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MESSAGES 
 

From the President:  No comments 
available at this time. 

Cliffor Kessen, President (Cannon & K 
Co, 1st Inf 

From Thomas Price-Editor/ Website 
Historian:  
 
Or organization continues to perform the 
important public service of being the place 
learn about the US Army’s 6th Infantry 
Division.  We have many visitors, including 
family members of veterans, who learn 
(sometimes for the first time) the context and 
history of that soldier experience during the 
war.  Our contributors have always been the 
soldiers themselves, their family members, 
historians, amateur historians, and others 
who have taken the time to share.  There is 
nothing like us, because there is no one like 
the soldiers who served their nation.  
  

Of the few remaining veteran, including Clifford 
Keesen and Roger Copinger, we are honored to 
have you with us still.  Our primary tool for historic 
preservation and education is our website which I 
hope that all of you can visit frequently.  
 
It is important that you tell us your stories so that 
we can preserve and share them. 
 
Many of you have stories to tell us. I encourage 
you to get in touch with us and get involved 
helping to preserve and expand our resources for 
doing so. 
 
Your support continues to be vital and your 
contributions including your time, and your 
irreplaceable stories of service or those of your 
family members continues inspire us all.  The 6th 
Infantry Division’s Sightseers will not fade away.  
 
You can contact me at: admin@6thinfantry.com, 
or me or Danny Thomas at: info@6thinfantry.com. 
 
Thomas Price, Editor Website Historian,(son of 
Robert E. Price, 63rd Inf Co. D, L & Hq.)  
 
 
 

 

 

NATIONAL OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES 
NATIONAL OFFICERS 
Sept.  2020 to Sept.  2021 

 
PRESIDENT  

Kessen, Clifford (Cannon & K 
Co, 1st Inf. Reg.-6th Inf. Div.) 
 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Copinger, Jr,, Roger (Co.F, 
63rd Inf. Reg.-6th Inf. Div.),  
 

JR, VICE PRESIDENT 
 

Stephen Price (grandson of 
Robert E. Price  Col, L. D. and 
Hq. 63rd Inf. Reg.) 

 
SECRETARY 

Steven Wyatt, whose father 
was with Cannon Co, 63rd Inf)   
 
 

TREASURER 
Danny Thomas (Son of Vane 
W. Thomas Med Det. 20th Inf. 
Reg.) 

 
CHIEF OF STAFF & 

HISTORIAN 
 

Jon Mangione (son of 1st Sgt. 
John W. Mangione, 1st FA 
Btry. B), 
 

EDITOR AND WEBSITE 
HISTORIAN  

Thomas E. Price (Son of 
Robert E. Co L, D, Hq. 63rd 
Inf.),  

CHAPLAIN 
George E. Price (Son of 

Robert E. Co L, D, Hq. 63rd 
Inf.), 

SURGEON GENERAL 
Groff, Robin (Son of Robert 
Groff, Co L. 63rd Inf),  
 

SGT.- AT- ARMS 
Groff, Kelly (Son of Robert 
Groff, Co L 63rd Inf.),  
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Here is contribution from author, David L. 
Johnson to the National Assn. of the 6th 
Infantry Division.   
 
To the 6th Infantry Division: 
 
My uncle, Mel Anderson, enlisted as a buck 
private in the Army in October 1942. 
Amazingly, at the end of World War II, after 
serving his country as a front-line medic, he 
was promoted to Captain in the 6th Infantry 
Division. Anderson wrote 34 letters to his 
family during his military service in Texas, 
California, Oahu, New Guinea, the Philippine 
Islands and Korea. The letters paint a day-to-
day picture of what he endured through boot 
camp as an enlisted man, Officer Candidate 
School in Texas, jungle warfare training in 
Oahu, and the war itself in the South Pacific.  
 
Overseas, a Japanese kamikaze pilot crashed 
a plane into Anderson's ship in the South 
China Sea, he slept in sand fox holes while 
monsoon rains tore apart his overhead 
coverings, and he was in the initial landing 
party in Luzon, Philippines, where 287,000 
Japanese were entrenched.  
 
There were also sweet spots. His sister Anna 
sent him a small Christmas tree with 
ornaments when he was in Dutch New Guinea. 
In 1943, he saw a live performance of the 
Trapp Family Singers in San Antonio, whose 
experience of escaping Nazism in Austria was 
adapted into the Sound of Music musical and 
movie.  
 
The following letter is from a book I wrote and 
published entitled Letters from World War II, 
Mel Anderson’s Journey From Texas Boot 
Camp To The South Pacific, available at 
Amazon Books. The letter was written when 
Anderson was in Maffin Bay, New Guinea in 
1944:  
 
Grenades go off, Anderson sleeps with carbine, 
Army pulls prank on Navy  
 
Letter 25 
 
July 19, 1944 

 
Dear Paula and Al; 
 
Last night we had a bit of a disturbance around 
again. At just about midnight, a couple of grenades 
went off somewhere in the vicinity. I always have 
trouble in determining where they are going off. I 
guess I'm always half asleep at the time. After the 
grenades, a couple of mortar flares were sent up to 
light up the area. So I took a good peek around but 
couldn't see anything suspicious. But to be on the 
safe side I took my carbine into bed with me. The 
rest of the night passed uneventfully, except for a 
pain in my right hip. I suppose it's a touch of 
rheumatism.  
 
I heard a funny story the other day -- it's probably 
another of those many rumors we hear around here 
every day. Anyway, they tell me that the infantry 
boys are hot after the parachutes which are used on 
the flares. They are of white silk, the same material 
as that used by the Japanese on their flags. You see, 
these small Japanese flags that each of their soldiers 
carry around with him are in demand as souvenirs. 
The boys can get up to 5L ($15.00) for them from 
the Navy men who are here only a short while and 
who can't get many souvenirs.  So the infantrymen 
get these parachutes, paint a rising sun on them with 
a few Japanese characters and take them down to 
the Navy for sale. I understand it's a very lucrative 
business. I suppose as long as the sailors don't know 
about it, it won't hurt them very much.  
 
"D" Company, which is located right down the road 
from us, has set up a nice system of showers. They 
have a large pump, and have dug a well, to supply 
the water for the showers. It's really nice to have, 
because it's generally hot, and a shower feels 
refreshing.  
 
The boys in our company have put up their own 
shower, but it is on a smaller scale. They took a 
pump off of our water trailer (we never use that 
pump), got some hose, and now pump the water 
from a well, into a 55 gal container on a stand. Then 
they open a spigot and allow the water to run out. 
Wells are easy to dig here. The water starts coming 
in at about five feet. 
 
We had a fairly good dinner today. There was some 
kind of canned pork (more like boiled pieces of 
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pork), mashed potatoes (dehydrated), canned 
tomatoes, piccalilli, green olives, biscuits, 
marmalade, canned peaches, and lemonade. It's a 
good thing that a meal like that comes around once 
in a while or we would be starving. I didn't like the 
potatoes or canned tomatoes. The tomatoes taste 
very odd.  
 
Generally we never have olives, but last night a few 
of the boys were sent out on an unloading detail, 
and in some strange way, they came into possession 
of the olives. We didn't bother to inquire into the 
matter, because they were a welcome change in the 
diet. I'm not too fond of the lemonade either. It 
reminds me too much of my citrate of magnesia 
days.  
 
Captain Bruno asked for a transfer to "A" 
Company, and it was granted. He wasn't satisfied in 
the company, and it is just as well he asked for a 

transfer. So now I am the only one left from the 
original five who started with the company last 
July.  
 
Love, Mel 
 
1st Lieutenant Melvin J. Anderson 
Company B, 6th Medical Battalion 
6th Infantry Division 
Maffin Bay, New Guinea 
 
Here is the link to David L. Johnson’s book:  
 
https://www.amazon.com/Letters-World-War-II-
Andersons/dp/1519134967/ref=sr_1_1?crid=11HP8
V6HHMK54&keywords=Letters+from+world+war
+II+mel+anderson%27s&qid=1668033872&s=boo
ks&sprefix=letters+from+world+war+ii+mel+ander
son%27s%2Cstripbooks%2C225&sr=1-1 

 
 
 

 
 
 

TAPS, REST IN PEACE, 
DEDICATED TO ALL THOSE WHO SERVED IN WAR AND PEACE. 
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�  To all our fallen comrades and supporters 
over the last 83 plus years of the Sightseer and 
the last  

 
100 year of the 6th Infantry Division of the United 
States Army  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DONATIONS 
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Thanks to all those who have donated to our 
organization over the many decades of our 
existence. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Here is a message from our Sr. Vice President, Roger Copinger, concerning an opportunity to 
honor the 6th Infantry Division with at the entrance of the National Museum of the United 
States Army through the Army Historic Foundation.  Here is a link to the Foundation and an 
explanation about the commemorative plaque.  Roger’s proposal would be a worthy endeavor, 
and we should consider how we might raise the funds for such a plaque to honor the 6th 
Division Vets – literally our family who sacrificed so much for all of us. 
 
 https://armyhistory.org/honor-your-army-unit-today/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JEEP TRACKS 
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Board of Director’s Minutes November 26, 2022 
 
 We had a successful annual meeting via Zoom.  Attending were: 
 
John Mangione, Steven Wyatt, George Price, Stephen Price, and myself.  We had a quorum and 
were able to conduct business.  I chaired the meeting and will do the minutes. 
 
Danny Thomas was traveling and could not attend, but we did have his budget report.  Attending 
members are all willing to continue in their respective offices.  After the meeting Roger Copinger 
confirmed that he will continue to serve on the board.  All members to continue in their respective 
roles on the board.   
 
We had hoped Roger Copinger, our Vice President, would be able to attend.  He had indicated 
he would do so, but we did not receive his attendance.  Likewise we have not heard from Clifford 
Keesen, our President.   I will reach out to both Roger Copinger (our VP) and to Clifford Keesen 
(President) to determine their status.   
 
The budget report for this last year from Danny was approved. I moved for approval, George Price 
seconded and the vote for approval was unanimous.  
 
Jon Mangion and Steven Wyatt plan to reach out to our Facebook group to see if more members 
there can become official members of the organization so that we can be sure to have actual voting 
members of the National Association who can also serve on the Board of Directors.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
One of the stories I vividly 
remember from my father 

1st Sgt. John Mangione 
Battery B  
1st FA 
 
While pulling the 105 mm 

cannon his “gun” was 
ordered out of line by a new 
1st Lt. 

 
I remember dad telling me 

maneuvering the truck with a 
cannon in tow was no easy 
task on the roads in the 
Philippines. Normally they 
had a tracked vehicle but this 
day they were driving a two 
ton truck. 

My dad always called 
himself the “lousy soldier” 
and he objected to the order. 

 
The Lt. Insisted….the 

targets were a few of the 
bulky Japanese wooden 
barges that were difficult to 
sink due to their 
construction. But what upset 
the gun crew more was that 
there were wounded on the 
decks clearly visible from the 
mountain road they were on. 

As they set up the crew 
knew they would make short 
work of the barges with a few 
rounds. 

 
I can see my dad to this 

day saying to me “didn’t care 

about the Japs one way or 
another but they were full of 
wounded men.” 

 
He loved his brothers in 

his battery but hated war and 
the destruction it brought. 

He described setting up 
the gun, sighting it in, his job, 
firing left then right and the 
Lt. ordering an air burst. It 
was easy as dad said and 
several rounds later they 
were on the road driving all 
night to next base. 

He would only tell me 
stories after I begged him to 
tell me about the War! 

I was maybe 6 or 7 and 
would run around with the 
steel pot or ask to see the 
sword or pistol and he 
always accommodated me. 

MAIL CALL! 
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My mom would say your 
father changed when he got 
home he was quiet and was  
driven to give us a home and 
college education. 
 

He loved golf and would 
leave if anyone bragged 
about their exploits in WW2. 

 
We lived in a veterans 

housing project until I was 13 
and many of the veterans 
were the same. 

 
Saturday night camp fires 

were filled with laughter and 
little or no talk about the 
War. 

 
Dad wanted it that way 

but the few stories I did 
manage to get out of him 
were generally about others 
and how the Filipino people 
suffered. 

He was one of 11 million 
men and women in uniform 
part of the Greatest 
Generation. 

 
His son, Jon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Send us your story to: 
 
admin@6thinfantry.com 
 
If you have photographs, 
those need to be screened 
by the administrator and 
must be relevant to the 
history of the 6thInfantry 
Division. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
    
          

 
 
 
 
Message from the Website Historian and Editor, Thomas Price: 
 
To All Members of the National Association: 
 
We need your input.  Please consider contributing to the National Association of the 6th Infantry 
Division including financial contributions and assistance with service on our Board of Directors. We 
value your service to keeping this story alive for future generations. 
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NOTICE TO ALL CURRENT MEMBERS AND ALL PROSPECTIVE NEW MEMBERS:   
 
YOUR MEMBERSHIP IS A DONATION TO OUR NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION AND ENTITLES 
YOU TO A VOTE ON MATTERS SPECIFIC TO THE RIGHTS OF MEMBERSHIP INCLUDING 
ELECTING THE BOARD.  
 
Please consider joining the National Association and supporting our organization.  
 


