4 The &d¢ Batielion, 20tk Infantry Regiment, Is cited for outatanding perc-
Tormavee of duly in action agalnst the epemy af Luzon, Philippine Islands, from
1to 5 February 1045, On 1 February 1045, the 32 Bottalion, 20Ik Infaniry Regi-
wend, altecked the town of Munoz, Nueva Eeija, Luzon, Philippine Islands, which
at the time was held by a Japancse tank reglment reinforeed with an infantry
battalion, an artillery battery, and the antitank battalion of an armored divigion,
totaling 1035 men. The enemy defense was buill gronnd mutually supporting
dug-in medium tanks, covered by riflemen, 105mm guns, 47-mm groond aatiteank
guns, autematle weapons, and mortars.  Slight gains were made against henvy
cpposition from 1 to 2 Febroary by the 34 Bellalion at conslderable cost, Op B
Februnry, the attack was contioued by the 34 Raftalion which had now been Joined
by the 1zt and 24 Battallons, 201L Infantry Regiment. By this time, 11 Jap me-
dium tanks, three 47-mm antitank guns, and one 105-mm gon had been destrayed
cn the front of the 3d Battelion, For 3 more days, the 34 Batfalion, led by barooka
men aod anfitank grenadiers who operated both day and night, hnmmerad tha
tortress of ‘Munoz. The enemy bitterly contested the ground, counterattacking
repeatedly with tanks. On several occasions, savage hand-to-hand fghtiog oe
curred on the perapets of tank pillbkoxes. TFioally, at 400 on the mornlog of
7 February, the Muncz garrison, having suffered heavy losses, including the
commanding officer, attempted to break out of town and escape., Part of the
Jap armored column managed to reach the Lhighway east of town, where s
destruction was completed by other elements of the 8th Infaniry Division, At
the end of this abortive attempt, the 20th Infantry Beglment advaneed to secure
ihe town ngninst light resistance. The enemy lost 1,280 killed nnd § priscners of
war lo Mungz.  Withlo the town, 38 Jap medium tanks, 8 light tanks, 4 armored
cars, two 106-mm guns, sixteen 4T-mm groond antitank guns, and 48 trucks and
pther vehlcles were fonnd destroyed. During the engagement, the 54 Baltalion
saffered 20 dagd and 114 wounded. The aggressiveness and skill of the 34 Bafial-
fom was largely responsible for the destruction of the largest concentratlon of
Jap armor encountered In the Loson eampalgn. The fortitude and determina-
tion shown by all members of the 2d Beftalion, 200k Mifonéry Regiment, Are exen-
plary of the highest traditions of the Army of the United States. (General
Orders 140, Herdquarters ¢ih Infantry Division, 18 July 1945, ns npproved by
the Commander in Chlef, United Stales Army Foreca, Paeifle,)



