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MESSAGES
From the President: Dear Members—The
th
National Association of the 6 Division
Board voted to continue the organization, but
Sightseers will now be publish on the
website located at:
www.6thinfantry.com
Your participation and support continues to
be vital to our organization.
Cliffor Kessen, President (Cannon & K
st
Co, 1 Inf
From Thomas Price-Editor/ Website
Historian:
The National Association will continue. Our
organization, a 501(c)(3) Corporation will
continue its mission of historic preservation
and education. Newsletters will continue to
be published, but at the website and
available on the internet.
We have a new Treasurer, Danny Thomas,
th
Son of Vane W. Thomas (Med. Det. 20 Inf)

Our primary tool for historic preservation and
education is our website which I hope that all of
you have the opportunity to visit frequently.
It is important that you tell us your stories so that
we can preserve them. Our funds are now limited
to a little over $6,000. In this Sightseer issue we
tell the story of Vane Thomas, the father of Danny
Thomas, our new Treasurer. Danny spent many
hours researching his father’s story. It is a tribute
th
to his love for his father and the history of the 6
Infantry Division.
Many of you have stories to tell I encourage you to
get in touch with us and tell us your story.
Your support continues to be vital and your
contributions including your time, and your
irreplaceable stories of service or those of your
th
family members continues inspire us al. The 6
Infantry Division’s Sightseers will not fade away.
You can contact me at: admin@6thinfantry.com,
or me or Danny at: info@6thinfantry.com.
Thomas Price, Editor Website Historian,(son of
rd
Robert E. Price, 63 Inf Co D, L & Hq)
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Vane W Thomas

18 Sep 1920 – 24 Sep 2007
Dad was the oldest of three sons, all born in rural Egg Creek Township, a few miles north
of Granville, North Dakota.
Maurice (Morris) 18 Feb 1923 – 18 Jan 1942, was the middle child. He registered for
military service but died of appendicitis before going in. Records show that due to WWII
there was a shortage of medicines that would have saved his life.
John (Johnny) 14 May 1925 – 13 Feb 1945, was the youngest. He died in a bombing run
over Vienna, Austria. Months after confirmation, his fiancé returned her engagement ring
to my grandma Pearl. That ring has been passed down to me. Grandma said Grandpa’s
hair turned white overnight after hearing of John’s death.
At 10yrs of age, Dad worked for 50 cents a day, herding cattle on horseback. He attended
a one room schoolhouse and had to milk 6 cows before and after school every day.
Grandpa was the schools transportation system, transporting 11 children to and from
school in a 1928 Oldsmobile during good weather days. In the winter, a team of horses
hitched to a sleigh became the mode of transportation
From 1931-1936, the Thomas family had to rent a farm, giving half the crop to the
owner. The great depression proved to be a rough period of time to try and make ends
meet. Grandma went to work in a restaurant in Granville. The government began buying
cattle from farmers because there was no feed to sustain the cattle. The Thomas’ began
herding cattle for other farms, doing what ever they could to survive.
Dad and Mom, Hazel Ann Lee, married 6 Dec 1941. The next day, the Japanese bombed
Pearl Harbor. I’m sure that put quite a damper on their honeymoon.
Two months after their marriage, Dad was hired on at Westland Oil Company in Minot,
making 30 cents per hour. Mom & Dad rented a duplex for $7 a month; no running water
and an outhouse located out back, behind the house. They didn’t own a car so Dad had to
walk to and from work every day.

The following dates and information are the result of my own research on the internet, 6 th
Infantry Division website, and information requested from the archives. I purchased
research from Golden Arrow Resources, which found more than what I did on my own.
Other sources were from conversations with veterans Albert Sessler and Anthony Buemi.
The following books; Brothers Beyond Blood, Fighting for Life, BattleFire, The 1 st Field
Hospital and Righteous Might were also used in my research along with correspondence
with historians, one being Tom Price.
Many of the descriptions were taken from these sources. Most quotes and descriptions are
from the 6th Infantry Division book that Dad had included in his scrapbook. The other
books gave me a first hand glimpse as to what Dad may have gone through.
Another source of information before, during and after WWII was supplied by Tammy
Addleman, who interviewed Dad for a school project. Tammy is my niece, daughter to
my brother Larry.
Dad’s timeline has a lot of blank areas, simply because the information was missing or
my findings were not specific. Where applicable, I tried to be as detailed as possible.
When I didn’t have exact, I took information from my sources that I thought would apply
to the area where Dad was at.
Dad seldom talked about the war. Mom said it gave him nightmares so do not ask.
However, if he should say something, listen.

May 1, 1942.
Registers for the draft.
July 31, 1942
Receives Notice of Classification.

Larry is born November 3, 1942.
May 25, 1943.
Declared 1A by local draft board in Towner, McHenry County ND
October 1943.
Dad is drafted into the U.S, Army.
No Date..
His first Designation of Beneficiary shows Dad attached to Company B, 78 th Battalion,
16th Regiment. I have not been able to determine this location or origin of this unit.
Golden Arrow Research tells me there were many unit regiments like this, all pertaining
to replacement units.
October 20, 1943.
Dad had a physical and was inducted into the Army at Ft Snelling, MN where he became
part of service unit SCU 1175.
November 4, 1943.
Transferred to the 74th Replacement Unit, in limbo, waiting to be assigned to a proper
fighting unit.
November 11, 1943
Reported for active duty at Ft Snelling, MN. (Assignment while at Ft Snelling)

November 19, 1943.
Left Ft Snelling enroute to Ft Ord, CA. via Camp Roberts.
U.S Ground Forces Replacement Center, San Luis Obispo, Camp Roberts, CA.
He became part of the 263rd Replacement Company and was with this group until
reassigned in April 1944, just prior to being sent to the PTO (Pacific Theater of
Operations).
November 25, 1943
Arrived Camp Roberts, CA.
While Dad was at Camp Roberts, Mom, Larry, Aunt Mildred Crawford (Mom’s sister)
and her son Gary were there also, living outside of the base in a shantytown with other
GI’s wives and kids. There was no hot water or fire for cooking. Diapers had to be hand
washed out and hung over a fence to dry.
Because Dad was in basic training, he was not allowed off base, so Mom took a bus out
to see him once every two weeks. These women banded together and helped each other
out. Mom couldn’t take Larry on base so she left him with her new friends to babysit.
Firewood and coal were scarce so when they were given a wooden pallet to burn, they
were quite excited. Pallets are made from a very hard wood and hard woods burn longer.
They broke it up into manageable pieces and stacked it. However, during the night, Mom
woke up to the sounds of people stealing it. In fear of being harmed and with an infant,
she decided not to challenge the thieves.
Uncle Robert (Bob) Crawford was training in the same area. He was in the North Dakota
Reserve, part of the 188th Field Artillery Regiment. I cannot confirm that Bob was at the
same base as Dad but I know he ended up in the European Theater of Operations (ETO).

December 25, 1943
Christmas Dinner at Camp
Roberts
Notice what Dad wrote on the
bottom of the menu.

Notice Dad’s note on the
bottom of the Menu.

“The things checked we
didn’t have”

April 4, 1944.
Classified as 745 = Rifleman
April 6th, 1944
Dad was given furlough from April 6-24, 1944. Orders were also issued this date for him
to report to the US Army Ground Forces Replacement Center at Fort Ord, CA. rejoining
his unit on April 25, 1944.

Uncle Bob was shipped out overseas so Mom & Aunt Mildred got an apartment together
in Minot and lived on the little military allowances that were provided to them.
This picture was taken on the farm and dated April 1944. Grandma did a pretty good job
of dating and naming on most pictures. John and Dad were home on leave before
shipping out in opposite directions. This time period would be the last time they would
see each other.
I have John’s diary and plan on doing a historical search on him like I did on Dad.
John is on the left, Dad is on the right.

April 27, 1944
Change of Address

May 3, 1944
Another Change of Address

May 5, 1944.
Transferred to Camp Stoneman at Pittsburg CA. This was the normal embarkation from
this area. His personal effects were shipped to the port of San Francisco. I do not have a
record of his actual departure date to port. I would imagine it was the same day. Camp
Stoneman is about 240-250 miles north of Camp Roberts.

May 10, 1944
Embarked on
the USS
General T H
Bliss, AP-131
attached to 263rd
Replacement
Company
.

Albert (Al) Sessler and Dad were on this ship together. Records show that the Bliss was a
lone ship sailing without escort. Leaving San Francisco on May 10, 1944 they made brief
stops in Noumea, New Caledonia and Milne Bay before arriving in Oro Bay, Papua, New
Guinea on June 6th 1944.
They both arrived as replacements. During the war, you didn’t dwell on the word
replacement. You are there taking the place of someone. It crosses your mind; what will
my fate be? Will someone else be called up to replace me?

Everyone crossing the equator gets one of these;

The equator crossing occurred during the month of May 1944. The actual date, longitude
and latitude were censored because this was mailed home.

Follow the angle of “A” in GUINEA to the water. That is the location of Oro Bay.

New Guinea – A quote from the 6th Infantry Division book;
“While the slate-grey transports snaked their way through the torturous channels that led
to the inner harbor of Milne Bay, New Guinea, Red Star men crowded the decks to catch
their first glimpse of the strange, forbidding land that was to be their home for almost a
year. Those who remembered the motion picture travelogues and National Geographic
article recalled the vivid descriptions of the island of New Guinea – Strange land of
mystery peopled by headhunters, cannibals, death adders, man-eating crocodiles, and
dusky maidens in grass skirts; unconquerable jungles that begrudged the white man even
the few miles of coastal land he dominated; myriads of insects that carried the deadly
germs of scrub typhus, dengue, malaria, yellow fever and elephantiasis; scattered
missionaries whose untiring work made only small inroads on the paganism of the
natives; plantations of graceful palms that yielded huge quantities of copra and coconut
oil; and savage tribes whose ranks were decimated by plague, leprosy, yaws, jungle rot,
cholera and tropical ulcers. This was New Guinea, and many were the disturbing
thoughts that filled the minds of the men as they neared its shores.”
Typical New Guinea natives.

After arriving in New Guinea….
More training exercises took place for jungle combat and orientation.
Dad also most likely took part in these work details; help organize the equipment and
supplies that had arrived in Oro Bay before, during and after his arrival, (It is said that the
ships were unloaded in a hurry with its contents scattered everywhere along the beach.)
taking DUKW’S (pronounced ducks) to supply ships to bring supplies to shore, clearing
land for expansion of the area, guarding prisoners, documentation of the dead and
wounded, and being sent out on patrols.
Records clearly show that Dad disembarked at New Guinea on June 6 th 1944.
Unfortunately, the next official document is not until July 31, 1944. I can only attribute

this to the possibility that part of his records were destroyed and/or damaged in the St
Louis fire where these records are kept. I have other blank times in my research as well.
A good number of the copies are very faint and others have definite water damage.
Dad was extremely lucky not to have been assigned to a fighting unit as soon as he
arrived in New Guinea. He missed participating in the Battle of Lone Tree Hill (June 2030, 1944). The Sightseeing 6th had over 800 casualties of which 150 were killed in action
(KIA) The Japanese KIA estimate was 1342 including 400 sealed in caves from
demolition teams.
While in New Guinea, he put together this P-38 model.
I put the tape on it because the brass casings were getting loose and falling apart.
Dad wrote this description for me January 14, 1995

July 31, 1944.
He was officially made part of Company K, 20th Infantry Regiment, 6th Infantry Division.
A large number of the casualties from Lone Tree Hill were from the 20 th Infantry
Regiment. Since he was a replacement, probability is high that this is the reason he was
assigned to Company K.

In Tammy’s interview, Dad didn’t mention dates but recalled the following;
The Japs were holed up in some coral rock caves, common to the area. Dad’s unit had a
Caterpillar and a bulldozer. Dad drove the bulldozer and dropped TNT into the caves
from above.
One day while on perimeter duty, Dad had a close call when anti-tank guns were fired at
him. One of the shells landed in the bank 12 inches above his head. It was a dud and
failed to explode!
I don’t know if this happened before his permanent assignment to Co K or afterwards.
(Many of the descriptions are copied from the 6th Infantry Division website.)
Japs weren’t the only danger the men had to worry about in New Guinea. Scrub typhus,
dengue fever, malaria, yellow fever, elephantiasis, jungle rot, leeches, foxholes filled
with mud and water smelling of mold and rotting vegetation and, being only a couple of
degrees from the equator, it was hot. Men were ordered not to take off clothing for heat
relief. Doing this would put you in danger to diseases.
Research resulting in Morning Reports begins here. A Morning Report is in most cases,
an account of an individual’s location the previous day. It unfortunately is not thoroughly
descriptive. There may be a long list of men shown.
Example; August 1, 1944 contains a list of 40 men with a description at the bottom in
abbreviations that says “the above enlisted men assignment joined from 5 th Replacement
Depot APO 711 31 July 1944”
August 1, 1944.
Vicinity of the mouth of the Tor River.
Maffin Bay, Lone Tree Hill area.

August 21, 1944.
Aboard ship 1600hrs vicinity of Tor River, enroute to port of entry. Arrived port of entry
1615hrs. Embarked at 1700hrs enroute to Sansapor, Dutch New Guinea.
(Possibly LST 469)
This is what it looked like.

August 22, 1944
View of unloading activity at Tor River, Sansapor, Dutch New Guinea.

August 25, 1944.
At Wewe River Dutch New Guinea. Usual camp duties.

Arriving at Cape Sansapor, they encountered the enemy, retreating. Any enemy
displaying any sign of resistance was immediately killed. Others who submitted were
captured and taken as prisoners. The Japanese forces here were not the elite forces of
Maffin Bay. The Japanese at Sansapor were poorly organized and most were not looking
for a fight. Many were disillusioned and no longer subscribed to the cult of Bushido. At
Sansapor, the 6th Division set to work, almost immediately, to build a large airstrip for
continuing the assault northward to the Philippines and Borneo. Throughout the 6th
Division’s stay at Sansapor, it would be involved in intensive Jungle patrolling to root out
any Japanese resistance. In the Jungle, the enemy was discovered, usually when the
point-man was shot. The fighting which followed was typically short and furious.
The heaviest casualties at Sansapor were from the Jungle itself. An outbreak of scrub
typhus in an area of Kunai Grass brought with it nine dead. In the weeks ahead more than
1800 cases of scrub typhus were treated by Red Star Medics working for 24 hour
stretches or longer in treating the stricken men. With scrub typhus, a disease carried by a
tiny mite, the afflicted soldier would have malaria-like symptoms which nothing,
including Atabrine could treat. Many would simply experience fevers and chills until
they died. Simple treatment for fever, hope and time were the only remedy. For many of
the afflicted who did survive the only hope was evacuation. For them, their war in the
Pacific was over. Areas of Kunai Grass were burned and the Jungle was sprayed with
DDT. Swamps were drained. All clothing was washed in a soup of DDT. Men dusted
themselves with DDT. No one forgot to wear his clothing which was both dusted and
soaked in DDT.

During their time in Sansapor, the 6th Division continued to patrol deep into the jungle
and train, preparing for their next assignment.
In September of 1944, Major General Edwin D. Patrick assumed command of the 6th
Infantry Division after General Sibert was promoted to commanding General of X Corps.
Capable and respected, General Patrick was destined to lead the Sightseers through the
greatest amphibious operation of the Pacific war, at the Gulf of Lingayan only to be
killed and buried alongside his men on March 14, 1945 during operations against the
Shimbu Line near Bayanbayannan, Luzon.
Then came the constant loading of ships and more ships with supplies and equipment
preparing for the Divisions next destination
November 13, 1944.
Dad says an officer came by and had everyone stand at attention. He went up and down
the lines pointing randomly at soldiers saying; you, you, you…. Drop your weapons and
grab a medical kit. You are now medics.
Dad found it very strange that he was to be a medic. He was an expert marksman,
sharpshooter and BAR (Browning Automatic Rifle) man. But, orders were orders so he
did as he was told.
It’s my understanding that Dad would have first been assigned to a litter squad to get
experience and training, eventually becoming an aid man. Dad was a medic in the third
regiment of the 20th Medical Detachment. Each regiment normally has three battalions. A
battalion normally contained three rifle companies and a heavy weapons company. K
Company was in the third battalion of the 20th Infantry Regiment. The aid men and the
liter squads in the individual companies were part of battalion medics. Each battalion
medical organization was commanded by a battalion surgeon, a doctor, who in turn
reported to the regimental surgeon.
An aid man (medic) was assigned to a rifle platoon of a rifle company and provided
immediate treatment for someone who was wounded or ill. A medic essentially was the
platoon doctor when the platoon was on a detached assignment. The “Doc” was almost
always highly regarded by the platoon members. This was the guy that was going to take
care of them for jungle rot, diarrhea, headaches, wounds and when necessary, make sure
they were evacuated to an aid station or hospital.
I have no documentation to prove it, but I believe Dad’s duties were assigned within his
original Company K.
December 22, 1944
20th Medical Detachment (Dad’s unit) participated with the 3 rd Regiment in practice of
embarkation and debarkation maneuvers. They didn’t know it at the time, but they were
practicing for the invasion of Luzon, P.I.

December 23, 1944
Returned from practice and assigned usual camp duties.
December 26, 1944
Sansapor – Left vicinity of Wewe River at 0930. Embarkation was completed at 1200.
Usual troop duties while on board ship.
December 29, 1944
Left vicinity of Sansapor
The men set sail from Cape Sansapor thankful that they were finally leaving the Jungles
of New Guinea hoping never to return.
January 7, 1945
On board U.S.S Sumter APA-52 (this picture is dated 8 Sep 43)

The following are copied from the War Diaries of U.S.S. Sumter.
The first attack occurred on 7 Jan 45 at 1841. Aircraft type is unknown. Attack was
repelled out of range.
January 8 1945
The second attack occurred at 0540. A Heavy smoke screen was put over the ships to
obscure Jap visibility. Jap Val Dive Bomber came in low to water, climbed slightly and
dove into LST 912, named Mahnomen County, killing 4 men. LST 912 put out fires and
rejoined task force.

Jap Val Dive Bomber

The third attack occurred on 8 Jan 45 at 0756 when one Jap Hemp Zero made a bombing
run from bearing 170 from aft to forward. Two bombs were released as plane passed over
stern but landed in water 200yrds away. 20mm batteries obtained a few hits. A/C climbed
slightly. At 1500yrds it banked sharply and crash dived into the USS Callaway, directly
in front of USS Sumter. One man was killed from strafing. The A/C was on fire and hit
the starboard wing of the bridge tearing away part of the navigation bridge. The gasoline
from the plane ignited causing heavy casualties. Over the next few days, 31 men died.
Part of the 6th Infantry Division was on board the Callaway.
(No casualties in the 6th ID)
Jap Hemp Zero

January 9, 1945
The fourth attack occurred at the objective (Blue Beach) at 1304. A Jap Judy Dive
Bomber made a bombing run 2000yrds off port beam. Sumter opened fire, obtaining
numerous hits. The plane banked and started a crash dive on an Australian Cruiser.

Jap Judy Dive Bomber

The fifth attack by one plane (unidentified) was repelled by heavy anti-aircraft fire from
all ships in the vicinity of the Transport Area off Blue Beach, 9 Jan 45 at 1841.
January 9, 1945 Continued..
Dagupan, Luzon
20th Med Det landed with Regiment on Lingayen Gulf area, code Blue Beach. The first of
5 waves were on the beach at 0930. A few scattered shots opposed the landing. By dusk,
the line was secured. Usual combat duties – no casualties occurred.
The area had been heavily bombarded and shelled by air and naval support prior to
arrival.
I have no record of which wave Dad was on but I know he was part of the Blue 2 Beach
landing.

Upon landing, the 3rd Battalion of the 20th Infantry, in Division reserve went into an
assembly area west of Binloc and then furnished work parties to assist the Engineer boat
and Shore Regiment in unloading vital supplies.
The actual landing was anti-climax. However, bad weather with high winds hampered
unloading operations.

Only a few scattered shots opposed the doughs of the 1 st and 20th Infantry Regiments as
they moved rapidly inward, staying with the LVT’s until the first objective had been
secured. They roared through the fish ponds that boardered the beach and across the
Binloc River, securing by 1330 a beachhead adequate for the Division’s supply dumps.
LST’s pulled up to the beach and supplies started moving ashore, while elements of the
6th Recon reached the battered Dagupan Bridge and the leading elements of the 1 st and
20th took up positions astride the Mangaldan-Dagupan highway. By dusk on S-day this
line was secure and reconnaissance patrols were pushing south to Calasiao and Santa
Barbara. Blue Beach, which extended from the mouth of the Bued River to the Dagupan
River, had in the meantime become the scene of intense activity.
Dad was most likely somehow involved in this, receiving a Bronze Star.
Bronze Star awarded. Citation reads;
For meritorious achievement in active ground combat while serving with the Medical
Detachment, 20th Infantry Regiment 6th Infantry Division, on 9 January 1945, in the
Philippine Islands. Private First Class Thomas’ composure on the battlefield and devotion
to his medical duties aided in the 6th Infantry Division’s successful assault landing in the
Lingayen Gulf as part of the operation to liberate the island of Luzon. Private First Class
Thomas’ exemplary performance of duty in active ground combat was in keeping with
the finest traditions of military service and reflects great credit upon himself, his unit and
the Army of the United States.

The Sightseeing Sixth didn’t know it, but they had just begun a battle in Luzon that
would make them see action for a record breaking 219 days.

January 10, 1945
1st & 20th IR ordered to continue the advance in their respective zones, to seize line 3-3
(Mapandan – Santa Barbara – Calaisiao)
Med Det HQ section moved forward to vicinity of Salisy. 4 mile march.
(The above map does not show Salisay. It is located to the right of Dagupan, about where
the S. is for the label of S. Barbara)
January 11, 1945
Med Det Hq section moved forward to vicinity of Santa Barbara, Luzon. 4 mile march.
Usual combat duties.
On January 12th the 6th Division ran into the first organized resistance since the landing,
when a reconnaissance patrol advancing east along the Santa Barbara-Catablan road ran
into concentrated artillery, machine gun and small arms fire from well concealed
positions in the high ground near Minien. At a disadvantage because of the flat terrain,
the excellent visibility, the expertly camflouged positions of the enemy and his superior
numbers, the patrol was forced to withdraw.
The record of events goes on to list the names of those in intense battle and of those
killed and wounded in action.
I cannot confirm that Dad was there, only that he was in that area.

January 14, 1945
Med Det HQ section moved forward 4 miles by motor – still in the vicinity of Santa
Barbara.
Usual combat duties
On the 15th of January, the push started when Company E of the 20 th Infantry captured
the town of Lunec against light opposition, following a bombing and strafing mission by
support aircraft.
During the 16th, many contacts were made with small enemy outposts, while the 1 st
Battalion of the Sykesmen repulsed an enemy counter attack. On the same day, the 1 st
Infantry Division was ordered to seize Urdaneta, a key point on the north-south highway,
while the 20th Infantry Division was directed to seize and occupy the Cabaruan Hills
area…
January 17, 1945
Moved by motor forward 2 miles – vicinity of Lunec, Luzon
While other battles were going on, the 20th had been hammering at the Nips holding the
Cabaruan Hills. Following a preparation by artillery of the 51 st Field Artillery Battalion
and by 4.2 chemical mortars, the 2nd Battalion attacked to the southeast from its assembly
area near Lunec. The men advanced across open rice paddies through the crossfire of
entrenched machine guns to destroy numerous enemy emplacements and kill
approximately 100 of the enemy.
Lunec is not named on this map. It is located between Cabaruan and Cabaruan Hills.

January 20, 1945
Moved forward by motor to Villisis, Luzon. Traveled 15 miles.
Villasis is located on map above in lower right corner.
Officially promoted to Pfc.
Usual combat duties
January 25, 1945
Left Villisis at 0930 – arrived Cuyapo, Luzon. Distance 13 miles
Usual combat duties
January 29, 1945
Left Cuyapo 08000 – arrived Bunol, Luzon. Regimental Hq Distance 19 miles
By this time, all elements of the 20th Infantry were together, south of the Agno River.
This was the last day of the Battle of the Cabaruan Hills. Total enemy casualties for the
action in Cabaruan Hills were 1432 killed and 7 POW. The 20 th Infantry accounted for
919 enemy dead and the 1st Infantry 513. Our own battle casualties for this action totaled
81 dead and 198 wounded or injured in action.
January 30, 1945
The Battle for Munoz had begun.
Munoz is situated on the north side of highway 5, with the highway and railroad track
skirting the south edge of town. The town covers an area some 1400 yards in length and
600 yards in width at its widest point. The terrain is perfectly flat except for shallow
drainage ditches lining the streets. A deep draw or ravine about 200 yards north of the
school extended from the stream west of the town to well beyond the eastern side of
town. This draw was lined with scrubby undergrowth in spots, with patches of swampy
cogon grass and a thin growth of small trees. On all sides, the approaches to the town
were open, offering excellent observation to a defending force, but affording no cover or
concealment for attacking troops. There were numerous small trees of considerable
tactical value to an enemy as skilled in camouflage as the Jap. These trees were sprinkled
throughout the northern and eastern parts of town.
Company K of the 20th Infantry was prevented from entering Munoz by heavy rifle fire.
Enemy fire was so intense; a smoke screen had to be laid down to affect their retreat. The
heavily bombed town with shattered buildings afforded excellent cover for snipers and
ideal camouflage for enemy emplacements. Observers also spotted tank tracks and enemy
activity in the north section of town.
January 31, 1945
After morning preparation by the 51st Field Artillery Battalion, Company K attacked
from the northeast from a position astride the railroad, advancing about 200 yards to the
rice mill and railroad crossings without opposition. Suddenly, without warning, a stream
of automatic weapons fire from emplacements hitherto invisible pinned down the assault
platoons. Lacking sufficient cover for the employment of supporting weapons or flanking

patrols, the doughs dug in to hold the ground already gained and to escape the withering
fire that covered their positions throughout the day. At 1630 the balance of the 3 rd
Battalion with a platoon of 4.2 mortars worked its way to the line held by Company K
and dug in for the night.
February 1, 1945
Left Bunol arrived at Munoz, Luzon. Distance 9 miles.
In the next engagement, at the town of Munoz, the 1st, 20th and 63rd regiments
converged with tank and artillery support where the largest concentration of Japanese
armor was to be encountered in the war. The town of Munoz offered excellent defensive
positions for the Japanese and their well fortified and entrenched defenses which included
56 tanks. It quickly became obvious that this small town was going to take the entire
Division, plus support from American tanks and heavy artillery. Over the next five days,
intense fighting continued as the forces of the 1st and 63rd Infantry cut off the Japanese
escape route.
On the morning of 1 Feb 1945 at 0800, the 3 rd Battalion attacked the town of Munoz from
the southwest following a 15 minute preparation by the 51 st Field Artillery Battalion. The
attacking formation was Company K on the right and Company I on the left. The 3 rd
Battalion’s first objective was the north-south road along the west edge of town. Both
companies used two platoons abreast in the attack and one platoon in support. When
these assault platoons began pushing east from their positions north of the Rice Mill, they
again were stopped by heavy enemy fire. This time the enemy employed direct artillery
fire and 47mm fire from dug-in tanks emplaced in depth throughout the town. All enemy
positions were apparently mutually supporting as indicated by their fire. Our troops were
able to definitely locate two tanks and a field piece just east of the Storage Building.
Immediately our artillery and mortar fires were adjusted on these positions resulting in
destroying the field piece and setting the two dug-in tanks afire. With the 3 rd Battalion
unable to advance in either sector, the Regimental Commander ordered the 1 st Battalion
to attack from the right flank of the 3rd Battalion. ….. The 1st Battalion advanced to a
point on line with the 3rd Battalion’s right flank when Company A was stopped by enemy
fire coming from the vicinity of the Cemetery and Storage Building. … The battle
continues..
The Japanese did not honor the Geneva Convention. Our medics did not wear any
insignia that would identify them. It was a clear target for the Japs. They did not want
medics rendering aid to make it possible for that soldier to fight again another day. Since
medics were being fired upon, medics were allowed to carry the M-1 30 caliber carbine
and grenades for their own protection. I also read where white bandages were an
indication to the enemy that aid to a wounded man was being rendered so medics died
bandages a dark color to better hide what they were doing. Some also carried bandages in
their ammo belts in order to have more supplies but doing this shortened their ammo
count. It was also common not to yell the word “Medic”. Since the Japs new that word
and would use it themselves to lure out a medic, the men used code words or nicknames.

I believe this is the area where Dad is credited with this next citation.
Bronze Star with V Device. Citation reads;
For heroic achievement in connection with military operations against the enemy on 1
February 1945. An infantry company attacked the enemy who were firmly entrenched on
high ground and a raging battle ensued with no immediate sign of a let-up. Without
hesitation, Private Thomas, a member of the litter squad, went into the fierce battle
amidst cross-fire from both friendly and enemy troops to recover casualties. He made
three separate trips over one hundred yards of open terrain, each time bringing back a
wounded man.
(The V Device is issued for participation in acts of heroism involving conflict with an
armed enemy. It is a gold V placed in the middle of the Bronze Star Ribbon.)
One of the few stories Dad mentioned was when he was in a foxhole. He was bandaging
a wounded man, leaned forward for more gauze and a sniper shot the man he was
working on in the head. The bullet was meant for him. Dad said, “Evidently, it just
wasn’t my time.”
Dad told Tammy in his interview of another close call. He was sitting atop a foxhole with
another soldier, treating his foot and accidentally dropped the tape. When he jumped into
the foxhole to retrieve the tape, a mortar hit close by and killed the soldier he was tending
to.
February 2, 1945
At 0730 another coordinated attack was launched by the 1 st & 3rd Battalions. The 1st
Battalion was to continue pushing northward and the 3 rd Battalion to attack toward the
northeast. However, as previously experienced, heavy crossfire from enemy automatic
weapons, artillery and tank guns, kept our troops pinned down….
This is where I believe Dad was wounded from an artillery shell. Records show he was
shell shocked and wounded in action by a shell fragment to the right knee. Dad was
unconscious for two days. The wound however, was not to his knee. It was to his right
calf.
Evacuated to Co H 6 Med Bn
Purple Heart awarded February 26, 1945.
On February 4th, all three battalions of the 20th along with two field artillery groups were
able to knock out enemy defenses. It is in this battle where T/Sgt Donald E. Rudolph
earned the Medal of Honor.
The Munoz battle lasted through February 7, 1945. Casualties of the 20 th IR and
attachments amounted to 47 KIA (Killed in Action), 164 WIA (Wounded in Action), 36
IIA (Injured in Action) 9 DOW (Died of Wounds). Total enemy dead was 1,527.

February 14, 1945
Returned to duty; catching up to his unit at Bongabon, Luzon.
February 16, 1945
Left Bongabon arriving in vicinity of Camias, San Miguel, Luzon distance 41 miles.
February 18, 1945
Left Camias, San Miguel arriving in Paso de Blas Province of Balcan, Luzon distance 43
miles.
February 20, 1045
Left Paso de Blas arrived in Banlat, Luzon. Distance 9 miles.
February 23, 1945
Left Banlat – arrived vicinity of Barangka, Luzon traveled 4 miles
February 26, 1945
Left Barangka – arrived Bayanbayanan, Luzon distance 4 miles
The 20th consolidated its positions in the hills east of Bayanbayanan and carried on
extensive patrol activities in the hills. A strong banzai attack on Company I positions in
the early morning hours of 2 March resulted in 68 enemy dead as against two of the
Sykesmen wounded in action.
Was Dad involved in this? I don’t know.
March 18, 1945
Moved east 4 miles at 1300
The 20th Infantry had met stubborn resistance in its sector on the 1st Infantry's left.
Although the opposition to the 20th Infantry was not well organized, it was so
widespread that the regiment found it difficult to concentrate forces at any one point to
achieve decisive penetrations and, like the 1st Infantry, had to advance in a series of
patrol actions. By evening on 22 March the 20th was generally a mile and a half west of
Mt. Baytangan, but one company, working around to the north, had gained a foothold on
a wooded ridge overlooking the Bosoboso Valley less than a mile west-northwest of
Baytangan's crest.
By this time General Hall, the XI Corps commander, had begun to feel that the 6th
Division was bogged down in interminable small unit actions. In the 43d Division's area
the 172d Infantry's gains were scarcely more satisfying. Only in the 103rd Infantry's
sector had progress been such that Hall could still feel that his plans were basically
sound. Meanwhile, steady attrition from both battle and non-battle casualties had reduced
the effective strength of the four regiments committed. Together, they had lost
approximately 120 men killed and 325 wounded during the period from 15-22 March.

The rifle companies of the 172d Infantry had few more than 50 effectives apiece; the 1st
and 20th Infantry Regiments were 900 and 850 effectives, respectively, under authorized
strength. Each of the four regiments in the line was losing 55-60 men a day killed,
wounded, injured, or evacuated for sickness or combat fatigue. Such attrition would soon
destroy the regiments as effective combat units.
March 29, through April 2, 1945
Bayanbayanan, Luzon
Division artillery reinforced by the fires of two medium battalions and two heavy
batteries, supported the northward attacks of the 1st and 20th Infantry. The doughs
advanced slowly, crossing deep ravines and clambering over steep ridges to gain precious
yards. Again they were subject to the pounding of enemy artillery, mortars and rockets,
the cross-fires of mutually supporting machine-gun emplacements, and the fury of
repeated banzai attacks. The 20th advanced through the desperately defended hill country
to the very base of Mt Mataba, but they were forced to dig in to escape the punishing fire
of the enemy weapons. On 2 April the depleted ranks of the 20 th Infantry moved out of
the hills while the 63rd took over to spearhead the final attack on Mataba. The 1 st
remained in the hills to secure the Baytangan-Bosoboso area and continue development
of enemy positions to the north.
Bronze Star with V Device. Citation reads;
For heroic achievement in connection with military operations against the enemy on the
29 March 1945. Private Thomas, with disregard for his personal safety, rushed across
open terrain and successfully removed a wounded man to a defiladed area. Despite heavy
enemy mortar fire, he administered medical aid until a litter squad evacuated the
wounded man. Private Thomas’ courage resulted in saving the life of a wounded
comrade.
Dad was also wounded at Bayanbayanan getting another Purple Heart. I do not have the
morning report nor do I have a report giving the description of the wound. However,
Larry and I are witness to seeing the scar on his left arm. Dad told Larry that this wound
happened in an area away from the front. According to the Bronze Star citation, he was in
this battle. The Purple Heart says he was wounded that same day. Given what Dad told
Larry, I can only surmise that he was shot after accompanying the wounded man to a
safer area. If he was shot in a safer area by a Jap sniper, it would have been from a great
distance, causing the bullet to loose velocity and tumble. This leads me to believe that the
Jap was aiming for a spot higher than Dad’s midsection.

March 30, 1945
Dad’s status is changed to code 861, Surgical Technician. Description;
Performs a variety of nonprofessional surgical and medical duties in rendering surgical
care and treatment to patients.
Prepares operating room and surgical equipment for use, cleaning and washing
equipment and sterilizing linen, equipment and instruments. Assists operating personnel,
preparing patients for operation, assisting in the administration of hypodermic injections
and anesthetics, and handing instruments and materials to surgeon. Assists in transporting
patients to and from operating rooms, gives first aid treatment, changes dressings, and
bandages, treats minor injuries such as cuts, bruises and boils, and performs other duties
in the preoperative and postoperative care and treatment of surgical cases. Must have
knowledge of anatomy, physiology, material-medica, and operation room procedures.
March 31, 1945
Returned to duty.
April 4, 1945
Left Bayanbayanan and arrived in the vicinity of Noviliches Watershed area. 22 miles
While the 63rd was attacking Mataba, the 20th Infantry continued to secure the Novaliches
watershed area and the high ground west and northwest of Montalban until 16-17 April
when it effected a mutual relief with the 145th Infantry, which had been policing Manila.
During the northward drive that marked the final phase of the Sightseers’ operations
against the Shimbu Line, from 25 March to 30 April, an additional 2394 Japs were killed;
rising to over 6500 the number of enemy destroyed in the area by the 6 th Infantry
Division and attached units. Division casualties for the period totaled 107 killed in action
and 569 wounded or injured.
The Sightseers who left the Shimbu Line for their new stations in west central Luzon
were red-eyed and worn, their faces reflecting the sleepless nights and agonizing days
that had been their lot for almost two and one half months on the Shimbu Line, facing the
heaviest concentrations of artillery, mortar and rocket fire that the Japs had used in their
entire Luzon campaign. The fighting men of the 6th had completed 112 days of
uninterrupted combat from the landing on 9 January to their relief on the Shimbu Line on
30 April, the only division in the Pacific to face such concentrated enemy might over so
great a period of time without a break.
Since 22 February the 6th Division had suffered approximately 1,335 combat casualties-335 killed and 1,000 wounded--and over three times that number of men had been
evacuated from the front lines either permanently or temporarily for noncombat injuries,
sickness, and psychoneurotic causes. The Sixth Army's twin millstones of the Luzon
Campaign--lack of combat replacements and lack of strength to effect timely rotation of
units in contact--had weighed heavily upon the division.

May 11, 1945
Awarded Good Conduct Medal
May 22, 1945
Official notice in morning reports of duty change to 861.
May 28, 1945
Dad has been notified of John, his youngest brother, MIA in a bombing run over Vienna,
Austria and writes a letter to the commanding officer requesting other duty. Maurice, his
middle brother, was inducted in 1942 but died of acute appendicitis before enlisting.
A short time later both of his grandparents died. Now with John listed as MIA 13 Feb 45
with no further information, it is feared that he is the last remaining son. His parents had
become extremely nervous and stressed. Being granted other duty would relieve his
mother of further aggravated worry, which the doctors say is necessary for her future
health.
Recommended approvals were given at;
1st Ind. Med Det 20th Inf,
2nd Ind. Hq 20th Inf,
3rd Ind. Hq 6th Inf Div,
4th Ind. Hq XI Corps.
5th Ind. Hq 6th Army
6th Ind. Hq no records available
7th Ind. War Dept Washington, DC was not favorably considered
During its stay in west central Luzon, the 6th Infantry had killed 1320 Nips and captured
269 prisoners of war to clear that vital area of all threats from enemy stragglers and
armed patrols. From Lingayan to Manila, the Sightseers had cleared central Luzon of all
organized enemy forces. Now it was facing a showdown battle of the Philippine
campaign in the Cordillera Mountains of northern Luzon.
June 2, 1945
Left Manila 0700 arrived at San Isidro, Nueva Vizcaya Province, Luzon 1330 traveled
108 miles.
June 8, 1945
Left San Isidro, Nueva Vizcaya Province, Luzon 0820 arriving vicinity of Bone South
Nueva Vizcayay, Luzon 1200 – 48 miles.
On the 8th of June, the 20th Infantry, under the control of the 37th Division, was assigned
the mission of securing highway 5 and mopping up bypassed enemy pockets in the
Aritao-Bambang area.
June 10, 1945
Left Bone South, arrived Bambang, Nueva Vizcaya Province, Luzon 1200 – 18 miles

On June 12th, the 6th Division took over, with the 20th continuing to secure highway 5 and
the 63rd relieving the 37 Division in the Solano-Bagabag area. Two days later, the
Sykesmen moved out in the first drive by the Sightseers in their new sector, with the 2 nd
Battalion pushing west from Bambang into the hills that overlooked the town. They were
temporarily stopped by a sizable force of Japs well dug-in on the high ground 4000 yards
west of Bambang, the same enemy that had ambushed a platoon of the 6 th Recon troopers
returning from a reconnaissance patrol. A three day push through strong defenses in
thickets and caves along the Bambang-Pingkian road brought the battalion to a position
just east of Salinas and netted more than 830 enemy dead; most of them accounted for by
the Sightseers artillery.
The attack was continued after Company E had killed 45 Nips in repulsing an early
morning counterattack, and the 3rd Battalion moved around the left flank of the 2nd to cut
the Salinas-Pinkian road in two places. On the 21 st, while the 2nd Battalion was cleaning
up in the Salinas area, the 3rd occupied Pingkian and established contact with elements of
the 32nd & 33rd Divisions to seal off all Jap escape routes to the north between highways
5 and 11. Active patrolling was conducted throughout the area until 29 June when the 1 st
Infantry, just arrived in new Division zone, relieved the 20 th Infantry units.
June 22, 1945
After receiving word of John’s death in ETO, Grandpa & Grandpa Thomas started a
letter writing campaign trying to get Dad home. Maurice died of appendicitis
complications and John died in a bombing run over Vienna, Austria, leaving Dad the only
living child.
He finally was granted non-hazardous duty June 22, 1945 pending approval of the
application. When word actually reached the 20 th Medical Detachment is unknown.
July 1, 1945
Left Bambang 0630 arrived Cauayan, Isabela Province, Luzon 1230 – 84 miles

July 23, 1945
Left Cauayan 0730 arrived Lamut Mountain Province 1200 – 70 miles
August 15, 1945
Japan Surrenders.
September 2, 1945
Formal surrender in Tokyo Bay on board USS Missouri.
September 8, 1945
Arrived vicinity of San Juan, La Yunion Province, Luzon 0530 – 200 miles
Now that WWII is officially over, the troops are adding up their points to see who gets to
go home, who is going on to Korea and volunteers to stay with their unit. The later would
be Dad. He chose to go on to Korea, spending seven weeks there before being sent home.
Tammy’s records lead me to believe Malaria was the cause for his departure from Korea.
October 7, 1945
Left San Juan 0930 to board APA-121 USS Hocking attack transport ship. Boarded ship
at 1100

October 17, 1945
Debarked from ship at 0600 at Jinsen, Korea. Boarded train at 1030 to objective area.
This is a picture of Dad taken during
debarkation at Jinsen, Korea.

October 18, 1945
Arrived by train at Kwangju, Cholla Namdo Province, Korea at 0930 – 200 miles
October 23, 1945
Promoted to S/Sgt per par 1 SO 118 Hq 20 th Inf APO 6 22 OCT 45 at Kwangju.
November 13, 1945
Relieved from assignment and duty and attached unassigned to Personnel Center APO
901 per paragraph 1 Special Order #2 HQ Personnel Center APO 901 effective date
change morning report (EDCMR)
Dad’s exact departure date from Korea is unknown. What we do know is, he had a bad
case of Malaria and quarantined at the hospital on Angel Island in the San Francisco Bay.
From there he had to go to Fort Lewis, Washington where he was given an honorable
discharge on December 16, 1945.
A train took him from Fort Lewis to Minot where he was met by Mom. Along with her
was RJ Coughlin, the owner and president of Westland Oil. Mr Coughlin took them to
dinner and gave Dad a job as manager of the Minot Bulk Fuel Plant. Starting salary was
$250/month. Not too bad of a wage for the end of 1945.
Dad had a lot of health problems stemming from his Malaria and was hospitalized four
times. The closest VA Hospital was in Fargo, ND, over 400 miles away. Mom & Dad
simply could not afford to make all the necessary trips to Fargo and therefore lost any
disability compensation that he may have been entitled to.
I was born in 1950 and do not remember any hospital stays. I do however remember
seeing him at his worst. There were times when he would have an itching feeling. This
would be an alert as to what may be coming. Sometimes, that itch turned out to be a giant
swelling. It reminded me of pictures I’d seen of Elephantitis. It was extremely painful for
him and horrible to see. The remedy would be a shot of adrenalin. The adrenalin would
speed up the body process so the swelling would go down before it had a chance to reach
its maximum. The only time he’d use adrenalin is when the swelling would be in a
critical spot, ie; face, throat, tongue, temple, around a vital organ, etc. and, being a former
medic, he new how to administer shots.
When I was very young, he used to give himself a shot in the leg. The leg wasn’t the best
place because it was so far from the vital spot, taking longer to get to the effected area.
So, when I became a teenager, he showed me how to give him the shot. It would not be
uncommon for him to wake me in the middle of the night and I’d see him with his face or
tongue starting to swell. He usually had the syringe all ready to go so all I had to do was
sterilize the area in his upper arm and administer the shot. I’d wait for a few minutes to
get an OK that he felt it working and I’d go back to bed.
I’m not a Doctor. The closest I ever got was having the initials D.R. (it’s ok to laugh)
However, I do personally feel that not only did Dad have Malaria; I also feel he had a

form of Elephantitis, which was another of the many documented diseases in the area
where he fought.
My father’s legacy continues when he went to work at Minot Air Force base, earning the
Air Force’s highest civilian award. His accomplishments while holding different offices
of the American Legion are also quite noteworthy. He bravely fought blindness and
cancer. He truly is my hero.
When I grow up, I want to be just like my Dad.
I missed that mark by a country mile.
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November	
  16,	
  2016.	
  
	
  
Special	
  Meeting	
  and	
  Electronic	
  Vote	
  By	
  the	
  6th	
  Infantry	
  
Board	
  Replacing	
  Our	
  Outgoing	
  Treasurer,	
  Patricia	
  Keesen.	
  
	
  
Board	
  Members	
  Participating	
  in	
  the	
  Vote	
  Were:	
  President	
  
Clifford	
  Keesen,	
  Vice	
  President	
  Roger	
  Copinger,	
  Cathy	
  
Wilson	
  ,	
  Kelly	
  Groff,	
  Robin	
  Groff,	
  and	
  Thomas	
  Price.	
  	
  
	
  
Not	
  available	
  for	
  Vote:	
  Russ	
  McLogan.	
  
Patricia	
  Keesen,	
  our	
  outgoing	
  Treasurer,	
  did	
  not	
  vote.	
  
	
  
	
  

Our	
  Treasurer,	
  Patricia	
  Keesen,	
  announced	
  that	
  she	
  wished	
  to	
  step	
  
down	
  as	
  Treasurer	
  as	
  soon	
  as	
  the	
  Board	
  could	
  determine	
  and	
  install	
  a	
  
new	
  Officer	
  and	
  Treasurer	
  to	
  serve	
  on	
  the	
  Board.	
  
	
  
Website	
  Historian,	
  Thomas	
  Price	
  MOVED	
  that	
  Danny	
  Thomas,	
  son	
  of	
  6th	
  
Infantry	
  WW	
  II	
  Veteran,	
  Vane	
  Thomas,	
  be	
  approved	
  and	
  appointed	
  by	
  
the	
  Board	
  to	
  serve	
  in	
  the	
  capacity	
  as	
  Treasurer	
  for	
  the	
  National	
  
Association	
  of	
  the	
  6th	
  Infantry	
  Division,	
  Inc.,	
  and	
  that	
  we	
  take	
  a	
  vote	
  on	
  
approving	
  him	
  as	
  our	
  new	
  Treasurer.	
  
	
  
Danny	
  Thomas	
  indicated	
  that	
  if	
  elected	
  by	
  the	
  Board	
  he	
  was	
  willing	
  and	
  
honored	
  to	
  serve.	
  
	
  
President	
  Clifford	
  Keesen	
  seconded	
  the	
  motion.	
  With	
  the	
  exception	
  of	
  
Russ	
  McLogan,	
  who	
  was	
  not	
  available,	
  and	
  Patricia	
  Keesen,	
  our	
  outgoing	
  
treasurer,	
  the	
  motion	
  passed	
  by	
  an	
  affirmative,	
  “yea”	
  vote	
  of	
  all	
  other	
  
officers.	
  	
  	
  Therefore,	
  Danny	
  Thomas,	
  whose	
  contact	
  information	
  is	
  set	
  
forth	
  below	
  is	
  appointed	
  our	
  New	
  Treasurer	
  and	
  is	
  authorized	
  as	
  the	
  
organization’s	
  official	
  Treasurer	
  to	
  keep	
  and	
  faithfully	
  maintain	
  the	
  
financial	
  account	
  for	
  the	
  organization.	
  
	
  

	
  
Mr.	
  Thomas’	
  contact	
  information	
  is	
  set	
  forth	
  as	
  follows:	
  
	
  
Danny	
  Thomas	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Prepared	
  by—	
  

Thomas E Price

Thomas	
  E.	
  Price,	
  Website	
  Historian,	
  	
  
	
  
Confirmed	
  and	
  reviewed	
  by	
  Cathy	
  Wilson.	
  
	
  
Without	
  Objection	
  these	
  Minutes	
  are	
  approved.	
  

