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Featured in this Newsletter: 

 
The National Association of the 6th Infantry Division, 

Established in About 1932 after the End of WW I, became a 
Fraternal Organization in 1947.  That Organization, became a 

501(c)(3) Charitable Organization in about 2006 and 
continues to this day.  About 88 years Old, Our primary 

Mission is to Preserve, Gather, and Share the History of the 
6th Infantry Division and its Story through this website.  

Please visit us and consider contributing your story and 
donating to this, our mission. 
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MESSAGES 
 

From the President:  No comments 
available at this time. 

Cliffor Kessen, President (Cannon & K 
Co, 1st Inf 

From Thomas Price-Editor/ Website 
Historian:  
 
By vote and ratification of the board, our 
current slate of board members are 
continued for an additional year to 
September 2021.   In this fall Sightseer we 
wish to extend our gratitude to all of you who 
have shared your stories and photos with us 
regarding the history of the 6th Infantry 
Division. If you have a love for history and 
specifically the history of the 6th Infantry 
Division, we would welcome your 
contribution and service to keep the history 
of this unit and its Service in the United 
States Army alive.  We are a very small 
volunteer group of mostly children and 
grandchildren of fathers from that greatest 
generation of citizen soldiers who made our 
lives possible.  

Of the few remaining veteran, including Clifford 
Keesen and Roger Copinger, we are honored to 
have you with ua still.  Our primary tool for historic 
preservation and education is our website which I 
hope that all of you have the opportunity to visit 
frequently.  
 
It is important that you tell us your stories so that 
we can preserve and share them. 
 
Many of you have stories to tell us. I encourage 
you to get in touch with us and get involved 
helping to preserve and expand our resources for 
doing so. 
 
Your support continues to be vital and your 
contributions including your time, and your 
irreplaceable stories of service or those of your 
family members continues inspire us all.  The 6th 
Infantry Division’s Sightseers will not fade away.  
 
You can contact me at: admin@6thinfantry.com, 
or me or Danny Thomas at: info@6thinfantry.com. 
 
Thomas Price, Editor Website Historian,(son of 
Robert E. Price, 63rd Inf Co D, L & Hq)  
 
 
 

 

 

NATIONAL OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES 
NATIONAL OFFICERS 
Sept.  2020 to Sept.  2021 

 
PRESIDENT  

Kessen, Clifford (Cannon & K 
Co, 1st Inf) 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Copinger, Jr,, Roger (Co.F, 
63rd Inf.),  
 

JR, VICE PRESIDENT 
 

Stephen Price (grandson of 
Robert E. Price  Col, L. D. and 
Hq. 63rd Inf. Reg.) 

 
SECRETARY 

Steven Wyatt, whose father 
was with Cannon Co, 63rd Inf)   
 
 

TREASURER 
Danny Thomas (Son of Vane 
W. Thomas Med Det. 20th Inf. 
Reg.) 

 
CHIEF OF STAFF & 

HISTORIAN 
 

[VACANT] 
 

EDITOR AND WEBSITE 
HISTORIAN  

Price, Thomas E., (Son of 
Robert E. Co L, D, Hq. 63rd 
Inf.),  

CHAPLAIN 
George E. Price (Son of 

Robert E. Co L, D, Hq. 63rd 
Inf.), 

SURGEON GENERAL 
Groff, Robin (Son of Robert 
Groff, Co L. 63rd Inf),  
 

SGT.- AT- ARMS 
Groff, Kelly (Son of Robert 
Groff, Co L 63rd Inf.),  

TRUSTEE  
TWO-YEAR (2014-16) 
Halberg, Virgil E. (HQ/HQ Btry, 
80th.FA Bn.),  
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A Memory of 
Gratitude for My 

Father,  
Robert E. Price  

(Co, D, L, & Hq. 63rd 
Inf. Reg.)  

  
1919 to 2003 

 

by  Thomas Price 

Though I do not remember 
it, at the age of five months I 
had to undergo life 
threatening emergency 
surgery.   And now, after 
understanding what really 
happened, I realize that my 
father saved my life.  
 
I was awake, in pain and 
then I would cry out and then 
pass out.  And I had flu-like 
symptoms.  It was not a 
stomach-ache. My father told 
my mother that there was 
something else wrong, he 
had seen it before, and that I 
would have to be taken to 
the hospital immediately.  
So,  I was rushed to the 
emergency room, and quite 
literally, my father pushed 
aside the nay-saying triage 
nurses and ER doctors 
demanding, to “get the 
surgeon to examine him 

now, or there won’t be any 
hospital here when I am 
through!”  They thought he 
was nuts, maybe, but they 
decided it was easier just to 
humor this desperate man 
with his child who insisted 
that this was something 
more than just what 
everyone thought was a 
baby’s stomach ache. 
 
 Once examined, the 
surgeon, another veteran 
from the War, said I had to 
be operated on immediately, 
and that in any case, I had 
only a 50/50 chance to live.  I 
had developed a bizarre 
medical condition that nearly 
cost me my life where my 
small intestine had slipped 
down into my large intestine, 
and become lodged. 
Gangrene was starting to set 
in and I was starting to 
experience internal bleeding.  
Who would have known?   
 
My father was army surplus, 
a combat infantry medic who 
lived through war in the 
South West Pacific from New 
Guinea to the Philippines, 
through 219 days of 
continuous combat, the 
record for the war in the 
pacific, 306 days of combat 
overall.  
 

 My father had seen more 
than his share of death, and 
suffering. He had his regrets 
about some of the decisions 
he made in the war, and he 
did have nightmares about 
the horror that he had 
witnessed. But he had saved 
some lives. And I know that 
in January of 1959 because 
of what he had experienced 
in the War he also saved my 
life.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Robert E. Price in 1941,  
 
just a few months before 
Pearl Harbor
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�  To all our fallen comrades and 
supporters over the last 83 plus years of 
the Sightseer and the last  

 
100 year of the 6 th Infantry Division of the 
United States Army  

 
 
 

TAPS, REST IN PEACE, 
DEDICATED TO ALL THOSE WHO SERVED IN WAR AND PEACE. 
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Milton Galke (1st Inf. Reg)  and Russ McLogan (63rd Inf. Reg) at the 
Kansas City Reunion in about 2006.  Sadly, Milt and Russ are no 
longer with us, but their legacy lives on. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Thanks to all those who have donated to our 
organization over the many decades of our 
existence. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DONATIONS 
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Here is a message from our Sr. Vice President, Roger Copinger, concerning an opportunity to 
honor the 6th Infantry Division with at the entrance of the National Museum of the United 
States Army through the Army Historic Foundation.  Here is a link to the Foundation and an 
explanation about the commemorative plaque.  Roger’s proposal would be a worthy endeavor, 
and we should consider how we might raise the funds for such a plaque to honor the 6th 
Division Vets – literally our family who sacrificed so much for all of us. 
 
 https://armyhistory.org/honor-your-army-unit-today/ 
 
The following page has the flyer for an example of how to contribute to the creation of such a 
plaque that might honor the veterans of the 6th Infantry Division. 
 
 

 
 
Roger Copinger (L) (Co E. 63rd Inf. Reg) with two other 6th Infantry Vets at the Kansas City 
Reunion in 2006. 
 
 
 

JEEP TRACKS 
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Send us your story to: 
 
admin@6thinfantry.com 
 
If you have photographs, 
those need to be screened 
by the administrator and 
must be relevant to the 
history of the 6thInfantry 
Division. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
. 
 
.  

 
 
 
 
    
          

Infantry Soldiers and tank on a road in Northern Luzon--1945 
 
Message from the Website Historian and Editor, Thomas Price: 

MAIL CALL! 



 9 

 
To All Members of the National Association: 
 
We need your input.  Please consider contributing to the National Association of the 6th Infantry 
Division including financial contributions and assistance with service on our Board of Directors. We 
value your service to keeping this story alive for future generations. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTICE TO ALL CURRENT MEMBERS AND ALL PROSPECTIVE NEW MEMBERS:   
 
YOUR MEMBERSHIP IS A DONATION TO OUR NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION AND ENTITLES 
YOU TO A VOTE ON MATTERS SPECIFIC TO THE RIGHTS OF MEMBERSHIP INCLUDING 
ELECTING THE BOARD.  
 
Membership is entitlement to a vote. 
 
 
 
 

Membersh
ip Form - 
Note New 
Address 

for Mailing 
Dues To 
our New 

Treasurer 
Patricia 
Kessen 
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6th Infantry Division Soldiers on the beach 
 

at Sansapor, Irian Jaya (then West Dutch New Guinea) in 1944 
 
 
 
 
 


