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Introduction
Herbert William Twyman’s (Dad’s) daily life showed us, mostly by example, his belief in work,
his willingness to help others, his love for his family, and a deep respect for all people.
When we (his seven children) began to write a short history of Herbert William Twyman (a.k.a.,
Herbert, Herb, Dad, Father), we found very little information about his early life and also very
little about his life in the Army. Very few military papers were found among his possessions
and so far as can be determined, his military records on file with the government were
destroyed in the 1973 fire in the St. Louis depository. In addition, he shared a trait he had in
common with many of the veterans of that era; he was very reticent about talking about his
military experiences except for a very few stories he repeated from time to time to family
members and friends.
This lack of information prevented much progress on his history for many years until 2018-2020
when we discovered two relevant and helpful documents: A Brief History of the 6th Division,
and A Brief History of the Twentieth Infantry Regiment.
We pieced together Dad’s military history using the chronological events recorded in the two
histories and then using postcards, pictures, oral histories and other of Dad’s personal effects
for supporting corroboration.
As much of the framework of Dad’s military history is supplied by these two histories, we have
provided bibliographic information in the Works Cited section of this document and also here at
the beginning of his history:
Price, Thomas E. “A Brief History of the 6th Infantry Division.” Retrieved September 7, 2020.
http://www.6thinfantry.com/about/a-brief-history-of-the-u-s-army-6th-infantry-division/
(Price, 6th Inf. Div.)

“A Brief History of the Twentieth Infantry 1866-1945.” Retrieved September 7, 2020.
http://www.6thinfantry.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/A-Brief-History-of-the-TwentiethInfantry-1866-to-1945.pdf (A Brief Hist. 20th Inf., p. 6.)

See the Works Cited section at the end of this history for more resources used to construct or
verify Dad’s military experiences.
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Figure 1 - 6th Division Insignia from Dad's Uniform

Figure 2 - Twentieth Infantry Regiment Coat of Arms
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Herbert William Twyman’s Military History in Chronological Order
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We pieced together Dad’s military history using the chronological events recorded in the two
histories referred to in the introduction and then using postcards, pictures, oral histories and
other of Dad’s personal effects for supporting corroboration.

Enlisted in Oklahoma-March 1939
Most of what we (his children) knew about Herbert William Twyman (Dad, Herbert, or Herb)
came from stories he repeated from time to time. One of the stories we heard from Dad several
times was the story of “riding the rails” and working at whatever job he could get. He tells the
story of being in Oklahoma and working as a farm hand. The farm where he worked was
located next to a huge watermelon farm and he and others of the farm workers would go over
to the watermelon patch and snitch a watermelon. This went on for a while until the
watermelon farm people injected some of the watermelons next to the farm where he worked
with creosote which greatly affected the intestinal tract of those who snitched the watermelons
and effectively ended the snitching.
According to Herbert William Twyman’s Army separation papers, Dad enlisted in the army on
03 March 1939 in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma where he was working as a migrant farm hand.
(Separation Papers, Appendix A).

In the 6th Division – October 1939
In the picture of Dad at the beginning of this history, you can see the 6th Division’s six-pointed
star on his shoulder. His lapel holds two sets of crossed rifles which is the insignia for the 20th
Infantry Regiment. His separation papers say he was with the 6th Division, 20th Infantry
Regiment. Pictures of the 20th Infantry Regiment taken at Fort Leonard Wood tell us that he
was in Company D which was part of the 1st Battalion.
“On October 12, 1939, in the wake of the German Wehrmacht’s conquest of Poland, the War
Department reactivated the 6th Infantry Division in a simple ceremony at Ft. Lewis,
Washington” (Price, 6th Inf. Div.)
“The Division remained at Ft. Lewis less than two months before beginning forty-six months of
training and division building that would take the “Sightseers” to nine different army camps and
posts before its assignment to the Southwest Pacific” (Price, 6th Inf. Div.).
Dad’s postcards from Washington and Idaho seem to indicate he was in the Northwest before
1941.

11

Figure 3 Lewiston, ID, photo from Dad's Photo Album

Figure 4-Lewiston, ID, Postcard from Dad's Photo Album

The following are some of the military insignia from Dad’s personal effects.
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Figure 5 - Dad's Brass - US & Co. D Buttons - 20th Inf. Crossed Rifles Lapel Brass

Figure 6 - More of Dad's Brass Insignias
The Company K brass is of interest because Dad always indicated that he was in heavy fighting
and Company K was one of the companies on top of Lone Tree Hill in New Guinea where the
fighting was heaviest. There is some thought that he may have been assigned to K Company for
the Lone Tree Hill operation since he was a heavy mortar crewman. But this is just a guess.
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The 6th Division in South Carolina - November 1939
“In October 1939 the 20th Infantry was made a part of the newly organized 6th Division and in
November proceeded to Camp Jackson, South Carolina, for divisional training.” (A Brief Hist. 20th
Inf., p. 6.)
“First stop for the Sixth was Camp Jackson, South Carolina where the original components of the
Sixth Division were assembled: the 1st, 3rd and 20th Infantry Regiments, the 1st and 80th
Artillery Regiments, the 8th Medical Battalion and the 6th Engineer Battalion.” (Price, 6th Inf.
Div.)
Several photos from Dad’s photo album are from South Carolina.

Figure 7-South Carolina Camp-photo from Dad's album

Figure 8-Back of photo of South Carolina camp
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Georgia and Louisiana – April 1940
“In April 1940 the 6th Division proceeded to Fort Benning, Ga, for Corps maneuvers and from
there to Louisiana to participate in Army Maneuvers in the Army’s expanded training Program.”
(A Brief Hist. 20th Inf., p. 6.)
We assume that Dad was in Georgia and Louisiana with his unit as indicated in The Brief History
of the Twentieth Infantry. Also Dad’s photo album contains several pictures of statues in the
Vicksburg National Military Park in Mississippi two of which are included here. We assume they
camped there on the way to or during the Louisiana Maneuvers.

Figure 9 – Memorial to US Lieutenant Colonel William Freeman Vilas in Vicksburg National
Military Park, Vicksburg, MS
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Figure 10 - Pup Tents by the Indiana Memorial in the Vicksburg National Military Park

Massachusetts – May 1940
“The Regiment returned to Fort Warren (Boston,Mass.) in May 1940, .…” (A Brief Hist. 20th Inf.,
p. 6.)

New York World’s Fair
Dad often told the story of a trip he and mom (before she was mom) made to the New York
World’s Fair and the period between May 1940 and July 1940 seems the most likely time for
that trip.
Dad tells that he and Genave had been touring the World’s Fair and early one morning had
decided to get breakfast at one of the little hole-in-the-wall restaurants on an out-of-the-way
sidestreet. He said that when they walked in the man behind the counter asked them what
they wanted and they ordered easy-over eggs. The man walked over to the stove, picked up a
large skillet, bent down and picked up a burlap sack off the floor which caused cockroaches to
run everywhere, and used the sack to clean the skillet before cooking the eggs. He said they
both ate the eggs anyway but made sure not to go to any of the other small restaurants around.
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Figure 11 - Aerial View of 1939 World's Fair, Flushing, NY

Minnesota – July 1940
“The Regiment returned to Fort Warren (Boston,Mass.) in May 1940, but in July another move
was made to Minnesota for maneuvers.” (A Brief Hist. 20th Inf., p. 6.)
The only military post in Minnesota in 1940 was Camp Ripley. “The post has always been
important to the U.S. Army. Soldiers used it for large-scale field maneuvers in 1937 and 1940.
When World War II broke out, it became a federal Army Service Force installation. From July
1942 to October 1943, thousands of troops received basic and advanced training at Camp
Ripley.” (https://www.mnopedia.org/place/camp-ripley, Nov. 3, 2020.)

Dad’s collection of photos and post cards contains the following postcard:
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Figure 12-Front of Postcard of Baptist Home, New Prague, Minn.

Figure 13-Back of Minnesota Postcard

We assume the postcard was used by one of the family and addressed to Dad’s wife’s mother,
Louisa White.
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Ohio
“From Minnesota the 20th proceeded to Camp Perry, Ohio, to assist in running the National
Matches.” (A Brief Hist. 20th Inf., p. 6.)
“The National Matches include Small Arms Firing Schools, a series of CMP National Trophy Rifle
and Pistol Matches, CMP Games Events and NRA national championships. The National
Matches are conducted through a partnership with the CMP, the Ohio National Guard and the
NRA.” (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camp_Perry).
We assume that Dad was with his unit in Ohio.

Massachusetts – September 1940
“On Sept 23, 1940 the return to Fort Warren was started and on the organization day, Oct 9,
1940 the Regiment finds itself back at the Home base.” (A Brief Hist. 20th Inf., p. 6.)
We have no additional evidence to add to the Twentieth Infantry History. We assume Dad was
with his unit in Massachusetts.

Fort Leavenworth, KS – March 1941
“In the latter part of March 1941, orders were received for transfer of the Regiment to Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas, a temporary station until our permanent Station, Fort Leonard Wood was
completed.” (A Brief Hist. 20th Inf., p. 6.)
Dad mentioned Fort Leavenworth several times over the years and left us with the impression
that he was well acquainted with it. This impression bolsters the assumption that Dad was with
his unit in Fort Leavenworth, KS.

Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri – May 1941
“After numerous reorganizations and more “sightseeing,” the scattered units of the Division
were assembled at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri, in the latter part of May 1941.” (Price, 6th Inf.
Div.)
“Countless new recruits filled Ft. Leonard Wood during June and July of 1941 as the Division
built its forces for the strenuous training that lay ahead.” (Price, 6th Inf. Div.)
Dad was in Fort Leonard Wood in Missouri in 1941. See Dad’s photos below.
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Figure 14 - Pictures from the 6th Div. Web Site-Dad’s Company

Figure 15 - Part of Company D- Dad (H.W.Twyman) is on the Third Row-Sixth from the Left
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Figure 16 - Dad standing by Fort Leonard Wood Barracks-Twentieth Infantry, Company D.

Figure 17 - Captain Blackshear (Company D) from Dad's Photo Album
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Arkansas and Louisiana – August 1941- October 1941
“The 20th Infantry moved to Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri to join the Sixth Division and remained
until August 1941, when it was ordered to participate in the Second Army Maneuvers in
Arkansas and also GHQ Army maneuvers in Louisiana, the latter being the largest maneuvers
ever staged by the Army. On October 7, 1941, the 20th returned to their home station to carry
out an extensive training program.” (A Brief Hist. 20th Inf., p. 6.)
It is unclear whether Dad went to Arkansas and Louisiana or stayed at Fort Leonard Wood in a
training capacity. Dad did let slip that he and one or more of his friends were training on
machine guns at the ranges at Fort Leonard Wood. He said that he and at least one of his
friends got bored with shooting at the moving targets and so they decided they needed a
smaller target and started shooting the wheels off the moving targets. Of course, there was
something said or announced officially about not shooting at the wheels and I got the
impression that they got away with their marksmanship until that time.

Figure 18- Machinegun Target at Fort Leonard Wood from Dad’s Photo Album
Waynesville, Missouri – Fort Leonard Wood
We don’t know where or how Dad met my mother. We know mom did work in the little town
of Waynesville, Missouri, which is near Fort Leonard Wood. They were married October 11,
1941, at Waynesville, Pulaski County, Missouri by J. L. Hicks, a Baptist minister. (Mg. Cert. Appendix A).

22

Figure 19-Herbert William Twyman & Genave Louise White

Figure 20 - Herbert and Genave - 1941-2
The Chicken Coop/Walnut Story – Fort Leonard Wood
During the construction of Fort Leonard Wood the housing problem was acute and there were
many people asking Waynesville residents and home owners to make room in store rooms,
garages, and even chicken houses (Old Settler’s Gazette, 2016, p.19).
Both Dad and Mom talked about their first home being in a converted chicken coop because of
the shortage of housing in the area due to the quick buildup of troops at Fort Leonard Wood
and was most probably the location for the Walnut Story which was told by both Dad and Mom.
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Dad and his friend thought they were really good marksmen and evidently let others know that
fact. The walnut story began when Dad brought his friend home (to the converted chicken
coop) and since they were out in an unoccupied area, they decided to see who the best shot
with a rifle was. After several rounds of contest using bottles and some natural targets, the
final contest was to shoot the last walnut off a walnut tree about 200 yards distant. Both Dad
and his friend shot several rounds trying to hit the walnut which was waving back and forth in a
breeze. Neither man was successful.
According to both Dad and Mother, mother came out the front door where they were shooting
and quietly asked if she could try. Dad said yes with a little smile indicating he didn’t think she
would even come close. Mother took the rifle, aimed, and blew the walnut off the tree. Then
she handed the rifle back to the men and walked back in the house. The men looked at each
other, put the rifle away and there were no more contests to determine the best shot.

Shooting Ranges - Fort Leonard Wood
Evidently Dad had something more to do with marksmanship than just visiting the range
occasionally as his photo album contained a dozen or more pictures of the ranges at Fort
Leonard Wood from the back of the ranges as well as the front.

Figure 21- House of Targets at Fort Leonard Wood from Dad’s Photo Album
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Figure 22- Rifle Target at Fort Leonard Wood from Dad's Photo Album
U.S. Declares War – December 7, 1941
Although the 20th Infantry returned to Fort Leonard Wood early from the Louisiana Maneuvers,
the remainder of the 6th Division evidently continued with those maneuvers until sometime late
in November according to the history of the 6th Division:
“Most of the men of the Division were enjoying a well-earned 15-day furlough after
participating in the Louisiana Maneuvers when the war came on December 7, 1941. Ft. Leonard
Wood became a beehive of activity, under the command of Generals Clarence S. Ridley and
Julius Ochs Adler, as the members of the 6th became a “training division” assisting in training as
more recruits flowed into Ft. Leonard Wood to build newly formed organizations and divisions
for the burgeoning war effort.” (Price, 6th Inf. Div.)
Upon the declaration of war the 20th Infantry was deployed for guard duty.
“While the Regiment had been alerted for possible guard duty during a coal strike in the East,
war was declared against the Axis powers on 8 December 1941.
Immediately the Regiment sent Battalions on guard duty for various defense plants in the
vicinity of St. Louis, Missouri.” (A Brief Hist. 20th Inf., p. 7.)

St. Louis Pass – April 1942
So why did Dad visit St. Louis on April 18, 1942?
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6th Division Motorized – June 1942
According to the history of the 20th, the next notable event was a reorganization of the
regiment and its motorization. The 6th Division was at this time being prepared for deployment
in Africa as a motorized unit.
“In June 1942 the 20th furnished a cadre forming the newly organized 90th Division at Camp Kit
Carson, Colorado. The Regiment was again brought up to strength and it was during this period
the Division was motorized.” (A Brief Hist. 20th Inf., p. 7.)

St. Louis Parade – July 1942
In July of 1942 St. Louis held a celebration featuring fifteen British and American war heroes
promoting war bonds and a parade of men and equipment from Fort Leonard Wood including
both battalions of the Twentieth Infantry (Company D was in the first battalion) along with the
transport equipment of the Twentieth Infantry.
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Figure 23- St. Louis Newspaper Article on Fourth of July 1942
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Tennessee – September 1942
“In September of 1942 the Division took part in the Tennessee Maneuvers as a part of training
for troops expected to be sent to Europe.” (Price, 6th Inf. Div.)
“In September 1942 the Regiment participated in the 2nd Army maneuvers in Tennessee.” (A
Brief Hist. 20th Inf., p. 7.)
Dad’s family moved from Ohio to Tennessee when he was young. I imagine he tried to get
some time off to spend with them during these maneuvers. We have two postcard packs
mailed during this time from Tennessee to his wife in Missouri.
Dad also has some pictures of Mom and I at Moses Twyman’s (Dad’s father) house in
Tennessee. I was born in August, 1942, and am only about 3 months old in the pictures. The
only way these pictures could have been taken would have required Dad getting leave to visit
his family and Mom and I traveling from Missouri to Tennessee to meet up with Dad.

Figure 24-Back of Postcard Pack Mailed from Clarksville
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Figure 25- Front of Postcard Pack Mailed from Clarksville, TN

Figure 26- Flap of Postcard Pack Mailed from Nashville, TN
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Figure 27- Front of Postcard Pack Mailed from Nashville, TN

Figure 28 - Dad, Mom, and I in Tennessee at Moses's House

DTC/CAMA-California-Arizona Maneuver Area – November 1942
CAMA, the California-Arizona Maneuver Area was first called the DTC or Desert Training Center.
“On November 25, 1942, the Division was ordered to the desert of Arizona and California where
they were trained with the expectation that they would be sent to North Africa as a mechanized
infantry division. There in the desert, with the expectation that they were to be sent to North
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Africa, the Division was trained with a new, and then, secret-anti-tank-weapon, the Bazooka.”
(A Brief Hist. 20th Inf., p. 6.)
“Shortly after their return to Fort Leonard Wood the 20th Infantry proceeded by rail to the Desert
Training Center, Camp Young, California on 28 November 1942.” (A Brief Hist. 20th Inf., p. 6.)

Figure 29- Map of CAMA (Desert Training Center)

The Jeep in the Desert
Dad often told of his experience of driving a jeep in the desert where they got stuck in the sand
with nothing to help them get out. He told us they all got out of the jeep and lifted the jeep out
of the sand. He said this is where he first hurt his back, a problem that stayed with him most of
his life. Then Dad told us of being in a jeep in the desert with nothing in sight for miles and
miles and suddenly the engine of the jeep exploded. When they opened the hood of the jeep,
they found a large Stilson wrench imbedded deep in the engine. The only explanation they
could come up with was that it fell out of a plane at very high altitude because they could not
see a plane anywhere in the sky at the time.
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This was a fun story but we could never figure out how he came to be in a jeep in the middle of
the desert since there were no deserts in Missouri.
Dad was in the Desert Training Center from November 1942 to February 1943.

Figure 30 - Dad at Desert Training Center
The picture on the left is of Dad with a canteen. We think that is him on the jeep in the righthand picture.

Figure 31 - Two of the DTC Photos from Dad's Album
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Figure 32 - Southern California’s World War II Desert Training Center. Sarah McCormick Seekatz,
March 15, 2015, p. 1. U.S. Army Photograph, 1942. Courtesy of the General Patton Memorial
Museum.
The Desert Training Center (DTC) was renamed the California-Arizona Maneuver Area (CAMA)
and was the biggest training area in the U.S.
“The conference accepted the recommendation of Headquarters, Army Ground Forces. The
CAMA was to be closed as rapidly as possible after 15 April 1944, and no theater of operations
training area would be maintained thereafter. The Tennessee Maneuver Area would be
discontinued after June 1944, except for one training assignment. The Louisiana Maneuver Area
was to be continued, and the Caroline Maneuver Area was to be used in airborne training. “
(The Desert Training Center and CAMA: Study No. 15, p. 88.)

The 6th Division was at CAMA as evidenced by the following:
“Yuma has an unfortunate introduction to its role as entertainer of troops. A town of slightly
over five thousand, situated by the Colorado River in the southeastern corner of the Center, it
was undisturbed until the latter part of 1942 when one Saturday night three thousand soldiers
of the 6th Division came to town. …That was a wild night when the 6th Division came to Yuma.”
(The Desert Training Center and CAMA: Study No. 15, p. 88.)
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Wartime Connections
Later in life, after I (Leon) was married and helped prepare my mother-in-law, Selma Stoddard’s
personal history, I found out that Selma was living near Blythe, California during the maneuvers
in CAMA, and as a young woman saw and heard a lot of the maneuvers of the red and blue
armies practicing their maneuvers in the desert near Blythe in 1942-3. She often told us the
story of a German spy who was responsible for crashing several bombers during this time, and
the time the two armies fought to control the bridge just outside of town.

San Louis Obispo – March 1943
“Due to the unexpected success of troops in North Africa combined with General MacArthur’s
desperate need for troops in the Southwest Pacific and General Sibert’s background, an abrupt
change in plans sent the 6th Division in March of 1943 to Camp Roberts at San Luis Obispo
California. The Division was headed for New Guinea. Now assigned to the Sixth Army under the
leadership of General Walter S. Krueger, the Division was in for a new round of training, this
time in the art of Jungle warfare.” (Price, 6th Inf. Div.)
For several of my early years I remember a pastel gold and pink pillow with fringe around the
outside and knots on the corners with a military logo in the middle and the inscription “San Luis
Obispo” above the logo. I also remember my Dad speaking about things and happenings in San
Luis Obispo in his talk with other adults.
“San Louis Obispo was an even more intensive and competitive place to train with emphasis on
practicing close, fast combat, rapid movement and synchronized, to-the-minute maneuvers.
Perimeter defense and offense would be the rule in every engagement. In the Jungle, the front
would be everywhere and the war would be fought on the squad level.” (Price, 6th Inf. Div.)

The 6th Infantry Division in Hawaii – July 1943
Nothing in my Dad’s pictures or what I remember of his conversations indicate that he was ever
in Hawaii. But the history of the 6th says that is where they went next.
“In July of 1943 the Division set sail for Oahu, Hawaii for Jungle training. The only thing missing
in the Hawaii training would be the mud and the jungle diseases. The men trained hard day and
night improving their skills at learning to fight at an instant, in the dark with the enemy a few
yards or feet away. They were briefed by the survivors of Buna-Gona and by the Australians who
fought so heroically on the Kokoda Trail against the Japanese in 1942. The Jungles of New
Guinea were one of the most merciless places on earth, filled with diseases, for many of which,
there was no known cure. In 1942 the Jungle had caused more casualties than combat, and the
jungle could kill.” (Price, 6th Inf. Div.)
One of Dad’s postcards indicates that he might never have gone to Hawaii, but rather spent
part of that time in the 47th General Hospital in Modesto, California.
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Figure 33-Postcard from Bemis YMCA

Dad in San Francisco – January 10, 1944
Dad did not travel on any of the ships given in the history of the Twentieth Infantry, probably
because he was in the hospital in California and not with his unit in Hawaii. Evidently he was
discharged from the hospital in Modesto, California, because Dad’s small address/note book
records that he arrived in San Francisco at 3:30 pm on January 10, 1944 and left San Francisco
January 13th.

Figure 34 - Dad's little book shows his arrival in San Francisco on Jan. 10
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Figure 35 - Dad's Certificate Showing He Crossed the Equator
on the U.S.S Mount Vernon
Dad’s little book shows he departed San Francisco on January 13, 1944. The little book also
records him crossing the international dateline on 23 January 1944.
An Ancient Order of the Deep certificate states that Dad crossed the equator on 19 January,
1944, on the U.S.S. Mount Vernon captained by E. P. Eldredge, Captain, USN. A second
certificate signed by Col. B.E. Grant says he crossed the equator at Longitude 154 degrees.

Figure 36 - USS Mount Vernon (AP-22) underway off of San Francisco, 15 March 1943. Photo
taken from an airship belonging to Lighter-than-Air Squadron (ZP-31) from NAS Santa Ana
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Figure 37 - Dad's Little Book - Landed in New Guinea
Dad in New Guinea – January 28, 1944
Dad’s little book shows that he arrived in sight of New Guinea on January 28, 1944, and landed
on New Guinea the next day.

Figure 38-Dad’s Photo of First Sighting of New Guinea Jan. 28, 1944
Dad’s little book records that he landed at “Malaroy Bay” about 9 o’clock. Malaroy Bay may
have been a code name as the history of the Sixth Infantry Division says they landed at Milne
Bay in January and the history of the U.S.S. Vernon says the ship transported the Sixth Infantry
Division to Milne Bay in New Guinea in January of 1944.
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Figure 39 - Landing on New Guinea January 29, 1944 on an amphibian truck.

Figure 40 - Building Camp in New Guinea
New Guinea - Building Camp
Dad talked about the first thing they did after landing was to build barracks. This is one of Dad’s
pictures from New Guinea showing him (on the left) building a tent barracks.
“The Jungle was cleared and camp was set up with all tents 12 inches above the ground to keep
out the rain, the mud and the leeches. More clearing of the undergrowth was undertaken as the
first line of defense against the Jungle with the teaming masses of insects that carried the
deadly scrub typhus, dengue fever, malaria, yellow fever and elephantiasis. … In the hot dank
38

musty jungles of New Guinea, the sightseers would learn about jungle rot and the exhaustion of
battling the environment on a daily basis.” (Price, 6th Inf. Div.)

Figure 41 - Another photo from Dad’s collection showing a part of the camp on New Guinea
“There were problems with Japanese snipers in the trees at Milne Bay. The trees came down, or
their crowns were cropped and pruned with machine guns. … The Jungle was cleared and camp
was set up with all tents 12 inches above the ground to keep out the rain, the mud and the
leeches. More clearing of the undergrowth was undertaken as the first line of defense against
the Jungle with the teaming masses of insects that carried the deadly scrub typhus, dengue
fever, malaria, yellow fever and elephantiasis.” (Price, 6th Inf. Div.)

Part of 6th Division To New Guinea – January 23, 1944 – February 7, 1944
Units of the Sixth Infantry Division including Dad’s unit, Company D, 20th Infantry, were
deployed to New Guinea in early 1944.
“On 23 January 1944 the 1st and 3rd Battalions and Anti Tank Company sailed on the U.S.S. Fair
Isle and the Slauterdyke for unknown destination and landed in Milne Bay, New Guinea on 7
Feb. 1944.” (A Brief Hist. 20th Inf., pp. 8-9.)

Remainder of 6th Division To New Guinea – February 5, 1944 – February 19, 1944
On 5 February the Regimental Headquarters and 2nd Battalion and remaining special units
sailed on the U.S.S. Sea Scamp and arrived Milne Bay 19 February 1944. A camp was
established at Hihilai plantation and a program of jungle training and amphibious training was
begun.” (A Brief Hist. 20th Inf., pp. 8-9.)
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New Guinea – The Bracelet
Evidently Dad had some free time while in New Guinea, at least enough to make some silver
Australian coins into a bracelet for mom.

Figure 42 - Bracelet Dad Made in New Guinea for His Wife
New Guinea - The Snakes
One of the stories Dad liked to tell was about snakes. The structure housing the generators was
located in a shallow depression nearby the camp.

Figure 43- Generators Near Camp (from Dad's Photos)
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On many occasions when Dad and others went down to the generator building to check on the
generators, they found several 20 to 30 foot snakes on the sides of the basin. They said they
found some small boulders which they rolled down the hill toward the snakes. The snakes
swallowed the boulders as evidenced by several large lumps in each of the snakes.

Figure 44-New Guinea Python-Foschi_039-1
When Dad left the area, he was convinced that the snakes would die because they couldn’t
move with all that weight inside of them. However, when he returned the next day, there was
no evidence of any snakes or any boulders from the snakes.
New Guinea - The Aborigines
Dad did tell us about the aborigines that came to check them out while they were building the
camp. He said the tallest of the aborigines only came to about 6 inches above his belt. The
soldiers were friendly to the aborigines and the aborigines were friendly to them. However, the
aborigines detested the Japanese because of the horrible way the Japanese treated them.
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Figure 45 - New Guinea Aborigines
Dad was often stationed as a lookout to warn the camp if the Japanese should get close to the
camp. If Dad was guarding a trail, and an aborigine came down the trail, he would be as still as
possible so as not to disturb the aborigine. Even though the aborigines were friendly, they
carried very sharp knives. Dad said you did not want to startle them in the dark in such close
quarters as they would strike out with their knives just as a reflex.
New Guinea - The Japanese Patrol
Often, as a lookout, Dad would climb a tall tree and rope himself into the tree so as not to fall
out during the night and watch for the Japanese. Because of the rough terrain, the top of the
tree could be within a few feet of the trail on the ridge next to the tree. After some particularly
horrible atrocities committed by the Japanese on the aborigines, Dad was on lookout and
spotted a patrol of several Japanese coming down the trail near him. He was really worried
because if they got a hint that he was there, he could not move to get away because he was
roped in the tree. As he was getting really worried, he heard a sound like a giant pair of scissors
snapping closed, and the heads of the Japanese patrol rolled down the hill near his position. He
verified later that the aborigines had taken revenge on the Japanese patrol.
New Guinea - Candy Bars
As children, we were especially excited when we got treats like candy bars because they didn’t
come very often in a year. However, we noticed that when we did get candy bars, Dad didn’t
take any. We figured he would take some in his lunch when he went to work, but he never did.
We wondered why not, but never got any real answer until we read the following:
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“Patrolling continued as the men waited for orders and for adequate supplies and ammunition.
Macarthur ordered General Kruger and General Siebert to prepare the men for their next
assignment. General Kruger demanded adequate ammunition and supplies for his men, many of
who had already had to endure a period of short supply that included food supplies consisting of
three chocolate bars to stretch through a week.” (Price, 6th Inf. Div.)
“Patrolling and preparing for combat continued. Slogging through mud and Jungle infested with
leaches and malaria-carrying mosquitoes, the men of the Sixth learned what it was like to sleep
in foxholes filled with mud and water smelling of mold and rotting vegetation. The men learned
that Jungle rot and fungus would not be confined to their feet, but would grow anywhere
opportunity arose.” (Price, 6th Inf. Div.)
Just thinking of being in the intense heat with all the diseases and the insects and nothing else
to eat gives me a feeling of why Dad would dislike candy bars until he was over 70 years old.
New Guinea - The Navy Knife
As we were growing up, we saw this knife that Dad had. Being kids, we thought the knife was
cool and maybe we could use it.

Figure 46- Dad's Navy Knife from New Guinea
Dad was adamant about us not using his knife. His explanation was that he had struggled to
find someone to trade that knife to him and it required a lot of “trade” to get it. We were a
little confused because it didn’t seem special or expensive to us so the knife became another
one of those unanswered oddities in our lives.
Many, many years later history gives us an explanation of Dad’s concern for the knife.
“Some men feared there would not be enough ammunition and wrote home for family members
to send them a knife in the realization that night fighting could mean hand-to-hand combat
when the ammunition ran out.“ (Price, 6th Inf. Div.)
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During the early maneuvers in New Guinea, the men resorted to fighting with anything at hand
including stove pipes (Division Public Relations, p. Foreword).
Dad has several photos from New Guinea in his photo album of a man in a navy hat which
makes us wonder if he was the source of the navy knife.

Figure 47 - Is this the person Dad got his knife from?

New Guinea - The Rain and Mud
There were a few times when the subject of rain and mud came up in regards to being in the
army and Dad would just scrunch up his face or say something like, “you haven’t seen any yet.”
I could understand a little better after seeing photos like the following:
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Figure 48 - Sgt. Carl Weinke and Pfc. Ernest Marjoram, Signal Corps cameramen, wading
through stream while following infantry troops in forward area during invasion at a beach in
New Guinea." T4c. Ernani D'Emidio, April 22, 1944. 111-SC-189623. National Archives

New Guinea - The Hammer
One report from one of Dad’s daughters relates that after one or two of the children left home,
Dad retold his army stories more frequently to the point that some of the children at home
pooh-poohed them as not true. This caused Dad to solemnly and somewhat angrily swear that
every one of those stories were absolutely true. One of those stories was about a ball-peen
hammer which Dad said he attached to his wrist with a length of leather for hand-to-hand
fighting.
When Dad returned home, he suffered with nightmares the rest of his life, and one of the
phrases he often repeated in his nightmares was, “Hit him. Hit him with the hammer.”
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New Guinea – Travels of the 6th Division
We know Dad started at Milne Bay and participated in the battle at Maffin Bay (Lone Tree Hill)
and we assume he went on to Sansapor with his unit.

Figure 49 - Progress of 6th Div. in the Southwest Pacific
Hilhilai Plantation, Milne Bay, New Guinea – June 1, 1944
On this date, the Company Morning Report for Company D, 20th Infantry records that they were
stationed at Hihilai Plantation at Milne Bay and had left to complete a 2-day regimental
problem and had returned. The report states that there were 152 enlisted men and 8 officers
in the company. (Company Morning Reports, Appendix B.)
At Sea – New Guinea – June 4, 1944
On this date, the Company Morning Report for Company D, 20th Infantry shows that Company D
(159 men) left at 8:30, embarked on USAT, destination unknown. (Company Morning Reports,
Appendix B.)
Toem, New Guinea – June 11, 1944
“Soon, the Division was ordered aboard LSTs headed for a landing at Finchhaven for more
supplies and their first major offensive at Toem at Maffin Bay in Dutch New Guinea.” (Price, 6th
Inf. Div.)
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On this date, the Company Morning Report for Company D, 20th Infantry shows that Company D
was at sea from 5 June to 10 June, on June 11 debarked from USAT 1600 hours at Toem, New
Guinea, (next to Lone Tree Hill) and moved inland 300 yds by foot and moved into night
bivouac. (Company Morning Reports, Appendix B.)

Figure 50 - Map of Area Around Lone Tree Hill at Maffin Bay
Maffin Bay, Dutch, New Guinea – June 16, 1944
On this date, the Company Morning Report for Company D, 20th Infantry states that 2 officers
and 2 enlisted men were attached to the First Platoon of Co A, 20th Infantry for patrol, left
bivouac 0800, returned 1500, no casualties. (Company Morning Reports, Appendix B.)
The Battle for Lone Tree Hill, Maffin Bay, New Guinea – June 20, 1944
The Japanese were well entrenched in and around three coral hills that were thick with Jungle.
The Japanese were ready for the Americans and were protected by caves and by earthened,
well-camouflaged fortifications that honeycombed the area and were designed to ambush the
Americans and to protect the Maffin Airdrome. It was a trap. But to take the Airdrome, the
Strong Point at Lone Tree and the other adjacent hills had to be eliminated. Lone Tree Hill was
one of the first encounters by United States forces with Japanese Cave and Tunnel Warfare and
the battle for Lone Tree Hill was to prove to be as severe as any fought in the Pacific (Price, 6th
Inf. Div.).
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The men of the 6th Division entered battle on June 20, 1944 against the full strength of the
Japanese. By the time the 6th Division was assigned to relieve the 158th Regiment, the 158th had
lost seventy dead and two hundred fifty-seven wounded.
“The 20th Infantry regiment was in for a night in hell. With nightfall came the rain and with the
dark came a brutal and furious Japanese counter offensive from all around the two battalions.
American Machine Guns and BAR’s opened up to screams of “banzai” as the Japanese charged
the perimeter ring as they came. The Japanese emerged from (tunnels) inside the perimeter and
some of the fighting disintegrated into hand-to-hand combat. Soon even the supply lines would
be cut off as the Japanese fought to work their lines behind the two battalions to cut them off
from the rest of the Sixth Division. Their 75mm mountain guns were rolled out to open up on the
American forces below. As the rain came down in sheets from the pitch-black sky.” (Price, 6th Inf.
Div.)
“Still the Japanese appeared inside the perimeter and the fighting disintegrated into hand-tohand combat. Some (Japanese) wearing American uniforms and employing American weapons
used this as a ploy to get inside the American lines.” “The night and the rain came again and
the men used their helmets to catch it, refilling their canteens.” (Price, 6th Inf. Div.).
“In the rear, the fighting became so desperate to break through the Japanese fortifications and
reach the trapped battalion that no one was spared from combat duty. … The fighting for
everyone was intense and the casualties came, even from friendly fire as the 6th Division
learned, at high cost, the danger and confusion of doing battle in the Jungle at night.” (Price, 6th
Inf. Div.).
“With the assistance of the 1st and 63rd Infantry Regiments, and the full resources of the entire
Division, the 20th Infantry took Lone Tree Hill and at a high cost.” (Price, 6th Inf. Div.).
“The 20th Infantry Regiment, which had spent four desperate days and three hellish nights on
Lone Tree Hill was relieved on June 25th by the 63rd Infantry Regiment which … finished the
fighting and the securing of Lone Tree Hill.” (Price, 6th Inf. Div.).
“During the ten days from June 20 to June 30, 1944, in the Battle for Lone Tree Hill, the
Sightseeing Sixth had suffered over eight hundred casualties, including over 150 killed in action.
… More soldiers died in other battles in New Guinea, but the battle for Lone Tree Hill
represented the bloodiest 10 days of the New Guinea Campaign.” (Price, 6th Inf. Div.).
Snake River, Dutch, New Guinea- June 22, 1944
On this date, the Company Morning Report for Company D, 20th Infantry states that the
company moved 200 yds West and extended perimeter defense around Co. B, 20th Inf. No
Casualties. (Company Morning Reports, Appendix B.)
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Snake River, Dutch, New Guinea- June 23, 1944
On this date, the Company Morning Report for Company D, 20th Infantry states that one
enlisted man was killed and two enlisted men were wounded in action by machine gun and rifle
fire. The company remained in perimeter defense near Snake River. (Company Morning
Reports, Appendix B.)
Mouth of Snake River, Dutch, New Guinea- July 1, 1944
On this date, the Company Morning Report for Company D, 20th Infantry states that Company D
withdrew from perimeter defense near Snake River, moved to mouth of Snake River, and
relieved Co H, 1st Inf. in perimeter defense. Company D remained in this location throughout
the month of July and according to the morning reports lost 23 or more men because of
wounds or death. (Company Morning Reports, Appendix B.)
To Sansapor, New Guinea – July 30, 1944
The role of the 20th Infantry regiment in Sansapor is unknown at this time as is Dad’s activities
at this location. The following history gives some information on this time period.
“On the extreme western tip of New Guinea lies the Vogelkop Peninsula jutting out like a giant
bird’s head. There, at Cape Sansapor, after a massive bombardment of the coast, the 6th
Division landed unopposed on the morning of July 30, 1944.”
“The Japanese at Sansapor were poorly organized and most were not looking for a fight. At
Sansapor, the 6th Division set to work, almost immediately, to build a large airstrip for
continuing the assault northward to the Philippines and Borneo. Throughout the 6th Division’s
stay at Sansapor, it would be involved in intensive Jungle patrolling …” (Price, 6th Inf. Div.)
“The heaviest casualties at Sansapor were from the Jungle. An outbreak of scrub typhus in an
area of Kunai Grass brought with it nine dead. In the weeks ahead more than 1800 cases of
scrub typhus were treated by Red Star Medics working for 24 hour stretches or longer in
treating the stricken men. With scrub typhus, a disease carried by a tiny mite, the afflicted
soldier would have malaria-like symptoms which nothing, including atabrine could treat. Many
would simply experience fevers and chills until they died. Simple treatment for fever, hope, and
time were the only remedy. For many of the afflicted who did survive, the remedy was
evacuation. For them, their war in the Pacific was over.” (Price, 6th Inf. Div.)
For soldiers not evacuated, much time and energy were spent combating the jungle diseases
including scrub typhus.
“Areas of Kunai Grass were burned and the Jungle was sprayed with DDT. Swamps were
drained. All clothing was washed in a soup of DDT. Men dusted themselves with DDT. No one
forgot to wear his clothing which was both dusted and soaked in DDT.”
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“During their time in Sansapor, the 6th Division continued to patrol and train deep into the
Jungle, preparing for their next assignment.”
“On December 29, 1944, the men set sail from Cape Sansapor (for the Philippines) thankful that
they were finally leaving the Jungles of New Guinea hoping never to return.” (Price, 6th Inf. Div.)
Dad Back to the U.S. – January 13, 1945
Dad evidently did not go on to the Philippines with his unit as he arrived back in the US on 13
Jan 1945. He spent some time at Camp Carson, Colorado as evidenced by a postcard pack
mailed from there to his wife in Waynesville, Missouri. The postcard pack lists his unit as
Company 25, Battalion 6, Recon Section and we have not been able to find any information on
this unit.
We presently have no information about this period of Dad’s military life up until the time of his
discharge.

Figure 51- Back of Postcard Pack from Camp Carson, CO.
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Figure 52- - Front of Postcard Pack from Camp Carson, CO.
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri – Dad Discharged October 3, 1945
Sometime before he was discharged, Dad was assigned to the 47th General Hospital in Jefferson
Barracks, Missouri, where he was separated from the service on 3 Oct 1945. The types and
extent of his injuries are presently unknown.

Figure 53 - One of Dad's Postcards of Jefferson Barracks
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Figure 54 - Jefferson Barracks Post Card - Front

Dad spent 5 yrs 6 mo and 26 days in the army in the continental US and 1 yr 0 mo 3 days in
foreign service (New Guinea). During the New Guinea campaign, he was listed as a Heavy
Mortar Crewman. He was awarded a Bronze star during the campaign. The reason for the
Bronze Star is also unknown at this time.
After his discharge he was authorized to wear the Asiatic Pacific Theatre Campaign Ribbon, and
the American Defense Service Ribbon with 2 Overseas Bars.

Screams of War – Jefferson City, Missouri
Mother tells the story of the first night Dad was home and they had gone to bed when Dad
started shouting in his sleep. Mother put her hand on his shoulder and later said: “It was like a
spring releasing. He was instantly on his feet in the bed still yelling and she was knocked over in
the corner between the bed and the wall. He quickly woke up and apologized. Mom said that
she had learned her lesson and each time he began yelling in the night, she would quickly and
quietly get out of bed and throw a shoe or other object at Dad until he woke up. We children
laughed at her story because we had the impression of a nice camp during the war with a
couple of uncomfortable situations and could not fathom what would make our father wake up
almost every night screaming and yelling reliving his war experiences. This continued until the
day he died. Now we have a name for this behavior--PTSD, Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.
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Appendix A - Documents
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Figure 55-Separation Papers for Honorable Discharge
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Figure 56- Honorable Discharge Certificate
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Figure 57 - Herbert and Genave's Marriage License
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Appendix B – Morning Reports
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Appendix C – Additional
Photos
Additional Photos from Herbert William Twyman’s Photo Album (old 6th Division embossed
photo album).

The photos in this section were from Dad’s military service, but I have not discovered any
definite location or time period for most of them.
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Figure 58- Herbert William Twyman
The first picture above was taken at Fort Leonard Wood as evidenced by the background being
the same as in other pictures taken at that time. The second picture is taken at an unknown
location and time.

Figure 59 - Herbert William Twyman - 2 more photos
In the first picture Dad has no stripes on his uniform which indicates this picture was taken in
1939 or 1940 as his Fort Leonard Wood pictures shows him with one stripe. The second picture
is taken at an unknown location but before 1945.
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Figure 60 - Inside and Outside of a Coney Island stand suspected to be in South Carolina-this
photo was located in the front of Dad's album indicating it was taken early in his military service

Figure 61 - Dad on car with 1941 Iowa license plate - this may have been when his unit was
helping with the National Rifle Matches

Figure 62 - Truck from 62d CA Btry C
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Figure 63 - Trucks with Guns

Figure 64 - Truck with Speakers???

Figure 65 - Truck from 2nd Signal Company
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Figure 66 - Tanks 1, 2, and 3

Figure 67 - More Tanks
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Figure 68 - The man in the first picture appears in several pictures. The man in the second
picture looks like a drill sergeant ??

Figure 69 - More Army People
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Figure 70 - One of the Places Where Dad's Unit Camped

Figure 71 - This looks like the same camp
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Figure 72 - Another of Dad's Military Camps

Figure 73 - Another Camp

Figure 74 - Another Camp - at some fairgrounds??
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Figure 75 - Yet another camp

Figure 76 - Aerial View of one of Dad's Military Camps
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Figure 77 - Closer Aerial View of Previous Camp

Figure 78 - Another Camp - This time in the trees.
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Figure 79 - Photos of Various Unknown Persons

Figure 80 - I think these two pictures are of the same two people
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Figure 81 - Dad was trained in operating machine guns and has several pictures of them.

Figure 82 - More Machineguns

Figure 83 - And More Machineguns
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Figure 84 - Dad also was a heavy mortar crewman.

Figure 85 - Mortar Setup
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Figure 86 - Truck W311740 - Dad has many pictures of this truck – many locations unknown

Figure 87 - Truck W311740 crossing the Missouri River Bridge at Jefferson Cit;y, MO.
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Figure 88 - 20th Regiment HQ Bldg at Fort Leonard Wood

Figure 89- 182nd Field Artillery Band at Fort Leonard Wood
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Figure 90 - Small Plane and Dirigible - I am pretty sure the aerial photos in Dad's album were
taken by these two airships

Figure 91- DC-4 with tail number NX 18100
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Figure 92 - I don't know why this was in Dad's album.

Figure 93 - Zoo pictures appear early in Dad's album – was this in South Carolina.
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Figure 94 - Another Zoo Picture
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Appendix D – Paper Copies of
Histories
A Brief History of the Twentieth Infantry Regiment

A Brief History of the 6th Infantry Division

A History of the 6th Infantry Division 1939-1945
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