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Hambelton Hotel, Gainesville 1920s 
   Right to left: Ellendar , Houston, Neva, Adda, Eva Hambelton. The two children are Foss and Irene Culpepper , 

Eva’s children.  Deloris Hambelton Hobbs is unsure about the identity of the men. If you can identify them, please let 

Deloris know.  In a story that Ruby Robins wrote for the Ozark County Times Oct. 23, 1975, she interviewed Earl Ho-

gard, son of John S. Hogard. He said at one time B. W. Hogard and his son, John S., operated two hotels in Gainesville.  

The Hogards built the building pictured above about 1910 and operated it until the death of B. W. Hogard in November 

1917. It was located on what is now North Main just off the square.  C. C. Hambelton purchased the hotel from the Ho-

gard heirs in February 1918.  See story on page 3.   Photo courtesy of Reba Bean and Deloris Hobbs 

Also in this issue. . . Albert Thompson GAR Post p.2, The Pettits Ozark Theatre p. 4, 

The conclusion of Drafted Before Pearl Harbor p. 6,  The Kissees and Keesees p. 8,  

Paton and Nancy Keesee p. 9,  Singing Schools p. 10,  Baseball in 1904 p. 11.  
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    From the Editor  

   As always, we need your help. If you have photos of singing schools or 

the singing convention, please let us know. We have several members 

who could scan your photos and get them back to you immediately. We 

are still looking for pictures of movie theatres in Ozark County too.  

   The next OCGHS program relates to early photography in the Ozarks. 

Your ancestors undoubtedly had a stereopticon and some cards which 

they could look at in 3-D. We’ll have a hands-on program with some 

REAL antiques on Sept. 18 at 10 a.m. at the training room of Centu-

ry Bank in Gainesville.  Please join us!  
 

An Answer:  Albert G. Thompson GAR Post  
 

   I believe the GAR Post was named for Albert G. Thompson  who is in 

A History of Ozark County (567-568).  He was born in 1847 and died in 

1885.  Chances are it was his son, Albert, that spoke at the 1909 service. 

   Albert Thompson served in Captain Kidd's Missouri Volunteers and 

the Iowa 5th Cavalry. He was a POW at Andersonville Prison where he 

contacted typhoid and scurvy. He was discharged at Davenport, Iowa, 

April 15, 1865. 

   He had a daughter named (Serena) Alice who married Reuben 

Dean.  He was my great-great grandfather.  Elaine King Bonham 
 

Correction: Carrie Naugle Murphy 
 

   Re:How Decoration Day was Celebrated (May 2008). Ora P. Murphy 

should have said Mrs. Ora P. Murphy. My grandmother, Carrie Naugle 

Murphy,  attended the services at Souder Cemetery for more than 50 

years on May 30.  After the date for the holiday was changed, Grand-

mother went both days.  If Spring Creek was impassable by auto, my 

father, Lyle Murphy, took her by team and wagon and they forded 

Spring Creek to attend decoration. Grandmother Carrie's final resting 

place is beside her husband Ora P. Murphy, in the Souder Cemetery.   

Donna Walker.  
 

Minutes of the July 2008 meeting 
 

  The OCGHS met July 24, 2008, at the Century Bank training room. The 

minutes of the May 22, 2008 meeting were approved as read. 

   The treasurer's report showed a beginning balance of $6,541.69.  Total re-

ceipts of $572.28 and total disbursements of $26  leaving a checkbook balance 

of $7,087.97.  Savings account balance is $7,683.28.  Petty cash balance is 

$142.35.  Total assets of OCGHS on July 22, 2008 are $14, 913.60. 

Old Business 
   Sue Ann Jones reported on binding and/or digitizing all of the Old Mill 

Run.  A motion was made and seconded to both digitize and bind the publica-

tion.  The digitizing can be done for less than $500 and probably in the $300 

range by Mark Zecy,   American Micro of Kansas City.  The binding can be 

done by a company in Michigan, Hoag and Sons, for $57 for a two inch 

book.  It was suggested the Society investigate the possibility of having the 

binding done locally by Wayman King who is opening a print shop. 

The motion passed to both digitize and bind the Old Mill Run.   Janet Taber, 

Sue Ann Jones and Susan Ault volunteered to gather the copies for digitizing 

and binding. 

   Sue Ann Jones contacted Nancy Walker , Hootin an Hollarin chairperson, 

about showing the Jernigan and Bank Vault album pictures during Hootin and 
(Continued on page 12) 
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By Deloris Hambelton Hobbs 

 

   My grandfather, Cydney Chancey Hambelton, died in 

1918 leaving my grandmother, Ellendar Cope Hambelton 

with several children still at home.  Not long before my 

grandfather died, he’d bought the Hogard Hotel from the 

Hogard family. Thus, my grandmother had a way to make 

a living for herself and her children after his death. 

   My dad, Houston Hambelton, was 12. His sister, Adda, 

was 20, and their brother, Lester, was 23. The three oldest 

children, Neva, Eva and Everett, had left home or were 

married. 

   The hotel was north of the Amyx Auto building, just off 

the square in Gainesville. Just a few feet separated the 

porch of the hotel and the Amyx building. 

   I think various family members lived at the hotel at dif-

ferent times.  My father married Ola Ingram in 1925, and 

they lived and worked the hotel until my grandmother’s 

passing in 1933. 

   Foss and Irene Culpepper, my dad’s niece and neph-

ew, lived at the hotel and later Foss worked at the electric 

ice plant that was just down the street from the hotel. The 

hotel did not have electricity. They used oil lamps and 

had an ice box for keeping food 

and probably a wood stove for 

cooking. 

   My dad went to barber school at 

some time. I think it was before he 

and mother were married.  He had 

a barber chair in the hotel and 

worked there. Later, he had a bar-

ber shop in Gainesville until the 

time of his death in 1963. 

   After my grandmother, Ellen 

Cope Hambelton, died, my father 

traded the hotel for a farm north of 

Gainesville owned by his sister, 

Adda. She ran the hotel for a time 

and later sold it to the Amyxs. 

   My siblings, Reba, Thelma and 

Harold were born while our par-

ents were living at the hotel. My 

sister, Reba, thinks Adda owned 

the hotel until about 1939, before 

selling it to the Amyxs. 

   The following are memories 

from my sister, Reba Hambelton 

Bean. She was 9 when she moved 

from the hotel. 

 

   Family style meals were served 

in a dining room on a table that seated 20 people. You 

could eat for 25 cents, but later the price escalated to 50 

cents. This was a family-style meal, always with a half 

slice of peach served in a little green-stem dish. There 

was a large bell that would ring for the meals. I think this 

was referred to as “dinner bells” at that time.  

   After the court house burned (November 1934), court 

was held on one side of the Amyx Auto building. I was 

curious about hearing everyone discuss a murder trial 

and went to court by myself one day. I was very young, 

maybe 6 or 7. The authorities brought a prisoner and kept 

him over night at the hotel. The man was in chains, and it 

was very scary for me and my brother and sister. The jury 

would stay at the hotel, and there was a large room where 

they all stayed together. Marjorie Mitchell worked at the 

hotel and was the babysitter for me and Thelma and Har-

old while our parents worked.  

   There was a well on the back porch, and Harold 

dropped a loaf of bread in the well once. Another time he 

poured kerosene in the well.  Marjorie worked there dur-

ing the time the road to West Plains was being built. Our 

parents had to get up at 4 a.m. to prepare breakfast and 

make sandwiches for the men to take to work. (Cont. on page 12.)  

Memories of the Hambelton Hotel in Gainesville  
C. C. and Elendar Cope Hambelton  

Below:  Foss Culpepper and unknown man inside the electric plant in Gaines-

ville. It was on North Main Street.  Culpepper was a grandson of C. C. and Ellen-

dar Hambelton.  The electric plant was taken over by the White River Valley Elec-

tric Cooperative in 1940. Photo courtesy of Deloris Hambelton Hobbs.  
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   The  Harlins in Gainesville had 

suggested the Pettits open a theatre 

there, Pettit told Brown.  Pettit 

talked to Brown about a “make-shift 

theatre housed in a dirt-floor barn just 

off the square” that operated before 

the Pettits opened their theatre.  To 

date, no long-time Ozark Countian 

has come up with a theatre in Gaines-

ville that matched that description.  

Movies had been shown in Gaines-

ville at various locations but not on a 

regular basis.  The Hollingsworths 

(see The Old Mill Run May 2008) 

showed movies occasionally in 

Gainesville. 

   The Crisps opened a theatre in 

Gainesville some time after the Pettits 

(the exact date is not known), but that 

theatre does not match Pettit’s de-

scription.  Marvin Looney said that 

the Pettits bought out the Crisp theatre 

soon after it opened. 

   At least in the beginning, the Pettits 

sold popcorn but not drinks in Gaines-

ville.  They opened a drug store just a 

few doors from the theatre, so patrons 

could buy a cola there if they were 

thirsty. 

   There was no bathroom for public 

use in the theatre.  Patrons were on 

their own to find a place if the neces-

sity arose. 

   Several people worked for the Pet-

tits in Gainesville at one time or an-

other.  John Harlin ran the popcorn 

machine for a while.  Harlin told 

Brown he once was paying more at-

tention to some young women outside 

the theatre than to the popcorn ma-

chine, and it caught fire.  It took both 

Harlin and Pettit to put the fire out, 

and Harlin expected to be fired, but he 

wasn’t. 

   Walter Cowart ran the projector  for 

Pettit, and his brother, Wilbur, was a 

ticket taker. Wilbur said Walter prob-

ably worked for Pettit in 1943 – 44.  

He said Pettit trained Walter. At first, 

if the film broke, Pettit would have to 

help Walter. But Wilbur said Walter 

eventually could take care of that by 

himself.  Wilbur said they both got 

into the movie free while working 

(Continued from page 4) there. He said he thought Walter got 

$1 per movie, and he got 25 cents. 

Wilbur said he sometimes helped sell 

popcorn too.  He said Pettit often ran 

the popcorn machine himself, and 

Marian Pettit sold tickets.  “We could 

hardly wait from one movie to the 

next,” Wilbur Cowart said. “We espe-

cially liked the Westerns.”  Both Wal-

ter and Wilbur Cowart worked for 

Pettit while in high school. 

   Wilbur also remembered Ralph Par-

ker working as a projectionist for Pet-

tit later. 

   Mary Lou Gibson Luna remembers 

selling tickets at the Ozark Theatre.  

Her husband, Dois Luna, first noticed 

her there.  He would save her a seat, 

and she would join him after the tick-

et selling was finished. 

   Brown’s sister, Janalea, and her 

husband, Paul Sell, moved from Ava 

to Gainesville to operate the Ozark 

Theatre for a time in the late 1940s or 

early 1950s. 

   Brown said the new movie format, 

Cinemascope, came out in 1955 and 

some smaller theatres were closed.  In 

Ava, the Pettits tore down a theatre 

and rebuilt it. 

   Do any of our readers remember 

the Pettits remodeling the Ozark The-

atre to accommodate Cinemascope?  

An ad found in a 1957 Ozark County 

Times, touted movies being shown in 

“CinemaScope.”   What do you re-

member about the Pettit’s Ozark The-

atre?  We need some help!  We still 

have no pictures of this theatre.  If 

you have information, call or write 

the editor.  

Above:  Ozark Theatre Ad, Ozark 

County Times, Dec. 11, 1941.   

Below: Ron Hambelton, about 1947 or 

1948 outside the Crisp Theatre. Note the 

candlestick phone in the ticket booth and 

the movie posters outside. Photo courtesy 

of Lessie Pierce.  
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Part III. The Conclusion. 

Drafted before Pearl Harbor, serving to war’s end 

By Mary Ruth Luna Sparks  

 

Part III of three parts about a group of Ozark County men 

who began their Army duties six months before Pearl Har-

bor and served together until the end of WWII or until they 

were parted by illness or death. 

 

   The Selective Service Act of September 1940 

called for men to register for a draft on Oct. 16, 

1940. 

   In June 1941 a group of men left Ozark Coun-

ty thinking they would serve for one year. 

   Most had been drafted. A few had volun-

teered. The idea was they would be trained and 

sent home in case the country needed them later. 

   But, of course, Pearl Harbor was attacked on 

Dec. 7, 1941, meaning these Ozark County men 

who were training at Fort Leonard Wood would 

serve much longer than a year. 

   These men, all of whom fought in combat 

with the 6th Infantry Division in the Pacific dur-

ing WWII, were: 

   Travis Bushong from Dora, Albert Byrd from Gra-

beel, Russell Deatherage and Lowell Frazier from Noble, 

Virgil Garrison from Theodosia , Hubey Hall of Dora, 

Audie Luna of Gainesville, Henry Taber of Ocie, and 

Clifford Warrick from Foil. 

   Three regiments made up the 6th Infantry Division.  

Bushong and Warrick served in the 1st Regiment.  All the 

other Ozark County men served in the 20th Regiment.  The 

third regiment was the 63rd. 

   Garrison, who lives in Chico, Calif., now and is the only 

one of this group still living, said that even though they 

weren’t all in the same regiment, they saw each other and 

kept track of each other while they were in the Army. 

   The men first saw combat in New Guinea in June 1944.  

Deatherage was killed there, and Hall and Warrick, bat-

tling jungle diseases, were sent home.  Frazier and Taber 

were wounded in New Guinea but stayed with their units.  

Byrd first contracted “jungle rot” there but stayed with his 

unit. 

   Thus, Bushong, Byrd, Frazier, Garrison, Luna and 

Taber made the invasion into the Philippines with 

MacArthur in January 1945.  Byrd became too ill to 

serve in February 1945 and was shipped home. 

 

   Part II in this series concluded with Garrison being 

awarded the Silver Star for Gallantry in March 1945, only 

a few days after the death of his buddy, Audie Luna, 

March 20, 1945, on the island of Luzon in the Philippines. 

   Another Ozark County man, this one not a part of the 

“original” group from Ozark County, James C. Loftis, was 

awarded the Bronze Star for heroism in action in the 

same area of Luzon on March 19, 1945.  Loftis served 

with the 1st Infantry Regiment of the 6th Infantry Division. 

   The citation, printed in the Ozark County Times, said, 

when an enemy force of almost 150 threatened to break 

through his rifle company’s position, Loftis 

adjusted his 60 mm. mortar and routed the 

enemy. 

   Taber was shipped home in April 1945.  His 

honorable discharge lists “Convenience of the 

Government” as the reason for his separation 

from service. 

   Of the original nine Ozark County men, on-

ly Bushong, Frazier and Garrison were still 

fighting after April 1945. 

   Bushong received a Bronze Star  for  

“meritorious achievement” against the Japa-

nese on Luzon for action from Jan. 9 to April 

21.  The citation, which appeared in the Ozark 

County Times, July 12, 1945, said Sgt. Bushong was a sec-

tion leader of a heavy machine gun platoon. Under his 

leadership, the section inflicted many casualties on the 

enemy. When his platoon was attacked by an enemy 

forced estimated to be about 50 men, Sgt. Bushong, with 

utter disregard for his own safety, left his foxhole and per-

sonally directed the fire of all the machine guns, rifles and 

mortars that were available, successfully repulsing the ene-

my attack. 

 

   The fighting on Luzon continued until the Japanese sur-

rendered Aug. 15, 1945. 

   The official history of the 6th Infantry Division says the 

fighting men of the 6th filed out of the mountains on Aug. 

16 with “219 days of continuous combat showing in their 

eyes, but the promise of peace in their smiles.  WWII was 

over.” 

After the war 

 

   In a story that gives a glimpse of what transportation was 

like in Ozark County after WWII, Virgil Garrison’s 

cousin, Tressie Leebs,  remembers the day Virgil got back 

to Ozark County. 

   Virgil’s father, Tommy Garrison, was not able to drive 

after dark.  Leebs’s father, Henry Garrison, and his broth-

er, Charlie Garrison, had a 1936 Chevrolet that they 

shared.  “We pushed it farther than we rode,” Leebs said. 

   Either Charlie or Henry picked Virgil up from the bus in 

(Continued on page 7) 

Sgt. Travis Bushong  
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the old car and brought him back to Henry Garrison’s 

home on the east side of what was then Little North Fork, 

near where the Theodosia golf course is today.  Leebs re-

membered that Virgil had on his uniform.  Henry wanted 

Virgil to spend the night, but Virgil wanted to get on to his 

Dad’s place.  Virgil’s wife, Alma (Lee), and his daughter, 

Alice, were in California with Alma’s folks.  But Virgil 

was required to report back to Ozark County first. 

   “Daddy took Virgil across the creek in the boat,” 

Leebs said, “so that he could get on to his Dad’s place.” 

 

   Most of the men had been working on the family farm at 

the time they entered service.  According to the Ozark 

County Times, Bushong taught school two years in the 

Dobbs school west of Dora and had been employed for the 

third year when he was drafted. 

   Frazier, Garrison, Taber and Warrick had all married 

before they went overseas. 

   Frazier and his wife, Freda (Brooks), bought a farm in 

Douglas County after the war.  Frazier’s sister, Mescal 

Sell, said Lowell had some cows that he milked. 

   Lowell began to hear chains rattling at the barn, Sell 

said.  He told his wife about it, and she said she would 

check it out. 

   While the men were making an advance on Luzon, Sell 

said, they were told not to take prisoners.  There were 

some Japanese prisoners that were shackeled, and Low-

ell’s group had to kill them.  Sell said she wasn’t sure if 

her brother fired or if he just witnessed this action, but, “It 

blew his mind,” she said. 

   So, even though his wife reassured him there were no 

chains in the barn, Frazier could still hear them.  Eventual-

ly, he said, “I can’t stay here.” 

   He re-enlisted in the Army and made a career of it retir-

ing as a sergeant first class at the U. S. Military Academy 

at West Point in 1963 with more than 20 years of service.  

His obituary listed him as a veteran of the Korean Conflict 

as well as WWII. 

   Lowell Frazier and Russell Deatherage, the fir st of 

the Ozark County men to die, had been good friends. Fra-

zier’s sister, Mescal Sell, said Lowell managed to get a 

picture of Deatherage’s first grave, 

on New Guinea, for Deatherage’s 

mother.  After the 6th Infantry 

invaded the Philippines, the 

graves of the men who died in 

New Guinea were moved to the 

Philippines.  Frazier got a picture 

of the second gravesite on the 

Philippines for Deatherage’s 

mother. 

   After the war, the Deatherage 

family requested their son’s body 

be brought back to the U. S., and 

(Continued from page 6) he was buried in the National Cemetery at Springfield 

probably about 1948. 

   When Frazier died of a heart attack in 1964 just a few 

months after his military retirement, his family requested 

he be buried in the National Cemetery in Springfield.  His 

grave is in the same row as Russell Deatherage’s grave, 

Sell said. 

   Frazier was 44 when he died.  He was the first of the 

Ozark County “band of brothers” to die after the war. 

   Audie Luna was or iginally bur ied in the Philippines.  

His family also requested his body be brought back to the 

U. S.  He is buried at Smith Chapel. 

   Clifford Warrick had marr ied Dessie Terry before he 

went overseas.  Warrick was the only one of the nine 

Ozark County men to return to the county and live there 

until his death.  According to the Ozark County Times, 

Warrick earned a college degree from Drury in 1968. 

   Warrick served as Ozark County tax collector for six 

consecutive terms.  He died in 1972, two years before fin-

ishing his sixth term as collector. He was 58.   He is buried 

in the Gainesville Cemetery. 

   Hubey Hall married Oma Warden after  the war .  He 

used  the GI Bill to go to college and became a teacher.  

He served as school superintendent at Dora from 1951 – 

1956. Then he left Ozark County to be superintendent at 

Norwood, then Golden City and finally Pleasant Hill, Mo., 

in Cass County.  He was superintendent at Pleasant Hill 

from 1959 – 1977 when he died.  He was 58.  He is buried 

in the Pleasant Hill Cemetery. 

   Henry Taber had marr ied Maxine Bell before going 

overseas.  They were divorced soon after Taber returned 

home, and he married Alene Hampton.  He tried staying in 

Ozark County, but jobs were scarce.  His son, Henry, Jr.,  

said, their family had a “migratory” life, following jobs 

from Michigan to Arizona and ending up in Oklahoma.  

Henry was a carpenter.  He and Alene Hampton divorced, 

and Henry married a third time. Henry, Jr., said his father 

enjoyed going to Veterans’ Day activities and that he was 

the most decorated veteran in Sapulpa, Okla.  He died in 

1992.  He is buried in the Hart Cemetery.  He was 73. 

   Albert Byrd marr ied Marie Shindler after  the war . 

She died, and he married Helen Holt.  He moved to the 

Kansas City area and worked for Associated Grocers for 

several years. He was also a Teamster.  After his second 

wife died, he married Reba Hardcastle Allen.  They had 

met while Albert was stationed at Fort Leonard Wood, and 

she was working at Beano’s Café in Ava.  Her first hus-

band, Tommy, died in 1967. She and Albert were married 

in 1975.  She shared pictures and information about Albert 

for this article.  Albert had no children. He died in 1996.  

He was 78.  He is buried in Memorial Park Cemetery, 

Kansas City.   

      Travis Bushong married Louise Whittsell in 1946.  

After the war, he worked for Steele Dairy and Meadow 

(Continued on page 8) 

SFC Lowell Frazier  
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 How are the Kissees and Keesees related?  

out relief. We made three amphibious landings,” Garrison 

said then adding, “That was a long time ago.” 

   The Garrisons tried to make a living in Ozark County 

for a while after the war.  Several of Alma’s family mem-

bers were living in northern California, so they moved 

there after 1946, and Virgil worked in the lumber indus-

try.  They live in Chico, Calif., today.  Virgil will turn 93 

on Sept. 16. 

   Frazier, Garrison and Warrick all had sons who served 

in combat during the Vietnam War.  Hall’s oldest child 

graduated from the U. S. Military Academy at West Point 

in 1977. a few days after his father’s death. 

 

Gold and Hiland Dairy.  He was a member of the Veter-

ans of Foreign Wars in West Plains. According to his obi-

tuary he attended the reunions of his Company H, 1st In-

fantry Regiment, 6th Infantry Division for several years.  

He died in 2004.  He was 84.  He is buried at the Souder 

Cemetery. 

   Virgil Garrison marr ied Alma Lee before he went 

overseas. Garrison insists he went through the war with-

out getting a scratch.  “I never had my name in the sick 

book a day,” he said. This story started last fall when the 

writer interviewed Garrison on the phone.  “I was in the 

military four years, three months, 27 days. I was overseas 

two years and two days. I was in combat 112 days with-

(Continued from page 7) 

Several WWII men had sons who served in Vietnam  

By Marilyn France 
   The question brought to my attention: How is Peyton/

Patton/Paton Keesee connected to Alexander Conley 

Kissee? Paton’s first name and Alexander ’s last name 

are spelled many different ways. “Alex”, as he was called, 

was a very colorful gentleman and the well-known founder 

of Kissee Mills, Taney County, Mo. 

   Kissee, as Alex spelled it, was 

spelled various ways for reasons that 

are just as varied. The original, ac-

cording to Betty Uder (and others), 

in Our Kissee Families Trail West, a 

compact disc published in October 

2004, may have been  LeCaze or 

something similar such as LeCasse. 

Each family group seems to have 

their own unique spelling, but no 

matter how it is spelled, all are con-

nected.  

   The various spellings are: Kissee/Kissey/Keesee/Keesey. 

We know the most common reason for name changes were 

that the census taker spelled it the way it sounded. Many 

were illiterate and did not know how to spell their name. 

They would not have known how to spell it if the census 

taker asked.  

   Betty Uder did extensive research on the Kissee/Keesee 

family history.  The  CD mentioned above contains 715 

pages of family ancestors and descendants of Alexander 

Conley Kissee. However, it does not reveal the complete 

answer to THE question, how were Paton and Alex relat-

ed? It did reveal the earlier ancestor connection that led 

me to other files that made the connection from Paton up 

to George Keesee Jr. It agrees with a file that I found by 

Linda Monetti on Rootsweb that makes the connection 

from George Keesee Jr [ancestor of Paton Keesee] and his 

brother, Richard C. Keesee (ancestor of Alex C. Kissee). 

   According to the CD, Our Kissee Families Trail West, 

[research by Committee members: Betty Uder, Sandra 

Farney, Connie Wheatly, & Marguerite Workman], these 

are the  ancestors of Alexander Conley Kissee: 

   Alexander Conley Kissee 

   Arthur Thomas “Arter” Kissee 

   Benjamin “Kizy” Kissee 

   Arthur Kissee 

   Richard C. Kissee 

   George Kissee 

   Jacques LeCaze 

 

   From various files, it is believed that these are the an-

cestors of Paton Keesee: 

   Paton Keesee 

   Elias Keesee 

   George Keesee/Keesey Jr. 

   George Keesee/Keesey Sr. 

   Jacques LeCaze/LeCasse         

   If you step back to the second generation, George 

Keesee Sr. (born 1697 in France), was the father  of 

both George Keesee Jr. and Richard C. Kissee.  

   George Keesee Jr born 1743 in Westmoreland, Va., 

(Continued on page 9) 

Alex C. Kissee 
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   Arter Kissee (son of Alexander C. Kissee) married Mar-

tha Alice Stuart - daughter of [D.D.] David Daniel Stuart 

& Lucy (Moss) Stuart.  D. D. & Lucy are great great 

grandparents of Marilyn Stuart France. Marilyn is a 

great granddaughter of their son, David Farris Stuart. D. 

F. Stuart  is a brother to Martha Alice (Stuart) Kissee. 

 

 

   Compiled by Mary Ruth Sparks based upon information from 

S. C. Turnbo manuscripts and from Goodspeed’s A Remines-

cent History of the Ozark Region. 

 

   Nancy Graham, daughter  of Peter  Graham, and Paton 

Keesee were among the ear liest white settler s in Ozark 

County. 

   They married in Arkansas Territory  Jan. 1, 1817. She is said 

to have been born in 1797. Some sources say North Carolina, 

some say South Carolina. Goodspeed, quoting son Elias, said 

Nancy was born in Kentucky. Turnbo wrote that her father, 

Peter, was from Kentucky.  Paton Keesee was born in Virginia 

in 1800.  

   S. C. Turnbo wrote several stor ies about the ear ly years of 

Nancy and Paton Keesee. Turnbo wrote that Paton Keesee 

came to the Ozarks in 1816 and that Peter Graham, a Kentucki-

an, came even earlier.  

   According to Turnbo, the Keesees had a “roaming nature and 

lived at different places but finally in 1823, they made their 

permanent home on Little North Fork.”   

   In “Among the Indians and Other Early Incidents,” from Fire-

side Tales, Part II,  Turnbo wrote, “Keesee did not know a let-

ter in the spelling book, but for all this he was an intelligent 

man and when Ozark County, Mo., was organized the pioneers 

elected him county judge. . . Keesee employed Josiah Haskins 

to read for him, and he served his term and gave good satisfac-

tion.”   

   The Keesees had to get their supplies from New Orleans in 

the early years, according to Goodspeed’s A Reminescent His-

tory of the Ozark Region. Some neighbors would sometimes 

join with them and build a flat boat to make the trip about once 

a year.  

   Paton Keesee died June 30, 1856, and was buried at the 

mouth of the Bratton Spring Creek (believed to be what is now 

called the Turnbo Cemetery. This cemetery was relocated when 

Bull Shoals Dam was built).  Nancy died in 1862 or 1863 and, 

according to Turnbo, was buried “in the grave yard on the old 

Asa Yocum farm opposite Bull bottom.”   

   The children of Paton and Nancy Graham Keesee 

were: 
   Huldah b. Jan. 31, 1818, d. Sept. 12, 1822.  She was the 

first to be buried at what was called the Joe Magness graveyard 

(Continued on page 10) 

first married Rachel Paton. They had a son Elias Keesee, 

(born Jan. 1, 1770, Caroline County., Va.). He and his un-

known wife had a son, Paton Keesee Sr. who  was born 

about 1800 in Virginia. He married Nancy Graham on Jan. 

1, 1817, in Arkansas Territory.  He died on June 30, 1856, 

at Bratton’s Spring Creek, Ozark County, Mo.  

   Thus, Paton was a second cousin to Benjamin Keesee 

(grandfather of Alexander C. Kissee). That would 

mean Paton Keesee and Alexander C. Kissee were sec-

ond cousins twice removed. 

   Many stories have circulated about Alexander Conley 

“Alex” Kissee and his very colorful life living in the town 

of Kissee Mills, named after him. He established the post 

office and officially appointed the first postmaster on April 

18, 1871. Most of the stories about him are true. 

 

   Alexander Conley Kissee  was born Nov. 2, 1834, in 

Edgar County, Ill., and died March 31, 1910, in Kissee 

Mills, Taney County, Mo. He married (1)Catherine Grace 

McHaffie Jan. 21, 1855, in Greene County, Mo., daugh-

ter of David McHaffie and Catherine Sherrodd. She was 

born Dec. 15, 1837, in Springfield, Greene County, Mo, 

and died Jan. 15, 1876, in Missouri. He married (2) Cor-

delia Magdalene Davis about 1876 in Taney County, 

Mo., daughter of Louis Davis and Nancy Hammer. She 

was born March 12, 1861, in Greene County, Mo., and 

died Nov. 1, 1898, in Kissee Mills, Mo. He married (3) 

Rosa Miriam Garrett Aug. 15, 1899, in Taney County, 

Mo. He married (4) Emma May Thomas April 04, 1900, in 

Taney County.  She was born November 1877 in Missouri, 

and died about 1903. He married (5) Sarah Jane Bryant 

Feb. 23, 1902, in Taney County, daughter of Austin Bry-

ant. She was born February 1878 in Arkansas, and died 

Oct. 28, 1952, in Bentonville, Ark. 

   Alex had a total of 29 children and 28 are accounted for.  

   According to Mende Kissee Thorn’s history on the 

Kissee CD, “The most obvious activity A. C. Kissee en-

gaged in was his ownership and operation of the grist mill 

from which the town took its name. Alex passed control of 

the mill to his son, Schooler [Schuyler] Kissee, who oper-

ated it until its sale to John and Jim Hires in the 1920s 

(unconfirmed date). The mill, the distillery and a cotton 

gin run by Alex's son Arter were all money-making con-

cerns for the family.” 

   One of the mill burs is displayed at the Edwards Mill on 

the College of the Ozarks campus, Point Lookout, Mo. 

   Alexander Conley Kissee’s death was reported in the 

Springfield Republican (“Noted Baldknobber Chief Dead 

– Springfield’s Defender in War” and the Taney County 

Republican (“Alexander C. Kissee Dead, The Father of 

Twenty eight Answers the Final Call”). 

   In the book, Reminiscent History of the Ozark Region, 

by Goodspeed, you will find more information on his life 

and ancestry. 

(Continued from page 8) 

Paton and Nancy Graham 

Keesee 
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one mile above Big Creek, according to Turnbo.  

   Lucinda b. July 19, 1819, died before 1861, mar r ied Wen-

dell or Van Lantz. Turnbo wrote they both died “before the 

war.” They were buried on the “south bank of the river above 

the mouth of Jimmie’s Creek opposite the George Pearson Place.  

   Hettie b. Oct. 21, 1821, d. 1862, mar r ied Samuel Johnson 

Jr. in 1838. He was born in 1812 in Tennessee and died Feb. 

9, 1860. Both were buried in what is now called the Turnbo 

Cemetery.  

   Elias b. May 5, 1824, d. 1899. He marr ied (1) Mary Jane 

Copeland, (2) Sarah Lance Trimble and (3) Annie Eliza 

Hunt. She was born Feb. 4, 1840, and died Dec. 5, 1900. 

Turnbo said Elias was buried beside his first wife in a cemetery 

in the southwest corner of Ozark County opposite the Panther 

Bottom.  

   Peter b. Apr il 2, 1830, Little Nor th Fork, Ozark County, 

Mo., d. April 19, 1912 in Taney County married (1) Jane John-

son b. 1821, d. 1897 and (2) Melia Friend.  

   Telitha b. about 1832 marr ied John Copeland  

   Paton Jr. born about 1833, mar r ied (1) Hiley Duggins and 

(2) Phoebe Tabor. Goodspeed said he moved to Texas.  

   Nancy b. Nov. 11, 1834, d. March 22, 1910, mar r ied (1) 

William Yocham b. Jan. 12, 1829, Izark County, Ark., d. 

(Continued from page 9) May 1861.  (2) Thomas Copeland  (3) Nelson Wallings 

   Richard b. about 1837 marr ied Mary J. Pellham Feb. 18, 

1858 in Ozark County.  

   William b. July 5, 1839 Little Nor th Fork, d. 1862 near  

Vera Cruz, Mo., during the war. He married Dovey.  

   Gennie mar r ied Sam Bevins who died in 1856. Turnbo 

said they lived just below where Theodosia is now.  

   Silas. Goodspeed said he died after  reaching manhood. No 

other information known. 

   Zinney married Thomas Copeland. No other information.    

George is mentioned by Turnbo. No other  information.  

   If you have additions or corrections regarding the chil-

dren of this Keesee family, please let the editor know.   

    

    

Children of Nancy Graham and Paton Keesee 

Early Singing Schools provided social events 
 

   John Marion Hobbs taught at Gainesville High School 

from 1942 – 1956.  Mainly, he taught music although 

some remember him also teaching drivers’ training.  

   In 1955 he completed a master’s thesis at Northeast 

Missouri State Teachers College, and he wrote his thesis 

on “The Development of Singing Schools.”  The second 

half of his thesis relates to singing schools and the sing-

ing convention in Ozark County, Mo.  The Old Mill Run 

will abstract portions of Mr. Hobbs thesis in this and fu-

ture editions. 

 

   One early chapter in Hobbs’ thesis was titled “The Gos-

pel Song.”  Relying on other sources, Hobbs wrote the 

gospel songs were not originally intended for church 

worship. They were written for Sunday schools and re-

vivals.  Evangelists used them because they drew a 

crowd, Hobbs wrote.  Hobbs said songs such as “The Old 

Rugged Cross” and “Sweet Bye and Bye” were written as 

gospel songs, and thus, not intended for worship service 

in churches even though they became popular church 

songs later.  

   The singing teachers made rounds almost all over 

Ozark County, Hobbs wrote. The teacher usually had a 

strong voice and in the beginning, used the “do, re, mi” 

system of teaching singing. Teaching the singing school 

supplemented the income of the singing teacher, but few 

depended on teaching singing solely for a living. 

   “For the people in the isolated communities, the singing 

school was a social gathering, a place for ‘swapping’ 

news, a place for the older people to give advice and often 

a place for courting by the young people. In addition it 

gave all an opportunity they might otherwise never have 

to gain a little more understanding and appreciation for 

singing and to gain a little more skill in reading music. It 

was a place where they could mingle their voices together 

in hymns of praise to their Creator, singing heartily, and 

often surprisingly melodiously, earnestly and sincerely,” 

Hobbs wrote citing an interview with Judy Mackey, who 

was probably one of Hobbs’ students at GHS. 

      In preparing his thesis, Hobbs interviewed several of 

his students whom he knew had parents or grandparents 

who had participated in singing schools.  He quoted from 

his students about old-time singing schools. 

   Kathleen Evans told Hobbs Billy Dyer taught singing in 

Ozark County as early as 1890.  J. W. Wilhoit taught at 

Lutie and other places in the 1890s.  Sue Gray told Hobbs 

that Wilhoit charged a dollar per pupil for ten nights with 

a minimum of ten pupils. 

   Dave Harvey and John W. Jones taught a singing school 

at Longrun in 1898.  Harvey knew music but couldn’t 

sing.  Jones could sing but didn’t know music.  Sue Gray 

(Continued on page 11) 
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told Hobbs they made a successful team. 

   One of the early singing teachers in Ozark County was 

Harrison Bratcher, Hobbs wrote, citing Warner Bushong 

as his source.  Bratcher conducted singing schools in Up-

per Brixey in 1906 and at Almartha soon after that.  He 

appointed Warner Bushong and Thomas Walker as 

“leaders” at Upper Brixey. 

   The schools usually lasted about ten nights, sometimes 

longer.  The teacher usually got $10 for a school of ten 

nights.  Sometimes the singing schools were financed by a 

pie supper. Other times, each person who attended was 

expected to pay $1 with a minimum of ten pupils.  The 

schools usually ended with a basket dinner and singing on 

the last day. 

   Hobbs did not say if the ten nights were held consecu-

tively or if it was one or two nights a week for several 

weeks. 

   Hobbs wrote that the singing was almost always done 

without accompaniment. A pitch pipe or tuning fork was 

sometimes used.  The hymn books used by churches in the 

community were almost always printed with shaped notes, 

Hobbs wrote. The shaped notes, while called do re mi fa so 

la ti do corresponded to the letters C, D, E, F, G, A, B, C 

in the key of C. 

   The singing schools usually came together for the sing-

ing convention at Gainesville which was held on the third 

Sunday in June. 

   Other schools and teachers Hobbs mentioned before 

1920 included the following: 

   John Wilhoit, son of J. W. Wilhoit, taught singing 

schools at Lutie, Longrun, Protem, Pritchet, Dit Shilo, Sa-

lem, Turkey Creek and Hammond. His motto was “learn to 

sing by singing.” Sue Gray told Hobbs if someone could-

n’t sing, John Wilhoit would ask someone to “sing in his 

ear” so he would learn. 

   Alfred Wilhoit, John’s brother also taught singing 

schools at Lutie, Longrun, Brownbranch and other places. 

George Wilhoit, another brother, also taught singing 

schools at Barefoot, Lutie and elsewhere in the county. 

   Kathleen Evans told Hobbs that Dave Harvey would nail 

four or five pine boards together and paint them black.  

That became his blackboard.  This is an interesting note. 

Did it mean that the singing school was not held in the reg-

ular school house, or did it mean at that early time, there 

were no blackboards in the one-room schools? 

   C. M. Tate of Thornfield spent 16 years teaching singing 

schools in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Missouri 

before 1910 according to the preface for his song book, 

The Songs I Love.  He taught several classes in Ozark 

County. 

   Bill Green taught a singing school at Grabeel.  It lasted 

two weeks and had 50 – 60 people attend, Pauline Brown 

told Hobbs.  Green lived in Grabeel so he did not have to 

board with those who attended the school. But, in general, 

(Continued from page 10) if the teacher lived very far away, he usually boarded with 

people in the community where he was teaching. 

   Yvonne Murray Clark told Hobbs that Kern Tate taught 

a singing school in the Thornfield school house in 1907 

and in 1908.  Interviewed recently, Clark said she did not 

remember Hobbs interviewing her, but the information she 

gave him would have come from her grandmother or 

mother, both of whom loved singing. 

   Judy Mackey told Hobbs that Curt Painter taught a sing-

ing school at the Ball school in 1910. He charged  25 cents 

for each pupil for a ten-night school. 

   Bud Bird was also said to be a singing teacher, having a 

school at Odom. 

   In 1912 Levi Krider, said to have been an excellent sing-

ing teacher, held a singing school at Hammond that lasted 

40 nights. 

   In the 1920s, Hobbs listed Willie Hillhouse, Audie 

Trent, Willie Wilbanks, Luther White, John Hathcock,  

Dewitt Barner and a “Mr. Magee” as holding singing 

schools at various locations around the county.   He said 

that, in general, in the 1920s, the price went up to $20 for 

ten sessions.  Some of the schools changed to day instead 

of night sessions.  Hobbs said the schools were conducted 

with a morning and afternoon session. 

   In 1925 Alfred Bennett, a preacher and a good vocalist, 

taught a singing school at Grabeel in the new church build-

ing soon after it was built.  Quoting Pauline Brown, Hobbs 

said Bennett taught some by round notes as well as shaped 

notes.  The school lasted for two weeks intsead of the usu-

al ten nights. 

 

   Next time:  Singing Schools in the 1930s and the Singing 

Convention.  If you have pictures of singing schools or the 

Ozark County News, June 2, 1904  
 

   More than 10 percent of the population of Gainesville is 

ballplayers, and we doubt if there is another  town in the 

state that can furnish as many ball players in proportion to 

population as Gainesville. 

   The Blues, the old team organized here two weeks ago and 

the same week, the old “second nine” organized and styled 

themselves the Browns. After these two teams organized, 

Gainesville still had a surplus of ball players. . .  So the boys 

organized the third nine styling themselves the “Carmines.”  

The uniform of the carmines will, of course, be a bright red. 

   The following are the names of those who will play in the 

team and their positions: 

   John Hoggard Pitcher 

   Frank Walker Catcher 

   Everett Luna First Base 

   Guy Wood Second Base 

   Ed Lawrence Third base 

   Homer Anderson   Left Field 

   Clarence Wood   Right Field 

   John Winger   Center Field 

   John Hill   Short Stop 
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   James Nathanal b. 1844 

   Sarah b. 1847 

   Mary V. b. 1850 

   William Zachariah b. 1855 

    Josephine B. b. 1857 

   John W. b. about 1859 

   Isiah Walker b. 1862 

   Cydney Chancey b. 1864 d. 1918 Ozark County, Mo. 

   Cydney Chancey Hambelton b. 1864, d. 1918, Ozark 

County, married Ellendar Cope b. 1864, d. 1933, Ozark County. 

I have their marriage certificate. It says they were married Dec. 

31, 1885, at Somerset in Ozark County. 

   Their children were: 

   Everett b. 1886, Ozark County, d. 1938 Super ior , Ar iz., 

married Theda Patrick. 

   Eva b. 1888, Ozark County, d. 1957, Ozark County, mar -

ried (1) Henry Culpepper and (2) John Hill. 

   Neva. b. 1891, Ozark County, Mo., d. 1957, Super ior , 

Ariz., married Harold Patrick. 

   William Lester, b. 1895, Ozark County, d. 1978, Ozark 

County, married Edith Patrick. 

   Adda Agnes, b. 1898, Ozark County, d. 1976, Spr ingfield, 

Mo., married (1) Tony Sullivan and (2) Joe McCracken. 

   Edna Effie b. 1901 Ozark County, d. 1906, Ozark County 

   John Houston, b. 1906, Ozark County, d. March 31, 1963, 

married Ola Ingram. 

 

   If you have additional information or corrections about the 

early Hambeltons, please contact me at 4563 N. Longfellow 

Dr., Ozark, MO 65721. Phone 417 581 0059. E-mail 

hobbsjdee@centurytel.net,    Deloris Hobbs 

Hollarin.  Nancy was agreeable to this, but there are many issues to be addressed such as location, equipment and people to be re-

sponsible for the project.  Nancy will discuss this with the Hootin an Hollarin committee. 

New Business 
   Mary Ruth Sparks distributed a list of World War II  soldiers obtained from A History of Ozark County  and asked members to add 

names that may have been omitted. More information will be given at the next Society meeting. 

   Rhonda Herndon reported that the home of Chris Voliva of Ava burned and it is not known if the original Jernigan pictures were 

destroyed.  A motion was made to send a $50 donation to Ms. Voliva.  Motion passed. 

   An informative program was given by Dave Morrision, presiding commissioner of the Ozark County Court and Rob Collins of 

Chaney Monument Company on preserving Ozark County Pioneer Heritage. 

   Several possibilities were discussed: 1.  A small plaza with engraved bricks 2. A wall with information of pioneer families en-

graved on granite blocks 3. Historical markers  4. Engraved blocks adhered to the wall on the north side of the court house  5. A 

walkway made with engraved bricks 6. A plaza with benches on the court house lawn. 

   Morrison will keep the Society informed of developments. 

   The next meeting of the OCGHS will be Sept. 18, 2008, at 10 a.m.. in the Century Bank training room.  Mary Sparks’ program will 

be "Steroviews of the Ozarks before 1900.”   

 

Minutes of the Meeting Continued—————— 
 

(Continued from page 2) 

Hambelton Genealogy —————

   Uncle Johnny and Mrs. Harlin took me and my brother and 

sister to Sunday School. Mrs. Harlin gave me a little gold ring 

which I cherished but later lost. I was heart broken. 
 

Hambelton family genealogy 
 

   Elijah Hambelton and Isiah Hambelton were repor ted in 

Polk County, Mo., in the 1850 census. The census indicates 

Elijah was a farmer and that he was born in Virginia before 

1800. Isiah married Martha Maxey. Sometimes the name was 

spelled Hamilton or Hamelton. I do not know why or when the 

spelling became Hambelton. 

   I have heard my Hambelton ancestors traded land in Polk 

County for land in Ozark County because of the hunting for 

game and because there was a lack of food at the time. Cousins, 

Roy, Paul and Arzie Hambelton were living in Ozark County at 

about the same time. Their father was I. W. Hambelton.  I do 

not know who came first or if the families traveled together. 

Cydney Chancey and Ellendar Hambelton owned a farm on 

Lick Creek near the Fay area before buying the hotel. 
 

   Elijah, b. 1791, d. Polk County, Mo. He married Sarah 

Brown, daughter  of Cherokee Chief Attakullakulla. 

   Isiah Brown Hambelton was the son of Elijah and Sara Brown 

Hambelton. He was b. about 1820, m. Martha Jane Maxey b. 

about  1818 - 1822, d. 1920. 

   Here is an educated guess about the children of Isiah and 

Martha Jane Maxey Hambelton: 

   Elijah G. b. 1842 

   Nancy b. 1843 
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