VOL. #44-1

SPRING 2020

Featured in this Newsletter:

Paul E. Jennings
PAGE 3

Paul E. Jennings, 63rd Inf. Reg.,
Sacrificed his life for his comrades and his Country.
He was killed in action on Luzon on
January 15, 1945.
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Nominations for additional Board Members
are open. If you have a love for history and
th
specifically the history of the 6 Infantry
Division, we would welcome your
contribution and service to keep the history
of this unit and its Service in the United
States Army alive. We are a very small
volunteer group of mostly children and
grandchildren of fathers from that greatest
generation of citizen soldiers who made our
lives possible. If you are computer savvy
and have website development skills, we
could use your help.
Sadly, the soldiers of our division can no
longer hold a reunion. Their numbers have
dwindled, but a few are with us still. We are

Honored to have some of them with us who
served. Our primary tool for historic preservation
and education is our website which I hope that all
of you have the opportunity to visit frequently.
It is important that you tell us your stories so that
we can preserve them.
Many of you have stories to tell I encourage you to
get in touch with us and get involved helping to
preserve and expand our resources for doing so.
Your support continues to be vital and your
contributions including your time, and your
irreplaceable stories of service or those of your
th
family members continues inspire us all. The 6
Infantry Division’s Sightseers will not fade away.
You can contact me at: admin@6thinfantry.com,
or me or Danny Thomas at: info@6thinfantry.com.
Thomas Price, Editor Website Historian,(son of
rd
Robert E. Price, 63 Inf Co D, L & Hq)

NATIONAL OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES
NATIONAL OFFICERS

TREASURER

Sept. 2019 to Sept. 2020

Danny Thomas (Son of Vane
th
W. Thomas Med Det. 20 Inf.
Reg.)

George E. Price (Son of
Robert E. Co L, D, Hq. 63rd
Inf.),

CHIEF OF STAFF &
HISTORIAN

Groff, Robin (Son of Robert
Groff, Co L. 63rd Inf),

PRESIDENT

Kessen, Clifford (Cannon & K
st
Co, 1 Inf)
VICE PRESIDENT

Copinger, Jr,, Roger (Co.F,
63rd Inf.),
JR, VICE PRESIDENT
Stephen Price (grandson of
Robert E. Price Col, L. D. and
rd
Hq. 63 Inf. Reg.)

CHAPLAIN

SURGEON GENERAL

[VACANT]
EDITOR AND WEBSITE
HISTORIAN

Price, Thomas E., (Son of
Robert E. Co L, D, Hq. 63rd
Inf.),

SGT.- AT- ARMS

Groff, Kelly (Son of Robert
Groff, Co L 63rd Inf.),

TRUSTEE
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T-5.
Paul E. Jennings
Killed in Action on Luzon
January 15, 1945
63rd Inf. Reg.
Printed by Permission of Mr. Jennings
family

Paul E. Jennings, who laid
down his life for his friends
and his country, was killed in
action on January 15, 1945,
on the Island of Luzon, likely
during the Purple Heart

Valley Campaign. Technician
Jennings trained with the
Division at Ft. Leonard
Wood, Missouri, likely as a
radio operator based upon
these photographs from that
period. Technician Jennings
grandson, Mark wrote to us
that:
“I was also able to confirm
that he completed basic
training at Ft. Leonard,
Missouri. Likely is shown in
the prior pictures training
with the radio equipment at
Ft. Leonard and it appears
he is using a Morse Code
device, based on his hand
positioning and his reading

from a card. He was from
Missouri. Also attached is a
portrait photo of him. He
served in at least New
Guinea prior to Luzon based
on items my dad has.”
The Jennings family is in the
process of requesting his
service record. If you know
or remember anything about
him please contact the
website historian.

Printed by permission of the
family
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Paul’s grandson, Mark Jennings who shared these photos writes:
I was also able to confirm that he completed basic training at Ft. Leonard, Missouri. Likely is
shown in the prior pictures training with the radio equipment at Ft. Leonard and it appears he is
using a Morse Code device, based on his hand positioning and his reading from a card. He was
from Missouri. Also attached is a portrait photo of him. He served in at least New Guinea prior to
Luzon based on items my dad has.
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Craig Engebretson shared the following photographs and documents concerning his father, Kenneth
Edwin Engebretson, who served in the 51st Field Artillery Battalion with the 6th Infantry Division. His
training regiment, before joining the Division was with Battery E-29th Battalion, FARTC. 7th trg. Reg.
Section # 7, Fort Sill, Oklahoma. Kenneth passed away in 1993. These photos are courtesy of his
son. We salute and honor his service.
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TAPS, REST IN PEACE,
DEDICATED TO ALL THOSE WHO SERVED IN WAR AND PEACE.


To all our fallen comrades and
supporters over the last 83 plus years of
the Sightseer and the last

100 year of the 6 Infantry Division of the
United States Army
th

DONATIONS
Thanks to all those who have donated to our
organization over the many decades of our
existence.
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JEEP TRACKS

Here is a message from our Treasurer Danny Thomas who has been contributing much time
and energy to developing a list of morning reports that will gradually become available on our
website:

I

hope, as you accessed the latest Sightseer, you may have noticed a few changes in our website,
https://www.6thinfantry.com/ If not, when you have a few minutes, take the time to visit it and let us
know what you think.
We are in the process of uploading the morning reports for the 20th Infantry Regiment, June 1944 –
September 1945. Before I go any further, I need to acknowledge and thank some people.
First, to our veterans---Saying a simple thank you for your service just doesn’t seem to be enough.
The sacrifices they endured is overwhelming. They gave up there every day lives, some giving the
ultimate sacrifice while others suffered physical and mental wounds for a cause of keeping us free.
Thank you and we pray the world will never forget.
Thanks to:
Thomas Price, our editor and historian, for creating the website in the hopes of keeping memories of
the 6th Infantry Division, WWII alive and available for the world to see.
Leslie Baird from https://lesliebairddesign.com/ for the valued service you provide and for helping me
organize the morning reports and keeping the website up to date.
Mikhael Bolgov at https://www.fcoder.com/ for his help in using the Docufreezer program for my
jpg/pdf editing.
Geoff Gentilini from https://www.goldenarrowresearch.com/ for allowing us to use his link for
abbreviation explanations.
Gary Johnson, who’s father, Harold, was an officer in HQ CO 3rd Bn. Gary has been on a long
mission of trying to find his father’s records and trace his timeline. He eventually contacted National
Archives and Records Administration, https://www.archives.gov/ and paid for the service of looking up
and sending him all the available morning reports for the 20th Infantry Regiment. That, I know, was
an expensive order. Then, Gary contacted us and donated them, hoping to see them uploaded on the
website for all to see. That has been my project for over a year. I’m pleased to say, with Leslie’s help,
we’re finally making some progress.
Each morning report is in a jpg format. I’m looking at every one, editing them all for clarity, saving the
progress and reediting on an average of 5 times each, labeling them by year, month and day, putting
them in a folder labeled for that unit. Then I take that month’s jpg’s and convert it to a pdf. I was
hoping to make them searchable. This way, people could do a name search in the pdf and go right to
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the veteran they’re researching. I wasn’t having much luck with the program so I contacted Mikhael
Bolgov and explained my project, sending him examples of the jpg’s I was working with. He created a
team of employees to hopefully find out why his program was not working as intended. I know his
program works as a searchable pdf because I’ve used it in the past on newer jpg’s that I’ve converted
to pdf.
After a week, Mikhael contacted me saying that because the morning reports are so old with most of
them distorted, the dpi was so low that it wasn’t being recognized. Unfortunately, the search capability
is not working. If you think about it, it’s understandable. These documents are 76 years old. Back
then, if a typewriter wasn’t available, they were hand written. And, carbon copy paper was used over
and over. Some of the reports were in extremely bad shape. Occasionally, there would be a really
good one that was made from a brand-new carbon but it doesn’t last long.
We have quite a few done but are continually working on them as we can. I’m trying to keep them in
year/month order from June 1944 to September 1945. Once each month is completed for each unit,
it’s uploaded and stored so it can be attached to the website in its proper place.
As you reflect back on the last Memorial Day, keep these fallen heroes in mind, never taking for
granted, the freedoms we enjoy because of the Greatest Generation.
Sincerely,
Danny Thomas
Treasurer, National Assn. 6th Infantry Division

MAIL CALL!
.
.
Send us your story to:
admin@6thinfantry.com
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Infantry Soldiers and tank on a road in Northern Luzon--1945
Message from the Website Historian and Editor, Thomas Price:
To All Members of the National Association:
We need your input. Please consider contributing to the National Association of the 6th Infantry
Division including financial contributions and assistance with service on our Board of Directors. We
value your service to keeping this story alive for future generations.
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NOTICE TO ALL CURRENT MEMBERS AND ALL PROSPECTIVE NEW MEMBERS:
YOUR MEMBERSHIP IS A DONATION TO OUR NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION AND ENTITLES
YOU TO A VOTE ON MATTERS SPECIFIC TO THE RIGHTS OF MEMBERSHIP INCLUDING
ELECTING THE BOARD.
Membership is entitlement to a vote.

Membersh
ip Form Note New
Address
for Mailing
Dues To
our New
Treasurer
Patricia
Kessen

6th Infantry Division Soldiers on the beach
at Sansapor, Irian Jaya (then West Dutch New Guinea) in 1944
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