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THE OFERATIONS OF THE 3RD BN. 20TH Iﬂrmmzl(ﬁ'rﬁ INF. DIV,)
IN A COMBAT PATROL IN NORTHERN LUZON, 5 - 22 JULY 1945
’ (LUZON CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experisnce of a Battallon S-3)
| | INTRODUGTTON -

This monograph covers the operations of the 3rd Bn, 20th Infantry 6th

. S, Division, in a combét pairol in northern Lugan, 5-22 July 1945. -

~ For purpese of orientation the writer will begin with ‘the start of the
opera.’dions of the 20th Infan‘ar:?' 6th U. 8. D._{via_ion on 9 January .191‘5;' when
the unit landed a8 part of the lst Corps 6th Amy in the Dagupan-Hangaldan
area on the island of Iugon. The mission of the 6th Division naa to'dsptroj
host.m forces, seize and secure an Army beachhead in the Corps' zme of
action, As far as the regiment was concerned, the landing.ua. ﬁnopposed.
(1) (See Map 1)

The 20th Infantry advanced imland and on 16 January encountered its .
firat actlion in the Cabarun Hills located 4 few miles north of the town of
Villasis, The advangs of the unii continued wntil they srrived at the town
of Munoz. It was here bhat the 20th Infantry fought a succesaful battle
against a combined force of Japanese tanks, infantry, and artillery. The
unlt proceeded to Bongabon with the exception of Gompany L which was sent
to Balar-Béy on the east coast of Imgon. (2}

The 20th Infamtry then moved south and on 17 February passed to the
control of the lith Corf:s and beoame.engagﬁd in the.-shimbu Line east of
Manila, Here the 20th Infantry participated in some very tough fighting
and on 18 April was reliavéd and passed under control of the Provost
Marshal Gensral Usaffs for garrison duty in Manila. (3)

History had repeated itself and for the 3rd time since its activation,
the 20th Infantry found itself on duty in Manila. The mission in the war
torn city'was chisfly assisting regular M,P.!'s in traffic control and in

(1: 2y 3) A-1

{4) Eys witness, self; (5) A~2; (6, 7) A-3, p. 3-b.



The ememy had no air cover, and, as a result, had been deprived of offen-
sive capabilitiss, being forced into terrain that was unsuitable for
maneuver but favorable for delaying action, (8) _

#At 0001, 1 July 1945, as diragtad by Operations Instructions 106,
GenaraL Headquarteras, Southwest Pacific Area, 31 May 1945, the Command-
ing General, Sixth Army, passed the responsibility for all tactical and
logistical missions on Lugon to the Commanding Gensral, Eighth Army.
#ith this asaumption of reapopsibility, the Commsnding General, Eighth
Army, assumed control of IIV Corps, composed éf-tha éth, 32nd, 3Tth,
and 43rd Divisions, Philippine Guerrilla Forces, North Luzon, all other
guerrdila units on Luzon, Philippine Army Units attached for tactical
oparations and supporting combst and service unlts, Other major combat
units on Luzon, together with supporting combab and service units, re—;
mained under control of the Commanding General, Sixth Army, %o train and
rehabilitate for future operations against the Japanese Bmpire.® (9}
(See Map 2} ”

The 20th Infantry, oommanded by Colonel Paul H, Mahoney, was given
the mission of securing Highway 5 in the Division zone, to seize Jonss,
and to make extensive reconnaissance of the Dibuluan and Dabubu RHiver
Valleys, and %o reconnoltar eaét from Ilagan to Palanan Bay, dsatfoying
all enemy. The 3rd Battalion was assigned the area from Ilagan to
Pslanan Bay. (1G) |

GECGRAPHICAL FEATURES

The terrain over which the operations of the 3rd Battalion, 20th
Infantry took place was vériad. Highway 5, the main axis of communication
for the regiment, was an improved road and one of Luzon's best highways.
The route léadihg from Naguilian to San Hariano was an unimproved road

for approximately ons half the distance, and mas flanked by open rolling

(8) a-3, p. 3—6; (9) &~1; (10) A=i.



cgﬁntry. The remaining distance was little more then a wida__ trail
surrounded by dense undergrowth, _

The town of San Mariano is surrcunded almost cqmpletﬁly by a horse~
“shoe-like bend of the Pinacanan-de Ilagan River, which st this point ‘is
about fifty to one hundred yards wmide and too deep to be forded by a man,
Pacing the town of San Hariaho, on the east side of the river, is a '
cliff sbout one hundred feet high, going almost straight up. The trail,
now only wide anough for one man to pass anot'..her, goes over thia cliff,
The cliff levels off to form a platesau which is covered with secondary
growth, and the trail continued over this plategu %o the D:lsabnngm
River which is waist deep and about £ifty yards wide, The trail them
reaches Abbatuan which is at the foot of two high hille reaching an
elevatiﬁﬁ of four hundred feet, These hills are coﬁmd with a dense
undergrowth and thick forest, 3o thick that one can hardly see the aky.
The ground again bscomes a platean for several thousand yards uniil the
foothills of the Sierra Madre mountains are réacned, The slevation at
the town of Awbsbu is 1500 feet, where the Sierra Madre Range begins,
These mountaina para.l.lu. the cast cosst of northern Luzon for more than
two hundred miles rising to more than 6000 fest and extending fran twenty
to thirty miles in width, This range bara the approach to the Cagayan
Valley from the east and is rough, unmapped, umxplorod country in most
sections., It was over this terrain that t‘.ﬁe traii led to Palanan Bay.
(11 and 12)

THE 3ED BATTALION 20TH INFANTRY ALONG HIGHWAY S

VICINITY OF ILAGAN 5 JULY 1945 |
On 5 July 1945, the 3rd Battalion, commsnded by Lte Col. Arthur C.

L 3

Bonnycastle, relieved elements of the 37th Divielion ainng Bi.ghiay Se
The mission of the Battalion was to guard the highway in its sector,
Paying particular attention to all bridges, to patrol vigorously &nd to

{(11) a~1; (12) Eye witness, self,




wipe out all enemy resistance in the Bsttalion szone. (See Map 3) (13)

On the same day, the Battallon Commander ordered Captain Albert de
Charlercy, commanding Company I, to leave a skeleton force consisting of '
one platoon plus a plateon of Filipine Guerrilla trocps to serve as
highway and bridge guards, and tp move the remainder of his company as
far as possible by motor domwn the uninproved road ranning east from -
Highway 5 vicinity of Naguilian east to 3an Mariano, to detruck, proceed
by marching, and to capture the town of Sen Mariano, The road over.
which Company I traveled was passsble by 2k tom truck about five miles
or one half the distance to the objective. Company I dismounted here
- and proceeded in a column of twoa.alnng $he road, which was nnu.littlp.
betitar than a wide trail with dense undergrowth op both sides. (14)
(See Map 3)

dbout 1500, while the troops were resting, the Company Commander
and the Battaiion $5-3, together with two Filipinos advanced to the oute
sicirts of San Marisno, where a small party of Japs was encountered. One
of the Filipinos was dispatched beck to the company for & platoon which
came forward to the Company Gammander whe deployed his troops, and,
after a small fire fight, moved into the town, which proved to have a
population of about a hundred people who had evacuated bacause of. .

- Japanese cccupatinn. The Company Cammandar of Company I set up his
cammaﬁd Pogt here, which was to be the base of operations from which
the main setion was to emanate. (15)

On 6 July, Company K, ccamanded by Captain Raymond Hensley was in—
structed to leave its present location vicinity Ilagan and to reconnoiter
the east bank of the Pinacuan de Ilsgan River, going from Ilasén to San
ligriano and to contact Company I, The misaion of Company K was to patrol
a‘ggressiwly.and to wipe out all remaining eneﬁ!y resistance in the arsa.
K Company scﬁomplished this mission in thrse days, and en % July, jolned
I Company in San Mariano, Compsny K hiad encountersd only smsll groups of
#tragglars, some of whom ware killed and others taken priaqnér. (16)

(14, 15, 16) Bye witness, self



The main problem encouniered here was one of supply and the Battalion
Commarnder began to realize that supply would be his most difficult problem
“to solve in all operstions in this sector. GCompany K was supplied first
by carrier and then by wster, The first day a anrficient ngmber of -
¢ivilian carriers was obtained to supply Gompany K, It was after this
first carrylng party reached Compary K that an unfortunate accident
occurred, The Company was im tsctical bivousc, and as is usually the
case, the arrival of the supply train crssted some little excitement,
-The supplies ﬁera broken down and distributed and.the carriere wore |
dispersed in the peritnatef foz_.-.'t.ho night. Carelessmess on the part of
an attached machine gunner from Company M resulted in the machinengunning
of saveral of the carrylng party. This occurred when one of the csrriers,
in looking at the gun, meiden’ba].ly squﬂesad the trigger. Ho onhs was
kilied, bui saveral were wounded, and attEmpts to secure carriers for a
day or two were rutiLe. Another means of transporiing suppliss was
sought, and the result was the use of water transportation, The Regimental
S-k had secured & dukw and éupplins were brought down the Ilagan River,
This means of transportation was only fair becguse of the slowness of the
vehicle on water and the exposure of the occupants Lo possible eremy
fire, Several times the dukw was grounded on sand bars.  Attempls were
made to travel aleng thase sand bars where they sesmed {irm enough, but
proved unsstisfaotory as ths vehiole bogged down and fleld expedients
had.ta be employed In extricating it. Ib was finally decided to trawel
sntirely by water, which was slower but surer, (17) |

Having completed their mission, Banpauy.ﬁ returned to Ilagan and
took up positions guarding the highway.

During the period 69 July, Company I was patrolling the Sen Mariano

ares within a radius of two miles and captured small groups of prisoners,

(17) Eye-witness, self,



(I .

On one paﬁrol, a platoon reported to have reached the toﬁn of Dibuluan..-

(See Map 3), Whether this report resulted frem an error in map reading

or wheﬁher the enemy had changed laca’loions. was paver ascartained, FHow-

ever the report was to prove siighily embarrassing at a later date. (18)
_ PLANNING THS PATROL _

On 8 Jaly, whils K Gompan& and I Company had been on Lhe afarementioned
nissions, the 3rd Battalion received an order to send a patrol consisting
of a reinforced platoon to Palanan Bay on the east coast of luzom, a
distance of approximately forty five miles over unexplored ensmy held
territory. The mission was te reach the coast and return, destroying all
enemy. - | _

The Battallon Commander decided to take the platoon from Compary L,
_commanded by Captain Leo Lewis, The platoon was to be reinforced by one
light machine gun.a.n_d one 6€Jm mortar and crews, and three men from the
Battalion Intelligence Section, making a total of fifty men. 1t was
decided to have twoe self-propelled mounts from Cannon Company started
over the trail for Sen Mariaro wiﬁh the idea of getiing as far east as
they conld, and to offer surport as long as possible, The Battary
Commander of G Battery 5lst Field aArtillery Ba_tt_.alibn made the trip toward
San Mariano but said thai due 1o road conditions he could not get his
Battery near enough to support the patrol.

The order uas.written' and the geseral plan was to use I Company's
Command Post at San Mariano for the Battalion formard Command Post and,
as steted befors, this tqun wa2 1o be the base of operstions., One plabtoon
of Company I was to remain at San Mariano to set up s supply base and to
mcm carriers. The remainder of the company, consisting of two
platoons a.nd Company Headquarters, was to lead the patrol as far as
Dibuluan (ses Map 3) to estahlish a strong point there. Its miseien

(18) Bye-witness, self,



was to secure the trail between San Mariano and Dibuluan. Company L
was then Lo pass Company I and pr_oceed to Ambabu and carry ocut & similar
migsglon between Dihﬁluan and Ambabu. The platoon chosen for the miesion
of going to the east coast naa to continue frqm here, accompanied by one
hundred carriers if possible to get them. (19) _

Supply was to be accomplished for the Battallen by carrier amd it
was .hoped to supply the patrel by air if necessary, however no promise
of an air drop could be cbtained fmn highey headquarters. Water wae to
be aeeured fm.the numercus streama, Evacuation was to be by carriar.
Thiea fact did little to halp the mra.le of the t.roops on the march,

‘Communication was to be carried on by putting an scr 694 and a ser
300 at San Mariane. The 694 was uaed for calling back t-o__Batta.lion Head~
quarters on Highway 5. The 300 was to be used for contacting Company i's
300. Company L and the Patrol were alse to carry scr 300's. o

‘The Ammnition and Pioneer Platoon was to work on the trail from
Highway 5 to San Mariano and :.ittempt to make it j:assable for guarter ton
truek traffic, This entsiled constructing smgll bridges ard cordurcying
the trail in many spots. No engineers were a\railéble for the 3rd Bat-
talion at this time. | |

Little wes lkmown aboub the enemy situstion mept that the Japanese
had been encountered in smsll greups on previaua patrole, The trail
lsading to Palanan Bay, however, wss suspected of being occupied in some
strength by the ememy living in the mountains or attempting to reach the -
oast coast, having been drives from Highway 5 by the Spearbeading 37th
 Division. (20)

THE PATROL |

Company I left Sar Nariano on 9 July, Filipine guides had been
secured none of whom had ever made the trip over the Sierra Madre moun-
tains, but who volunteered to lead the patrol as long as was desired.

(19, 20) Bye-mitness, self,



The formation used was merely single file with scouts out about twenty
five yards in front and intervals about two bundred yards between pla-
toons. Ko flank security was put out because of the rough terrain off
the treils (21) | | |

About 1500 Company I crossed the Dﬁabungan River and reached
Abbatuan, a barrio of approximately ten abandoned huts which showed signs
of recept enemy oceupation. The barrio was quickly searched and Company
I prepared to move on. The trail led across a flat streteh of open
ground for about a thousand yards and them up an abrupt densely wooded
ineline, The Iirst platoon of Company I started across the open stretch
and had gone about a hundred yvards when enemy automatic fire forced ithem
to hit the ground and take whatever cover they could find. (22) (Ses Map 4)

.Ths fire was coming from twe hills to Company I's immediate front
and about at an. 800 yerd range. The trail led wp uﬁr one of thess hills.
Fortunately, the enemy had opened fire too scon te c#nsq.nnah damage,
but the lst platoon of Company I could not advance or withdram mithout
suffering aqveré casualties, The 2nd platoon, at this stage, withdrew
%o high ground to the north of the trail, deployed, and proceeded to
open fire in the general directien of the enmemy, While this platoon
fired, the first platoon infilirated back cut of the danger area. The
Company Commander then withdrew his two platoons to a defiladed position
and éeéided he would try to get some supporting fire before continuing.(23)

The Battalion formard Command Post at San Marianc was contacted and
it was learned from the Batialion Commander that the two self-propelled
mounts ware in position aﬁout & mile west of the forward Command Post and
that the cannon platocon leader was on his way forward with the Regimental
Inteiligance and Reconnaissance Platcon. The. communication set up here
was shat the Ser 300 of cannon company was put on the same wave lsngth
as the Ser 300 at the;iorward Command Post which could contact the
advﬁnce.elamgnta of Company I. The advance elements, hewever, could not

-

(21, 22, 23} Bys-suitness, self,



contact the guns and firing orders had to be relayed, (24)
| The Battalion S~3 then decided not to waste time uaiting for the
Cannon Platoon lesder's arrival but te fire the csnnens himself, miy
a genaral idea of the .gun position was kmown and the exact locatiom of
the observation post was not certain, The S5-3 took an ser 300 gnd two
riflemen, went forward in dense undergrowth to s position where the
enemy ctla-uld be seen., The range was estimated at 10,000 yards and the
asimuth at 1600 or due east, a round of smoke was called for and the
round hit in the general ares, Adjusiments were made and effective fire
was placed on the enemy smplacements as was attested to the following
morning when Company I overran the enemy positions. (25)

an 1nt.eras‘bing sidelight to this action was the fact that the |
Intelligenca and Recomnaiésance Platoon under Lt, Felix, a Fi_l_'i.pino—
American Officer, had samehow missed the trail which had branched, and
they found f;themaelwé in the open area near Abbatuan when they heard
the artillery fire passing over their heads and landing in the area to
their front. Sensing something was amiss, they held up and were con-
tacted by a squad of men from c@pam’ I who brought the I, and ﬁ. '
Platoon to Company Its area, ﬁis-lmival of the I; and R, FPlatoon did
not particularly overjoy the members of the rd Battallon, as it was
fo]_.t tha§ this platoon was usaally sent aleng as a check on the tactical
wit engaged, There was nothing psrticularly tangivle to this feeling;
however, it did exist. Probably this was due to reports of progress
sent back to Headquarters varying somewhat according te individusls
reporting, (26)

The time was ﬁcm about 1630 and Caapany I decided to bivouac an
high ground, 800 yards north of Abbatuan., At this time the firest alements
of Company L, which had been traveling fast, were contacted, and both
compa:;ias proceeded 4o set up for the nights Each company picked high

ground and went into a perimeter; mutually supporting fires wers arranged

{214, 25, 26) Eye witness, self.



as well as could be in the situstion. Local securit} patrols were

sent out a few hundred yards before dark and mortars were fired for
adjustmsnt in several avenues.of approach to the sreas., Just ebout
dark, a Filipino youth came into the perimeter with a mote written in
English, This note was from s Filipino collaborator gtating that he
n:f.;shsd to mu'r_end.er to Americaﬁ troops and dsaimd- safa conduct to
proper authorities for a trial, Ome of the Fi:lipiné guides was c¢alled
and asked if he knew ths writer, He said that he did and veferred 1o
the writer as "the Mayor of Gemu", a very bad man and friend of the
Japanesa , .Tha guide suggeated tﬁat a group of american troups go after
this m. This plan was rsjectsd however, since the move could not be
accomplished before dark, A note was sent to the collaborstor bjr the
original messsge bearsr to the effect that if he came in, ba would be
safe guarded and taken to anthoritiss but that he should wait until
morning. The point behind the original mesQage was that the writer was
afraid of reprisal by his cduntrmen and trusted only the imericans.
The decision againat going aftar the man was made because this wmas not
the miaai.on of the Patrel and because t.his night. prove to be an asmbush,
"The Mayor of Gamu® was picled up on the return trip by 2 carrying party
and was brought back to Battslion Hesdguarters where he mas thoroughly
é.ross examined by Counter I;;t,_alligenc'a.. Gdrps men, His finagl disposition
was a trial by civilian authorities, the result of which is not knowm to
the writer at this time,  (27) -

The two companies arose about OTOO on the morning of 10 July. It
was 0930 before Campany I got under way. In the mesntime, the Battalion
- Commander had talked to both the Commander of Company I and the Se3
gsoveral times concerning the delay. Evident.ly the Batta.lion Commander
was under pressure from higher headquart.era or mas justly anxious for

his units to be moving sggressively. At this point a questlon arcse as

(27) Eye witness, self



to how enemy troops happened to be encountered here sinca Company I
had reported having had a patrol ss far as Dibuluan, and 1t was thought
that the enemy were retreating east. The point was never pushad,. how—
ever, gnd was soon forgottenm., (28)

OVERRUNNING 4 JAPANESE STRONG POINT

The plen of attack was for Company I's two platoons to advance due
- 9ast through densely wocded areas gbout 800 yards north of the trall
and to oross the open valley where it wﬁs_ less than 100 yards wide,
(See Map 4). It was almost necessafy to cross the open area sonewhere
because of the nature of the terrsin, which was such that it conld not
be advantageously by-passed. Company L took positioﬁu on high ground
overlooking the valley, and when Cempany I had reached the edge of the
clegring, the Cannon Company platoon leader put down as heavy s barrage
as was possible with two Ilﬁm Howitzers, Company I, led by their
cmm Commander, got aecross thia clearing without drawing fire, and
~ sdvanced slowly through the donse undergrowth on each side of the trail,
which rose very abruptly o a height of hﬂO feet. The Japanese positian
wes overrun and twelve aneny were killed, with no casualties sustained
by Compeny l. It was estimated from the supplies, gun positions, and
dugouts, that there had been gbout 1 enemy and that those left bshind
were a covering force for the others who had withdrawn. This proved
fortunste for Company I because a force of this gtrength could have
stopped the patrel and inflicted heavy casualties, but evidently the
Cannon Company fire had discouraged sn already disheartened foe, Whate
sver the reason for the mithdrawal was, Company I did not gquibble, but
accepted it as a fortune of war. (29) (-?;ee Hap 4) -
| The advance now was cautious, and Company I now moved slowly over
the rough trail slong which wes found, in addition to Japanese equipment,
‘surrender leaflets which had been dropped by American planes. i‘héaa loaf-
lets at this time, did not sesm remunerative, but did help the morale of

the American troops.

(28, 29) Eye witness, self.




That our program caused concern to the enemy command is shown by the
following axtract from a document which wmas eap-t.urejd garlier in the Lugzon

*The enemy has recently bam_wid&ly scattering propagands leaflets
atating that the Luzon operation has beem favorable to him 'and that anti-
war feeling is rising smong our troops. Thnrérure,-.qach unit will have ita
officera and men recognize that in actuality the Lazon operation has been
favorable to us and at the sam® time wlll make pa.rtic&lar effort to raise
morale of troops, Furthermore, when lsaflsts are found, they #ill be
Handled over to superiors at once, and it is prohibited for officers and men
in general to keep them,® (30) | _

A% 1730 on 10 July, Company I reached its destination st Dibuluan,
which had been burned down and showsd no signs of inhabitants. Cempany L
closed in to the ares at 1800 and both companies dug in for the night,

The country in this area was not 'woded nor wad there much vegetation to
speak of, and it was possible to. see quite a distance, This fact helped
all feel a bit more sscurs.  Lookouts were posted with glasses and one of
them located a growp of ten enemy ahlaut. a.mila\auay, -The Gomsanding Officer
of Compeny I quickly assembled a squsd and & light machine gun and led them
several hundred yards toward the enemy, who had not seen our troops. This
'squad went into position, opened fire, amd killed several of the enemy
before they realized what was happening., The morale in Company I was now
high, for they had resched their destination and had secured themsalves on
advantageous terrain, (31) (SIG Map 3)

The following mormning, 1l July, after a short discussion, it was
deoided to pstrol to the flapks of the trail instead of continuing om
immediately, The reason mwas to mske sure t-h#t no large bodies of enemy
troops would be encountered before Company L continued on and our forces
wore split, The result of the day's pa.trollihg was no enemy enccuntered,

(30) &5, p. 139; (31) Eye wiiness, self,
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but to everyone's surprise, sn Alamo Scout Tegem was found in the gres,
Notes were campéred but the only information of value was that another
scout team had landed by beat some months ago at Palanan Bay but what bhe
team had learned, the leader of the present téam did not kmow. (32)

- The lieutenant in command of the team'waa heeding for Highway 5 sfter
baving been out for oéer a wesek and 1;3 in need of supplies. Although the
scout team played no part in this action to speak of, the writer feels
that a description of a typical group of this nature could be given here,

The Algmo Scout Team was a valuable military organization designed to
give the 6th Army Headquarters an organic reconnaissance agency, and it
functioned under the Army G-2. A team was composed of six meh, one of
whom was an officer, usually of junior grade, The men had been selected
from units of the Sixth Army and were given a six week {raining course, in
which map reading, use of radios, sketching, combat intelligence; measage
writing, scouting, patrolling, and merksmanship in all wespons the secout
would use were st;esaed. ln additien, these men were given strenuocus
physical conditioning, Those not zeeting qualificatiéns were returned to
their units, The missicn of the teams was to collect information behind
enemy lines and to organize guerrila activities. (33)

THE FINAL PHASE OF THE PATROL

The patrol continued on the next day with a squad of Company I acting
as a point for Company L. This squad was to ac¢company Company L for tmo
hours and return to.campany Its command post now st Dibuluan. The journey
was uneventful until the lead-sqnad started across a stream about iwenty
five yards wide, The first scout was half way across when he was wounded
by enemy rifle fire. The squad quickly came up on 1ine, took up pesitions,
and opened fire while the second scout went forward and pulled his lead
gcoat to safety, The Cammgnding Officer of Gumpany.L quickly dispatched
two squads to go up and down the siream and pull a2 dauble envelopment whlle

he brought up a platoon to assist Company I's squad on the line it had

(32) Eye witness, self; (33} i-5, p. l01-119
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established, The _m.axisuver Waa qﬁckl;r accomplished, and ¢ xtrome care was
exercised so that the troops did not fire into each other, The move had
completely surprised the ehﬂmw and, as a result, soveral Japsnese were
Idlled and four captured, (34)

Company I's squad, assisted by Filipino carriers, started back with the
wounded men, a move which took two daya_to complete, Company L continued on
and on 13 July, arrived at their destination in Ambabu, & small uninhabited
barrio in the foothills of the Sierra Madre Mountains. It was from here that
the platoon was to continue om to Falanan Bay, which was still about twenty
miles away and over the mountgina, Orders were received st this time to the
effect that the 3rd Battalion was 1o hold its present locatioms, which it did.
For several days the companies patrolled thpir zones with no enemy contact.
Patrols from Company L went several ihousand yards east of smbabu, {(35)

. mEmm

On 18 July, the Battalion received orders that it was being relleved
in its asctor by elemente of the 32nd Division. Companies I and L were to
return to Highway 5. The Battalion mas to move by moter to the Ifugao
Country along Highway L, where it remained until the cessation of hostilities
with Japan, and participated in psace negotlations with General Yamashitd's
forces. For its operatimns during the perled 5-22 July, the Battallen |
received a written commendation from the Cemmanding General, ¢. BE. Hurdis,
(38)

o ANALYSIS AND GRITICISH

The operation of the units involved in this action, while not
spectacular as far as the number of enemy troops killed or captured is
concerned, did shom close ccoParatioh of a unit and the gbility to functian.
efficiently as a military organiszation, The tactical significance of .the
nigsion at the time was questioped by members of the.Battalian, however the
results of the patrol did reveal to higher headquarters what the situation

was in the area as far as the big picture was concerned,.

(34, 35, 36) Eye witness, self
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During Lhe action the enemy meraly'iaft the trail to the 3rd Battalionm,
- @specially as long as it was in strength, however, once ihe platoon had left
Ambabu, it would have bean eaay.prey for the enemy, The Japanese could have
¢ut the supply line ip hundreds of places, even between strong points held
by the companies.

Evacuation would have been well nigh inpossible once the platoon had
traveled any distance into the Slerra Madre Mountains, The one man that
was wounded near Dibuluaﬁ wa.g hé.uled by lif.:r.er for two ﬁa.ys. Troops,
eapecially seasoned cnes ar; comprised the units of the Battalion, .m quick
to nﬁtice these facts and the meorale ;lf even good units is destroyed. | _

The false report given by Company I could have caused sericus trouble,
In this case, however, it was never guestioned by higher hesdquarters,

Regiment had not }nfam_ed Batt_a;l_ion of the at.t'a.&!nant of the Intﬁlligeneg
and. Raconnaissahcé Platoon, and no plans had been made to supply them. Closer
eoordination between units in this case would have been better. The attache=
ing of twenty five men means twenty five niom rations to be fad 'nhezi
eupply was already & tough pfoja]__em. There was no need of the I. and R.
Plateon and sending them along was a duplication of effort. 'Caﬁpany I-.-
could have been badly shot up., had the enemy sxercised better fire discip-
line near Abbatuan, Ganpa:;y I showed the value of previous combat experience
when it soon worked out a solution and extricated itself Irdm a rough
gituation by employing fire and mtémant even though ihe movement was
backnard,

Much work was done by the Ammunition and Pionser Flatoon in getting |
the trail from Highway 51 to San Mariano open for 1/4 ton truek traffic end
.in helping to get the Cannon Company .mount-a over the trail se that they
oould get close enough %o supﬁart. the patrol,

The support given by the Cannon Flatoon was valu.g.ble, as was proven in
the action nesr Abbutuans Bvery effort should be made to furnish all missions
with suvpporting fires, as this is net only a materia.‘l_. aid, but serves as
a morale builder to the troops,

‘The assistance given by Filipino ecsrriers csnmot be praised enough.
These peopls, sturdy and brave, gave real help to the American sﬁldiera, and
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a mutual respect was malntained. Moreover, the asccomplishment of the
mission would have been impossible if these people had not offered their
assistance.

The officers on this patrol were not swayed from their mission when
an opportunlty presented inself to capture the collaborater. This showed
in a small way that they remewbered their miséicn and stuck te it,

The troops in this actiom, while not as cautions as they might have
been, especially as far as security measure were concerned, went about
performing their mission ia a military manner displaying a calmess and

coolness that comes only with experience gained from combat.

LESSONS

Some of the lessons learned from this operation are:
1. Supply and evacuation of wounded play an important part in any
type of military operation,

2, Cooperation of ¢ivilians can influence the accomplishment of a

3. All operations should have artillery support 1f possible,

4, Paychological warfare has a definite place in combat, and its
importance should not be belittled,

5. Units should be sure reports are true before they are submitted.

6. Members of lower unit staffs should not gquestion missions assigned.

7. CGood communlcations are essential to the success of military
cperations and ingenuity may be used occasionally in place of standing

cperating procedures.

(TRUE COPY TYPED FROM MICROFILM)
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