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Please pay your dues now
If you’ve not already paid your dues for 2008, please do so now.
Dues for a single membership, including the newsletter, are $10 per
year. Family memberships are $15 per year. Lifetime membership
is $100. Please send your checks to OCGHS, Box 4, Gainesville,
MO 65655.

Next meeting set for Feb. 28
The January meeting was canceled because of frigid temperatures. Susan Amyx Ault will present the program, The Gift of Heritage, Feb. 28, 10 a.m. at the Ozark County Library. Please come!

OCGHS has new computer

papajohn@ozbb.net

Come and visit Rhonda Herndon and Dorothy Gardner in the Genealogy Room at the Ozark County Library in Gainesville Thursdays. They will be pleased to show you the new computer and
scanner an anonymous donor bought for the society.
Thanks to Norman Hannaford for selecting and ordering the computer and to John and Susan Ault for helping to set it up.

Linda Hannaford, treasurer

A few words from the editor

Susan Ault, secretary

ljhannaford@townsqr.com

Mary Ruth Luna Sparks, editor
Dues:
$10 Individual
$15 Family
$100 life

Send membership dues to
OCG&HS
PO Box 4
Gainesville, MO 65655
Send newsletter submissions
To
Mary Sparks
712 Indian Grass Way
Raymore, MO 64083
M.msparks@yahoo.com

A big thank you to all who have contributed material for The Old
Mill Run. I think this is our first ever 16-page issue. We are going
to put some complimentary copies of this issue in businesses
around the county hoping to lure new members.. To join OCGHS,
simply write a check to OCGHS and mail it to Box 4, Gainesville,
MO. 65655.
You will see a plea on page 10 for your Ozark County movie
memories. We also need photographs of movie theatres around the
county. Old snapshots are welcomed!
Please keep sending photos and stories about your relatives who
served in World War II.
We’d also like to know more about “War on the Home Front.” If
you have a quilt such as the one pictured on page 6, please take a
picture of it and take it to the genealogy room at the Ozark County
Library or mail it to me.
How did rationing affect life in Ozark County? Maybe you
would share a recipe with us from the time when sugar was rationed. Tell us about folks who left Ozark County for defense industry jobs.
The stories from old Ozark County newspapers on page 7 suggest
other topics for Ozark County historical research: Ozark County
mining operations, Ozark County fairs, fraternal organizations in
Ozark County. Do you have a memory to share about any of these
topics?
Let’s preserve Ozark County history for future generations!
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Sallees fled religious persecution in France,
Arrived in Ozark County after stops in Virginia and Kentucky
by Dean Wallace
In France during the 15th century, the Catholics were the
largest religious denomination. There was a Protestant
denomination called French Hugenots. The Catholics resented the Hugenots and harassed them.
France was ruled by the Roman Empire at that time. In
the 1600s there was a rebellion that resulted in the regime
being ousted giving the Catholics the ruling power. The
harassment of the Hugenots increased. Many of them
were killed.
Isaac Salle was a Protestant and had held a high office
during the Roman regime, making him a definite target to
be killed. One night he dressed as a woman and fled with
his family to England. The family lived there a few years
before emigrating to America . They settled in King William Parish, Va., where other Hugenots had settled. They
were parents of William Salle who married Magdeline
Chastain. They were also parents of Oliver Salle, born
1749, and married Sarah Hannah Johnston, and moved to
Somerset, Ky.
Oliver Salle was a tailor by trade. He was the first who
spelled the name Sallee. Others have accepted it as the
correct spelling. He and his wife had seven children.
One of the children was Stephen Sallee, born 1790,
Somerset, Ky. At the age of 16, he paid a dowry to Levi
Lockhart to marry his daughter, Mary Lockhart, age 21.
His parents had to sign a written statement giving permission for Stephen to marry since he was a minor.
Stephen and Mary had four children, Arenus, Hannah,
Sarah and Richard. Stephen was a Baptist minister and
died in 1852 at Kissee Mills, Mo. He is buried there.
When Bull Shoals Lake was built, the cemetery was
moved, and his marker is one of the ones marked unknown. His wife, Mary, died in Arkansas in 1833.
Their oldest son, Arenus Chastain, was born 1811 in
Mercer County, Ky. He moved to Schuyler County, Ill.,
with the family about 1825, where he met Martha Greene,
daughter of Leven and Martha Stewart Green. They married in 1831.
Martha was born in 1813 and died in Ozark County in
1866. She is buried in the Welch Cemetery near Thornfield.
Shortly after their marriage, they moved with some of
the family to Arkansas settling in Washington County
which is now part of Marion County. They returned to
Illinois for a short time, but in 1840, they were back in
Ozark County living near Thornfield.
Arenus enlisted in the Army during the Civil War and
died at Cassville, Mo., of “camp fever.” He was buried
there. He was later moved to Springfield to the National

Cemetery where his tombstone says A. S. Sallee.
His name was an uncommon name, but it is possible
that he was named after a maternal great uncle who bore
the same name. In later years he signed his name as Arana
Shateen Sallee and was known as “Chat” Sallee. He was a
Methodist minister.
Arenus and Martha were the parents of seven children.
One of them was James Henry Sallee born 1833 in Arkansas and lived most of his life in Ozark County. (See
The Old Mill Run October 1997, Vol. 12, No. 3).
James Henry settled on a farm southwest of Thornfield
on Pond Fork Creek. He married 1) Emilene Merritt, deceased. He married 2) Emerine Martin Nave, a widow of
Asa Nave who as killed at Rolla, Mo., during the war.
She was a daughter of William Perry and Martha (Quick)
Martin.
In his lifetime, James Henry was a farmer, ordained a
Methodist minister at age 18, served as captain in Union
forces during the Civil War, served as post master at Igo,
Mo., was Justice of the Peace and was instrumental in the
establishment of the Normal School at Thornfield. He
served as a trustee of the school.
He donated an acre of land to the community to be used
as a cemetery. It was first known as the Sallee Cemetery,
but today it is called the Igo Cemetery. He died in 1916,
and she died in 1925. They are both buried in this cemetery.
Their children were: John Wesley, 1861 – 1936 married Elsey Ridenour; Martha 1868 – 1951 married David
Wallace; Emily 1870 – 1950 married Sam Merritt; Mary
born 1871, married M. J. Merritt; Richard 1894 – 1962
married Lulu Ridenour; William Penn 1877 – 1959;
Thomas, killed in the Battle of Pea Ridge, Ark.; Henderson killed by bushwhackers at home as a child; Adeline
married Rolla Griffith; James Barton 1880 –1958 married
Ellen Hobbs.

Look for more Ozark County history
at Ozark County’s Rootsweb site.
Johna Quick continues to update Ozark County’s
Rootsweb site.
A History of Ozark County by James Holmes is now on
line. Plus Johnna has added several Ozark County biographies from the 1894 A Reminescent History of the
Ozark Region. Obituaries and newspaper tidbits from old
Ozark County newspapers have also been added.
Plug the surnames you are researching into the search
engine on the site and see what comes up. Go to
www.rootsweb.com/~moozark/oz.htm.
Johnna welcomes additions. E-mail her pictures, obituaries, etc., at johna@looktothepast.com.
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An Ozark County native tells his buddy’s niece about being

Drafted before Pearl Harbor, serving until WWII’s end
By Mary Ruth (Luna) Sparks
Many years ago I ran across some letters my Uncle
Audie Luna, who was killed in the Philippines in
March, 1945, had written from Fort Leonard Wood
in June, 1941. He must have gotten the year wrong,
I thought. Why would he have been at Fort Wood
months before Pearl Harbor?
Last fall after the PBS show “The War” aired
showing several stories about WWII in the South Pacific, I vowed to try to find Virgil Garrison, my mother’s cousin, who had been Audie’s Army buddy and
who got the sad word home to my grandparents
about Uncle Audie’s death, weeks before they heard
from the War Department.
I tried in vain to tell 92-year-old Virgil I was his
cousin. My mother’s name, Stella Martin Luna, so
familiar to several generations of Gainesville High
School students meant nothing to Virgil who moved
to California about a year after WWII ended. . Finally, I said, “I’m Audie Luna’s niece.”
And Virgil started talking.
“Ten of us left Gainesville June 3, 1941. Eight of
us passed and were inducted into the Army at Fort
Leonard Wood. We even helped put in the lawn at
Fort Wood,” he said.
Virgil can’t remember who the two men were who
didn’t pass the physical. He is sure of seven men
from Ozark County. Besides him and Audie Luna,
there was Russell Deatherage, Albert Byrd, Clifford
Warrick, Lowell Frazier and Henry Taber. In his
mind the eighth man was Russell Brake who was
from Douglas County with roots in Ozark County.
“I was in the military four years, three months, 27
days. I was over seas two years and two days. I was
in combat 112 days without relief. We made three
amphibious landings,” Virgil can rattle those facts
off without taking a breath. But other things are
harder to recall. “That was a long time ago,” he said.
The war came to Ozark County, as it did to the rest
of the nation, when Congress passed the Selective
Service Act Sept. 16, 1940. Historians say when
Germany over ran France so quickly and Great Britain remained alone to face Hitler, the U. S. was

forced to act.
Registration for the draft began on Oct. 16, 1940.
The act called for the men to serve one year. They
would be trained and sent home in case the country
had need of their services later.
In Finding Y our Father’s W ar, Jonathan Gawne
says that the Army thought local draft boards better
understood the needs of each area. So the local
boards assigned draft numbers at random ranging
from IA (available for military service) to IVF
(physically, mentally or morally unfit).
The group that left Ozark County in early June,
1941, was probably not the first to depart Ozark
County, but they were among the first. Frazier and
Deatherage , who lived fairly close to each other in
the Noble area, had enlisted. The others were drafted.
Byrd’s family was at Grabeel, Warrick grew up
around Wasola. Garrison and Taber were cousins
and had an Isabella address although they lived closer to what is now Theodosia.
Luna was the only one with a Gainesville address.
He lived 5 miles from town. Brake’s family had
lived in Ozark County at one time. He listed Ava as
his address, but he lived near the Ozark County line.
All of the men came from farm backgrounds and all
except Warrick came from large families. Warrick
had only one sister.
Of the Ozark County men, only Luna and Warrick
are listed as Gainesville High School graduates.
On June 4, 1941, they all were inducted into the U.
S. Army at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo.
Brake, Deatherage, Frazier, Garrison and Luna
were all assigned to C Company, 20th Infantry Regiment, 6th Infantry Division. Garrison thinks all the
men were in the 20th, but the other three men were in
different companies. Still, they kept track of each
other.
Left: 6th Infantry
Division patch.
Right: 20th Infantry
Regimental crest.

They barely had time to settle in the new barracks
(Continued on page 5)
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Then the farmer boy asked about the apples, cream checks and pastures at home.
He said he had seen some of the “poorest
crops” on the trip. “This red clay won’t
sprout peas hardly. The cotton isn’t over
knee high.
“Two boys have been killed since we
have been on the trip. They were sleeping
out where a truck could get them.” He
closed by saying he was going to try to
bring home a couple of cans of food [Crations] for Pa to sample. “I’m afraid he
will want it all before the rest have a
chance.”
The Army’s version said the men road a
A glimpse of what Fort Leonard Wood looked like early in 1941.
Left: Henry Taber with guitar. Right: Virgil Garrison with fleets of day and walked a day. Garrison can’t recall
riding. He has no idea which side won the
trucks in the background. Photos courtesy of Vernon Garrison.
maneuvers. “They just wanted us mad and
ready to go,” he said.
at Fort Wood and learn a bit of marching and drilling
When the men finally got back to Fort Wood, most
before the Sixth Division, known as the Sightseeing
were given leave.
Sixth, marched out for the start of the Louisiana MaDuring the leave, Lowell Frazier’s sister, Vergie,
neuvers in August.
had married an Arkansas man, who also served in the
Those maneuvers in 1941 were the largest military
6th Infantry Division. Vergie’s husband, Johnie
exercise ever held in the U. S., historians say. A half
Simpson, was in the 53rd Field Artillery. But the
million men were involved in a huge mock battle.
leave was over, and Johnie and Lowell needed to reMany future Army leaders were there including
port back to Fort Wood.
George Marshall, Dwight Eisenhower, Omar Bradley
Several of the Ozark County men had old cars, but
and George Patton. More than 20 men died during
they were not allowed to keep them on post. Vergie
the large exercise.
said she and Freda Brooks, Lowell’s future wife, ofMore than 65 years later, Garrison recalled the
ten drove the 125 miles to
long trip, not the generals. “We walked from Fort
Fort Wood to get their
Leonard Wood to Lake Charles, La., in 30 days,” he
men or to take them back.
said. Probably, it was the farthest from home any of
Hwy. 5 was a dirt road all
the Ozark County men had ever been.
the way to Lebanon. Then
The Army’s official history of the Sixth Division in
they got on Hwy. 66 for
World War II records it this way:
the rest of the way to the
Army post.
Typical of the scenes along dusty roads during the
early maneuver marches was the Regular Army first
On Dec. 7, 1941, Vergie
sergeant barking at his weary selectees as an ambuand Freda were driving
lance moved slowly past their temporary resting
Johnie and Lowell back to
place: “Only the dead ride in that truck!”
Fort Wood in Lowell’s
car. The 1933 car held
Luna wrote home Sept. 13, 1941, “I am in good
five people, so Vergie is
Clifford Warrick
shape yet I reckon only a little foot weary. I sure
sure another soldier in
have a right to be, walked all the way across Ark.
Lowell’s group was with
and part of La. We are about the middle of La. or it
them. Now she isn’t sure which one it was.
looks that way to me on the map. . . . The big Battle
“We stopped at Wasola for some reason,” Vergie
starts at midnight Sunday night. There are 700 planes
said. “They told us Pearl Harbor had been bombed.”
and around 2500 tanks taking part. I am anxious to
To be continued in the next issue.
see what kind of work they do. “
The men go off to war. Not all come back.
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Part of Ozark County’s ‘Greatest Generation’
Tom Brokaw called the
men and women who served
our country in WWII, the
“Greatest Generation.”
The Old Mill Run hopes to
run pictures of Ozark County men and women who
served in WWII on a regular
basis.
Mearl Holmes, bor n Feb.
5, 1920, was drafted in November, 1943. He served
with Co K, 274th Infantry
Regiment, 70th Infantry
Div. He was a light machine
gunner.
He fought in Germany and
France. He received two
bronze stars.
His
daughter,
Linda
Holmes Lamphear, said after
the Germans surrenderd, her
dad was in the occupation
force. His job was to go
through peoples' homes and
confiscate guns and anything
to do with the Nazis. If they
found pictures of men in
uniform with swastikas, they
were ordered to tear them
up. She said that really bothered her dad.
T-5 Holmes came home on
the Queen Mary. He said
when he saw the Statue of
Liberty, he cried. He died
June 25, 2000, and is buried
in the Leavenworth, Kans.,
National Cemetery.
Pfc. Quentin Amyx, son
of Dewey Amyx, grandson
of S. F. Amyx, was reported
missing in action in Czechosolavakia in the spring of
1945. His family was especially concerned about him
because the last of the German forces in Czechosolavakia had surrendered
when he was reported missing.
His niece, Susan Amyx
Ault, said that while he was
held prisoner the Germans
operated on his hand. He
could not bend his little fin-

ger Mearl
the restHolmes,
of his life,
and
Army
his hand was never as flexible as normal.
He was born in Gainesville
Dec. 20, 1919, and died May
23, 1993, in Springfield. He
is buried in Smith Chapel
Cemetery.
Gene Upton joined the
Marine Corps Jan. 14, 1942,
to serve the duration of the

war.Quentin Amyx, Army
The son of Ozark-County
natives, Odes and Stella Upton, Gene was born Oct. 19,
1920. He served with the
Marines in the South Pacific
from June 18, 1942, to Nov.
21, 1944. He fought in the
Marshall Islands and at the
Battle of Guam.
Pfc. Upton was discharged

Gene Upton, Marines
Aug. 18, 1945. His father
was a WWI veteran and was
wounded in France.
Gene’s widow, Lourine
Ledbetter Upton, said Gene
wanted to go back to Guam.
They had tickets to go when
Gene was diagnosed with
cancer, and the trip had to be
canceled. He died in 1981

War on the
Home Front
Left: Clay
Warrick, grandson of Clifford
Warrick (see pg
5), holds a quilt
his great grandfather, Joe Warrick, won at a
raffle at a
Mount Lebanon
pie supper to
raise funds for
the Red Cross.

When WWII came to Ozark County, it affected more
than the men and women who went off to fight.
Those at home raised money for the Red Cross or War Bonds. Gas, rubber and sugar were
among the items rationed. Scrap metal was collected. Some left Ozark County for jobs in the defense industry.
The quilt pictured above is similar to one pictured in The Old Mill Run in December 2003. That
quilt was found in a trunk belonging to Bernie Amyx. It contained the names of 29 men. (Albert
(Continued on page 16)
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Isabella IOOF’s
1883 celebration
Plates set for 100 people
Ozark County News
April 26, 1883

The back of this old photo suggests it is a fair in Gainesville in 1917. However,
the woman’s long dress makes it appear it might have been an earlier time.
Could it have been the Corn Show of 1910? Photo from Judith Ford Lyons family
collection.

The Corn Show October 1910
Ozark County Times
Oct. 21, 1910
The Corn Show last Saturday, considering
the short notice the farmers of the county
had, was a grand success. The fine display of
products was certainly very good. The show
was held in the court house.
James Terry was selected as chairman and
H. A. Ebrite as Sec. of the meeting.
A number of interesting addresses on agriculture in Ozark County were made. Rev.
Pare of Howard Ridge, Walter Blount, Prof.
Small and G. W. Boone were among those
who spoke.
James Terry, Charley Clute and E. W.
Ebrite were selected to act as judges and
awarded the premiums as follows:
W. E. Young, $5 for best 10 ears white
corn.
John Squire, $5 for best 10 ears yellow
corn.
Joseph Ward, $1 for best 10 ears longest
corn.
Wm. McGuire, $1 for best 10 ears largest

Times gone by . . .
Ozark County News Jan. 1, 1891
Dora — Black Jack was found in the shaft
on Mr. Ficher’s place at the depth of 35 feet
on Dec. 24. The miners will not go to work
again until after the holidays. We are on the
anxious seat as to the amount of the find, but
we hope it will be in great quanities.
Col. P. P. Dobozy tells us he will begin
developing the iron on Allen Stone’s place
shortly after the holidays. The Col. stopped
the work while he was away near Gainesville,
as he wanted to be here to superintend the
work. We understand he intends to develop

corn.
W. S. Hosman, $1 best 10 ears mixed corn.
Joseph Mullins, yrs. Subscription to Ozark
County Times for best 10 ears red corn.
William Lawson, 50 cts. for best 5 heads of
cane.
Joe Cowart, $1 for largest pumpkin.
Walter Blount, $1 for best peck of sweet
potatoes.
J. R. Cooper, $1 for best peck of Irish potatoes.
Adam Upton, $1 for best peck of apples.
George Crawford, $1 for best quart of
wheat.
Philip Green, $1 for best quart of oats.
H. P. Perry, $1 for best quart of molasses.
B. F. McMahon, $1 for best cotton stalk.
W. F. Morris, 50 cts. for best peck of turnips.
Marion Crippin, 75 cts. for best exhibit of
pop corn.
J. H. P. Miller, $1 for best tobacco exhibit.
Jim Blacksher, 50 cts. for best exhibit of
canned fruit.
the iron on property he has purchased three
miles north of Gainesville.
Ozark County News, Jan. 8, 1891
Bakersfield — The Women’s Chr istian
Temperance Union meets every Saturday
afternoon at the school house. Also holds
public meetings the 4th Sunday eve in each
month at early candle light.
Ozark County News Feb. 5, 1891
Thornfield— Our school closed Fr iday
with a first class exhibition Friday night.
Thomas Norris teacher.
Thornfield will have a Normal Institute
going in a few months.

The 64th anniversary of the establishment
of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows in
the U. S. was celebrated at Isabella Lodge on
the 26th inst.
By previous arrangement the Gainesville
string band as well as a large number of other
citizens of Gainesville left early on Thursday
morning to be in attendance. Arriving at
Isabella about 10 o’clock, we found a crowd
gathered notwithstanding the threatening
condition of the weather and the very busy
season with farmers.
The celebration proper consisted in
marches by members of the Order in their
regalia, a public dinner and speaking. The
procession formed at the Hall and marched
up the principal street of the village, directed
by the marshal. Dr. Arnold preceded by the
band.
The procession marched to the school
building where a good dinner was waiting.
The ladies and members of the band were
first served; next the gentlemen of the lookers on were admitted to the table. Lastly the
members of the Order filed round the board
and dined after all their friends had been
served.
The table was built to form a hollow square
around the room with only a convenient aisle
between it and each wall. Plates were laid for
about 100 persons.
Enough people were admitted each time to
fill the table. In the center other tables were
loaded with eatables, and spry waiters were
there to serve people with whatever they
chose from the center tables.
After dinner and while the tables were
being cleared, the Odd Fellows marched
again and they returned to the school building to entertain with speaking. Dr. Arnold
spoke first. He touched on the permanency
and earnestness of the purposes of Odd Fellowship.
Mr. Samuel Duncan of the Gasville, Ark.,
Lodge was the next speaker. He gave some
history and spoke of the growth of the Order
in this country from five members at first to
over 600,000 at present. Mr. Duncan closed
by admonishing members to live by the principles of the order.
The Odd Fellows then formed and marched
back to their hall,
It had been previously announced that
arrangements had been made at the Herd
Hotel for dancing. The band went over and
the young people collected, and the “tip of
the light fantastic” jarred the neighborhood
until late at night.
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Before theatres came to Ozark County, movies were often shown at tents such as the one pictured above at
Bakersfield in 1941 and on page one at Dora. “The calliope could be heard for miles around,” Jim Cox wrote in
“The Famous Talkie Tent Show,” W est Plains Gazette, July—August, 1981. Photo scanned from the Gazette.

History of Movie Theatres in Ozark County
Part One
By Kenneth Brown
I’ve never lived in Ozark County; my roots are Douglas
County. At the age of 12, I moved to Wichita, Ks. That
was 1957 and my mother, Kiree Brown, had just gone
through a tornado experience on the Ozark and Douglas
County line. She was teaching in the one-room school at
Frye in southern Douglas County, and a tornado came
out of Ozark County on the last day of school and destroyed her school building. Moments before it hit the old
building, she had packed 13 kids in her 1946 Chevy coupe
and sped to safety. For her bravery, she was awarded a
Bulova watch by 1950s Hollywood radio commentator,
Jimmy Fiddler, as the recipient of the “American in the
News Award.” Some Ozark Countians still remember
that 1957 storm and the narrow escape for Mom and her
students..
Movie history has always been a passion of mine. In
1995, Ava’s Howard and Marian (Montgomery)Pettit
(now both deceased) worked with me to write the
“History of Motion Picture Theatres in Douglas County.”
During their interviews, the Pettits told me of their movie

theatre in Gainesville which the couple established in the
early 1940s right after their marriage. Note: this article
refers to the county's movie houses as “theatres” instead
of “theaters;” some writers reserve the term “theaters”
for venues that were built for live plays.
Knowing of my past historical research on movies,
Mary Ruth (Luna) Sparks “drafted” me for this project on
Ozark County. She has almost single-handedly gathered
much of the information used in this first article; but, she
did get lots of help from John Harlin of Gainesville.
This first article on movies in Ozark County describes
the arrival of movies in south central Missouri including
Ozark County followed by a general description of the
movie houses identified thus far as well as the names of
the families who exhibited the movies in the county. Interspersed in this first article are some of the memories
that Ozark Countians have of their movie experiences
from years gone by.
Silent Movies – “They Sure Look Like Horses!”
Although a date for the first motion picture (“movie”) to
be shown in Ozark County is still unknown, traveling
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“You can smell the gun smoke
better on the front row.”
Horace Gaulding
Former Ozark County resident
“Kaleidoscope” shows were in south-central Missouri as
early as 1907. The nation's first major full-length film,
D.W. Griffith's “Birth of a Nation,” was released in 1915,
and regular full-length silent movies would have probably
come to Ozark County soon thereafter. Prior to 1916 or
1917, the movies shown in the county were probably
short film clips such as those that reappeared in the 1940s
and 1950s when the old hand-grind nickelodeons showed
up in the penny arcade of the annual carnival.
The effect of these early films on our parents and grandparents was no doubt tremendous. These movies provided action scenes for the viewers never before seen by
Ozark Countians. This point is born out by a story that
John Harlin recalls: Orr Hill was a dear friend, long deceased, who grew up in the Dora area. He was one of the
funniest people I've ever known. He told about an early
showing of a movie at Dora, presumably a silent movie
and probably shown in a public building (e.g. a school).
Apparently, it was a western and as the movie began to
roll, a voice from the silence of the audience said, 'Those
horses sure do look like horses!’
Imagine, for example, that while our parents and grandparents had perhaps seen a picture of a riverboat, this was
the first time they actually saw one floating down a
mighty river in all its glory. The action, the costumes and
the unique settings and scenes broadened Ozark Countians' visual experiences overnight. The world became a
little smaller when movies arrived in Ozark County.
Silent and sound movies
Because this movie research is ongoing, educated
guesses are provided with the hope that the facts can be
tightened in the months to come. It's a safe assumption
that the very first movie exhibitors came into the county
with a traveling show where they stayed a few nights in
one location and then moved on to another site in the
county or adjacent counties. But at some point perhaps as
early as 1920, some local entrepreneurs probably
equipped and operated a regular movie house.
The Film Daily Y earbook lists a silent movie house in
Bakersfield called the Sweet Clover Theatre operating by
1929 and through at least 1931. Likewise, from 1927
through 1931, the same yearbook listed a movie theatre in
Gainesville identified as the Opera House. But these directories don't seem to be totally accurate or up-to-date;
so attempts will be made to confirm information gained
from these yearbooks.
Prior to 1930, all the movies shown in the county would
have been silent with subtitles, and perhaps accompanied
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by live organ music. Movies with sound arrived in the
area in the early 1930s, just a couple of years later than
the sound films appeared in Springfield or other larger
cities. A search is ongoing for the location and time of
the first sound movie shown in the county.
Western movie craze -- The “Gunsmoke” Row
One of the joys of county historical research is to gain a
feeling for conditions under which one’s ancestors lived.
The movie-going experiences of earlier generations are no
different. Western movies were quite popular from the
very beginning, and Ozark Countians would have packed
into whatever venue was being used to show, for example, an old Tom Mix or Randolph Scott film.
Standard scenes in western movies were galloping horses and blazing gun barrels. Mary Ruth Landers said her
brother-in-law, Horace Gaulding, always wanted to sit on
the front row at the movie theater in Gainesville. He always said, "You can smell the gunsmoke better." In fact,
Mary Ruth said the Gauldings were usually late, and the
front row had the only vacant seats. Regardless of the
movie, Horace would have probably smelled anything but
gunsmoke – cigarette smoke, perhaps. Cigarette smoke,
lack of air conditioning, and cramped seating would have
created lots of odors competing with the delicious smell
of the popcorn at the rear of the theatre.
The types of places in which movies were shown in
Ozark County included: (1) regular theatres with permanent seating, sloped floors, and large screens made of special reflective bead materials; or (2) lodge halls, school
houses, and vacant store or church buildings where
benches were set up and portable projection equipment
was used with a white bed sheet nailed to the front wall
for a screen. In addition, tents were set up by some exhibitors and dismantled after the show was over.
Thus far, permanent theatres are known to have been
operated in Bakersfield, Dora, Gainesville and Lutie; still,
there could be others. Temporary theatres were operated
across the county. Many people have memories of movies being shown in these places. For example, in 1949
and 1950, Glenda (Lee) Walker of Drury was a Rockbridge school teacher by day, and she showed movies at
Almartha, Wasola, and Caulfield (Howell County) in the
evenings after the school day was done. Historical Society member, Susan (Amyx) Ault, as a small child, accompanied her teacher on many of these evenings. Ms. Lee,
unmarried at that time, rented a projector from Swank
Films in St. Louis, and also rented a film chosen by her
patrons to show at the various locations. Others tell of
movies being shown at Pondfork, Souder, Tecumseh and
Thornfield and no doubt there are others yet unreported.
Bakersfield’s long movie history
The village of Bakersfield in the southeast corner of
Ozark County has a long history as a commercial center,
as well as a place where area citizens could go see a mov(Continued on page 10)
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He rode his horse to the movie and tied it up outside
(Continued from page 9)

ie. Bakersfield's movie history appears in two magazine
articles: (1) “The History of Bakersfield” by Kyrie Leaf
in a Fall 2005 issue of Ridgerunner Magazine published
by an English class of West Plains High School; and (2)
“The Famous Talkie Tent Show,” by Jim Cox, which appeared in the July 1981 issue of the W est Plains Gazette.
The Ridgerunner article tells of Alan Ferguson who
opened a tent theatre in the 1920s on the banks of the
creek in Bakersfield. At some point, Guy Delarm took
over ownership of Ferguson's theatre. Whether this theatre of Ferguson's was called the Sweet Clover mentioned
in the 1929-31 Film Daily Y earbooks is yet to be determined.
According to the W est Plains Gazette article, Forrest
and Oneta Glass began taking their “Famous Talkie Tent
Show” to Bakersfield Fourth of July celebrations in 1939.
In the early 1940s, World War II created shortages of gasoline and tires; this caused the circuit to limit its travel.
As a result, the Glass couple set up permanent theatres in
both Bakersfield and Dora. The Bakersfield theatre,
which they called the Glass Theatre, was sold when Forrest died in 1958. Reportedly, the structure is now called
the “Lions Building.”
Additionally, former Ozark County resident Larry
Wade said his late uncle, O'Dean Goodwyn of Gainesville, opened and operated theatres in both Bakersfield
and Gainesville beginning in the 1950s. Details of these
theatres are still being collected.
Dora
Dora's movie history seems to parallel that of Bakersfield and revolve around Forrest and Oneta Glass. Their
involvement with Dora is again outlined in “The Famous
Talkie Tent Show,” by Jim Cox, which appeared in the
July 1981 issue of the West Plains Gazette.
Around 1939, Forrest and Oneta Glass started bringing
their “Famous Talkie Tent Show” to Dora during April at
the start of their “Gasoline Circuit.” However, World
War II created a shortage of gasoline and tires, and Forrest purchased an old mechanic's garage and converted it
into a theatre, which, like the one at Bakersfield, was
called the Glass Theatre. This operated until 1957 when
the building was sold to the Dora Assembly of God
Church.
Gainesville's varied movie history
Some of you may only remember one theatre in Gainesville; but in fact, several came and went, starting in the
1920s up into the 1970s. Some general information has
been collected on several operators and their theatre's location in Gainesville, but more information is needed.
Both John Harlin and Mary Ruth (Luna) Sparks contin-

ue to talk with Ozark Countians about their memories of
the movies in Gainesville. Marvin Looney, recalls several of the old theatres, and John Luna and Eloise
(Gilliland) Ford, both born in 1920, recall going to a silent movie in Gainesville as early as 1927. Several people remember John Hollingsworth being involved with
the early theatres; likewise, they remember Howard and
Marian (Montgomery) Pettit coming to Gainesville from
Ava as a young married couple in 1940 to build and operate the Ozark Theatre off the southwest corner of the
square.
G.R. Crisp had a theatre for a short time but was reportedly bought out by the Pettits. Around 1953, O'Dean and
Velma Goodwyn opened the new Sunset Drive-In Theatre
on U.S. Hwy 160 west of Gainesville., Dr. M. J. Hoerman
is said to have provided financial backing for the theatre.
At some point, the Pettits closed the Ozark Theatre for
good, but it was reopened in the 1970s by Bill and Alice
Bonnell for a period of time.
More information about these theatres and any new information collected will appear in a future article in this
series. There is still much to learn.
Lutie's Ledbetter Theatre
According to Pauline Wallace and Lourine Upton, their
father, Raymond Ledbetter, operated a theatre in the
Lutie/Theodosia area. The theatre was located near the
intersection of Mo. Hwy. 95 and U.S. Hwy. 160. Sherrill
Harlin Hardcastle, said her husband, Joe, talks about riding his horse to the theatre every Saturday night. He tied
it up out behind the theatre. Sherrill said Hank Williams
songs played before the movie started; and once, Slim
Wilson and his Springfield group appeared live. Before
the next installment of this series is completed, we hope
to learn much more about this theatre and when it operated.
“That's All Folks!” for now
Hopefully, readers of this first article will think of (1)
an exhibitor family or a movie location that have been
omitted; (2) a story or memory you want to contribute; (3)
the times or structures in which the movies were held,
and/or (4) the name of a person you feel we really need to
interview on this project. If so, please forward those
comments to:
Mary Ruth (Luna) Sparks – 712 Indian Grass Way,
Raymore, MO 64083; Tel: (816) 318-1252
Email: m.msparks@yahoo.com.
John Harlin – P.O. Box 68, Gainesville, MO 65655;
Tel: (417) 679-3321 Email: jharlin@townsqr.com.
Kenneth Brown – 4108 E. Eastmoor St., Springfield,MO. Tel: (417)-882-4547:
Email: ozarkuncle@sbcglobal.net
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LEFT: Howard
Pettit built his
theatre in
Gainesville near
where the Methodist Church sits
in this early picture of High
Street in Gainesville.
Photo courtesy of
Judith Ford Lyons.

Personal Recollections of Ozark County native, Donna Walker

Entertainment preceded early Ozark Co. movies
By Donna Walker
The first movies we saw were silent films. Folks
traveled through the country and showed films usually in the school houses. Some had tents.
One I remember came to Souder school to advertise his movie that was to be shown at Almartha. He
came and talked to the teacher, and they let him put
on a little act for us. He pulled out a big wooden doll
with wobbly legs from a fairly large suitcase. The
doll’s face was black, and it could talk. He set the
doll on his knee. It was quite a sight for us. We had
never seen anyone who could throw his voice and
make a wooden doll talk. He told us he would be appearing at the movie to be held at the Almartha
school.
Some of the people who attended the silent films
were unable to read, and one of their children would
read the words to them aloud. This irritated a lot of
others.
Another person who sometimes came through was
Captiller. He played an accordion, and he could really play.
Most of the films were “talking picture shows.”
One group who came through was the Gilberts. I
think they were the ones who hypnotized people. A
man named Woodrow Harley lay on two chairs, and
they placed a big flat rock on his belly. I guess it was
a sand rock. They took a big hammer and hit the rock
while it was on his belly and broke it in two.
They would announce that on the next day they
would drive a car from one point to another blindfolded. Also they claimed they would walk a wire

stretched between two points so many feet off the
ground. We never went to see the driving or the wire
acts.
One group who came and camped and had a big
tent was named Cooper. They camped on Grandpa’s
property [Ora Murphy], so Grandpa got to get in
free, and he could take others with him. I got to go to
these movies. If Mom and Dad didn’t intend to go, I
would stay with Grandpa and attend.
They had some contests either before the movies or
at intermission. Cow calling, husband calling, nail
driving, etc.
Coopers stayed about a week at a time. They came
about once a year. They usually went from Almartha
to Wasola and stayed there a week too. They usually
showed Westerns as that was what people wanted to
see. These people came through the country in the
late 1930s.
In the early 1940s, Pettits from Ava opened a theatre in Gainesville. They drew big crowds for good
films. They had regular theatre seats in the center,
and on each side. They had a board against the wall.
You had to get there early to get a good seat.
Gary Walker went to the movies every Friday
night. He got out on the highway, and Mr. Pettit
would pick him up. Mr. Pettit lived in Ava. Sometimes other boys would be along. The Peters boys,
the Pare boys and Billy Ray.
The Gainesville Pettit Theatre brought popular
movies. Gone with the W ind was one of them. The
school let us go see a film or two. Maybe Shepherd
of the Hills or Tom Sawyer, I don’t remember for
sure.
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More Ozark County Marriages
Marriages performed by Swannie B. Baxter and Robert Baxter at Howards Ridge
while serving as Justice of the Peace.
From an old journal submitted by Dorothy Gardner
Before 1920
E. L. Pitcock of Gainesville and Nine M. Culpepper of Howar d Ridge Oct. 15, 1913, at the r esidence of
L. C. Culpepper
1920s
Henry P. Simpson and Virgie Lee Siler at r esidence of Rober t Baxter Dec. 22, 1927 at 8 o’clock.
Averill Pleasant to Nova Robbins at 11:55 p.m. Mar ch 11, 1929
Wayne Stutsman and Sharlet Reynolds 10:30 p.m. Nov. 22, 1929

1930—1934
Foe Suter to Elma Mishler at 9:30 p.m. Apr il 31, 1930
Samuel Kile to Mary Thompson at 10:45 a.m. Dec. 9, 1930
Raymon Stone to Veige Gibson at 5:15 p.m.Dec. 9, 1930, witnesses A. B. Baxter , Zor a Howar d
Harry Crawford to Hattie Mishler at 7:40 p.m. Nov. 28, 1931, witnesses A. B. Baxter , Bar die Baxter
Homer Smith to Felma Baxter at 12:35 p.m. Feb. 7, 1932, witnesses A. B. Baxter , Ida Br own
Richard Crawford to Mabel Sellers at 7 p.m. Mar ch 12, 1932, witnesses S. B. Satter field, Ralph Stevens
Henry P. Simpson to Verge Siler 8 p.m. Dec. 22, 1927, witnesses A. B. Baxter and Zor a Howar d
William A. Clark to Ar tie A. Pitcock at 1:25 p.m. Feb. 4, 1933, witnesses Har r y Cr awfor d and J ack
Hicks
David Baxter to Ida Brown at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 4, 1933, witnesses H. B. Baxter and Dor othy Baxter
George Simpson to Ruth Lewis at 2:20 p.m. May 23, 1934, witnesses M. W. Baxter and Fr ed Lewis
Lorn Anderson and Christina Yocam at 2:15 p.m. Nov. 17, 1934, witnesses Huston Ander son and Zor a
Howard
1935—1938
Johnie Kirkland and Joan Hicks 7 p.m. Apr il 30, 1935, witnesses Bonnie Baxter and Claude Kir kland
Jay Hicks to Christine Kirkland 4 p.m., May 4, 1935, witnesses Bonnie Baxter and J ohnie Kir kland
Lonzo Parks to Marie Lewis at 1 a.m. J une 17, 1935, witnesses Ada Baxter and A. B. Baxter
Cleo Crawford and Thelma War r en 10 1.m., J une 30, 1935, witnesses A. B. Baxter and H. B. Baxter
Grady Lewis and Hazel Stone at 6:35 p.m. Aug. 5, 1935, witnesses A. B. Baxter and Rex Baxter
H. W. Barton, Jr. and Irene Penman at 12:30 p.m. Mar ch 14, 1937, witnesses J oe Hicks and J ohnie
Kirkland
James F. Mishler and Willa Ruth Adams at 7:25 p.m. Oct. 9, 1937, witnesses Howar d Culpepper and
Zora Howard
R. H. Price and Cora Reynolds at 4:10 p.m. Feb. 7, 1938, witnesses A. B. Baxter and Ed Gr isham
Thomas M. Graves to Dorotha May Lockett at 1:05 a.m. Apr il 10, 1939, witnesses Rex Baxter and M.
King
1940s
J. F. Anderson and Delia Crabtr ee at 10 p.m. Sept. 30, 1940, witnesses H. Cr awfor d and J . Cr awfor d
Willie Rife and Rose Camp at 9:30 a.m. Oct. 16, 1940, witnesses Shecho Cr awfor d and Howar d Kendell
Eull McGinnis and Velma Anderson May 24, 1941, witnesses Bonnie Baxter and Cliffor d Howar d
Jess M. Sullivan and Sheleil Mae Crawford at 6:40 p.m. J uly 12, 1941, witnesses Mar y Head and Rollie
Cureton
Lelon Fitzpatric and Leona Ellison at 5:40 J uly 20, 1941, witnesses J ess Sullivan and Bar die Baxter
Rex Stone and Ruth Cockrum at 4:50 Feb. 25, 1942, witnesses Ruben Stone and Nova Stone
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Civil War soldier Arthur B. Peacock
ARTHUR BARTON PEACOCK
Private
Company I, 46th Regiment Missouri Infantry Volunteers
Sergeant
General Order #3, Ford’s Douglas County Volunteer
Missouri Militia
Ancestor of Sally Lyons McAlear, great-greatgranddaughter
By Sally Lyons McAlear
Arthur Barton Peacock was bor n J une 19, 1830, in
Randolph County, N.C. He was the third child of Malachi
Peacock and Sarah Randal.
Arthur’s father, Malachi Peacock, was born ca. 1789 in
Wayne County, N.C., and died before 1870 in Marion County,
Ark. His mother, Sarah Randal, was born ca. 1793 (location
unknown) and died from childbirth when Arthur was 11 years
old, in 1841/42, in Hardin County, Tenn. They were married
Sept. 28, 1822, in Randolph County, N.C. The 1830 census
shows them living in First Regiment Township of Randolph
County. Arthur’s siblings were:

William, bor n ca. 1824 in Randolph County, N.C.,
married Martha _____, died after 1850, location unknown
Rachel, bor n ca. 1828 in Randolph County,married Asbury Hinkle, died after 1850, location
unknown
Benjamin, bor n ca. 1837 in Tennessee, mar r ied
Elizabeth Josephine Hargrove Feb. 15, 1858, in Marion Co., Ark., died Feb. 28, 1863, in Fayetteville,
Washington County, Ark.
The 1840 census shows the family living in the 5th Civil
District of Hardin County, Tenn., while the 1850 census
shows them in the 2nd Civil District of Hardin County.
Arthur’s brother, Benjamin, served as a private during the
Civil War (for the Union Army) in Co. C of the 1st Regiment Arkansas Infantry Volunteers. He enlisted on Feb.
12, 1863, and was mustered in on Feb. 27, 1863, in
Fayetteville but died the following day from typhoid fever. Most of his Civil War compiled service records and
widow’s pension records show the death date as Feb. 28,
1863, in Fayetteville with the exception of one document
indicating that he “died of typhoid fever while on scout in
Newton Co., Ark. March 1, 1863.”
On Dec. 25, 1852, Arthur Peacock married Elizabeth
Ledford (also frequently spelled Leadford) in Hardin
County, Tenn. Elizabeth was born in January 1831 in
Tennessee. (Although no documented proof has been
found of her exact date of birth, one family source—
Glessie Derrick Stehle—reported that Elizabeth was born

on the 1st day of January and that family members would
bake her favorite pie every New Year’s Day to celebrate
her birthday.) Their children were:
Mary H. T., bor n 28 October 1853 in TN, died
May 4, 1868, in Ozark County, Mo.
William J., bor n ca. 1855 in Tennessee, died of
whooping cough before 1865 in Marion County, Ark.
Sarah L., born Aug. 5, 1856, probably in Marion
County, Ark., died May 4, 1868, in Ozark County.
Eliza Ann, bor n Feb. 5, 1862, in Ar kansas, mar ried Henry Kelly Derrick March 27, 1884, in Ozark
County, died Jan. 30, 1892, in Ozark County.
Joseph Everett, bor n Feb. 5, 1862, in Ar kansas,
married Florence Emeline Maritt [or Merritt] April
12, 1888, in Ozark County, MO, died Sept. 21, 1901,
in Ozark County.
Frances Jane, bor n J an. 3, 1865, in Ozar k County,
married Oliver Cicero Duncan Dec. 7, 1887, in Ozark
County, died Aug. 24, 1939, in Los Angeles, Los Angeles County, Calif.
Rebecca Lourainne, bor n J an. 5, 1868, in Ozar k
County, married Jonathan Ela Harper Jan. 5, 1888, in
Ozark County, died Dec. 23, 1939, in Broken Arrow,
Wagoner County, Okla.
Millie Emma, bor n in 1870 in Ozar k County, mar ried Willis Muncy July 30, 1891 in Ozark County.
Her death date is not known but is estimated to be
between July 30, 1891 (the date on her marriage record) and Jan. 15, 1898 (the date Arthur was asked to
list his surviving children in a questionnaire required
for his Civil War invalid pension but did not include
Millie). It is not known where she died.
On Dec. 10, 1859, and May 1, 1860, Arthur purchased
40 acres and 240 acres, respectively, in Marion County,
Ark. This area, near Mountain Home, became part of
Baxter County in 1873. The 1860 census listed the family
living in Whiteville Township of Marion County, Ark..
Arthur was 31 when the Civil War began. He was not
involved with the service until he was conscripted into the
Confederate Army. Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, Eleventh Edition (2004) gives the following definition of the word conscribe: “to enlist forcibly.” Statements in his pension file indicate that he was conscripted
by Confederate agent Saul Skeen to work in a Marion
County, Ark., saltpeter cave for a few months in 1863, for
which he claimed to have been paid wages. Arthur stated
in his pension deposition that saltpeter was used for Army
purposes. An article that appeared in the Spring 1967 is(Continued on page 14)
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Peacock was forced into the Rebel Army first,
but joined the Union Army when he could
(Continued from page 13)

sue of the W hite River V alley Historical Quarterly entitled “Bean Cave, Marion County, Arkansas” explained
that saltpeter was “potash nitrate or potassium nitrate . . .
comprised 75% of the weight of a mixture with charcoal
and sulfur to produce the black powder used in loading
the firearms of the 19th century.”
In his deposition, Arthur said that the cave was six or
eight miles from Yellville on the White River and that he
worked there “until the whole business broke up, and I
came home.” Then in the spring of 1864, he was conscripted into what he described as Capt. Evans’ Co., Maj.
Jesse Mooney’s Battalion, of Col. John A. Schnable’s
Regiment of the Confederate Army. A book by Stewart
Sifakis entitled Compendium of the Confederate A rmies:
Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, the Confederate Units and
the Indian Units indicates that the official name of this
unit was Missouri Schnable’s Cavalry Battalion and that
it “organized with six companies in the summer of 1864 .
. . Assignment: Jackman’s Brigade, Shelby’s Division,
Army of Missouri, Trans-Mississippi Department (August
-December 1864).”
Arthur stated that in the spring of 1864 “several men
came to my house and swore me into the service, and a
few days after that I went over to the company on White
River near Mooney’s Ferry and the next night I left
them.” He added, “The men told me they wanted me, and
I supposed there was no use to resist, and I went with
them all right – expected to leave them at the first opportunity.” A comrade, James Littlefield, who was conscripted with Arthur, also gave interesting information in
his deposition in support of Arthur’s pension application,
saying, “One night Peacock and myself left them. The
regiment was on the move and it was about dark, and we
just walked off. We went up there on Little North Fork in
Ozark Co., Mo. and then up in Douglas Co. and when
Piland’s Co. [Union] was formed we joined it, and stayed
with it until it was mustered out.”
It was obvious that Arthur’s loyalty was with the Union
because on Nov. 1, 1864, he enlisted into Co. I of the 46th
Regiment Missouri Infantry Volunteers, serving under
Capt. William Piland, and on Nov. 13, 1864, he was mustered into that regiment at Springfield, Mo. Arthur’s wife
was approximately seven months pregnant with their sixth
child when he began his military service for the Union.
Frederick H. Dyer reported the following information
about the 46th Regiment Missouri Infantry, in his book, A
Compendium of the War of the Rebellion:
Organized at Springfield, Mo., August to

November 1864, for six months. Attached to District of Southwest Missouri,
Dept. of Missouri to March, 1865. 2nd
Brigade, 1st Sub-District. District of Middle Tennessee, Dept. of the Cumberland,
to May, 1865.
SERVICE – Duty at Springfield, MO.,
and by detachments in Douglas County,
Taney County, at Stockton, Hartsville
[sic], Neosho, Cassville, Newtonia and
Buffalo till March, 1865, and in District
of Middle Tennessee till May, 1865. Surrender of Paris, Mo., October 15, 1864
(Detachment). Operations in Ozark
County February 12, 1865 (Co. “H”).
Operations about Bennett’s Bayou and
Tolbert’s [probably Talburt’s] Mill, Ark.,
February 16-18, 1865 (Co. “H”). Mustered out March 6 to May 24, 1865.
Regiment lost during service 8 Enlisted
men killed and mortally wounded and 18
Enlisted men by disease. Total 26.
Additional information about the regiment was given in
a book entitled Supplement to the Official Records of the
Union and Confederate Armies, edited by Janet B.
Hewett. It was reported that the regiment was “stationed
at Springfield, Mo., September-October 1864.” The book
said that Arthur’s unit (Co. I) was stationed at Ozark
County, Mo., November 1864-January 1865 and that Co.
I was stationed at Ozark, Mo., February-April 1865. The
final mention of Co. I in this book was a notation that
they “were stationed at Ozark County, Sept. 7, 1864-Feb.
28, 1865.” [It is possible that when Ozark, Mo., was
mentioned, the editor might have meant Ozark County–
since it appears that Ozark County was the predominant
location of Co. I.] In the compiled service records for the
regiment, Arthur was described as having dark eyes,
black hair, a dark complexion, and a height of 5 feet 11
inches. His occupation was given as a farmer. Arthur was
mustered out of the 46th Missouri Infantry on May 12,
1865 at Springfield.
On May 22, 1865, Arthur was ordered into active service in Ozark and Douglas Counties of Missouri with
General Order #3 of Ford’s Douglas County Volunteer
Missouri Militia, as a sergeant under the command of
(Continued on page 15)
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Peacock Headstone
Lutie Cemetery
Ozark County, MO

based on independent companies), causing two different Missouri Militias to be
operating at the same time. With the Confederate surrender at Appomattox a few
days later and the general cessation of
hostilities in the following weeks, the
Order #3 Missouri Militia quickly ran
into insurmountable funding problems. In
late June and early July, Gov. Fletcher
caused to be issued a series of orders dismantling it, “in consequence of the refusal of the United States Government to
issue subsistence . . . and the inability, for
want of appropriations, of the State to
subsist them, and the necessity for employing that class of troops no longer existing.
Capt. Ford commanded a 90-man militia in Douglas and
Ozark Counties in Missouri. Arthur was relieved from
duty on July 22, 1865.
Tragedy struck the family on May 4, 1868, when
daughters Mary and Sarah were killed in a brush fire not
far from their home in Ozark County. Stories carried
down in the Peacock family explained that due to weeds
growing tall in those days (and the lack of water to put
out fires) that a fire started in a field and the girls were
soon surrounded by the flames and perished. Their mother
was away from home, acting as a midwife during a birth
at a neighbor’s home when the tragedy occurred. Mary
was 14 years old and Sarah was 11 at the time of their
deaths. They were buried in the Welch Cemetery in Ozark
County. There is a single headstone noting both names
(with dates) over their graves.
The 1870 census found the family residing in Jasper
Township of Ozark County. On Jan. 25, 1878, Arthur was
granted 160 acres of land in Ozark County, through a
homestead claim.
The 1880 census showed the family still living in Jasper
Township of Ozark County. On the 1880 agricultural census (his residence also noted as Jasper Township), the
following information was given about his farm operation: acres of improved, tilled land—30; acres of improved land (permanent meadows, pastures, orchards)—
two; acres of unimproved land (woodland and forest)—
130; farm values (including land, fences, and buildings)—
$400; farm values of farming implements and machinery—$50; value of livestock—$445; cost of building and
repairing fences—$15; estimated value of all farm productions (sold, consumed, or on hand)—$182; horses—
eight; “milch” cows—four; other cattle—two; calves
dropped—one; number of cattle sold—two; pounds of
butter—150; swine—39; barnyard poultry—20; other
poultry—23; eggs produced—50 dozen; acres of Indian
corn—12; bushels of Indian corn—400; acres of peach
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Farewell
Dear wife
and
children
all
From your
midst
God
has
called

Peacock Headstone
Lutie Cemetery, Ozark County, Mo.
Photo by author
Captain Charles K. Ford.
The following information on the formation of the
“Missouri Militia (G.O. #3) 1865” was given in an online
publication by Kirby Ross entitled Federal Militia in Missouri:
On Jan. 30, 1865, the newly installed
governor [of Missouri], Thomas Fletcher,
caused to be issued General Order #3
providing for the Missouri Militia. Sixtyone companies were formed, with a
charge that was more law-enforcement
oriented than military. According to the
formational order, it was organized for
active service “for the purpose of repressing lawlessness and to secure safety of
life and property to all good citizens, and
to strengthen the hands of legal justice by
enabling the officers of the law to execute
its processes and judgments.
In April [of 1865], the state’s civil authority created a second Missouri Militia
organization that was to be based on regiments (as stated, the present MM was

(Continued on page 16)
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Peacock———————(Continued from page 15)

orchard—two; number of bearing peach trees—250;
cords of wood cut—25; and value of all forest products
sold or consumed—$25.
On Feb. 8, 1888, Arthur applied for a Civil War invalid
pension. He stated on his declaration form that he had
“contracted measles resulting in disease of lungs and
throat and bronchial tubes” while on duty at or near Turkey Creek Mill, Ozark County, on or about March 25,
1865. He appeared on the 1890 veterans’ census with
Theodosia, , Mo., noted as his post office address.
Information carried down through the years in the Peacock family relates that Arthur was a circuit Methodist
minister as well as being a farmer. One descendant—
Gordon Peacock—remembered hearing that Arthur had a
Methodist church near the Haskins Burial Ground near

Pond Fork in Ozark County, but no records have been
located to verify this report. Mention was made in several
affidavits in his Civil War pension file that he was a
preacher. It was also mentioned in this file that he served
for a time as a county judge in Ozark County, a fact verified in records kept in the Secretary of State’s office in
Jefferson City, Mo., of the names of county officeholders.
The listing of Ozark County officeholders from the postCivil War period until 1900 appeared in the Ozark County
Genealogical & Historical Society’s Old Mill Run issue
of January 1989, showing that Arthur served as a “justice
of the county court” from May 1865 “until the next election” (March 1867). He was also listed as a “judge, county court 2nd district (west)”—having been elected in November 1878 for a two-year term.
Arthur Barton Peacock died from complications of lung
and heart disease on June 8, 1900, in Ozark County, and
was buried in the Lutie Cemetery there. His widow, Elizabeth, died July 9, 1922 in Ozark County, Mo., and was
buried beside her husband.
Sally Lyons McAlear is descended from Arthur

(Continued from page 6)

Quilt————Byrd’s name was on two blocks.) The quilts are physical reminders of how Ozark County folks helped with the “War on
the Home Front.”
The names lovingly embroidered on the “Warrick quilt” pictured on page 6 are: Willard Alfrey, Rex Hobbs, Stanley
Johnson, Jonny Allen, Rhufus Allen, Hubert Allen, Kenneth Bennett, Cpl. Lowell Bennett, Pfc. Danny H. Bruffet, Staff
Sgt. Ealum Bruffet, Cpl. Jake E. Bruffet, Pfc. Otis Gilliland, Pvt. C. M. Harvey, Russell Heriford, S. J. Hollingsworth,
Pvt. Eldon Lawson, Pvt. Edward Mefford, Paul Mefford, Pfc. Arnold Murrill, John Osborn, Cpl. Cecil Osborne, Pvt.
Stanford Rhoads, Harold Semones, Lieut. Buck Shireman, Sgt. Hershel Stanley, Cpl. Orvel Turner, Pvt. Leonard Turner,
Sgt. Clifford Warrick, Pfc. Ralph Wilson, Merrill Young.
If you have a similar quilt or other items that reflect Ozark County’s efforts in “War on the Home Front,” the Old Mill
Run would like to hear from you. Please call, write or e-mail the editor: Mary Ruth (Luna) Sparks, 816 318 1252, 712
Indian Grass, Raymore, MO 64083. E-mail: m.msparks@yahoo.com.
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