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The funeral of W. A. Love, Ozark County Prosecuting Attorney, 1901.  
   The funeral of W. A. Love, October 1901, gives a glimpse of what funerals might have been like in the early part of 

the last century. Love was Ozark County prosecuting attorney at the time of his death. His name was often mentioned in 

early accounts of decorating the graves of the “old soldiers.”  He was a Civil War veteran. This picture is on High Street 

in Gainesville. The three-story house in the background still stands opposite Guffey Chevrolet. The Methodist Church 

would have been a short distance away on the left of the picture. Photo from the family collection of Judith Ford Lyons. 
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   Some good news and some bad  First the good news . . .  

 Historical Society offers a new service 
   There is a new benefit to being a member of the Ozark County Histori-

cal and Genealogical Society. 

   Members may now access Heritage Quest online. Heritage Quest in-

cludes the indexed  U. S. census for all states and for almost all years the 

census was taken.  Other items of historical and genealogical interest are 

also available on Heritage Quest. 

   Members may also access Sanborn Maps online.  Sanborn Maps in-

cludes two early 1900s maps of Bakersfield and one of Gainesville.  

   OCGHS is able to offer this service via a “company card” through the 

Greene County Library.  OCGHS members can e-mail Linda Hannaford, 

OCGHS treasurer, at ljhannaford@townsqr.com to get the directions for 

accessing this new service.  Or send a self-addressed stamped envelope 

to Hannaford at OCGHS, Box 4, Gainesville, MO 65655, and she will 

mail the directions. 

   Membership in the society is $12 per year for individuals or $8 for the 

rest of 2008. If you want to become a member, mail a check to OCGHS, 

Box 4, Gainesville, MO 65655. OCGHS now has more than 150 mem-

bers.  

The bad news 

Ken Brown takes a leave, movie history to be delayed 
   Soon after our last issue came out with the popular first part of “A His-

tory of Ozark County Movie Theatres,” Ken Brown, the author, told us 

he needs to take a leave of absence for a year or so.  

   In this issue, on pages 3-4, are some movie memories some of you 

have shared and some additional information we have gathered, but we 

probably will not be able to present a “true history” as Ken Brown did 

for Douglas County about 10 years ago  until he returns.  

   In the meantime, please continue to send your movie memories and 

pictures to me, Mary Sparks, either via e-mail or snail mail. My address-

es are listed on the left.  

Things to come: The Singing Convention, WWII, etc. 
     Thanks  to all of you who have sent World War II pictures and sto-

ries. We promise to include more of them in the next issue. If you have 

not sent your WWII information, please send it to the editor soon. 

   In the summer issue we will have a story about the singing conven-

tions that were popular in Ozark County in the early 1900s. If you have 

pictures of singing schools or of the singing convention, please let me 

know. When I am in Gainesville, I could pick up your pictures, scan 

them and get them right back to you.  

   Salle Correction 
Editor’s note:  Dean Wallace has probably done more research and 

written more stories for The Old Mill Run over the years than anyone 

else.   I hope all of our readers will reassure Dean that we all make mis-

takes, and we value his work.  
By Dean Wallace . 

   I apologize for some errors on the Salle family article in the last issue 

of the Old Mill Run. 

   The immigrant father was Abraham Salle, not Isaac. 

   Adeline, Tom, who died in the Civil War, and Henderson, who was 

killed during the Civil War were children of Arenus Sallee and not 

James Henry. 

   I used some unreliable data and did not double check the record for 

veracity. 
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Two former Ozark Countians share their  movie memories about  

The Ledbetters in Lutie and the Pettits in Gainesville  

   By Pauline Ledbetter Wallace 
Editor’s note: This is a shortened version of Pauline’s story 

that ran in the Ozark County Times Feb. 13, 2008. 

 

   In the late 1940s, a man named Cap Tiller from Pontiac 

traveled to area schools and put on silent movies and 

played an accordion. This gave my dad and mom, Ray-

mond and Dorthy Ledbetter, the idea of starting a movie 

theatre in Lutie near highways 160 and 95.  

   Dad bought a Bell & Howell projector and star ted 

showing movies in a cement block building. Before each 

movie, he played western music on a record player. If the 

theatre building had electrical outlets, they weren’t where 

they were needed, so Dad had extension cords running 

along the ceiling to power the equipment. Folding chairs 

were placed in rows for folks to sit on, and admission was 

either 25 or 50 cents.  

   Initially, every film was black and white and was silent. 

Later, Dad showed talking movies (but never any color 

ones). Most were westerns such as Hop-Along Cassidy or 

comedies. 

   Sometimes, the film broke br inging everything to a 

stop. Then the lights were turned on while the film was 

taped back together.  

   The crowds grew over time, drawing folks from Protem, 

Thornfield, Long Run, Isabella, Pontiac and Dugginsville. 

   However, there was some opposition to movies. Dad’s 

brother, Uncle Allen Ledbetter, was preaching in that ar-

ea, and he spoke out against the shows. The church sat 

across the road from the theater. If there was a Saturday 

revival going on, Dad would not start the show until after 

church let out. 

   One weekend, Dad asked Slim Wilson, Aunt Martha, 

and the gang to come down and sing for the show. That 

was back when the roads to Springfield were still gravel. 

That event went over well, so Dad asked the Carter Fami-

ly to come down. Mother Maybelle Carter and her three 

daughters, June, Anita and Helen, came with Chet Atkins 

and put on two shows. 

   The theater didn’t have any bathrooms, so everyone, 

including the Carters, came up to our house and used the 

outhouse. 

   Mom made cake and coffee and got Murell Willhoit to 

make hamburgers to serve. Later, we sold popcorn for a 

nickel a bag, and I helped Mom pop it all afternoon prior 

to the movies.  

   Some weekends, Dad would take the movie up to the 

Thornfield School and show it there. My husband, Glen-

nie, and my brother, John, helped Dad set everything up. 

Dad continued to have the shows until sometime in the 

early 1950s.  

      A short time later, Mom and Dad converted the thea-

ter into a grocery store. They later built a new house near-

by and lived there until they died. 

 

Peggy Jo Boone Walker’s recollections 
 

   Peggy Jo Boone Walker thinks she attended the first 

day Pettit’s theatre opened in Gainesville. She and her 

cousin, Mary Ann Boone, were playing outside at their 

grandmother’s. Alta Luna Boone was their grandmother, 

and she lived directly across the street from the theatre.   

   “We noticed that people kept going into the building 

across the street, but no one came out,” Peggy said.  “I  

went over and asked the lady in the ticket booth what was 

going on. She said they were having a picture show.” 

   The movies were free to children under 6 years old. 

Peggy was 4 and Mary Ann was 5, so they got in free.  

   “I ran back and told Mary Ann, and we promptly went 

to the show without telling the adults,” Peggy said.  

   Soon, the adults were  looking for the girls. “Mrs. Pettit, 

who was selling tickets, walked across and told them 

where we were,” Peggy said. The adults were not happy, 

but Peggy doesn’t remember being punished. 

   “After that, unless I was sick or gone, I believe I attend-

ed every movie they showed until I went to college at 

SMS,” Peggy said.  “They showed westerns on Friday 

and had a serial before the main show.  There was a dif-

ferent show on Saturday night and yet another show on 

Sunday.  Some of the time, they had a Sunday matinee 

and showed the same film that night.  I went both 

times.  For a brief time, midnight shows were held--they 

were horror-type films. Of course, I saw all of them.” 

   Ads in the Ozark County Times in the early 1940s veri-

fy Peggy’s recollections. For example, on April 2, 1942, 

the Ozark Theatre ad on page one of the paper, said Un-

der Texas Skies would play on Friday night, Father Takes 

a Wife on Saturday night and on Sunday Small Town Wife 

would play at 2:30 and at 8 p.m.  

   Peggy said she was usually the first person in line at 

the box office to buy tickets 

   “I would stand there with money in hand, ready to buy 

the first ticket.  Often, late comers would ask me to buy 

tickets for them and give me the money to pay  Some-

times I bought a lot of both adult and children's tickets, 

which probably annoyed others waiting to buy tickets,” 

she said. 

   “People didn't actually form a line at the box office but 

a huge semi-circle formed, with some pushing and shov-

ing going on,” Peggy said.   “It was a little scary for me, 

wedged in at the front, but I continued to be the first one 

until I got to be a teenager, when that wasn't cool.” 
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   Old Ozark County newspapers give some details about 

early decoration days. The Ozark County News said it 

was first celebrated in Gainesville in 1887. (See the ac-

counts below). The Grand Army of the Republic post at 

Gainesville was the Albert Thompson Post No. 275. You 

will see that a man named Albert Thompson was a speak-

er at the Sweeton Cemetery decoration in 1909. [If any-

one has information about Albert Thompson, that the 

GAR. post was named for, please let the editor know.] 

   Ora P. Murphy wrote an account of the first decoration 

at Souder in 1898. Her account was published in A Sur-

vey of Ozark County Cemeteries. Here is how she de-

scribed the day. 

   “There were two platforms with an organ on each, and 

there were two singing classes. One was the Brixey class 

and Ryley and May Harris led it. The other was the 

Spring Creek class, and Dave Thomas led it. . . 

   “I attended the first decoration in 1898 and have 

been there every year since.  . . The first decorations were 

different from today. Flowers were all in baskets and Un-

cle Ramath Thornsburg and Grandad Peter Murphy would 

make talks. All of the old soldiers would take flags and 

march around and put them on the soldiers’ graves. Then 

the crowd would march after them and decorate all the 

graves with flowers from their yards. 

   “After the soldiers made their talks, there was sing-

ing and pieces spoke by groups from different places. The 

crowd sat on seats made by putting boards over logs. 

   “In 1911 when Minnie Price was buried, it rained so 

much a donation to build a church was begun and a year 

later funerals were held in the church house.” 

Ozark County News 

May 17, 1887 

   Gainesville. Decoration Day will be observed at this 

place the 30th.   The Grand Army Post invites the presence 

and cooperation of all citizens.  . . 

   This is the first time Decoration Day has been ob-

served in this county, and we are glad 

to see this beautiful custom of decorating the graves of 

the Nation’s dead coming into observance here. 

June 2, 1887 
   (Memorial Day) was observed at this place by the G. A. 

R. Post, and the program published last week was carried 

out in all its principal features. The members of the post 

and a large audience assembled at the court house at 10 

o’clock, and after some music . . . marched to the grave 

yard near town. At that place are the graves of two sol-

diers, W. J. Conkin and J. W. Harlin. The principal fea-

tures of the exercises consisted of prayer by the chaplain 

of the post, Eld. J. N. Murphy, music, addresses by Judge 

J. F. Hale and J. S. Plattenburg. . . The graves were deco-

rated with flowers by the entire audience. A salute to the 

flag was then fired, after which the procession moved on 

to the Sams grave yard, five miles below town, where the 

exercises were repeated, Col Love, Capt. Plattenburg and 

Prof. Murphy being the speakers. The procession returned 

to town at 4 o’clock, and we feel safe in asserting that 

each of the participants considered it a day well spent.  

May 23, 1889 

   Decoration Day promises to witness a great attendance 

of old soldiers at Gainesville. The Grand Army Post has 

made a neat monument which is to bear the names of all 

the dead soldiers buried in Ozark County at the Memorial 

exercises here on May 30. 

May 8, 1890 

   The G. A. R. Post at Dora will observe Decoration 

Day at that place.   

Ozark County Times  

June 4, 1909 

   Decoration Services Sunday at Sweeton Cemetery were 

well attended and excellent addresses were made by Rev. 

McMutry, Albert Thompson and Mr. Brunns.   

 

June 12, 1941 

Program for Decoration at the Hicks Cemetery 

4th Sunday in June 

10:30 Singing 

10:45 Prayer by Gaudry Sallee 

11 – Preaching by Brother Nell Reich 

11:45  Decorating of graves 

Noon – dinner 

2 p.m. singing 

2:30 singing by Wallace family 

2:45 singing by Willhoit family 

3 p.m.  Prayer by Bro Mont Reich 

3:10 Preaching by Bro. G. W. Willhoit  
 

Aug. 9, 1945 

  

   We are going to build a high water bridge across 

Lick Creek between Gainesville and the cemetery. It will 

be a great benefit to all who live on the creek road and 

anyone interested in the cemetery. The county will help 

with the project, but the citizens will have to raise about 

$1,500 by donations. About $600 has already been sub-

scribed. Let’s all get in and get the job done as the bridge 

is sure badly needed. Any donation from a dime up will 

be appreciated, and the money will be well invested. 

Please send your contribution to Mrs. Clara Harlin or 

Mrs. Rhoda Layton at Gainesville. 

Times Past 

How Decoration Day was celebrated in Ozark County 
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A continuing series 

More of Ozark County’s ‘Greatest Generation’ 

Conley Ingram  

Army  

Ginger Robbins Chittum 

Women’s Army Corps 

Alford Allen 

Navy  

   Here are more stories and 

pictures about Ozark Coun-

ty’s “Greatest Generation,” 

the men and women who 

served in the military during 

World War II. 

 

Conley Ingram was the 

first to go. 
 

Ozark County Times 

Dec. 5, 1940 
   Ozark County’s first draft 

call was for one draftee, and 

Conley Ingram, 21, son of 

Mr. and Mrs.Laith Ingram of 

Lilly Ridge, who volunteered 

in the Army, was selected 

and left here for Jefferson 

Barracks on Thursday.  He is 

the first man to be sent from 

this county under the Selec-

tive Service Act. 

   Conley Ingram entered the 

Army at Fort Leavenworth 

Nov. 29, 1940. He served 

with C Co., 333 Regiment, 

84th Division during WWII. 

He was awarded bronze cam-

paign stars for the Ardennes, 

Central Europe and the 

Rhineland. He died in 1973. 
 

Ginger  Robbins Chittum 
 

   Ginger Robbins Chittum 

joined the Women’s Army 

Auxiliary Corps in the spring 

of 1943. She thinks she was 

the first woman to join from 

Ozark County, but she 

knows there were others after 

her. 

   She attended basic training 

at Fort Des Moines, Ia., and 

was stationed in Pueblo, Co-

lo. 

   Soon after she joined 

theWAAC, it was converted 

into the Women’s Army 

Corps as part of the regular 

Army. She could have re-

turned home rather than join-

ing the Army, but she chose 

to stay. 

   She served at the air base 

post office and was sent to 

get the mail every day. She 

had to carry a gun that was 

on a belt like the men wore. 

She said it hung to the 

ground, so she had to strap it 

over her shoulder. (From a 

story by Regina Wynn in the 

Ozark County Times Sept. 

15, 2004.) 
 

Alford Allen 
 

   Alford Allen (called 

Ozark) volunteered for 

WWII in the U. S. Navy at 

age 17 at St. Louis, Mo., on 

Oct. 27, 1943. His mother 

had to sign for him. 

   He took boot training in 

Farragut, Ida.. After that he 

went to Armed Guard Center 

at Treasure Island, San Fran-

cisco, Calif. Then to San 

Diego.  He sailed on the USS 

Willis Van Devanter, a 

transport ship on Feb. 21, 

1944,  then on the USS 

Manoran on Nov. 7 1944, 

another transport ship. 

   He served as a gunner on 

both ships. He was in charge 

of all guns and gunners on 

the ship and was top shot on 

the ship. The ships carried 

supplies for Army, Air Corps 

and Marines. 

   They hauled all types of 

ammo, block buster bombs, 

depth charges, planes, trucks, 

amphibious tanks and troops. 

They sailed to Calcutta, India 

to Australia and back with 

many stops in between to 

reload. – Stops included 

Marshall Islands, Hawaii, 

Guam and Pearl Harbor. 

They were half way between 

Calcutta and Australia on 

high seas when news came 

that the war had end-

ed.  They opened all the port 

holes and turned on all the 

lights on the ship.  
 

Lloyd Wallace 
 

      I graduated from Thorn-

field High School in 1939 

and drove a truck on my fa-

ther’s milk route seven days 

a week, with no pay, picking 

up milk and hauling it to the 

Carnation plant in Ava. I was 

17 and  dreamed of greener 

pastures. 

   A friend, Jim Swearingen, 

and I decided to try our luck 

at Rocky Ford, Colo., where 

my great uncle, Charles Wal-

lace, lived. Jim owned a car, 

and I borrowed $50 from my 

uncle, Oscar Wallace, and 

we went to Colorado. Jim 

became homesick and re-

turned to Ozark County, but I 

stayed and found a job. 

   WWII was raging in Eu-

rope, and it appeared that 

war between the U. S. and 

Japan was soon to be a reali-

ty. The Navy was seeking 

recruits. On May 12, 1941, I 

enlisted in the Navy for six 

years and was sent to San 

Diego where I spent four 

months in boot camp and 

learning  Morse Code in or-

der to be a radioman. 

   After graduation and two 

weeks leave back in Ozark 

County, I was assigned to the 

USS Tracy.  We were sent to 

Guadalcanal. The Marines 

stationed there were outnum-

bered by the Japanese, and 

the airport was vulnerable. 

We patrolled the area for 

months on anti-submarine 

patrol and had several skir-

mishes with the Japanese. 

We came out on top. 

   Then we had our greatest 

test against the Japanese Na-

vy in the Battle of the Coral 

Sea. It was fought at night, 

and the sky lit up with ex-

ploding shells making it 

brighter than it was in day-

light. I wondered if either 

side could tell if they were 

shooting at friend or foe. 

   After a long battle, we 

came out on top. The Japa-

nese Navy never recovered. 

Another sea battle at Midway 

Island later left our Navy 

supreme in the Pacific. 

   Later, while patrolling near 

the Philippines, some Japa-

nese ships were hiding in a 

cove and came out to attack 

us. The Air Corps was called 

in, and they destroyed those 

(Continued on page 15) 
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   Editor’s Note:  Inell McMillon helped secure the new 

tombstone for John Hutchison’s grave in 2001.  A story 

about John Hutchison by Dean Wallace appeared in The 

Old Mill Run in January 2001. Wallace explained that 

various stories had been told about Missouri’s last Civil 

War veteran.  This story adds still more information him. 

 

By Inell McMillon 

   John Hutchison’s grave in the Isabella Cemetery is 

clearly marked by an historic marker and a black tomb-

stone with the drawing of a Civil War soldier against the 

outline of the state of Missouri. In March 1951, the Mis-

souri Senate had extended greetings to Hutchison on turn-

ing 105 and declared him the “sole Missouri survivor of 

the Civil War.”  Hutchison died on March 18, 1951, just 

four days after his birthday. 

John Hutchison’s Family 

   According to Goodspeed’s A Reminiscent History of 

the Ozark Region published in 1894, John’s parents, Jer-

emiah and Susan King Hutchison, followed the path of 

many early settlers to the Missouri Ozarks.  Both parents 

were born in Virginia, but, shortly after 

their marriage, they moved to Grainger 

County, Tenn.  While there, Jeremiah 

and Susan had four children:  Temple-

man (Tempy) J., Perryman (Perry), 

Matilda and John.  In 1854, the family 

moved by wagon first to Van Buren 

County, Ark., finally settling on a farm 

on Pond Fork Creek in Ozark County, Mo.   

   The family has not been located in the 1860 census, but 

Ozark County marriage records show that Templeton [sic] 

Hutchison married Sarah Hutchison Sept. 7, 1865. Good-

speed said her name was Elizabeth and that she was the 

daughter of Noel and Lucy Hutchison, natives of Virgin-

ia, who had also moved to Ozark County before the Civil 

War.   

   John Hutchison married Eliza Watson in Ozark 

County on July 23, 1868. John and Eliza are said to 

have had two children: Bammie and Templeton.  Nothing 

is known about what happened to Eliza.  John’s second 

wife was Mary.  John and Mary had nine children.   

   Accounts vary about when Jeremiah Hutchison died. 

Goodspeed reported that Templeman Hutchison’s father 

died when he was a “small lad.” Goodspeed said Temple-

man was born May 27, 1828, making him more than 20 

years older than John.  Dorothy Bayless, a  Hutchison 

descendant from  Tulsa, Okla.,  said Jeremiah died in 

Tennessee, and Susan remarried a man named Asberry.  

Mrs. Bayless said John was actually Asberry’s son, alt-

hough he used the name Hutchison when he enlisted in 

the Army. 

   The various spelling of names make a census 

search difficult for Hutchison or Asberry.  This arti-

cles uses the various spellings and ages as they were 

found. In the 1870 census for Jasper Township, Ozark 

County, Susan Asbery, age 70, lives next to T. J. 

Hutchison and his wife, Eliza. John Hutchison and his 

wife, Eliza, are close by.   

   In the 1880 census for Jasper Township, Susan As-

bery, age 75, lives next to Templeman, and John Asber-

ry and his wife, Mary, live two houses away.  A Survey 

of Ozark County Cemeteries reported Susan 

Hutchison’s tombstone inscription, “Hutchison, Susana, 

wife of Asbary, July 12, 1899.” 

   Mrs. Bayless said Asberry did not come to the 

Ozarks, and Templeman became the head of the family.  

By 1894 the Hutchison farm was “one of the best farms 

on the creek.”  Goodspeed reported Susan Hutchison to 

be nearly 100 years old in 1894, an indicator of the lon-

gevity her son was to enjoy as well. 

   A S. C. Turnbo Civil War 

story, “A Bereaved Wife Hauls 

the Dead Body of Her Hus-

band to the Grave Yard,” also 

indicates both Susan and son 

John were known by the name 

Asberry. 

   In Turnbo’s account, Annie 

Moriah Young, the daughter of Jerry Hutchison, said 

one day during the war, her husband was out looking 

for his oxen so he could plow. A band of armed men 

rode up and demanded to know where her husband, Na-

than Young, was. Mrs. Young refused to tell them.  The 

men said she would not see him alive again. Jerry 

Young, son of Nathan, was playing in the yard with 

John Asberry and Charley Davis.  

   The band of men threatened to kill the boys if they 

did not tell where Nathan was. So the boys pointed the 

direction. Gun fire was heard. Mrs. Young and the chil-

dren went to look for the body but didn’t find him. The 

next day, “old aunt Suky Asberry” and Tilda Pitts and 

Mrs. Young looked again and found his body.    

   John’s other brother, Perry went west in 1857 and 

never came back.  His four children were raised by 

Templeman and Elizabeth after their mother died.  Ma-

tilda, John’s sister, was married to William H. 

Hutchison who died serving for the Union during the 

(Continued on page 8) 

More details about  

John Hutchison, Missouri’s last Civil War Veteran  

   Was John Hutchison the John As-

berry S. C. Turnbo wrote about in  

“A Bereaved Wife Hauls the  Dead 

Body of her Husband to the Grave 

Yard”?  
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John Hutchison 

War today is not better or worse than in 1864 

 

Civil War.  It is not known if William’s 

family was related to John’s family.  

Matilda was deceased by 1894. 

    

The Civil War 

 

   In 1860, Ozark County’s population 

was 2,447 free inhabitants and 43 

slaves.  Unfortunately, the county’s lo-

cation on the border between Missouri 

and Arkansas put it directly in the line 

of fire between the Union and Confeder-

acy from the first shot fired at Fort Sum-

ter on April 12, 1861.  The Civil War 

and the vigilante terrorism pitted family 

against family in Ozark and the sur-

rounding counties for generations.  

Templeman Hutchison served in the 

Home Guard, Co. F of the 25th Missouri 

Infantry, the 73rd East Missouri Militia, 

and finally in November, 1864, he 

joined Co. B, 16th Missouri Calvary un-

der Capt. James H. Sallee. 

   In September 1864, John Hutchison 

joined Company I, 46th Missouri Infan-

try.  John lied about his age saying he 

was 18. Noel N. Hutchison, Templeman’s father-in-law, 

served in the same company as John. 

   About a year before he died, a Springfield newspa-

per interviewed John about his Civil War experiences.  

He said he vowed to join the fighting after seeing three 

Confederate soldiers kill his uncle in the field near their 

home. This seems to support Mrs. Bayless’s theory that 

John Asberry was John Hutchison in the Turnbo story. 

“Old Aunt Suky Asberry” referred to was probably John’s 

mother, Susan.  

   Of the guerrillas roaming the country side, John said, 

“They were a bunch of cut-throats who took anything 

they could lay their hands on by stealing and murder… 

They camped in those White River hills, and believe me 

they raised plenty of cain.”  

   The 46th Missouri Volunteers were in a position to 

“raise some cain” themselves.  They were mustered into 

service in September 1864, and the first units were orga-

nized in December with Company H under Moses L. 

Alsup and Company I under William J. Piland.  Compa-

nies H and I had special orders to defend the border be-

tween Missouri and Arkansas and take all property con-

fiscated from the Confederates as their own.  John said 

(Continued from page 7) the orders given to his captain 

were “to take us down there 

and for us to kill every man we 

found and burn every house 

within 10 miles of the line.  

Well now, of course, we didn’t 

do that.” 

   One incident that Mr. 

Hutchison often described as a 

“funny scrap” involved a pris-

oner taken by a patrol one 

night.  The man told them the 

location of 200 Confederates 

who were camped near a big 

frame house just over the hill.  

Their captain ordered the Fed-

eral troops to advance the next 

morning, telling them, “If’arry 

a man breaks and don’t go 

forward, kill him right in his 

tracks.”  The Federal troops 

charged the house but found 

the Confederate soldiers had 

fled.  “There was a woman in 

the house who ‘came out yell-

in’ for Jeff Davis.  She said, 

‘You damned blue-bellied 

Yankees.’  One of the fellows went up to her and drew his 

pistol.  ‘If you holler that again,’ he said, ‘I’ll bust you 

over the head with this.’  The woman continued cursing 

them until they were out of sight.    

   John Hutchison served eight months, and was dis-

charged, along with his brother Tempy, in May 1865 at 

Springfield, Mo.  Once asked to compare modern warfare 

with the Civil War, he replied, “I hear the youngsters talk 

about their problems with shrapnel and these new-fangled 

weapons, but we had just as much trouble with cannon 

and muskets.  The trouble with those old single ball mus-

kets-a man was just as well off in front of them as behind 

them.  You never knew which way they were going to 

shoot. 

   “War today is not any worse or better than it was 

back in 1864.  It’s all bad.  You wade in mud and wa-

ter up to your neck and then, after it’s all over, you don’t 

know why you went.”  

   After his military service, John Hutchison returned to 

civilian life in Ozark County and farmed near Gainesville.   

His second wife, Mary, died on Christmas Day 1915 in 

Ava, Mo., where the family had moved.  She is buried 

(Continued on page 9) 

Above: This historical marker declaring 

Hutchison Missouri’s last Civil War survivor 

is at the Isabella Cemetery.  Photo courtesy 

of Inell McMillon.  
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end of his life. When asked the secret to his 

long life, John replied, “Don’t ever worry, 

and lead a peaceful life.” 

   Throughout his life, he attended en-

campments of the Grand Army of the Re-

public, and was there for the last encamp-

ment of both armies held at the battlefield 

in Gettysburg, Pa., in 1940.  He cor re-

sponded with other Civil War veterans pic-

tured with him in Life magazine in May, 

1949. There were only 30 Civil War veterans 

left in the country after John’s death. 

   The last bugle call for the 46th Missouri 

Volunteer Infantry Regiment was sounded on 

March 18, 1951.  John was buried with full military hon-

ors on a warm spring day in March 24, 1951.  The funeral 

was in Ava with burial in Isabella.  The military services 

were conducted by the Gainesville and Cabool VFW and 

the Ava chapter of the American Legion.  It seems fitting 

that he was buried not far from the farm on Pond Fork 

Creek where his family settled and near the border where 

he fought.  

   In 2001 a new tombstone was placed on John’s grave 

with the drawing of a Civil War soldier done by Mike 

Thorson who specializes in military artwork.  His atten-

tion to detail and authenticity is highly regarded by ex-

perts and scholars.  Thorson donated the use of his draw-

ing.  The stone was etched by Chaney Monument of 

Gainesville where a moustache was added to the Thorson 

drawing.  As it turns out, that was very appropriate since 

Bessy Chisam, John’s great-niece, said, “It looks like 

him. He had a moustache.” 

( 

near John in the Isabella 

Cemetery.  Their daughter Ethel is buried between them.  

Another daughter, Ruby, is buried on the other side of her 

mother.  At the time of John’s death the newspapers re-

ported that he had outlived two wives and four of his 11 

children.  His children who survived after his death were:  

Gertrude Chandler, Bristow, Okla.; Docia Holdway, 

Stroud, Okla.; Dora McCullough, Orcutt, Calif.; Cora 

Dunn, Bakersfield, Calif.;  Virgil, Newport, Ark.; and 

Fred and Homer E., Ava.   Fred and Homer and their 

wives are also buried in Isabella Cemetery.  One of his 

descendents, William Harold Hutchison of Ava, was ac-

tive in getting the new tombstone for John’s grave. 

   After his wife, Mary, died, John moved several times to 

be near some of his children. He died in Oklahoma in 

1951. Although he had not lived in Ozark County for 

many years, he still regarded it as home. 

   John Hutchison remained alert and mobile almost to the 

(Continued from page 8) 

 

Right: Mike Thorson 

did the drawings for 

John Hutchison’s new 

tombstone which was 

erected at the Isabella 

Cemetery in 2001. 

Photo courtesy of Inell 

McMillon  

Pilant Query  
 
  My great great great  grandfather, John R. Pilant, is buried in the Norris-Piland Cemetery in Ozark County, with his 

second wife, Elizabeth Wilcox (after his death, she married John Fry). 

Would any one know if there is a connection from my John R. Pilant to the Piland family? I have found many spellings 

Pilant/Piland/Pylant/Pyland/Peyland/Pilaut. 

   There are varied reasons for the name changes. His daughter, my great great grandmother, Nancy E. Pilant (from the 

first marriage to Mahala Paynter) married  Thomas Jefferson Stout,  and they ended up  in Taney County, near Taney-

ville.  Marilyn France. Email: mfrance@getgoin.net. 
 

New Books on the Delps and Deans 
 
  Two new books by Laura L. Moncrief about the Delps and Deans of Ozark County, Mo., are  available for sale on Lu-

lu.com. They are: 

Delph: Some Descendants of Peter Delph of Grayson County, Virginia (1751-1837).  This hardcover book of 431 pages 

includes descendants of William and Roxalana (Tignor) Delp who lived and died in Ozark County, James H. Delp and 

Sarah Jane Kyle, Daniel Delp, Jr. and Mary Ann Kyle, Roxalana Delp and William Madison Kyle, Sarah Delp and 

James Asbury Kyle. There are 90 pages of documents and photographs and a complete name index ($40.72 plus mail-

ing). 

Dean & Penix (hardcover book 181 pages) includes the ancestors of the children of Henley Miller Dean who settled in 

Ozark County,—Mary Dean wife of Newton Delp, Elona Dean wife of Abijah Delp, Elizabeth Dean wife of William  

Fate Delp and their kin. Over 50 pages of documents and photographs and complete name index ($26.89 plus mailing). 
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 Part II 

Drafted before Pearl Harbor, serving until war’s end  

By Mary Ruth Luna Sparks  

 

   Part II of three parts about a group of Ozark County 

men who began their Army duties six months before Pearl 

Harbor and served together until the end of WWII or until 

they were parted by illness or death.  

   Virgil Garrison, 92, who lives in Chico., Calif., first told 

me about this group of men when I asked him about my 

uncle, Audie Luna. From reading back issues of the Ozark 

County Times, two names have been added to Part II: 

Hubey Hall  and Travis Bushong. Hall lived near Dora 

but graduated from Bakersfield High School. Bushong 

graduated from Dora High School.  

      

   Bodies of dead Japanese and Allied soldiers still 

strewed the beaches on nearby islands as ships carry-

ing the 6th Infantry Division worked their way to the inner 

harbor at Milne Bay, New Guinea, in January 1944.   

   Australian and American forces had been fighting the 

Japanese in this area for a year before the 6th arrived. 

   It was an ominous welcome to the Ozark County men, 

inducted in June 1941. They would get a taste of combat 

soon.  

 

   When they docked in Hawaii, about four months 

earlier, “Aloha Oe” was playing, and each man was 

given a lei of flowers.  

   They had trained with the 6th Infantry Division for two 

and a half years before landing in New Guinea.  Eight 

Ozark County men had passed their physical on June 3, 

1941, and been inducted into the Army at Fort Leaven-

worth the next day. The Ozark County Times said they 

were: Travis Ira Bushong, Albert Byrd, George Russell 

Deatherage, David Lowell Frazier, Virgil Garrison,  Hu-

bey Hall, Audie Ray Luna  and Henry Franklin Taber.  In 

addition, Clifford Warrick joined them June 17, 1941.   

   There were three infantry regiments in the 6th Infantry 

Division.  Bushong and Warrick 

served with the 1st Infantry Regi-

ment. The rest served in various 

companies of the 20th Infantry, 

the majority of them serving in C 

Company when they first arrived 

at Fort Wood. The third infantry 

regiment was the 63rd.  

   Most of the Ozark County men had been home on leave 

from the Louisiana Maneuvers of 1941 when they learned 

about the attack on Pearl Harbor.  

   They trained almost another year at Fort Wood taking 

part in the Tennessee Maneuvers in 1942. In November 

1942, they were sent to the California and Arizona border 

for desert training. The men expected to be sent from 

there to North Africa.  But the Allies won quickly in 

North Africa. The Army seemed to have trouble deciding 

where the 6th would fight.  

   In March 1943, they were sent to Camp San Luis 

Obispo, Calif, for jungle training, except there was no 

jungle at San Luis Obispo. The men were alerted in May 

they would be shipped overseas soon.  

   Most went home on furlough to see their families, wives 

and sweethearts before they shipped out. Frazier married 

Freeda Brooks in Ozark County in June 1943. Garrison 

married Alma Lee and Warrick married Dessie Terry in 

1942. 

   In September 1943, they sailed from San Francisco har-

bor on a Dutch ship, the Slauterdyke. They were not told 

where they were going.  Garrison said there were about 

5,000 soldiers on the ship, most of whom got sea sick.   

   The official history, The 6th Infantry Division in World 

War II 1939 – 1945, reports Hawaii was a good place for 

jungle training, amphibious landings and good recreation. 

   If any of the Ozark County men enjoyed their time 

on Oahu, the island paradise, their relatives don’t re-

member hearing about it.  

   Luna wrote home that he saw more of it than he cared to 

see. It wasn’t like the pictures, he wrote. Hubey Hall told 

his son Randy they had to walk around the entire island. 

Vernon Kahl, an Iowa man who served with the 20th In-

fantry, said the last training in Hawaii was a three-day 90 

mile march with a full pack. Kahl said it rained the entire 

time.  

   The official history notes there were no leis and no 

music playing when the 6th sailed from Hawaii in Jan-

uary 1944.   
 

   If Hawaii was not picture perfect as the Ozark County 

men expected, New Guinea exceeded their nightmares.  

   Their first fight was with the jungle.  The jungle’s most 

potent weapons were disease carrying insects.  Jesse 

Hayes, a friend of Hubey Hall, who fought with the 20th, 

said the mosquitoes in New Guinea were as big as spar-

rows.  

   The G. I.’s temporarily won their fight to quell the un-

(Continued on page 11) 

Right: Hubey Hall from Dora 

who served in C Co., 20th Infan-

try. Unsure of where the picture 

was made. Picture courtesy of 

Rose Hall Olsen. 
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believable tangles 

of vegetation that 

usually grew back 

over night.  They 

managed to hack 

space for a camp and felled coconut trees to 

build a road across a swamp. The 6th offi-

cial history says one small section of the 

road took more than 20,000 coconut logs 

for a road base. 

   After a hard day of work, the men 

bathed in water clear as Ozark County 

streams, only it was salt water . The sol-

diers had to be on guard against coral, 

sharks and crocodiles. Kahl wrote the men 

kept their clothes clean by swimming in the 

ocean.  

   The natives of New Guinea probably 

made most Ozark County men gape. Nei-

ther the native men nor women wore cloth-

ing above their waist.  

   Jeff Frazier, Lowell’s brother, said Low-

ell had pictures of a native woman nursing 

an infant at one breast and a pig at the oth-

er. Jeff also remembers seeing a picture of a 

native chief carrying a shrunken human 

head on a big spear.   

 

   MacArthur and his staff, aided by the cap-

ture and deciphering of Japanese code books, had worked 

out a plan to leap-frog across northern New Guinea, by-

passing areas known to have strong Japanese defenses. 

One area that could not be bypassed was Maffin Bay. The 

Japanese had an airfield and a supply base there.  

    The 20th Infantry received its baptism of fire on 

June 20, 1944, leading the assault to take the high 

ground called Lone Tree Hill above Maffin Bay.  The 

1st Infantry and 63rd Infantry Regiments supported them 

on either side.  

   “A Brief History of the 6th Infantry Division” by Thom-

as E. Price said that one battalion of the 20th was sur-

rounded on top of the hill. Their supply line was cut; they 

were short of ammunition and water; they had no way to 

evacuate the wounded; they could not dig fox holes in the 

coral surface on top of the hill. 

   When the other 20th battalions tried to rescue their com-

rades, Japanese soldiers, disguised with U. S. uniforms  

and weapons taken from dead soldiers, attacked them. 

“Americans taken prisoners were tied to trees and used 

for bayonet practice,” Price wrote.  

   After four desperate days of fighting on Lone Tree Hill, 

the infantry regiments of the 6th secured the hill.   

   “The battle-experienced survivors of Lone Tree Hill 

were unalterably changed,” Price wrote. The battle at 

Maffin Bay was a harsh teacher. 

   Historians say it was the 10 bloodiest 

days of the New Guinea Campaign.   

 

   Hardy Frazier, Lowell’s Dad, was 

carrying the mail in the Noble area 

the day the telegram came for Russell 

Deatherage’s mother.  Hardy had two 

sons serving in the Army. Lowell’s 

brother, Lee, was in the European thea-

ter.  

   Fearing the telegram carried bad news, 

Hardy waited for Mrs. Deatherage to 

read the telegram. Some of Russell’s 

siblings were working outside. Mrs. 

Deatherage wanted them to come in be-

fore she opened the telegram.   

   The exact words and date have been 

lost.   

   The Ozark County Times reported 

on July 29, 1944, that two Ozark 

County men were killed on June 22, 

1944.  Russell Deatherage, 25, was 

killed in action at Maffin, New Guinea.  

Guy Johnston of Elijah, 26, was be-

lieved to have died on Saipan Island. 

   Jeff Frazier, Lowell’s brother, said 

Deatherage and his unit were pinned 

down by a machine gun.  Deatherage 

said, “I am going to see where it is.”  He 

stood up, and a bullet hit him in the forehead.   

   “It was the story given to the family,” Jeff said. He is 

not sure if his brother witnessed Deatherage’s death or 

not.   

   Henry Taber was wounded in 

action June 23, 1944, according to 

“Red Cross News” in the Ozark 

County Times Sept. 14, 1944. He 

was awarded a Purple Heart but 

was able to return to his unit.  

 

   The fighting went on. Kahl 

wrote in his book, Becoming Sgt. 

Kahl. Lingering Memories of a 

WWII Infantryman, it was even 

tougher after Maffin Bay because 

it rained relentlessly.  “All of our [fox] holes got full of 

water,” he wrote. “We had to sleep in them anyway.  . . . 

This happened for three weeks.  We never had our clothes 

off. We never had our boots off.”  

   Hall’s friend, Hayes, wounded on nearby Wadke Island, 

(Continued on page 12) 

 

Left: 6th Infantry Division Patch 

Above: Russell Deatherage with 

Freeda Brooks on a picnic. Freeda 

married Lowell Frazier. Russell 

once dated Russell’s sister, Vergie 

Frazier Simpson. They were all 

good friends. Photo courtesy of 

Vergie Frazier Simpson.  

Purple Heart Medal 
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said he rarely talked about his war experiences.  “No one 

would believe the stories anyway,” he said.  

 
   Luna sent a long poem to the Ozark County Times 

about the 20th Infantry’s fight at Maffin Bay.  It r an 

on Aug. 12, 1944. Russell Deatherage is not mentioned, 

but the poem ends this way: 

 
   “Let me tell you, your son died a man 

   The way he has lived since his training began. 

   So rest in peace till we meet on that shore 

   Where weapons of war are heard no more.”   

 
   The first night he could hear enemy gun fire in Maffin 

Bay, Kahl said he was “scared and jittery.  I never got 

over being scared and jittery the rest of the time.”  

   Luna wrote an aunt in July 1944, “Combat is sure a 

rough go. Have 

had a few close 

calls. The worst 

is getting 

scared.”  He 

added they 

were getting 

some rest, “if 

you can call it 

that. Only get 

about four 

hours sleep 

each night and 

cut brush 

through the 

day. . . .”  

   
   Illness took 

its toll on the 

Ozark County 

men. 

   Albert Byrd’s 

discharge pa-

pers say he had 

an onset of jungle rot in April 1944. He continued with 

the unit until February 1945. 

   Clifford Warrick, wrote the Ozark County Times, he 

had been hospitalized since mid July 1944.  He left New 

Guinea Aug. 17, 1944, and was sent to a hospital in Tope-

ka, Kans.  He asked his friends to write him there. War-

rick, born in January 1914, was the oldest of the Ozark 

County men. At 6f eet 5 3/4 inches tall, he was also the 

(Continued from page 11) 
tallest of the Ozark County men.  

   At the end of July, the 6th in another leap frog, made an 

amphibious landing at Sansapor, on the western end of 

Dutch New Guinea. There, the real battle, according to 

the official history of the division, was against a tiny red 

mite that carried scrub ty-

phus. The first case was diag-

nosed Aug. 8.  

   Hubey Hall’s mother also 

received a telegram. Hubey 

was critically ill and not ex-

pected to live. Hall was one 

of 1,800 cases of typhus fe-

ver treated by 6th Division 

medics. 

   Years later, Hall told his 

friend, Hayes, that he was to 

lead a patrol that night. He 

was not feeling well so he lay 

down to rest. He didn’t wake 

up for weeks. Hall told Hayes 

the men who went on the 

patrol that night without him 

did not return. Typhus fever 

probably saved his life 

   It was several weeks before 

Hall’s family knew he had 

survived. He was shipped home on Sept. 24, 1944.  He 

had to spend several weeks in the hospital before return-

ing to duty state side.  

   The jungle claimed more Ozark County men than the 

Japanese. 

 
   The remaining six Ozark County men who had been 

inducted into the Army in June 1941 were part of 

MacArthur’s large invasion force when he returned to 

the Philippines in January 1945.  

   The 6th headed for Lingayen Gulf off Luzon and the 

greatest amphibious assault landing yet attempted in the 

Pacific. 

   Vernon Kahl, who served in C Company, wrote, as they 

neared their destination Japanese planes zeroed in on the 

ship carrying their Headquarters contingent. The bombs 

missed the boat, but . . . “ one plane made a big circle and 

dove his plane into a gun position on the flag ship. 

    “This kamikaze pilot killed seven boys on that gun po-

sition. . . Another plane flew just above the water and 

weaved between the ships. He knew we couldn’t fire at 

(Continued on page 13) 

Audie Luna:  

‘Combat sure is a rough go. The worst is getting scared,’ 

Below:  Albert Byrd and Reba Hardcastle 

outside Beano’s Café in Ava when they were 

“just friends.” They were married in 1975.  

Photo courtesy of Reba Byrd. Above: Hubey Hall back 

home in Dora at Christmas 

1944. Photo courtesy of  

Sedalia Hall.  
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him at a lower level because we 

could hit another ship. When the 

pilot got on the outside, where 

the destroyers were, he took off 

up in the air. We saw a puff of 

smoke, so I guess he didn’t 

quite make it. “ 

 
   Ozark County native Seaman 1st Class Doyn Upton 

watched the invasion from the USS Lunga Point, an 

aircraft carrier.  In a letter  he wrote his parents that 

appeared in the Ozark County Times Feb. 22, 1945, he 

described another close call.  

   “It was just before we reached Lingayen Gulf . . . A Jap 

bomber ‘peeled off’ at 7,000 feet and started for us.. . . as 

that plane came down, you can well imagine how rapidly 

it grew in size as it approached us. Our guns were blazing 

away. . . he failed to ‘lay his eggs’ and crashed into the 

water just astern of us and exploded.” 

 
   Upton continued:  

     “It was a Lunga Point plane that gave the signal over 

the beach for the warships in Lingayen Gulf to lift their 

gunfire and for the invasion forces to head for the beach 

where they landed at 0930 on S Day. We surely had a first

-hand picture of it all. The night before the invasion, the 

troop convoy passed us, it being the largest in history and 

70 miles long according to the Associated Press news re-

lease. It was a sight to behold. . . It was just like watching 

a big parade pass in review. . .  

   “At 0330 on 9th of January, the first wave of troops hit 

the beach, with practically no opposition which means the 

withering gunfire of our ships and the bombing of our 

planes had made the Nips beat a hasty retreat, and we es-

tablished a beach head 15 miles long. . . We put on the 

beach thousands of troops and vehicles the first 24 hours. 

. . . 

   “Our Captain has kept us all well-posted on develop-

ments. . . not only the naval strategy but also the Army 

strategy, so we will certainly be in a position to tell our 

grandchildren about the ‘Battle of the Philippines.’. . . 

Attendance at Divine Services has materially increased 

since that Jap bomber gave us that scare. “  

 
   The landing was anti-climatic. The men walked across 

more “open ground” in one day than they had seen in the 

entire year they were in New Guinea. Children shouted 

“Veectory.”  Pretty women dressed in western clothes 

smiled. Civilization!   

   But the Japanese were there, and the 6th Division battled 

them until the war ended Aug. 15, 1945.  

 
   The 63rd Infantry had been held in reserve at first at Lin-

(Continued from page 12) gayen. The 43rd Division on the left 

of the 6th soon encountered heavy 

opposition, and the 63rd had to help.   

   With the 63rd was Ozark Countian 

Elza Hillhouse.  He was not one of 

the original men drafted in June 

1941, but he died on Luzon Jan. 17, 

1945, in what was called the Purple 

Heart Valley Campaign.  

   A letter he wrote to Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hillhouse from 

New Guinea appeared in the Ozark County Times Feb. 

22, 1945. It mainly asked questions about how things 

were at home. “I hope to be home—after we whip those 

Japs, and I hope that will be soon,” he wrote.  

   The only mention of his death that has been located in 

the Ozark County Times is with a poem that ran March 8, 

1945, “In memory of our darling brother, Elza Hillhouse, 

who was killed in action on Luzon Island Jan. 17, 1945.” 

The poem was signed by Ray and Frank Hillhouse.  

       
   In the Battle of Munoz, early in February 1945, the 

6th Division knocked out the largest concentration of 

Japanese tanks encountered anywhere in the war, 

Price wrote. The tanks were partially buried, so U. S. in-

telligence had not been able to spot them.  

   Kahl, who observed it all, wrote, “We just happened to 

run into them (tanks). . . so it was an uneven battle of 

tanks versus infantry.”  When the 6th tanks came up, they 

were not of much use since they provided larger targets  

for the hidden Japanese armor. “We fought there against 

these tanks for six days,” Kahl said.  

   Finally, in a counter-offensive, the Japanese tanks made 

an attempt to escape on a path they thought offered the 

least resistance. A roadblock had been set up by artillery 

battalions, and the U. S. captured or destroyed 56 Japa-

nese tanks.  

 
   Audie Luna wrote a couple of letters home soon after 

the Munoz victory. In a letter Feb. 9, he wrote, “I guess 

there isn’t any thing wrong as far as I know. Have been 

scared plenty of times the past couple weeks but that has 

gone by now, and I am wondering what the next couple 

weeks will bring. Couldn’t be any worse than what I have 

already seen. We had one battle that I never will forget as 

long as I live. So much for that.”  

   On Feb. 11, he wrote, “Might give you a few details of 

the past battle. I got to see the air corps do their work at a 

close range for the first time. I had a swell fox hole. . .”  

The rest of his description was censored.   

 

   Albert Byrd became too ill to serve and was shipped 

home Feb. 28, 1945. His discharge papers say his temper-

ature was 106. He was at a hospital in Fort Castle, Mich., 

(Continued on page 14) 

Seaman Doyn Upton: 

Attendance at divine service 

has materially increased  

since that Jap bomber gave 

us that scare.  
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for a long time. He was discharged in September 1945.  

 

   On March 17, 1945, Audie Luna was wounded. He 

died on March 20. In combat, Luna and Gar r ison had 

both served with Headquarters Co. Garrison said Luna 

was with the weapons platoon, and he was with the ammo 

platoon. So Garrison was not there when Luna was 

wounded, but he heard about it.  

   Mearle and Stella Luna, years ago, said that Virgil Gar-

rison wrote his father, Tommy Garrison, that Audie had 

been wounded.  Stella Luna and Tommy Garrison were 

cousins.  

   Tommy Garrison drove into Gainesville to get word 

to Luna’s family. 

   Mearle Luna wrote Audie Luna a letter on April 7, 

1945. It was a letter that was returned, marked 

“Deceased.”   

   “Garrison’s Dad tells us you have been injured. He said 

a piece of shrapnel hit you in the neck, but he thought you 

were coming along all right. . . You must write me about 

it when you are able.”     

    

 

Ozark County Times,  

April 12, 1945 

Pvt Audie Ray Luna Reported Dead  

   Word came to the parents of Audie Ray Luna that he 

was wounded in the Philippines on March 17th. Later, 

they were informed that he had died of those wounds 

soon afterwards. Since that time, his mother, Mrs. Cleo 

Luna, received a letter from his Sergeant which reads as 

follows: 

Dear Mrs. Luna: 

   Enclosed you will find a money order that a few of us 

boys owed him money. We are sorry that it happened for 

we all loved Luna very much. He was a good companion 

and a lot of fun, but that is that. Cannot be helped. I could 

say a lot more about him, but that is all now. 

Sgt. Paul Deacoutea 

 

   Four days after Luna’s death, Garrison sealed an 

enemy cave, at great personal risk.  
 

   “What medals did you earn?” the interviewer, asked  the 

92- year-old veteran, Virgil Garrison, in the fall of 2007 

on the telephone.  She had heard about this man since she 

was a child. He lived in Chico, Calif., now, and she was 

awed to finally be talking to him. “What a lousy ques-

tion,” she was thinking, mentally kicking herself, but she  

(Continued from page 13) 
gave him time to answer.  

   “The Good Conduct Award,” he said first.   

   Hesitantly, almost faltering, he added, “The Silver 

Star. Well, they called it the Silver Star .  For gallant-

ry,” he said.  

  

   The story she had been told as a child was that Garrison 

had avenged her un-

cle’s death.  

   “I was a demolition 

guy,” he said. “I 

would drop it in 

caves.” He said he 

dropped 144 lbs. of 

satchel charges in a 

ventilation hole that 

sealed a Japanese 

cave.  “Seven men 

flew out the front,” he 

remembered. “My 

lieutenant was going 

to inspect and asked if 

I wanted to go,” Gar-

rison said. “I told him 

I didn’t care for it.”    

 

Ozark County Times,    

May 31, 1945 

Pfc. Virgil F. Garri-

son 

Awarded Silver Star 

 

   A Silver Star was awarded by the Commanding Gen-

eral, 6th Inf. Div. to . . . Pfc. Virgil F. Garrison, U.S. Ar-

my, For gallantry in action against the enemy in the vicin-

ity of Mount Baytangan, Luzon, Philippine Islands on 24 

March 1945. Pfc. Garr ison was a member  of a demoli-

tion team which was sent forward with the leading ele-

ments of an infantry battalion to seal enemy occupied 

caves which were interrupting an advance. Pfc. Garrison 

crawled toward these caves under heavy rifle and auto-

matic weapons fire to place satchel demolition charges in 

the openings, thereby sealing them and killing 30 of the 

enemy. By the destruction of these strong points, the in-

fantry battalion was able to reach its objective with a min-

imum number of casualties. Pfc. Garrison’s courageous 

devotion to duty is deserving of highest praise. 

   His wife, Mrs. Alma Garrison, lives at Lutie, Mo.   
 

   After sealing the cave, Garrison wrote a letter to the 

(Continued on page 15) 

‘What medals did you earn? ’ she asked 

Hesitantly, he said, ‘The Silver Star . . . For Gallantry’ 

Above:  Virgil Garrison and  Audie 

Luna at Fort Leonard Wood.  Photo 

courtesy of Vernon Garrison  
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Ozark County Times  which was published April 19, 1945, 

more than a month before the announcement of his Silver 

Star.   
 

Somewhere in the Philippines 

Dear Editor: 

   My memory goes back to the death of Audie Ray Luna 

who was wounded in the Battle of the Philippines on 

March 17, 1945, and later died from the wound. 

   Audie was a fine type of Ozark youth who have been 

called to service for our beloved country. He was brave, 

intelligent, friendly and patriotic. In his veins flowed the 

blood of many soldiers who have offered their lives as a 

living sacrifice for the cause of liberty since the days of 

the Revolutionary war. . . He was a splendid specimen of 

the many Ozarkians whose deeds of heroism crown the 

battle fields in foreign lands. 

   “In midst of the battle in the roar of the conflict, he 

found the serenity of death. He sleeps on a Philippine isle 

under a cluster of palm trees near the margin of the great 

Pacific ocean where the husky voiced waves alone break 

the silence of the grave.” 

   In memory of Audie, we shall renew our devotion to the 

cause for which he died. In memory of his death, we shall 

offer to the God of liberty our prayers for all who have 

(Continued from page 14) enlisted under the starry flag of the U. S. And these pray-

ers shall be the golden winged guardian angels that will 

be with them on the weary march on the battlefront, will 

stand guard with them under the quiet stars and in the 

hospital of pain.  

   In memory of him, we shall comfort and assist the par-

ents and loved ones of the boys who have gone to war. . . 

The pioneer came to the Ozarks years ago to build homes, 

free schools and to build on the foundation of the Book 

and Volume of His word, the temple of liberty and Chris-

tian civilization and their children are mindful of these 

things and have become foremost in industry progress and 

patriotism. 

Virgil F. Garrison 

 

(To Be Continued)  

 

 

   Part III, the conclusion of this story, next time will in-

clude the end of the war and information about what hap-

pened to the Ozark County men after war’s end.  

 

More of Ozark County’s Greatest Generation  

(Continued from page 6) 

ships with no loss to our 

ships. 

   While in the South Pacific, 

I also spent time at Auck-

land, New Zealand, while 

some repairs were made. 

Later, I transferred to the 

aircraft carrier,  Nehenta 

Bay, and we made a trip to 

the Aleutian Islands and then 

back home to go to China 

with supplies for the Kai 

Check forces who were at 

war with the Communists. 

The Communists over ran 

the country before we ar-

rived, and we were directed 

to return home with the car-

go. 

   I spent 18 months on shore 

duty at Point Loma Radio 

station at San Diego and was 

discharged in 1946 and re-

turned to Missouri. 

   In 1944, I married Vera 

Jones (1927 – 2001), daugh-

ter of Charles and Clemmie 

(Continued from page 6) Jones. We had three sons, 

Ronald, Randall and Re-

ginald. I have three brothers 

and two of them served their 

country. Bervil in WWII and 

Ted during the Korean War. 

Neither had to serve outside 

of the U. S. 

   My other brother, 

Dean, was exam-

ined three times 

and rejected each 

time for an irregu-

lar heart beat. He 

and I have the same 

birth date. 
 

Frank  Stevens 
 

   Frank “Skeeter” Stevens 

was inducted into the Army 

Air Corps at Fort Sam Hou-

ston, Texas, Oct. 30, 1943. 

He received advanced gun-

nery training at Davis-

Monthon Air Base and 

shipped out to Europe with 

his 10-man crew on the Ile de 

France. It was the only one of 

three ships leaving at    ( cont. 

on pg. 16)                     make it to 

(Continued on page 16) 

Right: “Skeeter” 

Stevens was a 

tail gunner on a 

B-24 Liberator.  

   Skeeter is the 

second from left 

in the front row.  

His 10-man crew 

sailed for Europe 

on the Ile de 

France. 
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May 2008 

Times Past: May 1883 Flood, Ozark County News  

    In the May 17, 1883, issue, of the Ozark County News,  

Publisher Conklin spent several paragraphs describing a 

major storm which happened on the afternoon of May 16, 

1883.  What follows is the list of damage, mainly on Lick 

Creek  he reported in that issue: 

   As far up as Geo. Dunnigan’s and Esq. Simms’ places 

the damage was heavy, mostly in washing away of fenc-

ing. A. B. Daniel’s fencing was partly carried away. 

   Robert Q. Gilliland’s farm, west of town, was injured 

by washing away of his string of fence on the side next to 

the creek. 

   The east prong of the creek upon which the farms of 

Messers. Grisham, Farless, Dunn and others, live had 

great damage to fencing and crops. “It just swept them 

out” is the language used by persons from that neighbor-

hood. 

   Mrs. Conkin’s field east of town is left without a fence 

on one side, and the crop injured. 

   Mrs. Harlin’s field, south of town, was almost totally 

demolished. The fencing on three sides of it was washed 

away, and the soil is badly injured. The fence on both 

sides of the lane was swept away. 

   One of the greatest losses is that of the steam cotton gin 

which was totally demolished by the flood. The building, 

in addition to the machinery, contained about 12 bales of 

seed cotton. This floated away but part of it may be re-

covered as it formed a drift some distance below. The 

machinery is all broken. The loss in this case will approx-

imate $2,000. 

   Henry McDonald’s fencing was swept away and his 

cotton crop ruined; also his mother’s farm was damaged. 

   Thos. Wattenbarger’s farm was injured greatly. He 

thinks his corn crop is entirely ruined. Also the crop of 

John Harris on the same farm is badly damaged. 

   James Agee lost a large amount of fencing and the dam-

age to his crops are considerable. 

   John Beach lost about 150 panels of fence, and the 

crops on his farm were badly damaged. 

   We have no information as to the situation further down 

the creek. 

   Latest reports from Bryant are that it was out of its 

banks and still rising. 

 

Greatest Generation cont. from page 15 

their destination. 

   Skeeter was in 24 missions 

over Germany as a member 

of the  66th Squadron, 44th 

Bomber Group, 8th Army Air 

Corps. He was a tail gunner 

on a B-24 Liberator.  

(Continued from page 15) 
 

the same time to  

   The air medal with three 

oakleaf clusters and three 

battle stars for action over 

Rhineland, Ardennes and 

Central Europe was awarded 

to the crew. He was dis-

charged Nov. 27, 1945, and 

presently lives in Gaines-

ville.  From A History of 

Ozark County 1841 – 1991. 


