt extensive harassing
and demolitions raids on CP!s, supply dumps, artillery positions
and lines of communication, particularly along the main North-South
route to MANIIA. In the light of our greatly extended front, a
substantial counter attack was a continuing possible thrcata

i« The Terrain:
To the Northeast, on the Division's left front and over-
looking the PURAY RIVER valley and foothills to the South and Vest
was MT ORO. Some 1000 fect in altitude, this heavily wooded hill
mass afforded excellent observation and concealment for artillery
and heavy mortars. Hoving South across the heavily wooded PURAY
RIVER two prominent North-South ridges rise 500 to 800 feet above the
TONTALBAN-MARTIQUINA RIVIR valley and afford a natural defense line
commanding the rice fields and foot hills to the Veste South of the
MARTQUINA RIVER and East of MONTALBAN, NMT PACAVAGAN rises 1500 feet

hl.
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above the valley floor and offers unlimited observation of the whole
NOVALICHES WATERSEED and MANIIA area. Its West approaches are very

" precipitous and inaccessible to vehicles., Portions of the mountain
are thickly wooded, supplying the best of cover for gun positions,
OP's and ground defenses. DBoth the forward and reverse slopes of

the mountain are cut with deep, wooded ravines furnishing ideal sites
for heavy mortars,

MT PACAWAGAN and the 1400 foot MT MATABA to its South are
divided by a deep gorge made by the MAiNGO RIVER, which flows out of
the mountains Southeast of MONTAIBAN. MT MATABA, the seme kind of
steep, heavily vegetated mountain as MI PACAWAGAN, ccmmand the
MARIQUINA VALIEY and MANITIA area. (See Fig 12, Panoramic Sketch).

Further South on the Division's right flank, the hills vary
from 500 to 1000 feet in height. Two lesser gorges are made by the
AMPID RIVER and an unnamed creek. Southeast of MT MATABA the terrain.
consists of steep hills, narrow valleys and ridges, with several
small plateaus. To the East is MT BAYTANGAN, overlooking the deep,
wooded BOSO BOSO RIVLR Valley. Some of these hills are covered only
with dry grasses, while others are blanketed with heavy scrub growth
and small trees. MNost of the ravines are wooded. Similar terrain
extends North to the MARIGQUINA RIVER, East of MT MATABA and MT
PACAWAGAN,

A second row of mountains averaging 1500 feet in elevation
extends North and Fast from MT PACAWAGAN. North and ¥lest of I ORO,
the area outposted and patrolled by 112th RCT varies from rolling
hills and open valleys to 2000 foot mountains,

Roads were non-~existent and trails were poor in the Division
zone of operations, with the exception of an all-weather road which

leads from MONTALBAN to WAUL through a deep winding gorgee.

5. Nature of the Encmy!s Defenscs:

For months prior to our attack the enemy had been prepering
his defenses in this area. The SHIMBU line, with outposts along the
MARIQUINA RIVER, involved an elaborate system of mutually supporting
strong points in caves and pillboxes on commanding grounc, from
which the enemy could deliver accurate and intense fire of all
weapons against routes of approach from the Weste The right (North)
flank of the SHIMBU Iline was established in the MI' ORO arca. The
left (South) flank terminated at ANTIPOLO.

The enemy's MLR in the Division zone, as determined from
captured maps, cxtended from MT MALAGIA, South to include MT CRO,

MT PACAVAG:N and MT MATABL, with a secondary line of defenses some
3000-4000 yards to the LEaste.
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Captured dncuments specifically outlined enemy plans for a
long range, all out defense of this line. Units werc ordered to mass
a six months suoply of food and sufficient ammunition for "one
engagement, Defense was to be a suicidal holding of each cave and
dug out, accompanied by local night infiltrations and raids with the
object of inflicting meximum casualtics on our forcese

Long-range patrols by the 6+th Reconnaissance Troop revealed
the fact there were no organized positions between the SHIMBU ILine
and the enemy positions in the IPO area, but that the two areas were
connected by well-used trails, '

6. The Encmy:

The first complctc estimate of enemy forces opposing the
6th Division was compiled on 27 February. Units defending the SHTMBU
Iine, along the Division front, were identified as the SHINBU Group,
commanded by Iieutenant General YOKOYAMA Shizuo, former Commanding
General of the 8th Division, whose headquarters was reported by a
Pl to be in the mountains South of the WAWa DiM, on L February. The
SHIIBU Group was reported to be composed of the following forces:

a, FElements of the 105th Division: Total strength 3700,
including five (5) battalionse.

b. Elements of the 8th Division: Total strength 5400,
including the 31ist Infancry Regiment (less 1 Battalion) a G Battalion,
.and an AT Battalion (locations uncertain). Also two battalions of
the 8th Field Artillery Regiment, last reported in the IPO arca.

c. The KOBAYASII Group, on our immediate front, L6T5 troops,
including: o

(1) The Right Sector Unit: Total strength 2060, in-
cluding Infantry, MG, Artillery and Hedium Mortar
units, plus a few service troops, in the KT ORO
area,

(2) The Central Sector Unit: Total strength 1050,
composed of the 10th Provisional Infantry Battalion
and Lith Medium Mortar Battalion, originally assem-
bled vest of SAN MATEO.

(3) VARIQUINA Advanced Force: Total strength 385,
Infantry and AW units, including light Ak,
originally assigned the mission of repelling Allied
airbérnc raiding forces, :

(L) Ieft Scctor Unit: Totaling 1180 Infantry, .Artillery,
AT ond HT units, a Rocket Gun Battalion, and part
of the 11th Air Sector Unit, located East of
ARTQUINA o

T
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Several hundred "Fishing Unit" personnel, used as
Infantry, plus Signal and Engincer detachments and Air
Corps Troops gave the enemy over 14,000 combat troops in
the SHIIBU Group, with mumerous other service and labor
troops known to be in the IPO and WAWA arcase

The encmy encountcred in this sector was well equipped, as
he had been elsewhere on LUZON. Equipment captured or destroyed by
our troops in this operation included every common type of artillery
piecc possesscd by the Jape 150mm Mortars and 8" Rockets were used
for the first time, against this Division. Small arms, auvtomatic
weapons and light and medium mortars were present in large numbers.
The enemy's supply of ammunition was acequatce

PART II  THR ATTACK ON MT MATABA AND MT PACAWAGAN

1. February 2L: (Sec Fig.l13)

From their positions in the hills L0OOO yards North and East
of BAYANBATANAN the 1lst and 2d Battalions of the 20th Infantry
attacked Eastward at 09305 and gained approximatcly 1000 yards against
1ittle resistance. The 63d Infantry also launchcd an attack at 0930L
The 1st Battalion advanced on MONTALBAN astride the SAN MATEO-
HMONTALBAN Highway, and entcred the town with only scattered opposition
The 2d Battalion seizcd SAN ISIDRO, unopposed, and dispatched patrols
to the high ground 800 yards to the East. The 3d Battzlion, from an
assembly area just iest of SiN JOSE, attacked to the Fast under
cover of darkmess, on the night of 23-2l February, The Battalion
objective was the high ground some 1200 yards Northeast of ZARLGOSA
known as HIIL LOO. Strong encmy outposts, supported by L7mm and
70mm fire, were encountcred on the objective hill, but by 16305 2L
February, HILL LOO had becn secured,

The 1st Battalion, lst Infantry, relieved 63d Infantry
troops at the NOVAIICHES D.M and BiALAR: FILTERS, while the 3d
Battalion, lst Infantry, expanded its positions along the Division
OFL.

On this date, the regimental boundaries were changed, giving
the 1lst Infantry a limited objective area 10 mop up in the SAN MATEO
vicinity. MT PACAWAGAN was included in the zone of the 63d Infantry
instead of the 20th ;nfantry.

2. February 253

Operations on the 25th were characterized by increased
enemy aggressiveness to‘our immediate front. All sectors received
heavy artillery and roékot fire. The 1lst Battalion, lst Infantry,
left onc company to protect the NCVALICHES DAY and pipeline and
moved the bzlance of the battalion to the vicinity of SAN MATEO,
The 3d Battalion dispatched Company "L" to gain and maintain contact
with the 20th Infantry and mop up between the two attacking regiments.

Ll
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The 20th Infantry continued its advance Northeastward into
the mountains, meeting stiff organized resistance in the 1st Battalion
zone, along the UNNAMED RIVER, approximately 2500 yards Southcast of
SAN MATEO and at the AMPID RIVER, near TILAGAAN, The 2d Battalion
advanced scveral hundred yards Zastward, screened by patrols to the
front and flanks. Only scatiered resistance was encountcred and
several artillery and rocket launcher positions were overrun,

The 63d Infantry mopped up and consolidated positions in
MONTALBAN and the high ground to the Northeast., 1st Battalion combat
patrols attempting to scale MT PACAWAGAN encountered well entrenched
enemy positions on the Vest slopes of the mountain, and, after
destroying scveral positions, were forced to withdraw to the vicinity
of MONTAIBAN. The 2d Battalion patrolled to the high ground Northeast
of their position at SiH ISIDRO, whilc Company "G", reinforced,
advanced to positions approximately 2000 yards Northeast of town,
preparatory to attacking the high ground overlooking the PURAY RIVER.

The Division artillery fired effectivec counter battery
against enemy artillery and destroyed definitely located rocket
positions. Scventy-three-Harine dive bombers and irmy B=h7'!s bombed
and strafed gun positions, troop concentrations, dumps and vehicles
in the 20th Infantry scctor and VAWA area. Forty-five B-2L!s hit
troop concentrations in the IFO-METROPOLLITAN ROAD area and many
large fires were started,

This date additional changes in the regimental boundaries
were made, giving the 1lst Infantry (less 2d Battalion) a 2000 yard
front between the 20th and 63d Infantry, with the VWA area as the
regimental objective,

3. February 26-27: (See Fig,13.

This tvwo day period saw some gains made in all three
regimental sectors, the 20th Infantry meking the best progress, on
the Division right flank, After receiving considerable artillery
and rocket fire throughout the night, the lst Battalion, 20th
Infantry, attacked to the Northeast, moving with 3 companies abreast,
and advanced 1700 vards up the Southernmost slopes of MT MATABA,
against scattered resistance., The 2d Battalion attacked to the East,
through rugged mountain terrain, and advanced to positions 6000
yards East of BiYANBAYANAN,. Continuous artillery and rocket fires
were received during the advance.

Both the above battalions drew harassing artillery and
rocket fires throughoﬁt the night of February 26-27, and several
rocket launching positions were located ‘and neutralized by our
artillery. The 1lst Battalion continued the attack on the 27th, making
slow gains against well organized positions. Ieaving "E" Company in
position to protect the Division right flank, the 2d Battalion
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attacked Eastward on the same day and progressed several hundred
yards against considerable resistance from well fortified positions,

The 3d Battalion, 20th, at BALARA FILTERS,; on 27 February
displaced "I and "L! Companies to.positions in the hills 5000 yards
East of BAYANBAYANAM,

In the 1st Infantry sector, the 1lst Battalion launched an
attack to the Northeast from SAN MATEO, Company "C" moving o
positions 2000 yards East of the highway and North of the MiNGO
RIVER gorge. This attack, toward WAWA, was rencwed next morming,
but little progress was made against strong enemy positions
commanding the steep mountain slopes.

On the Regimental right flank, the 3d Battalion advanced
2500 yards Northeast from SiN MATEO, to a position on the Viest slope
of MT MATABA, South of the IMANGO RIVER gorge. ILate in the afternoon
this drive was brought to an abrupt halt, by enemy artillery, mortar
and automatic weapons fires, and our troops sustained heavy casual-
ties. Intense mortar and artillery fires continued throughout the
night and made positions of "I" and "1 Companies untcnable. At
1030 next morning both companies withdrew to SAN MATEQO vicinity,
covered by a smoke screen laid down by the 1st Field Artillery
Battalion,

In the MT PACAVAGAN arca, the fires of five artillery
battalions were massed against eneny positions on the West slopes of
the mountain, preparatory to an early afternoon attack by the
1st Battalion, 63d Infantry. Twe different thrusts were madc,

One, by Company "B", succecded in reaching the objective on the
Northwest slope of the mountain, near the summit, and positions
verc held despite heavy cnemy mortar fire,

FElsewhere in the 63d scctor, approximately 50 Japs were
killed when an estimated cnemy company tried to break through our
positions, Northeast of Saill ISIDRO, Companies "K" and "L", Northeast
of MONTALBAN, repulscd an attack by an estimated 150 Japs,

. February 28:

The night of 27~28 February saw increasing aggressiveness
on the part of the encmy, two small counter attacks being launched
on the 20th and 63d Infantry fronts. Both attacks were repulsad
with heavy losses to the cnemy. Artillery, rocket, and heavy mortar
fires fell intermittently throughout the night and continucd during
the following day. Under cover of darkncss, Company "C'', 1lst
Infantry, withdrew from their position at the base of the hills North
of the MANGO RIVER to the vicinity of SAN MATEO., Similarly, 34
Battalion, 1lst Infantry clements, less a small group left to
cvacuate casualties, completed withdrawals from the high ground
Northwest of MT MATABA,
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Tn the 20th Infantry scctor, the lst Battalion tried
A 3
unsuccessfully to advance against strong enemy resistance,

The 63d Infentry expanded their positions on MI PACAVIAGAN.
Sporadic enecmy artillery fire was received in this arcaa Patrols
of the 2d Battalion, operating Northeast toward MI ORO, made long
range observations of scveral groups of enemy, with nil contact. 3d
Battalion patrols to the North and Northeast contacted small groups
of encmy., Patrols of the 112th RCT continued to probe encmy
defenses North of the METROPCLITAN ROAD,

Air and artillery concentrations were placed on enemy gun
positions, perscnncl and supply areas. Several mortar, MG and
artillery positions were lmovm to have been silenced by artillery.
counter battery fires. inety SED's bombcd and strafed encmy
installations in support of 1st and 20th Infantry operations,
starting large fires in an encmy troop concentration arca in the
MANGO RIVER gorge. B-2Lits bombed enemy installations in the
YETROPOLITAN ROAD - IPO DAlI area with reported "great success',

The 6th Enginecr Combat Battalion made good progress on
regimental supply roads, particularly in the 20th Infantry sector.

A regrouping of forces was ordered on the 28th. The 1st
Infantry (less 1 Battalion), was to relieve the 63d Infantry
elenents on LT PACAUAGAN, prior to 1800, 2 larch, destroy cnemy
forces thercon, and be preparsd to push to the VIAVIA areca on Division
order. The 20th Infantry was to crtond the outpost line to include
UT MATABL, while helding and consolidating present positions and
protecting the Division's right flank. The 63d Infantry would
make preparations to attack to the East on 3 Larch, their ultimate
objective a Horth - South line from LT ORO to MT HAPONANG BANOY,
The 112+h RCT would continue present missions, with Particular
emphasis on reconnaissance to the IPO area and North of the
METROPOLITAN ROAD.

5. The Period larch 1-3: (See Fig.llL)

Under cover of darkness during the night of March 1-2,
Company "G", lst Infantry, moved to an assembly area East of LIONTALBAN,
and at daylight advanced to relicve 63d Infantry troops on T
PACATAGAN, The balance of the 2d Battalion, lst Infantry, moved to
an assembly area near HONTALBAN., The following day vas spent in
consolidating positions atop the mountain, and in the improvement
of supply trails to support further operations South along the MT
PACAWAGAN ridge. ’

The 1st Battalion, lst Infantry (less Company "C" reinforced,
securing the NOVALICHES D.ill), concentrated in the SAN MATEO area.
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Throughout the poriod larch 1-3, the 20th Infantry
consolidated their positions in the hills East of BAYANR.YANAN and
carried on extensive patrol activities. A determined enemy counter
attack launched against the Company "I" position, on the regimental
right flank at 0300 on the morning of March 2, resulted in 68 dead
Japs, while our troops suffered 2 WIA. 1st Battalion patrols
probing forsnnemy defenses on the Southwest slopes of MT HAT&B)
drew hecavy MG, mortar and rifle fires,

A patrol of the 63d Infantry to the limestone ridge North
of MT PACAVWAGAN fcund an elaborate encmy defense system, of company
strength, with natural caves, man made tunnels, well built pill
boxes and individual foxholes., Enemy 150mm mortar fire forced the
patrol to withdraw from the arca. 2d Battalion, 63d Infantry,
patrols searched for routes of approach and possible supply roads in
the MT ORO arca, 4 midnight attack was made by an estimated company
of Japs against positions occupied by Company "F*, 63d Infantry, on
the TANOY RIVER, some 1500 yards West of MT ORO. After a 3 hour
fight, Company "F'" withdrew for lack of ammunition, returning next

morning to retake the ground and count 29 dead Japs. Ieaving

Company "I" to outpost the high ground Northeast of MONTALBAN, the
3d Battalion, 63d Infantry, moved to new positions North of SAN
ISIDRO, in preparation for a reconnaissance in force to the MT QRO
area on L March,

) This period saw a slackening of enemy artillery and rocket
fire throughout the Division zone, although some 100 rounds of Jap
artillery were concéntrated on front lines, OPfs and supply lines
of the 63d Infantry,

6., Yarch L-5:

Operations on the ith of liarch found the 1lst Infantry
continuing its prcscnt missions and directing heavy artillery and
2ir benbardment on encmy mortar and artillery positions on the South-
east slopes of IT PiCAUAGIHN, In a night movement, Company M"E!
relieved Company “"G" on top of the mountain, despite continuous
mortar and artillery fire falling on the suoply trail up the
mountaln side,

20th Infantry patrols to the East and Northeast, searching
for more advantageous approaches to the strongly defended MT MATABA,
received heavy machine gun, mortar and small arms fire from well
prepared pillboxes and entrenchments. On the Regimental left flank,
Company "™A" advanced scme 300 yards.

The 63d Infentry continmued to probe for cnemy defenses and
routes of approach to the IT ORO area. Several bombing and strafing
missions, one emploving NAPALM, were directed against observed
installations on the Southwest slopes of the mountaine
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Ground operations on 5 March were limited to consolidation of
present lines and a continuation of patrol activity. Baemy activities
were confined to minor infiltration forays enc¢ one small counber attack.
in the 20th Infantry sectorl Some 180 rounds of eneny artillery fell
in the Division zone throughout the night. The Division Apbillery
harassed enemy positions and fired some twenty missions against enemy
heavy mortar positionse Artillery WP was used to mark targsts for
air strikes, the bulk of which were concentrated on lkmown enemy
positions in the MT MATABA area.

Te The Division Changes Its Main Effort:

Thus far our efforts to penetrate the Central Sector of the
enemy's lines had met stubborn resistance, end the greatest success had
_been achieved in his Left Sector in the zone of the 20th Infantrye. The
most favorable terrain for an ettack was in the 20th Infantry sector.
A drive Bast in this sector to the BOSO BOSO RIVER would isolate the
WAWA ares from the ANTIPOLO area and would allow an envelopment of the
enemy strong points on MT MATABA and MT PACAWAGAN from the South.

Orders receivei from XIV Corps, on 5 March, directed that such
an Bastward drive be e, in coordination with elements of the lst
Cavalry Division on our right flank.

8. Sumary:

Although our attempted penetration of the enemy'!s defenses in
the Central Sector was not carried to completion, much valuable infor-
mation was gained regarding his strength, dispositions, and the nature
of his defenses. 1In tcrms of enemy destroyed and equipment captured
or destroyed, our accomplishments were considerable. His casualties
for the period 1i8 prruary to 5 March were 1,105 KIA and 13 PW's, in
comparison with our figures totalling 91 KIA, 320 WIA, 63 IIA and 4
MIAe The additional enemy killed or wounded by our constant artillery
and air bombardments could only be conjectured.

Equipment end supplies known to have been destroyed or captured
included:

ggptured‘ Destroyed

70=-Assorted trucks and scdans 75-psEorted trucks.and sedans
2-frmored personnel carriers : 6:-Gas and ammo dumps
1-Tankette 1-ialf track

1-Half track 1~1C6mm gun
2«Tracked prime movers 1-+75mm gun

1-S0mm mortar 2~-70mm guns

L=70mm gun 1-40mm A4 gun

8-IMG 2-20mm AA guns

6-1LMG J-Mountain gun
70-Rifles : 8- TG '
1-47mm AT gun 2-Rocket launchers
2~Flame throwers - 3-u/i field piecces

2=-Dumps, aerial bombs
1-Food warehouse, with rice and hardtack
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Additional equirment destroyed by artillery fires and air
strikes could not be determined at this time. During the period,
approximately 650 bombing and strafing sorties were flovm in the
MT MATABA - MT QRO area, and approximately 330 tons of bombs were
employed against enemy gun vositions, bivouacs and dump arecas.

PART II  EAST TO THE BOSO BOSC RIVER

l. Brief Estimate of the Situation:

The original estimate of troops in the enemy's Left Sector,
East of MARIQUINA, included the 8th Provisional Infantry Battalion,
7th Provisional Machine Gun Company, 5th Provisional Anti-Tank
Company, 6th and 8th Provisional Artillery Batteries, 3d Rocket Gun
Battalion, and elements of the 1lth Air Sector Unit, making a btotal
"~ of 1180 troops. later weports revised this figure upward to 2850,
of which some 329 had been reported killed as of 3 March., (See Order
of Battle Summary, 3 March.). Additions to original units of the Left
Sector included the Lth Medium lortar Battalion (previously carried
as a Central Sector Unit), the 1L9th Airfield Battalion, 13kth Air-
field Battalion, and the 37th Airfield Company. To date in operations
in this area the 20th Infantry had counted a known 507 enemy dead.

Although by no means as formidable as the towering MT IATABA
and MT PACAWAGAN, terrain obstructing our projected Zastward thrust
was ideally suited to a hill by hill, ridge by ridge defense by a
determined enemy. Due to supply difficulties, our advances must be
canalized along existing East-ilest trails, which the enemy could
easily cover with automatic fires from heavily fortified commanding
ground and interdict with artillery and mortar fires, His well es-
tablished OP!'s precluded any secrecy of movement on our part, except-
ing the possibility of night attacks.

2. The Operations Plan: (See Fig. 15.)

The XIV Corps scheme of operations envisioned a push Bast~
ward to the BOSO BOSO RIVER, to sever the enemy's North-South line
of communications and cut him off from what was believed to be a key
supply center at NEW BOSOB0OSO, With this accomplished, units on our
right counld mop up enemy remnants in the ANTIPOLO sector, while our
efforts were then concentrated to the North. The Division plan in-
volved a concentration of the 1st Infantry, reinforced, in the area
East of BAYANBAYANAN, from where they would attack to the LEast in
the 20th Infantry Sector. The Regiment would secure both flanks of
their line of communications as the attack progressed, and maintain
contact with the lst Cavalry Division on their right.

The 634 Infantry, reinforced, would relieve the lst Infantry
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elements in the SAN MATEO - MNOVALICHES DAM area, and the MONTALBAN -
"MT PACAWAGAN area, securing the high ground along the general line

~ SAN MATEQ - SAN JOSE -~ HOT CORNER, and would counter any offen81ve

" threat or infiltration from the Northeast or Fast.

No change was made in the missions of the 112th RCT.

The shifting of troops was to be conducted with a maxdimum
of secrecy. The Division Artillery would continue normal fire missions
in front of the 63d to deceive the enemy as to our intentions. For
planning purposes, D-Day was set as 8 March, with H-Hour tentatively
- scheduled for 0830. >

3. The Period March 6-11:

Throughout the 6, 7 March, Division operations were concerned
primarily with the regrouping of forces in preparation for the coming
attack, while front line units in contact continued to exert pressure
all along the front. An attack by some 50 Japs, supported by knee
mortars, against Company "I', 20th Infantry positions, was repulsed
with 21 Japs KIA.

To soften enemy defenses in the objective area, all possible
air and artillery concentrations were placed on mortar and artillery
positions, troop concentration areas and known enemy strongpoints,
Division Artillery maerked targets for air strikes, using iP, and
Marine dive bombers blasted heavy mortars in deep ravines inaccessible

to artillery fires. The 1st and 80th Field Artillery‘Battalions roved
to new positions Bast of IARIGUINA, to better support the attack.

The 1lst quantrv attacked to the East as scheduled, at
0808301, preceder by a half hour of intense artillery and L.2 mortar
preparation, and supported by close air bombardment and strafing.
The atteck progressed against unexpectedly light resistance and by
15001, the lst Battalion was consolidating positions on their initial
_objective, the commanding ground 1500 yards East of the Iine of De~
parture. On the Regimental right flank, Company "K", reinforced,
moved Southeast and East to secure positions to the right and rear
of the 1st Battalion., Numerous caves and pillboxes showing signs of
recent occupation were discovered in this area. Visual contact was
established with 1lst Cavalry elements. Company "K" reached their
objective unopposed and consolidated their positions against antici-
pated enemy night counter attacks.

The 2d Battalion, lst Infantry, closed in to an assembly area
2000 yards Fast of the MARIQUINA AIRSLREL, in Regimental Reserve, and
initiated further movenment to positions near the 1lst Battalion's ID.

On the 9ta, lst Infantry elements made further penetratlons
into the enemy's defenses with only moderate resistance until late in
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the afternoon. During the morning, Company "G" was moved into the
front line, closing a gap between "A" and "B" Companies, Supported
by the direct fires of SPM!s and AT guns, the 1lst Battalion reinforced
continued to comb and mop up the surrounding draws, killing 59 Japs.
Passing through extensive dug-in and well fortified positions recently
vacated by the enemy, Company "C!" moved some 600 yards to the East
against only token resistance, killing 25 Japs. ILate in the after-
noon the company was brought under heavy 150mm mortar and artillery
fire from enemy positions just to the lest of the Division cbjective,
and were forced to withdraw to more tenable grouQ?.

On the right flank, the 3d Battalion maintained its positions
. on the high ground and patrolled to the East, Patrol contact was
established with 1st Cavalry elements,

Determined enemy resistance from well organized positions
was encountered on 10 larch. The 1lst Battalion, lst Infantry, with
Company "F" attached, resumed their attack FEastward at 1000L, and
secured a key ridge 300 yards to the front. DMNumerous caves and dug-
outs supported by mortars and automatic weapons were overrun, and a
total of 185 dead Japs were counted. Numerous wecapons and equipment
were captured or destroyed.

On the Division right flank, Company "K", lst Infantry,
repulsed an early morning counter attack, then advanced 300 yards
to the East, where they engaged in a fire fight with a strong pocket
of Japs.

_ The 20th Infantry moved Company "K" to the MNorth, to a posi-
tion 1000 yards East of TILAGAAN, to cut off a possible Jap route of
withdrawal in that direction.

On 11th March, the Division exploited the gains of the
previous two days, destroying considerablie enemy supplies and material,
The l1st Infantryv continued the attack to the Last at 0930, Supperted
by artillery and L,2 mortar fire, and following an air strike, the
2d Battalion pushed through the lst Battalion and gained some 1200
yards to the East, sealing and destroying many enemy caves and ex-
tensive fortifications in draws and ravines along the axis of advance.
Demolitions teams thoroughly covered each successive ridge. The 1st
Battalion secured the Regimental supply road and mopped up in the
hills and draws surrounding their positions. A total of 60 Japs.
were killed in one large cave in the 1lst Battalion area.

On the Regimental right flank, Company "L" moved from a rear
assembly arca at 0730I to attack to the Southeast and seime Bl 8,
the most commanding ground on the Division's right flank, affording
excellent observation toward the objective area.
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: The 20th Infantrs moved the 1st Battalion to a forward as-
- sembly area just to the rear of the 2d Battalion, lst Infaniry lines.
The 3d Battelion, 20th Infantry, advanced Company HKM 1000 yards SSE
of M MATABA. Considerable encmy material was destroyed during the
advance and a total of L0 Japs werc killed.

In the 63d Infantry Sector, Company "I" executed a recomnais-
“sance in forcc up the PURAY RIVER to ITMESTORE HILL, 2500 yards g%rth
of MT PACATAGAN. Patrols reporited that the encmy had abandoned ex-
cellent positions as a result of thorough artillery and air bombard-
ment of this area.

Lighty-five dive boubers bombed and strafed in close support
of 1lst and 20th Infonbry operations and continucd to hit encmy caves

and gun positions in the WT HAPCHANG BANOY, LT PACAVIACAY arca,

Eneny identifications made during the period verified the
presence of the 1L8th, 13lth and 119th Airficld Battalions and the
Li7th Airfield Company in the lst Infantry Sector, receiving the
brunt of the present Division attack.

. The Period larch 12-1l: (See Fig. 15.)

The enemy attempted to take the offensive during the night
of 11-12 March, launching 3 different counter attacks which were re-
pulsed with disastrous results. The largest attack was made against
Company "K", 20th Infantry, between 2300Fand 2330I. The Company's
Tines of communication werc cut and the attack started by what secmed
a pre-arrangec¢ signal of lighus. The Jans attacked in small infiltra-
tion grouds and werc stopped by combined mortar, artillery and small
arms fire, with L9 Jdaps Kik.

In s new attaclk to the Northcast, beginning at 0900, on
he 12th, the 1st Battalion, 20th Infontry, advanced 2000 yards,
against varying resistance, and seized the Corps objective in their
zone. Iumerous Jap-occumicd caves were encountecred. Each succeed-
ing ridge and the intervening ravines were thoroughly mopped ub.

In the 1st Infantry Sector, the lst and 2d Battalions con-
solidated their present positions and continued to destroy encmy
remmants and by-passed fortifications in adjacent arca. The 34
Battalion moved Company YE" to positions adjoining Company "I#, on
Bl 3, and advanced 1 platoon to cut the AUTIPOLC trail 1000 yards

to the Hast.

ct

g

Thus far in the Division right scctor, a total of 153 caves,
tunncls, and dug-in fortifications had been overrun and destroyed by
combinced air, artillery and ground attocks. 6th Enginecr Battalion
crows destroyed several mine fields consisting chiefly of morter
shells and bombs, and rendercd valuoble assistance in sealing enemy

.
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saves. Enemy equipment reported captured or destroved during the
riod included numerous small arms, two light AA guns, and 3 am-
ition dumps. A captured sketch map, actually an enginecr work
rogress chart, showed 133 tunnels varying in size from 15 to 150
feet and a number of field sun emplacements in the area which our
4£roopPs Were now mopping up.

, On 13 March, the 1lst Infantry advanced their lines 500 yards
to the East. The 3d Battelion maintained strong positions on the
yight flank, combing ravires and destroying abandoned Jap caves in
the Battalion zore. Two Jap attacks on the "I Company roadblock
prast of Bl 8 resulted in 21 enemy dead.

The 1lst Battalion, 20th Infantry, reorganized and mopped
up their newly gained positions, and counted an additional 113 Japs
as a result of the previous cday's advances 1In the 3d Battalion
Sector, Company "I" displaced to new positions to the Northe An
additional Ll Japs were counted as a result of tue Jap attack on
Company "K" positions the might of 11-12 March.

again received night counterattacks, at 0355I .and OL1OI, by an esti-
mated 60 troops. Trip flares and anti-personnel mines slowed up
‘the ‘attacks, which were Iurther disorganized by our machine guns,
mortars and grenades. Dleven dead Japs were found within our posi-
tions, with other known dead yet to be counted. Company "C", Lhth
Tank Battalion (-) reinforced the fires of the 53d Field Artillery

g Battalion with 1 platoon continuing in direct support of the 20th

I Infantry. The 6th Engineer Battalion began gravelling the Division
i MSR East of the MARIQUINA RIVER, and. sterted a new supply road to
the 63d Infantry CP, to replzce one abandoned temporarily because of
ncreased artillery fires along the route. :

Company "I", 63d Infantry positions Mortheast of HONTALBAN

o The night of 13-1L March and the following day saw an increase
of enemy artillery fire, a total of 172 rounds falling in the Division
zone, most of it in the Southern Sector.

‘ The 1st Infantry resumed the attack to the EFast on the 1lth,
‘with the lst Batbtalion gaining some 300 yards before being stopped
by well organized enemy positions supported by MG and mortar fire.
.. The 2d Pattalion dispatched patrols to the South to contact the 34

. Battalion and combed draws and ravines in the battalion zone., Two
small enemy infiltration attempts were thawarted by the Battalion.
The 3d Battalion protected the Regimental right flanx and maintained
contact with the 43d Division, the latter having relieved the 1lst
. Cavalry Division.

The 20th Infantry continued to protect the Division USR and
searched for cnemy remnants throughout the Regimental zones 1lst
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Battalion reconnaissance patrols operated 1800-3000 yards North and
Northeast without enemy contact. The 3d Battalion drew sporadic
mortar and artillery firc from the MT MATABA area. Company YI' at-
tacked North through Company "K" ard advanced approximately 600
vards to the North against light swall arms fire to secure their
objective ridge on the Southcast slopes of MT MATAPRA.

A 63d Infantry patrol operating from SAN ISIDRO North along
the PURAY RIVER returned and reported no enemy contact or signs of
recent enemy movements.,

On the 15th, the lst and 51st Field Artillerv Battalions B
displaced to new positions. Company "C", 824 Chemical iortar Bat-
talion (less 1 platoon) continued in support of the lst Infantry.
One FPlatoon was relieved from attachment to 1lst Infantry and was
attached to the 20th. Company "D", 824 Chemical Mortar Battalion, |
Passed to control of Commanding General, L3d Infantry Division, while i
Company "C", 85th Chemical llortar Battalion, passed to control of S
Commancding General, XIV Corps,

Some 300 rounds cf enemy artillery, 75mm and 105mm, fell
within the Division area, with 3d Battalion, 20th Infantry, drawing
considerable and accurate 150mm morter fire.

5. The Eastward Drive is Continued Under XI Corps:- ' j&

At OO0LL, 15 March, the &th Infantry Division, reinforced,
went under the control of XI Corps, Our mission as crdered by that
Headquarters was to continue the attack on 17 March, making the main
effort on the right (South) flank, in conjunction with the attack of
the L3d Division. The 1st Infantry, reinforced, was ordered to .
secure successive objectives "A" and "B" (see Fig. 16.) The 20th i
Infantry were ordered to continue their attack to the Rast to secure W
successive objectives, and to protect the Division North flank. i

The 16th of March brought a heavy outbreak of enemy artillery
throughout the Division zone. Some 360 rounds fell, varying from
L7mm to 155mm howitzer, causing little material damage, but inflict-
ing several casuwalties,

Cur ground operations were confined to continued preparations
for the attack on the 17th. A patrol from Company "Iw, 1st Infantry, ,
investigating a ravine which had been brought under heavy artillery . ﬂ
fire by the battalion, found 175 dead Japs, in an apparent assembly »
arca. Air strikes and artillery bombardments were concentrated on
the Division objective and on heavy mortar positions in the UT MATABA
area.

The large increase of enemy artillery in the orevious few
days, together with identifications made of the 26th Ind, iixed
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Regiment, tended to confirm thc G-2 estimate that the enemy was mov-

" ing troops from the ARTIPOLO Scctor to the North, which was threatened
“with complete isolation by our drive. A captured operational order
showed the cnemy to be highly concerned .over his precarious position
brought about by our deep penetration of his left Sector.,

In a pre-dawn attack on 17 Harch, 1st Battalion, 20th In-
fantry pushed off to the East at 0500I, following a heavy artillery
and mortar preparation, and advanced in a column of companies to
sccure the 20th Infantry portion of objective "A" at 0700I, Ravines
were combed throughout the Battalion zone. Many caves were demolished
and 12); Japs were killed. '

In the lst Infantry Sector, the 3d Battalion advanced to the
- Fast beginning at 0900I, after artillery and mortar preparation, and
" gained 1000 vards against light resistance. Positions were consolidat-
ed on high ground overlooking the Southecrn portion of Objective "A",
On the Regimental left flank, the 1lst Battalion resumed its Eastward
push at 0930I, and made gains of several hundred yards. About 1800I,
some 60 rounds of 150mm mortar, followed by knee mortar fell on
Companies "A" and "B" positions, causing heavy casualties and making
positions untenable. The Companies withdrew part'way to reorganife,

An investigation of the draw fronting the Company "IL#, 63d
Infantry outpost Northeast of MONTALBAYN disclosed 72 Japs killed by
mortar and artillery fire the past few days. Company "I" drew inter-
mittent mortar fire throughout the night, and repulsed an enemy
infiltration attempt.

Three Battalions of Division Artillery {the 51st, 53d, and
80th Field Artillery Battalions) suppcrted by the 517th Field Artil-
lery Battalion (155mm gun) and Battery "C", L65th Meld Artillery
Battalion (8" how) massed their fires in-preparation for the 20th

- Infantry's night attack. The 1st and 80th Field Artillery Battalions,
reinforced by the 517th Ficld Artillery Battalion, 757th Field Artil-
lery Battalion (155 how), 1 Battery, SLlith Field irtillery Battalion
(2L,0mn how) and Battery 'C", L65th Field Artillery Battalion, fired
a preparation for the 0900I attacik of the lst Infantry.

Identifications made in the 20th Infantry zone of the 31lst
Infantry Regiment which was believed to be in the IPO area, indicated
the possibility that the enemy was reinforcing his crumbling left
Sector with elements of that regiment.

6, A Revised Estimate of the Situation, 17 iarch:

The Division Order of Battle Section summary for the period
10 March to 17 March placed the remaining strength of the Left Sector
Force at 2119. The organization of the Left Sector for defense
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appears to have been as follows: The Sector was outposted by the
MARIQUINA ADVANCED FORCE. The main line of resistance was hcld by
the 8th Provisional Infantry Battelion, the 3d Rocke+ Gun Battalion,
and the 7th Provisional MG Company. Part of the 11th Air Sector
(134th, 1.8th, 149th and 1 Company of *the 180th lo_ler Battalion)
was organized as a second line of resistance. The Sth Provisional
AT Company, the 6th and 8th Provisional Artillery Batteries were in
support. To date, the Eastward advance of the lst and 20th Infantry
had penetrated both lines‘and was approaching what was belisved to
be the 3d line of defense. This line, according to a captured map,

onsisted of the 224, 136th, and 137th Field Searchlight Compaules,
and the 77th Flelo AA Battalion.

Based on the stubborn resistance already mebt in the Left
Sector, it was suggested that the enemy had placed a high priority
on this zone of defense, and that we might expect to meet reinforce-
ments brought in from other Sectors of the SHIMDBU Iine.

Te The Period March 18-20: (See Fig. 16.)

On the 18th of March, our ground operations were concerned
primarily with consolidating and expanding present positions to the
North of Objective "A", mopping up bypassed draws and ravines.
Battalions assembled near Iines of Departure for attacks on the 19th,
and the necessary vreliminary reconnaissance was accomplished. In
the 1lst Infantry zone, Company "C" regained positions relinguished
by "A" and "B" Companies during the previous night¥s heavy mortar
attack, The 2d Battalion moved Lastward to positions from which to
launch a new attack. During the night, the 1st Battalion, 20th In-
fantry was counter attacked all 2long %he battalion front at 0100I.
An estimated company of Japs were repulsed, and at daylight 153 enemy
KI& were counted. In a further mon up of the battalion area, several
large caves and supply dumps were destroyed. The 2d Ba® nallon, 20th,
moved forward to a new ILine of Departure. The 3d Battialion patrolled
to the lorth and Northweste. Enemy XILi counted for the day totalled
37l

Substantial gains were made all along vhe Eastern front on
19th March. In another pre-dawm attack, 2d Battalion, 20th Infantry,
advanced about 700 vards TFastward to commanding ground overlooking
objective "B" in their sector, some 1200 yards Viest of MT BAYTANGAL
by 0600I.  "E" and "F" Companies sighted a lerge number of Japs to
their right front, apparsntly precparing for an attack, Artillery and
mortar fires were placed on this area., Investigation later showed
a total of 95 dead Japs, -During the night, a trip flare was set off
in the Ist Battalion area, exposing approximately 20 infiltrating Japs,
8 of whom were killed by G fire. All Battalions continued extensive
patrolling and mopping up operations, destroying many caves and con~
siderable cquipment. A total of 231 dead Japs werc counted in the
20th Sector.
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The 2d Battalion, lst Infantry, attacked to the East at
0900L, 19 March, following an artillery and mortar preparation,
and advanced 1z00 yards, consolidating their lines on Cbjective nany
1500 yards Southwest of LT BAYTANGAN, On the right flanic, Company
"KM reinforced advanced to the Easi A0C yards, with strong combat
patrols combing the draws along the route of advance. An estimated
company of Japs attacked "K" Company's position at 12151, following
a heavy knee mortar preparation. The attack was repulsed with 56
Japs KIA. The 1st Battalion completed reorganization and displaced
Lastwerd, patrolling the intervening ground between 2d and 3d Bat-
talions. -

Enemy artillegﬁ‘fire continued to fall intermittently
throughout the Division area. Few casualties and little damage
resulted. Corps Artillery reinforced Division Artillery in firing
preparatory and supporting fires for both lst and 20th Infantry at-
tacks. Air strikes included 20 B-2l's which hit the summit and South
and Fast slcpes of MT ORO.

On the 20th of HMarch, the 2d Battalion, 20th Infantry, ad-
vanced an additional 500-500 yards to the East, Company "F cutting
the North-South trail on Objective "B", while "G" Company denied its
use to the enemy from commanding positions on the high ground immediate
1y to the West. Seven 20mm AA guns were destroyed during the advance.

A captured Field Order dated 8 iarch and signed "GROUP CO
KOBAYASHT Takashi", concerned “the comnitment of the 155th IT Battalion
(less 1 section) in the 20th Infaniry Sector, West of MT BAYTANGAN,
and the employment of the lst and 2d Prcvisional Engineer Companies
~in the MT BAYTANGAN - IIT YABAKG area. With the recent identification
of the 2d Battalion and Regimentel Hsadquarters of the 26th IMR by a
H7, and now of the above units which had been previously believed to
be reserve units of the KOBAYASHI HEIDAN, it arpeared that the enemy
was employing all available reserves to prevent a break through in
the Left Sector.

8. The Period March 21-23:

The Division's mein effort on 21 March was made in the lst
Infantry Sector. Following artillery and L.2 mortar preparations
and a close air bombardment, Compahy’"&” advanced Southeast some
600 yards, to seize the hipgh ground 1300 yards Northwest of MT YABANG,
on a line with 20th Infantry advance elements and just short of
Objective "B"., Company "L", on the Regimental right flank, advanced
Hortheast 800 yards to securec the Southern portion of Objective MAR,

Enemy activities were characterized by a renewal of artillery
fires and light infiltration attacks. Throughout the night, 3d Bat-
talion, 1lst Infantry received an estimated 200 rounds of 75mn and
105mm fire from positions fronting the 172d Infantry (L3d U. S. In=
fantry Division) on the Division's right flank. Considerable 15Cmm
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mortar fire fell on the 1lst Infantry supply road during the night.
Company “E", 20th Infantry, repulsed a series cf Jap infiltration
attacks by approximately 10 daps, from CLOCL to OO, killing 1h. The
Division total of enemy KIX for the day was 12l.

On the 224, extensive patrol activity was carried cut through-
out the Division zone and preparations were compliected for continuing
the attack to the East on the 23d. In the 20th Infantry zone, Company
"C! made a recomnaissance in force some 800 yards to the East, to
Objective "B", on the Southwest slopes of MT BAYTANGAN. Their advance
was slow, against enemy resisting from caves and other prepared posi-
tions., Many caves were destroyed and considerable equipment captured, -
and 79 Japs were killed, 2d Battalion patrols worked East to the
BOSO BOSO and MARIQUINA RIVERS. The 3d Battalion received inter-
mittent mortar fire throughout the day. Patrols combing the Battalion
area destroyed several caves.

The night of 22-23 March saw a noticeable decline in enemy
aggressiveness, with no counter attacks or infiltration raids at-
tempted. Both the 1lst and 20th Infantry experienced little difficulty
in advancing next morning to Objective "B, The lst Battalion, 20th
Infantry, supported bty 1 Platoon of Company “B", 82d Chemical Mortar
Battalion, attacked at 0900L, with Companies "A" and "C" in the as-
sault, and advanced against moderate resistance to seize and con-
solidate positions on the wooded area just West of MI BAYTANGAN.
Numerous caves, both occupied and unoccupied, were encountered. In
the advance, 13l Japs were killed and a grecat deal of enemy material
was capbtured or destroyed, including five L7mm guns, five knee mor-
tars, 16 ILMG's and L HMG's.

On the Division right flank, the 3d Battalion, lst Infantry,
attacked Fastward at 1000, supperited by Division Artillery, and
Company "C", 824 Chemical Mortar Battalion, Company "L!" advancing
1300 yards in two hours to secure the hattalion objective, Northwest
of WT YABANG, which dominates North-South trail in the Southern portion
of Objective "B",

The €3d Infantry dispatched overnight patrols to the HNorth
and Northeast, to return at 1800I on the 24th, The 6th Cavalry
Reconnaissance Troop moved from its positions near HOT CORMER to an
assembly area Northeast of BAYANBAYAW, in preparation for future
patrols in the BCSO BOSO RIVER area.

So far, in this séctor, the 1st and 20th Infantry had de-
stroyed a total of 322 caves and tunnels.

From identifications obtained on the 23d, it had become
increasingly possible that elements of the 31st Regiment, 8th Division,
or possibly the whole regiment, had been injected into the left Sector
Iine or had been committed to defend the Southern approach to WAWA
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9. The Final Fhase of the Drive to the Fast: (See Fig. 17.)

On the 2Lth the Division completed successful advances to

the East as planned. The 23 Battalion, lst Infantry, launched a
coordinated attack at 08351, advanced rapidly for 800 yards against
light resistance, and reached the Batialion objective at 12051, cut-
ting the last main W-S trail and securing the high ground South of
MT BAYTANGAN, overlooiing/the BCSO BOSO RIVER. A total of 3L Japs

“were killed during the advance and mop up. The 34 Battalion con-
solidated their present positions, patrols mopring up remaining
resistance in the "I Company sector, and furnished protection for
6th Engineer elements improving the Regimental supply rozd. The 3d
Battalion assault tean blew up some 37 enemy caves,

In the 20th infantry Sector, the lst Battalion reinforced
continued to drive Eastward, and secured the commancing ground on
MT BAYTANGAW. Company A" spearnealed the attack, against heavy
small arms and sutomatic weapons fire. Some 11,3 dead Japs were counted
during the advance and in subsequent patrol activity, most of whom
had been killed by mortar and artillery fire. Fatrol action in both
the 1st and 2d Battalion zones accounted for considerable enemy
material and equipment cavturesd or destroyed. 2d Battalion patrols
North and East to the BOSOC BOSO RIVER sighted a 20-foot wide rcad
on +the East side of the strcam, and observed two enemy trucks moving
Nerth.

The enemy showed considerable aggressiveness during the
night of the 2ith. The 2d Battalion, 20th Infantry, received some
80 rounds of mortar fire, accompanied by small infiliration attacks.
Just before dark, in the 63d Infantry Sector, an OP sighted LO Jeps
leaving the ¥ANGC RIVER gorge and entering the SAl HATEC - MONTALBAN
VALLEY., Artillery fire was placed on this group, which caused them
to withdraw back into the gorge. 4t 0100IL, an "I" Company, 63d In-
fantry listening post at SAN ISIDRO repulsed a raiding party of 25
Japs. Several fires were started in HONTALBAN at 03501, and a patrol
sent to investigate killed 7 Japs 1000 yards Southwest of the town.
1st Battalion patrols South of SAN JOSE, between 03151 and daylight
killed 17 Japs armed with bangalore torpsdoes, incendiary bombs and
satchel charges. A "B" Ccmpany patrol to SiN KATEO at 08151 en-
countered an estimated 50 Japs, who scattered throughout the town,
and were hunted dovm throughout the day. Three pro-dJapd Filipinos,
hneaded toward the mountains from MONTALBAN were captured, end were
found to be carrying Japancse explosives.

The 63d Infartry dispatched two S-man patrols up the PURAY
RIVER to MT ORO and Northeast up the TANOG RIVER, to be gone L days.

Air strikes on the 2Lth were concentrated on the area of
projected operations. Forty P.S1's and seven P-38's bombed and
strafed enemy supply dumpss and troop concentration areas on T
PACAWAGALY, MT MATABA, and the WAWA VALIEY, while eighteen B-251!s
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bombed and strafed the MANGO RIVER gorge and started several large
fires. ‘
10. Summar:

For all practical purposes the cdrive to the East had been
completed. All enemy defense lines in this sector had been penetrated
anc the units either destroyed or rendered ireffective. On the right
flank, L3d Division elements had occupied MI YABANG and were fast
clesing in on NEVW BOSO B0SO. While identifications capbured by 1lst
Infantry showed evidence of Forces from the South being forced North
into the Division zone of action, there were noc signs cof any further
organized defenses tc the immediate front, except perhaps in the MT
PURRO area, which our patrols were now beginning to probe.

Since the begimming of the Eastward push on 7 March, some
3300 enemy dead had been counted in the Left Sector, while the 63d
Infantry and 112th RCT areas had yielded an additional 300 enemy KIA,
Cur casualties for the sane pericd numbered 112 killed, 503 wounded,
and 3 missing.

Enermy equipment caplbured or destroyed included:
CLFTURED DESTROYED

150mn Gun

108mn Gun

75mn Gans

L7mm Guns

37mm AA Guns

TOmm Cun

Q0mm- Mortar

HiGis
CING!s

focket Launchers
Armored Car Alrcraft MG's
Shotgun Cal .50 MG's

.0Al,50 ¥G3's Knee Hortars
Switechboard 9 20mm AL Guns

Drums Gas Rifles
Cases MG Ammo Ammo Dumps (assorted)
Food Dumps

(Or more) caves, tunnels

150mm Mortar
37rm Guns

HMG's

HiGTs

Cal .50 MG
Rocket Launcher
51mm Mortar
Knee Hortars
20mm AA Gun
Rifles

N |

=]

NN
NN R RO O

W

1
2
6
I
1
1
1
3
1
0
1
1
3
1
0

During the period, the Division continued to receive ex-
cellent air support, primarily from Marine dive bombers operating
under the 308th Bomb Wing., Strikes were utilized for the most part
in close support missions on objective areas of the 1st and 20th In-
fantry, bombing and strafing pin pointed gun positions, dumps and
troop concentration areas. The almost continuous air coverage achieved
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greatly restricted the enemy's movements. Several close support mis-
sions in which 500 and 1000 1b bombs were drorped on cobjectives only

- a few hundred yards from our troops were perfectly executed, to the
great satisfaction of battalion and regimental commanders. FPlanes
were talked to targets by Infantry ALP Officers, operating from
advanced battalion OP's, Extensive use was made of artillery and
chemical mortar WP shells to designate targetb. Daily missions were
continued against dump areas and installations on I ORO, T PACAVAGAN
and along the MARIQUIHA and BOSO BOSO RIVER areas. Late in the period
strikes were massed against enemy heavy mortar positions in deep ra-
vines on MT MATABA, and on lmown strong points in the MANGO RIVER
gorge, in preparation for a new drive in that sector. Although con-
crete resulis of these strikes were generally undetermined, many caves,
gun positions and dump arcas were known to have been destroyed. A
total of approximately 1050 sorties were flown, some 200 of which were
B-25ts and B-24's, and over 1000 tons of bombs were dropred.

PART IIT ¥E ATTACK TO THE NORTH

1. Estimate of the Situvation, 25 March:

Although the Southern part of his line had been destroyed,
it was expected that the cnemy would continue his stubborn defense
of the MT MATABL strongpoint and that our drive Northward toward
VATA and the WARIQUINA RIVER would be opposed by well organized de-
fenses. Sufficient time had elapsed since our first successiu
penetrations to the East for him to regroup his Central Sector forces,
reinforced by remnants of the Left Sector and %o displace his artil-
lery and heavy mortars to mcet our thrusts from the South,.

Several new identifications mede by the 63d and 20th Infantry
during the previous few days indicated that units originally carried
in the IFO arca were being moved Southward tc reinforce the eneny's
shattered left flank, while identifications of the 5th Medium lortar
Battalion in the 20th Infantry sector suggested the shifting of ele-
ments previously carried in the MT PACAWAGAN - MT HAPONANG BANOY
arcadSe.

The Division Order of Battle Summary for the period 19-25
larch licted newly identified units recently encountered in the Left
Sector, which raised the original ¢stimate to L000. Deducting known
enemy dead and an estimated number of wounded and probable dead from-
artillery and air bombardments, a total 3800 troops werc believed to
be still defending the Right, Central and Left Sectors of the MT ORO
MT MATABA portion of the SHIMBU Iine. There remeined the possibility
of the KIBIYASHI Battalion, SUZUKIL Battalion and 31st Infantry Regi-
ment, 8th Division being in the above areas, which would raise the
remaining strength ao approximately 7,700 troops.
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2. The Period 25-27 March:

This 3-day period was devoted to making plans and regrouping
forces for a co-ordinated attack to the North, to seize MT MATABA and
the high ground overlooking the MARIQUINA RIVER, West of the MARIQUINA -
BOSO BOSQ RIVER junction. The first two days saw both the 1st and 20th
Infantry expanding their present positions on the high ground West
of the BOSO BOSO RIVER and in the MT BAYTANGAN area, Both regiments
patrolled throughout their zones, searching for bypassed enemy rem-
nants. A combat patrol from Company "K", 1lst Infantry, contacted a
strong pocket of enemy in a wooded ravine, consisting of numerous
caves, which were closed or demolished by the direct fires from sup-
perting SPM's. A 20th Infantry patrol encountered an estimated 20
Japs in the process of setting up a 105mm gun. Accurately placed
mortar fire dispersed the Japs, killing 6, and our troops destroyed
the 105mm gun and three 75mm guns. 20th Infantry patrols in the 3d
Battalion zone probed for enemy dispositions and routes of approach
in the MT MATABA area.

1st Infantry and 6th Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop patrols
working East to the BOSC BOSO RIVER on 25 March moved slowly through
the heavily vegetated area Tast of MT BAYTANGAN. A Reconnaissance
Troop patrol located a bivouac of an estimated company of Japs, some
1500 yards North-Northeast of MI BAYTANGAN. In the Division zone,
the BOSO BOSO RIVER was found to be a deep gorge, with steep and
heavily wooded sides. Only a few crossing points were located.

Iate in the afternoon of 26 March, two reinforced platoons
of the 1st Battalion, 63d Infantry, advanced East toward the MANGO
RIVER and AMPID RIVER gorges with a mission of drawing fire to
determine enemy defenses and gun positions in the MT MATABA area.

In an effort tc screen our intenced thrust at MI MATABA from
the South, 3 reinforced platoons of the lst Battalion, 63d Infantry,
made an afternoon diversionary attack on the night of 27-28 March
toward the MANGO, AMPID and UNNAMED RIVER gorgese 81mm mortar fire
and 105mm fire from SPils were placed on the resgective objective
areas. Artillery fires supporting the "A" Company platoon set on
fire a large ammo dump at the mouth of the MANGO RIVER. Throughout
the night these groups harassed their objective areas with the fires
of 60mn and 8lmm mortars, MCG's and 37mm AT guns. Further North, the
3d Battalion, 63d dispatched Company "K" to a position 2000 yards
Southwest of MT ORO, to establish a base for reconnaissance missions
in the MT ORO area.

On the extreme left flank, a strong combat patrol of the
112th RCT, operating in the hills Northeast of SAN JOSE, engaged in
a stiff fire fight with a Jap outpost supported by 75mm guns, a 150mm
mortar, and smaller mortars. Twenty Japs were killed.
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_ One Company of the 6th Ranger Battalion moved to an assembly
area near BALARA FILTERS and prepared plans with the Division staff
for reconnaissance missions Fast of the BOSO BOS0 RIVER, to be
initiated the night of 2B-29 March.

Mearwhile, on the Division's right flank, the L,3d Division
mopped up caves and installations in the MT YABANG - MT CAMAYUMAN
areas. Blements of the 103d Infantry entered Niil BOSOBOSO in strength,
securing large quantities of enemy supplies and equipment, and pushed
patrols to the Bast and Northeast. '

3, March 28:

Substantial gains Northward into the enemy's Central Sector
were made by both attaclking regiments in the initial pushe. The 2d
Battalion, 20th Infantry, reinforced by 1 Platoon of Company "B",
824 Chemical kortar Battalion, jumped off just before midnight and
. advanced 600 yards to the Worth under the cover of darkness, moving
against light resistance but slowed by very difficult terrain. He~
suming their attack at 0800I, the battalion encountered increasingly
stiff resistance from automatic weapons, small arms and mortars,
Companies "F" and "G", in the assault, killed 85 Japs. The 3d Bat-
talion, also reinforced by a platoon of L.2 mortars, remained in
their assembly area until 0850L, at which time Company "L was com-
mitted on the 2d Battalion's right flank. This force advanced ap-
proximately 800 yards, followed by the remainder of the battalion,
to positions abreast of the 2d Battalion and some 1800 yards South
of MT MATABA proper.

The 1st Infantry launched their attack at 0730I. The 1st
Battalion, reinforced by a platoon of 4.2 mortars and a Camnon Com-
pany Platoon, pushed off behind a brief artillery preparation and
advanced 800 yards to the Horthwest. Enemy resistance was light, but
the nature of the terrain necéssitated slow progress. The 24 and 34
Battalions conducted intensive patrolling in their respective zones,
Fast to the BOSOBOSO RIVER. Several caves were destroyed by the 2d
Battalion assault team. 4 Company "E" patrol discovered an enemy
bivouac area and chserved an estimated 75 Japs, some cows and chickens,
at a point 1000 yards Wortheast of MT BAYTANGAN. Cur artillery
registered on this area.

63d Infantry patrols creating the diversionary attacks in
the river gorges North and Viest of MT. MATABA withdrew at daylight,
after having received only light mortar fire from the encmy.

Division Artillery, reinforced by the fires of the 757th
Meld Artillery Battalion, 517th Field Artillery Battalion, and one
battery each of the L65th and SLiith Field Artillery Battalions, sup- , -~
ported the attacks of the lst and 20th Infantrye Co "CY, 75Lth Tank
Battalion passed to Division control and began movement to the
Division area.

[
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L. March 29:
‘ Continuing the attack on MT MATABA at 0835I next morning,

the 3d Battalion, 20th Infaniry, reinforced, advanced North, then  «
Northwest across deep ravines and steep ridges and against well pre-
pared positions, gaining 700 yards. WNumerous caves and several log
pillboxes were destroyed. The 2d Battalion consolidated their present
‘positions, mopping up in the battalion zone and along the 3d Battalion
supply route. A small group of Japs who attempted to infiltrate "EY
and "F" Company positions during the night were repulsed and suffered
9 KIA. Sporadic enemy mortar fire fell throughcut the battalion area.

In the 1lst Infantry Sector, the 1st Battalion continued their
push to the North, after a brief artillery nreparation, and moved
several hundred yards through thickly wooded terrain. Company vAY,
in the assault, contacted strong enemy positions just short of their
day's objective. The 2d Battalion continued their patrols DTast to
the BOSOBOSO RIVER and combed for bypassed enemy elements in the
regimental zone. The Battalion Assault Team blew up 9 caves, and
Company "F" destroyed a cave containing a 105mm ammo dump. In the
3d Battalion zone, a Company "L" patrol discovered four 105mm guns,
two 75mm guns, and one 37mm gun, all destroyed and abandoned by the
Japs.

Operations in the 63d Infantry zone saw patrols probing , 2
deep into the MT ORO area, in a search for enemy dispositions and '
approach routes thereto., In a pre-dawn infiltration attack against
Company "K", two Japs carrying cone-shaped demolition chargcs were
killed. Further South, a lst Battalion ambush at MONTALBAN engaged
in an early morning skirmish with 15-20 Japs supported by 1 LG and B
mortars, and 5 Japs were ldlled. |

Companies "B" and "C", 82d Chemical Mortar Battalion, con-
tinued harassing fires in support of the attacking regiments and
screened the evacuation of several litter cases. Company "F%, 6th
Renger Battalion, patrolling beyond the BOSOBOSO RIVER Northeast of
MT BAYTANGAN, sighted small groups of Japs, but found no sigans of an
organized defensive line. Japs observed appeared to be transicnts.
Terrain encountcred was rugged and thickly vegetated, restricting
rmovement to trails. ;

5.‘ March 30:

Iittle gains were made by either 1lst or 20th Infantry on 30

March. Increasingly heavy resistance was met from terrain pre-
dominantly favoring the defense. Artillery and accurate 150mm mortar
fire inflicted heavy casualties on our troops and necessitated some
shifting of positions. On the East flani, the 1lst Battalion, 1st
Infantry, was stopped just short of the regimental objective by Jap
automatic weapons and morters. Early in the day, enemy artillery
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and heavy mortar fires fell on 2d Battalion positions, causing several
casualties. £n "F" Company patrol working North toward the junction
of the MARIQUINA ~ BOSOBOSO RIVERS encountered a small enemy bivouac
‘and observed an estimated 35 Japs, including men, women and children.

The 3d Battalion, 20th Infantry, made new thrusts to the
Horth. In a flanking moveménit to the right, Company “I" passed
through the 2d Battalion elements to reach their intermediate objec-
tive, only to draw immediately 150mm mortar fire of such accuracy and
intensity that they were forced to Withdraw. The 2d& Battalion con-
solidated their present positions and continued to police draws along
the 3d Battalion supply road, Nightfall found the 20th Infantry ele-
ments on an Bast-West line generally 1500 yards South-Southeast of
MT MATABA, with 3d Battalion on the right, 2d Battalion on the left.

In the 63d& Infantry sector, enemy artillery was active, all
" three battalions drawing considerable 105mm fire, believed to have
originated in the IPV area. In the 2d Battalion area an nEt Company
bridge guard was attacked by 7 "civilians". Two were taken prisoner
and were identified as pro~-Jap Filipinos. 4 N Company patrol in
the PURAY RIVER - TANOG RIVER area, toward MT ORO, made no enemy
contacts, and reported that the construction c¢f a supply road toward
¥T ORO via the PURAY RIVER would require a major Engineer effort.
Enemy patrols were active in the SAN ISIDRO area, and in the area
Northwest of MONTALBAN. To the Horth, a returning 7-men reconnals- i
sance patrol of the 112th RCT were ambushed by 20-30 Japs supported g
by 3 machine guns. In the cnsuing fight, 5 Japs were killed. ;

6. March 31 - April 1:

Operations for this two day period were largely confined to o
the consolidating and reorganizing of 1lst and 20th Infantry positions, i
while strong combat patrols searched for weak spots in the enemy's éa
line and sought artillery and mortar positions denying our advances i
both on MI MATABA and to the high ground overlooking the MARTQUINA ﬁ
RIVER, Patrols from "K" and "I" Compenies working across the BOSOBOSO o
RIVER Fast of MT BAYTAKCGAN drew considerable sniper and knee mortar
fire, though no organized positions of any consejuence were encounter-
ede On the lst of April, the 2d Batialion relieved lst Battalion ele-
ments in their positions in the Northermmost part of the regimental
zone, and the 1lst Battalion reorganized and preparcd to exploit the
gains of the 2d Battelion, in the latter's attack next day,

The 1lst Battalion, 20th Infantry, moved from BARAWKA under
cover of dariness to a forward assembly area to the right rear of 3d
Battalion elements, rclicving the 2d Battalion, which reverted to
Division Reserve in the viecinity of BALARA FILTERS.

In a renewal of activity on the high ground Northeast of
MONTALBAN, the enemy cmployed artillery and knee mortars on "L'" Company,
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63d Infantry outpost, and inflicted several casualties. Company "C",
75lth Tank Battalion, now in an assembly area near BARANKA, conducted
reconnaissance in both the lst and 20th zones, in preparation for
employment on 2 April. The remaining platoon passed to lst Infantry
control. '

6th Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop patrcls East of the BOSCBOSO
- RIVER reported no evidences of an organized lire of any kind., 6th
~ Ranger 3Battalion patrols toward MT PURRO encountered thickly vegetated
'areas which could be traversed only by dint of considerable hacking
of paths through the bamboo thickets. These patrols did not cross
the stream, but gained an OF commanding the BOSOBOSO RIVER trail.
Another Ranger patrol, following a trail Northeast from NT BAYTANGAN,
was blocked by MG fire at a point approximately 2000 yards South of
the junction of the MARIQUINA - BOSOBCSO HIVERS, Numerous foxholes
were observed to the front, while whistle signals and 'sounds of
considerable enemy activity were heard on the flanks of the trail
just traversed. The patrol withdrew, and reported having heard a
child crying, and sounds of chickens, just North of their furthest
point of advance,

7. Revised Estimate of the Situation, April 1:

Thus far in our Northward thrust, the enemy continued to re-
fuse his exposed Southern flank in the Central portion of the SHIMBU
Iine, doggedly denying cur forces access to the MI MATABA area.
Although forced to surrender the MI BAYTANGAN hill mass and the area
some 2000-2500 yards to the North thereof, he had countered North-
ward thrusts of the 1lst Infantry with such intense mortar, artillery
and MG fire that our troops had been forced to cede their slight gains.
Advances of both the 1lst and 20th had been met by remnants of the
Left Sector Force, with the 2d Battalion, 26th Independent Mixed
Regiment shouldering the bulk of the defense. Other identifications
of units in contact included 11th Air Sector remnants and stragglers
from the FUJITA Battalion. There was a noticeable lack of further
identifications of the 31st Infantry, 8th Division, The 31st Regiment
(1800) and the KIBIYASHI Battalion (750),still unidentified, comprised
a total of 2550 reserves capable of intervention,

The Division Order of Battle Summary for the period March 25 -
30 presented an encouraging picture. Estimating the total strength
of units identified less known dead to be 6673, as of 30 March, the
total estimated enemy WIA and KIA from artillery strikes were sub-
tracted to leave an estimated 3000 troops opposing our advances in

the Right, Central, and Left Sectors of the SHIMBU linc.
Although the Left Sector remnants in contact at present were

defending a line from MT MATABA generally East, there was as yet no
real indication as to the extent of these organized positions.
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