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HEADQUARTIERS 6TH INFANTRY DIVISION
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The follo‘*‘nnﬂ a.;ﬁ'é (:@’v-ac Fon, report covers the operations
of the 6th Infantry Division’ l"‘L he BAGLYAN VALLEY of LUZCN from 1
July to 21 August 1945 during 1@%01’1‘*@ ¥l pthe Division was part of
the XTIV Corps operating uwnder Eighth- Army‘, Mg, report is a cone
tinuation of a previously submitted report coyer the action of the
Division prior te 1 July 19h5 when Sixth Army d:z,r, ted the operations

on LUZON. s

At the time of the cessation of hostilities with Japan
on 15 August 1945, this Division was probably the most heavily en~
gaged Division in the U, S, Ammy., 411l three Infantry Regiments were
committed, When hostilities ended, the lst Infantry advancing east
from BANVAUE had mede junction with Filipino forces near HAYOYAO and
were mopping-up a hard-won ridge over-looking HAPAO on the northern
approach tc HUNGDUAN, The 20th Infanmtry had turred the western
anchor of the formidable Jap position on MT PULOY (L,500 ft, eleva-
ticn) which had withstood attack from its frontal approaches and
were within sight of the Jap comrmnication center of KIANGKIANG to
the south of HUNGDUAN. The 63d Infantry pushing south from KIANGAN
had captured ANTIFOLO, a large food arca, which was sorely needed by
the beleaguered Japs. The Division urtlllery had an wnusually large
number of romunerative torgets upon which to bring their gun-power
to bear. The Division Engineers had accomplished a mojor engineering
feat in opening New Highway L clear to RANAUE., The 5th icdical
Battalion and all divisional service units had perforned magnificent-
ly to overcome the problems of the most difficult supply and evec-
untion difficulties the Division had ever faced, Certainly on 15
fugust 19L5 the situntion of General Yemashita, Suprenc Comender in
the PHLIIPPINES, complcicly cut-off in the rugged nountains of the
IFUGAC PROVINCE, could bc considered hopeless,

The final chaptor of the long and savagely fought campaipgn
of INZON has been writien, Since 9 Januory 1945 when the assault
londing wos made in IINGAYEN GULF, elements of the Division bave been
actively commtted in comboat, It is belicved thot this record of
219 dayszc qus getion 13 g:r}surpassed in the Pacific Var, The
action has bﬂogﬁ ]

; ; zm{ Bur ToSsed ws?vere. It is to our immortal
dead, mth@r &han to s “the living; that we oWwe our Success in arms.

?’i—’/ﬂ’( ('/?’

C. Ea HURDIS
CMador General, U. Se. Army
Comanding
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INTRCDUCTION

At 0001, fm@q%% 1945, the XIV Corps took over oporations
in NORTHERN LUZON from tﬁwﬁ% crps and at the same tims, bacticsl
responsibility for=i§%@ﬁ’§a§ om Sixth Army to Bighth Army.
This date found the 1dadi he? 2K %leﬁ ¢85 of the 634 Infantry sttacking
northwost along Old and Nowtﬁmbh¢ ’ ﬁ§3 he vicinity of HUCAR,
eftor an advancoe from the TAMUT-RIVER which ggéﬁooéur on 13 Junc.
The lst Infantry was in the process of mov1@gﬁiq o. arsa north of
the LAMUT RIVER, as eloments of the Regiment wefgfrelicved in the
SALINAS~PINGKIAN~KAYAPA orea by clenents of the 4824 Infantry
Division. At the seme time the 20th Infantry had begun its movow
mont cost from BAGABAG to relieve elemonts of the 37th Infantry .
Division along Highwey 5 botween the MAGAT RIVER crossing and
ILAGAN, (Sce Fig. 1).

The primery mission assigned the Division by XIV Coprps
was to conbtinue the attack to tho northwest to seize KIANGAN, and
to preparc for furthor aodvanee on Corps order to seize HUNGDUAW
and BANAUE,., Other missions werc to sccure the CAGAYAN VALLEY and
the uwninterrupted usc of Highwey 5 in the Division zone, to seize
JONES and to reconnoiter the DIBULUAN and DABUBU RIVER VALLEYS,
and to recormoiter cast from ILAGAN towurds DALANAN BAX,fdesbrsy~
ing any cuemy cncountered,

Combat units attached to the Division at this time in-
cludeds

BUENA VISTL Regiment (PA)
24 Provisional Buttelion, 3d PANGASINAN Regiment (G)
2d Provisional Battﬂllcn, 2d PANGASINAN Regiment (G)

Battery "BY, 46Eth Field Artillery Battalion (8" How)

Battery "A“, 161st LiA Battalion (90mm)

2d Platoon, Battcry "B", 209th A4A (4W) Battalion
(M=61's on Half-Tracks)

Provisional Platoon, Babtery A", 209th AL4 (AW)
Bottalion (M=-bl's on Helf-Tracks)

Company "B", 85th Chemical Mortar Batitalion

Company "D, 754th Tank Battelion

26th Infontry Scout Dog Flatoon
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Chaptoer I

THE CAPT

I OF KIANGAN

l¢ Hstimate of the 5%

The total strength of enef fe

BOKOD = KIANGAN - DONTCC area was estifidbe
including 2,000 naval personnel, und 2, 060 05 dmd
Approximetely 2,500 were believed to be srmy c@mo% %ro"T
rest mlscelluneous grmy line of communication uni%&%“

In the advance from PAYAWLN to EECAE. the 834 Infantry had
been in contact with three provisional infantry battalions, had
overrun their mein positions, and reduced the units to remmant
status. Noticeably sbsent up to that time was conbtact with 10Bth
Division Combat units, believed to be in the vicinity of KIANGAN.
This suggested that these troops were still in resserve, possibly
to man & defense line reported by uzir observers to be zbout 2,000
yards north of KIANGAD *

It was anticipated that the wdvance toward KIANGAY wromic
be extrencly difficults To securs the foad necessitoted the crosse
ing and traversing of deep rocky gorges, and scaling precipitous
mountain heights by troops who could be supplied only by hand carry.
All aleong the road, the enemy hed destroyed bridges, carried out
other demolitions, planted mines end dug tank traps. In addition
were obstacles caused by landslides and by friendly air attacks,

The maximum effort of the 8th Engineer Combat Battalion would be
needed to open the road. Additional Corps engineers were urgently
needed to support the advence ws it went higher irto the mountains.

The enemy wus in a position to defend from successive ridges
along Highway 4, and well swtu ted to counter our thrusts at his
strongpoints. Flank attacks on the supply route were probable,
as were suleidal infiltrations to harass supply lines and oreas
farther to the rear clong Highway 4.

2+ The Battle for LANE'S RIDGE, 1 to 8 July: (See Fig. 2
and sketch}

Operations along Highway 4 on 1 July were limited by land-
slides and heavy rains to recomnnsissance and security patrols,
forwerd and to the flonks of lsading elements of the 834 Infantry.
A few enemy stragglers were encounter ed. A landslide on New High-
way 4 500 yards north of BOR aﬂst'xnatad bé& the Engineers,
would teke three days to cle: ; ,‘“%ﬁ%

V~ﬁ£de impa

around this for 1/4 ton trucks
by the end of the day by hewvy rains

2 vl




The following Jey
gd platoon of the lst Buttuliw
estimoted 50 riflemcrn wnd 5
on New Highway 4, 4t the same timeflhe g
advenced 700 yurds wlong 014 Q1bkvgwa
position, but leter being held up by ol
with automotic ApOnS, defending from

L
U

@ttulluﬂ, 65d Imfu“try,
unning & small delaying
1 npumber of Japs

tride the highwoy.

we
The finding of 2%

feed JLUS curing the }ec to the effecw
tiveness of our « llor wrl elr strikes, &Qll@’&@%roquo of enemy
4Tmm or 75rm WhiCﬂ landsd i1 the 633 zone causqéx LAMESE
On 3 July, elements of Comapny "G", 63d . pushed
up 0lc Highway 4, killing 1€ enemy and capturing to a point

2,500 yards northwest of HUCAB, where stiff resistante “eveloped
along high ground leter named "LAWE'S RIDGE". A defensive position
including 5 caves was clsaned out,; at a cost %8 the enemy of 40
lives, MG fire from adjacent enemy positions forced the leading
platoon te withdrew for the night,

Company "G" continued the attack next morning, following
an air strike, and set the sitage for the four day battle of LANE!'S
RIDGE, which later proved to be the Jap's final position guarding
the approsches to KIANGAF, - Compony "G" secured = position 400
yards south of the ridge, preparatory to an attack on 5 July.

his attack wos launched ot 0800, following srn eir bombardment and
artillery and mortar preparetions. Company "F", in the assault,
advanesd only 200 yards, meeting determined resistance from rifles
¢ on estimated 5 ¥M3's. The Company held the ground geined while
enemy positions were pounded by artillery fire, and other elements
of the battalion hacked their way through heavy bambco thickests and
undlerbrush, seeking flenking routes of approach. Tanks could not
be brought forward to support the attack, because of a large
bomb crater blocking the road at the junction of the Jap cut-off
and Old Highway 4.

On 6 July., a reinforcesd platoon of Comyﬂﬂy'“G" sought to
envelop the enemy’s west flank, cubbing thelr way through dense
bomboo and up precipitous ridges only to be stopped by 6 ¥Mi's and
muncrous riflemen covering the western approsches to the Jap
strongpeint. The platoomm pulled back while artillcry concentrations
wore laid on the enemy emplacemcnts. 4n attempt by Comparny "F" to

£5483
meke a flanking approach Lo %%gast was blocked by dsop gorges,
i

In an all-out cff
lition bomb eir strikes and prepy
ing weapons, the 24 Battalion, 53¢
forward slope of LaNE'S RIDGE.

lowing naepalm snd demo-
ﬁﬁ& avuﬂlabl support-
Led “nﬁ took tne
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leading elements uncovered another strong defensive position on the
reverse slope of the ridge. This position was later found to con«
sist of b5 mutuslly supporting emplacements, including 13 pillboxes
and 28 caves, with ecnemyriflemen and machine gunners well dug ine
The position selscted o -nLy be assaulted frontally, as the
flanks were protected B
ravines.

These emplacements wef@ g e on the afterncon of
8 July, ir a determined sttack fO}%@Wlmég,‘ :
preparaticn, and under cover of = smoke &cree 5
of Quad 50's. A total of 51 dead Japs were coujibs and 12 addim
tional Nips were killed when en unknown number “of ffem made an
unsuccessful counterattack asbout 2230, raising ﬁh@ftotwl Japs dee
stroyed in the LANE'S RIDGE fight to over 1B0.

From the overall excellence of this defensive position,
the enemy's good physical condition, and his aggressiveness, it
was believed that, as had been anticipated, the 63d had met train-
ed troops of the 1050th Division.

In the mesntime, the 34 Battalion, 63d Infentry, had push-
ed "K" Company forward on & July to secure the rear of the 24
Battalion along 0ld Highway 4. In conjunction with the 24 Battelion's
7 July attack, a reinforced pl@toqﬁ from Company "L" advanced along
New Highway 4 to & point 2,300 yards north of HUCAB, end then moved
west in & wide envelopment of LANE'S RIDGE, High ground about mid-
way between the two highways wes secured with nil oppositions At
0800 " on 8 July, the 3d Battalion sttacked northwest along the high
ground west of New Highweay 4, with their object the commanding
ground 3,000 yards north of HUCAB.

3. KIANGAN Fallss (See Fig. 2)

The 1st and 34 Battalions, 63d Infantry continued the drive
on KIANGAN on 10 Julys From LANE'S RIDGE, 01ld Highwey 4 turns west,
wihile Wew Highway 4 rums north to the IBULAO RIVER. The lst
Battalion, passing through Compeny "F", by the end of the day had
advenced 2,000 yards to & point about 4,300 yards short of XIANGAN.
Scattered enemy fire, tank traps, landmines and numercus landslides
delayed the-advance. Ancther 2,000 yards was gzained next day bv
Company "B", supported by four toﬂkS and & Quad 50- 12 July se
the eapture of KIANGAA Compia noved %hrough Corpeny g and

effected a junction with elemients |
the IBULAQ RIVER. Together %ﬁ%“ ?gp
of the town. '
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The 3d Battalionl!s part in the selzure of KIANGAN involved
four days of active fighting along the New Highway. 3y 9 July
elements were over-looking the IBULAOC RIVER, 1,000 yards south of
the old bridge site, after breaking through a series of cnemy delay-
ing positions and road blocks, flanked by steep slopes and bamboo-
choled ravines. On 10 July, two companies engaged in an afternoon
firefight with an urknown number of Japs about 200 yards from the
river crossing. Company "L", conbtinuing the advance on 12 July,
reached the IBULAOC RIVER cogmgssing and then leaving New Highway 4,
pushed north and west alof road bo KIANGAN. At 1200, ot =
point along the road abogt/ ds from the river, Company "LV,
634 Infantry, mede junctiohi "A", leading company of the
d near LANE'S RIDGE

lst Battalion, 1st Infantry;%ﬁﬁév
., 0ld Highway 4 on
Lriking out

the cay before, snd then had moved “oubsdiain A
12 July. On the same dzy, Company "E", 63d' In

fglinst slight
g, g3g

v ) 8 ':? ,'...
across country from the IBULAO RIVER reached KIAWGEH
opposition end secured the town jointly with Company

Infantry. (See Pig. 2)

4, Activities of Other Units, 1 to 12 July:

During the first few days of July, the lst Battalion, 20th
Infentry, and later the 24 Battelion, lst Infantry had been disposed
along Highway 4 to the rewr of the 634 Infantry, guarding lines of
communications with the aid of Filipino guerrilla wmits. On 3 July
g lst Infortry patrol discovered & strong though smaell Jap position
some 3,800 yards southwest of PAYAWAW, This took Compony "F", lst
Infontry, several days to overcome with the aid of ertilletry and
cir support. 4bout 80 Japs were killed or found dead. While mopping
up wes teking pliece in this locality, patrols were being sent to
the north and west slong the LAWUT RIVER to protect the left (west)
£lemk of the Division.

The l4th Infantry Regiment (PA) (-two Battalions) operated
in the DUIT-HALIAP area, south of KIANGALN and west of BOLOG, where
they reported the movements and dispositions of Jap remnants living
off the lond in this area. This regiment was zitached to the 63d
Infontry on 11 July.

On 10 July, the lst Infantry was given the mission of
passing through the 634 Infantry to seize and secure o bridgehead
north of the IBULAOC RIVER., By 12 July, lsading elements of the lst
Battalion, lst Infantry, had moved to the old crossing of the IBTULAC
RIVER on Highway 4 and hod relieved elements of the 634 Infentry in
thot vicinity.

~§§§%%ilery furnish-
r
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difficult weather co
fires of the 8% howit
cave positions on JAMNE?
valuable in placing harassi:
roads in that areas

nditions and inadeguate position areas. The
zers Tere particularly effective in closing
5 RIDCE: The 90mm AAA Batlery proved

ng f " ires on KIANCAN and interdicting

1

S
”
:

More than LS50 sorties were flown during the 12 day period,
In addition to tens of HB; 100,000 gallons of Napaln were @opped
For four days of the perloda bed weather prevented all air activity
including the use of the I~5 contreller plane, Principal close
upport targets were IANE#S RIDGE, KIAIGAN, and the enemy position
3,500 yards soutlmest of PAYAUAN, Targets north ol the TBUIAC RIVER
were also hite.

Tanks and Quad 50%s wpounted on half-tracks were of great
assistance in the reduction of the TANE!S RIDGE positions A short
distance beyond this polnt, however, they passed out of the picture,
as all efforts to get these velhicles forward resulted only in

tting them hopelessly bogged down.

B¢ The 63d -Infantry ilops up Around KIANGAN: (See Fige 3)

During the period 12 to 2l July, operations of the 63d
Infantry were limited to local actions to search out and destr
enemy remmants in the KIANGAN arca, as determined enemy groups con~-
tinued to reszist to the west and south of the to¥m¢ The problem of
supply and evacustion for troops in the forward freas booame in-
creasingly serious as continuing heevy rains and high winds hampered
cngineer operztions to open supply roadse

Oon 14 July, supply vehicles moving on Old Highway L could

t within LL,OOO vards of KIANCGAN and could reach the IBUTAO RIVER.
By 16 July, however, bad weather made Old Higlway L impassable,
and for the next f.Lve deys, over 100 wehicles including a tank
platoon and a Quad 50 platoorn, T ere marooned between the Jap cut-off
and the junction of Old Highway L with the KIANGAN-IBUIAO RIVER
road, Adverse weather alsc prevented supply by aire. New Highway L
was blocked in four 'OL,,CC;J by large rock slides amd demolitions
betiween the Jap cubt—off and the TBUTAO RIVER. Evacuation end supply
was accomolished by combined vehicle haul and hend carry. The 6th
Ingineer Battalion worked 21 hours a day to clear 01ld Highway L
which could be used to supply both KIANGAY and IBUIAO HIVER troops,

r 20 July, 01d Higlway L was open agein to light traific under dry
..ma“‘uhpr conditions only, and all marconed vehicles had bcen
extricated. Clearing this road involved the removal of mines, fill-
ing tank traps, clearing landslides, installing culverts, and
corduroying rice paddy muid holes. The 6th Engincers werc also busy

6 _—



on New T—Iig‘*mfay i from the IBUIAD RIVER north. By 16 Jul** a foot
bridge had been comploted over the river, and on 18 July, an im-
provised jeep brq_dgc Was Cpen m traffic, This bri dge, l’»tcf re
inforced to take I ~-ton wc"’ mwas built on top of captured J&’D
trucks anchorced in the swif Iy ¢ trewn mountain river, XNew
Wghway L north of the river gi %o GURCG on 25 Julya In
the meantime, Corps Enginccrs hokk 490@5131’1 v for HNew
Highwey L} as far as the river y July md begun
work on the first lerge slide

Du:m.ng the p‘“f‘lo_x_, t

v

‘roflmble reuultso O“l 13 Julf, 69 Japs were i«:ﬂleo., andﬁﬁ.}' found
dead in the area, By 15 July, Company "K" had seized LCIISA to the
west of KTANGAN against light oppovn.tlon,,, Strong encmy opposition,
hOanCT” was met by Company "C", attacking cave positions on the
high ground 500 yards to the soutlmest of KIANGAN, which were re-
duced on 15 July, The same dazf, a patrol from Compony "AM,
advancing to the south on PATAO, ran into two machine guns and an
cstimated sguad of riflomen 35@0 vards south of KIANGAN. Hopping-
up in the KTANGAN-LCNSA area on 16 July netied 37 Japs killed and
85 found dead from rccent artillery and moriar firce Fiftecen of the
Japs were killed by Ifugno scoubs, 63d Infaniry potrols made con-
tact the same day with clements of the lith Infantry (PA) in the
vicinity of PATAG. This Filipino unit, disposed in the PATAO-DUIT-
HATTAP area, had suffcred mumerous casualties in scaticred contacts
throughout the area, and badly needed supplies of 21l kinds., Oper-
ations in this scuector werce very difficult, as the only connecting

211l from KIANGAN went up over a high mountein and crosscd four
wide streams which were impassable after rains. Is.r‘tivc potrolling
by the 634 Infantry coAtinued in the KIANGAN sector until 21 July,
when the 1lst Battelion, 20th Infantry, relicved 63d- S_Ill".ZluI‘y
clements in the arsa, This 20th Infantry Battalion, however, re-
mained under the control of the 63d Infantry until taf‘ 20th Infantry
assumed responsibility for the zone on 2l July.

the advance on and seizurc of KIANGAN, the 63d Infant

during the period 13 June to 21 July, killed, or found dead; 2,383
Japs and took 119 Fi's, The Regiment, dur:’-,ng the same poriod, lost
L8 dead and 195 wounded and injured.
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Chapter II

OFERATIONS ALONG HIGHE

Y 5 IN THE CACGAYAN VALIRY
%

1, The 20th Infantry is Cof
(See Fige 1)

:

on 1 July 19L5, the 20th Infantry@diitiotedSelics of
clements of the 37th Infantry Division disposed alodg thzimay 5 bew
tioen the MAGAT RIVER and TIAGAN (See Fige 1)e By 5 AUk, the
Regiment with the 3d Platoon, 6th Cavalry Reconnaissahoeq Eroop
attached, had completed the relief. The 3d Battalion covéred the
northern part of the zone in the 1IACAN area, the 2d Battalion was
disposed in the CABATUAN-CAUAYAN area, and the lst Battelion, with
the 2d Battalion, 24 PANGASINAN Regiment (G) attached, was response
ible for the ORIOUNG PASS~SANTIAGO-JONES sector,

The Cagavan Valley
2

1
3

In the 20th Infantry zone, there were two arcas Lo which
the enemy was known to have withdrewn with some organized forces,.
ne of these was along the tralil running east from NAGUILTLIAN
towards PAIANAN BAY, Guorrillas reported that small groups of
Japs were living in barrios located along this trail. About 800
were reported in the PALANAY BAY arca. The second area was to the
south of JONES, wherc it vas estimated that approximately 1000 Japs
poorly equipped and in poor hcalth, werc trying to live off the
lande In the upper CAGLYAII VALIEY, enemy small-scale harassing
attacks on Higlway 5 from SANTIAGO to IIAGAN, and contacts with
iselated Jap groups atitempiing to rejoin their main forces in
cither the CARABALLO or SISRRA MADRE MOUNTAINS, could be cxpocted.

2o Operations of 20th Infantry, 1 to 2L July:

The 20th Infantry remained in this zone until 23 July.
During this peried, the lst Battalion (and later the 6th Cavalry
Recommaissance Troop) secured JONES, reconnoited to the south up
the DIBULUAN and DABUBU RIVER, and patrolled extensively in their
sector, but only scattered contacts were made and no organized
resistance was encountereds

The 24 Battalion also made scattered contacts during the
period, the majority of which were groups of Japs, who had escaped
from the CAGAYAN VALIEY*and were attempting to withdraw along
the trail west of SAITA CRUZ to join other Jrp forces in MAYOYAQ

M

The heaviest actd

ing the period occurred in that

&
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part of the 3d Battalion scctor cast of NAGUILIANs. Fron
MAGUIIIAN to the cast runs the only traill traversing the SIERRA
MADRE MOUNTAINS to the cast coast of LUZON., This trail is
passable to weasels and SHi's only as far as SAN MARIANO, and

then only in dxy weather, Fron SAN MARTIANG, the trail crosses

the PINACUAN 0B IIAGLT RIVER which is impassable for vehicles and
too swift for weasels, Beyond the river, the trail is very poor
and passable only to foobt fmt The country is heavily wooded
and hilly as for as AMBUBULY gbo 4T way between SAN MARTAND and
PALANAN BAY, Fron ALBUBUSaths Jrygs throogh the deepest
jungles of LUZON and crosses -ioupisinséupliud di,000 feet elevation.
Near the coast, the trail doscend§@@£§) FAA

yards up the PATANAN RIVER from EAEANA&QQQQ%‘

=y

, ﬁ"‘ié; d SiE

Company "I", 3d Battalion, 20th Infantréﬂggl
MARTANO on & July, and then crossing the PINACUAN DO fECAN RIVER
on 6 July, pushed on for 2,200 yards where encmy riflc fire was
cceived, Company "X! secured the trall between NAGULLLAN and
SAN MARIANO. By 1h July, Company "IM had joined Company "I
which had pushed 5,000 yards east of SAN MARIAWO and was in
contact with an estimated 100 Japs, dug in and supported by
mortars and heavy machine guns, On 15 July, Company "I' and two
Platoons, Company "I", overran this position and secured
DIBULUAN, killing 12 Japs enroute, SPU fire from positions in
SANMARIANOWas very effcctive in supporting the attacks Abandoned
Jap pill-boxes were found in the area and considerable Jap focd
supplics and ammunition were destroyed. The next day, another
Jap strong-point was met about 200 yards sast of DIBULUAN.
Heavy weather broughi operations to a practical standstill for
the next five days. However, elements of the 3d Battalion did
succeed in reaching AMBUBU; about 10,000 yards west of DIBULUAN,
on 18 July. The trail from SAN MARIANO to DIBULUAN was now so
slippery that even lightly-loaded carriers took two days for the
_ trip. From DIBULUAN to AMBUBY was another threc days march which
only féot troops without packs could negotiate.

3. The 20th Infantry is Relieved:

In the meantine, the 6th Cavalry Recommaissance Troop
had relieved the 1st Dattalion, 20th Infantry, in its zone on
16 July. The 1st Bettalion moved to BAGABAG in Division Reserve
on 17 July, and on 21 July passed to the control of the 63d
Infantry, and relieved the lst Battalion of that regiment in the
KTANGAN area.

On 22 July,
zone was changed to exclude _ | oy ithe 20th
Infantry and 6th Cavalry Reconnaissance Trodp, GhE*HACAT RIVER
becoming the east boundary of the Division, Relief of 6th Infantry

‘«3"?2

he Division

9 N
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Division elements in this sector by elements of the 324 and 37th
Infantry Divisions wos initiated on 22 July, and was completed
on 2L July. The remainder of the 20th Infantry and the 6th
Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop moved to assembly arsas north of
the IAMUT RIVER, where the 20th Iman try made preparations to
relieve the 63d Infantry ing g@g»FQANGAN area, The 2d Battalion,
2d PANGASINAN Regiment (G) é,@ﬁ@ﬁr \%a@tached to the 20 th Tnfantry

,Q%J ath Infantry
killed 382 Japs an:l took 2@? Biis while tﬁelr own. Bwere two

dead and 15 wounded,.

o~
4




Chapter ITIT

Lo

It had been anticipated thut KE 1f would be taken
casily, since it had been cstimated as caz‘lynl , 1y, that at
lcast a partial withdravel from the KIANGAN &rca cing place,
BT and civilian reports indicated further that th was not
withdrawing to the north along Highwey L towards BuEUE, but was
retreating to the norilmrest towards the rice terra ced rountains
around HUNGDUAN. At this time, it was believed that the 1lth
Arca Army headquartcrs of General YAMASHITA, Supreme Commander of
the Philippines, was in the vicinity of HUNGDUAN, and that rem-
nants of the 105th Japancse Division would be used to block the
southern approaches to this position., From 3,000 to L4000 troops
were thought to be disposcd between PACDAN and HUNGDUAN.

To the south of KTANGAN, it was estimated that there
might be as many as 1,000 Japs in the ANTIPOLO-AMDUNTOG area, con-
sisting primarily of remmants of the Geki Forece (2d Armored Div-
ision). These troops werc thought to be scattered throughout the
area in small groups where they could forage off the land, Iittle
trouble in eliminating thesc pockets was expected,

In the BNAUE arca, it was estimated that clements of
the 203d Japanese Division, about 2,000 strong, moving south from
BONTCC, might either defend BANAUE or withdraw further to the
south and west in the dircction of HAPAQ to protect the northern
approaches to HUNGDUAN.

Jap troops in- the MAYOYAO-BUNHIAN-HATONIN arca, cstimated
at between 1,000 and 2,000 in mumber, werc belicved to be rermants
of scrvice, alr and naval units, corganized inbto provisional in-
fantry units, which had cscaped from the LOVER CAGAYAN VALIEY,

2., The lst Infantry Capturcs BANAUE: (Sec Fig. 3)

On the afternoon of 12 July, Company "A" of the lst
Infantry relieved 81611011%‘5% of the 634 Infantry near the destroyed
IBUIAO RIVER bridge. b‘*o&@‘vﬁ ibhe river despite high and danger-
ously swift water, the lst.Bagtaiio ;b Infmtry, by 15 J‘U.lj
had secured a bridgehcad on. ‘thé“ :f‘ar o 17
resistance, (See Fige 3)s T
hond-carry across 2 foot bridge co’*zpletea on 16

11
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time, the Division reccived orders to seize BANAUE and destroy _
any eneny encountered in the BANAUE-NMAYOYAO area.

000 yards nortirest of LAGAVE

Slight resistance was gl
iz of a platoon of Company

on 16 July by a combat patrol gLofsis
AN and a platoon of Company "G¥/Gf £he @hth Regiment (PA). The
patrol withdrew and artillery was™ laxdédowayand dispersed the group,
after which the patrol proceceded an\aeggzg;@r ¥ROG at noon on 17
July, Thirteen Japs wore killed 500 yatdé %gé

pany "CU, o

82

Logistically, roads and bridges were
ations, It was clear that the advance to the north arouidd
on the ability to open a road and to keep the TBULLOVRITER bridged.
Engineers hod decided that it was not feasible to keep “01d Highway
l, open during the rainy scason and had, thereforc, put the main
engineer effort on Now Highway L. This road was blocked at four
places between the Jap cut-off and the IBULAC RIVER, where stretches
of the road bed from 100 to 287 feet in length had been completely
blown away from the rocky sides of the mountaine. The only practical
niethod of supply and cvacuation was by combined jeep and hand carry,
with jeeps being slung on cables around these impassable points.
North of the river it was found that Highway L was no more than a
cart trail which had not been used for years, and which was blocked
by landslides and overgrowih,

Cn 18 July against scattered small arms fire, the lst
Battalion advanced to a point 1,500 yards northwest of GURCG,
killing four Japs enroute, Strong combat and reconnaissance patrols
on high ground to the east and west of the Highway made no contacts,
The 3d Battalion moved in behind the lst Battalion to protect the
supply road,

The next day another L,000 yards were gained up the
Highway by Company "B" of the lst Infantry without contachs 0n
20 July, the Company met 30 to 50 Japs 1,800 yards west of BANAUE.
The Japs lost one man before fleeing to the hills north of BANAUE.
Cne Filipino carrier was killed and two wounded in this skirmish,
which proceeded the entry into BANAUE on the afternoon of 20 July,
Patrols to the north on Highway L towards POLIS PASS and to the
east of BANAUE towards DUCLIGAN were immediately sent outle
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3. Artillery Support.

As the advance of the Division progressed beyond KILadGAN
and the IBULAO RIVER, bthe problem of artiliery support became in-
creasingly difficult., To haunlggrtillery pleces, particularly
155mm How'!s and ammunition ov 5& i trails which were hardly
passable for light vehicles,&Ess To maintain
communications with forward obsh sountainous country,
gglay stations.

S

it often was nescussary to establish
Pogition areas were scarce, and those
entirely inadequate,

The 1st Field Artillery Battalion during g
in position near HUCAB on a small spur running east HElew High-
h Just north of the Jap cut-off, The 53d Field Artillery
ttaWWOr occupled an unusval position atop a ridge just south of

the Jap cul—off and betiween 0ld and New Highweys b, which was
3000 feet in elevation and could only be reacued in dry weather,
The 80th Field Artillery Battalion (Med) was in position near

PLYAWAN FARM., On 18 Julys Battery “C%, 80th Ficld Artillery

Battalion, displaced to positions near thc lst Field Artillery
Battalion, On 16 July, Battery "C", lst Field Artillery Battaliom,
attempting to displace Lorward, was marooned on 0ld Highway || and
went into position along the road, until it was fina1ly able to
reach its original destinotion on the west side of the IBZUIAO RIVER
crossing on 20 July, Dattery "BY, L65th Field Artillery Battalion
(8" How), remained in position soaun of PLYAWAN, until 22 July when
one platoon displaced  forward o PAY.WAN FARM (SOUuh of BOLOG) on
22 July, Batvtery "4", 16lst A4A Bn (90mm), displaced from positions
near the 8" Howitger 5u ttery to the vicinity of HUCAB, near the 1st
Field Artillery Battalion, on 1l July., From this wos*tion, the
Q0mm battery could ciffectively shell KIANGKIANG and HUNGDUANe
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CEAPTER IV

FINAL OPERATIONS IN NORTHERN LUZON

1. The Division Zone i

On 9 July, orders froﬂf'.gg’n-r %ﬁnged the boundery
between the Division and the force oy ¥ y qy%%ﬁ& Philippine
Guerrilla forces, NORTHERN LUZON, The Eii,ff 160 Hadunow respon=
sible for the entire MAYOYAO ~ BUNHIAN - SANTA LR o8
between the ALIMIT and MAGAT RIVERS. (See Figy ]
order also dirested that the 1lth Infantry (=lst awd’ 5
jons) (P4), with the lst Battalion, 14th Infantry (P tached
move south from their present locations in the lower CAGAYAN
VALLEY in the 37th Infantry Division zone, pessing to control

of the 6th Infantry Division upon entering the zone of the latter.

This Filipino force on 10 July, was given the mission of seiz=
ing BUNHIAN, prepared to advance to the west and secure MAYOYAO
on Division order.

Initially the CP, 1lth Infantry, moved south to MARSAT
GRANDE (See Fig, 1), where a 10 day supply dump was established
gt the river. 7Two bettalions were then ordered to converge on
and secure UBAO, the Provisiomal Battalion, 1lth Infantry ad-
vaneing west along the trail from MARSAT GRANDE, whils the lst
Battalion, l4th Infantry, advanced from the direetion of SANTA
CRUZ. By 20 July, the Provisional Battalion, 1llth Infantry,
had secured UBAO and pushing on to the northwest, ran into
resistance sbout 4,000 yards southeast of BUNHIAN., On 25 July,
the Provisional Battalion secured BUNHIAN against slight oppo=-
sition, and the lst Battalion, 14th Infentry, reached UBAD,
killing over 100 Japs enroute. On 26 July, the CP, llth Infane
try, opened at BUNHIAN. Troops at BUNHIAN had to be supplied
by hand=carry from MaRSAT GRANDE, about 25 miles away. This
supply line was protected by elements of the lst Battalion,
14th Infantry, disposed along the trail.

In the meantime, the 3d Battalion, 11th Infantry,
after a long march to the south over rugged and slippery moun-
tain trails and across swollen, swift running rivers, secured

NATONIN on 24 July, meking only scattered contacts on the ways
By 26 July, leading olements of the 3d Battalion had joined
the Provisiecnal Bsttalion, 1lth Infentry, near BUNHIAN.

On 20 JU1Ys the Ilth Infantry was given the mission of
salzlng MAYOYAQ. HeeH




by the Provisional Battelion, 1lth Infantry, which by 28 dJuly,
was heavily engaged with a strong Jap force holding the high
ground north and sast of MAYOY.O,

2, 1st Infantry Operations in the BANAUE sector, 20 July
o 15 Augusts (See Fig, 4).

On 20 duly, the lst Infantry was ordered to advance to
the east from BANAUE, secure DUE sand make junction with
the 1lth Infantry which was orcd £ ’
on to “the nest tcv ards DUCL*G&N@

lst Battallcﬂq lst Infant rY s made nontact WIth ,‘
1st Battalion, 1llth Infantry (Filipino) at POLTS‘?&SS&
July, and on 23 July, Compeny "C" of the latter B&%t%l,
the lst Infantry at BLNAUE. In the meantime, the 3d Bugt#
1st Infanbry, with the 3d Battalion, lst Pengasinan Regid
(Filipino), attached, moved forward to the BaNAUE ares, and re-
lieved the 1st Battalion, lst Infantry, which returned to an
assembly area north of the LAMUT RIVER on 23 July.

By Corps order on 24 July, the lst Battalion, 1lth
Infentry, passed to the control of the Division, This battalion
{less Company "C") was ordered to advance south from POLIS PaSS
along the SAPA0 RIVER and make junction with elements of the
1st Infantry pushing west from Highway 4. On the same day, the
1st Infantry wes given the mission of seizing and securing
HAPAOD. Company "K", lst Infaﬁtry, with Company "C", 1lth Infene
try attached, departed BANAUE on 25 July and on 27 July met the
remainder of the 1lst Battalion, 1lth Infantry, in the vicinity
of GOHANG., 22 Japs were killed during the advance of the two
golums., At this point, Company "C" reverted to battalion tote
trol and the lst Battalion, 1lth Infantry, was attacdhed to the
let Infantry. During this period, the 2d Battalion] 34 Panga=
sinan Regiment was brought forwsrd to BANAUE. This unit wes
later to prove veluable in furnishing earrying parties to troops
fighting west of Highway 4, o8 civilian carriers were scafce,

Supply difficulties continued throughout the Division
zone and air drops hecame the chief method of supply in the
BANAUE end MLYOYAO sectors. BEngineers continued their battle.
against time to clear and maintain the roads leading to all
fronts. Goneral weather conditions grew worse snd landslides
increased. With the roads reported clear, convoys heading for
the front with much needed medieal supplies, ammunition and
rations would suddeniyyéiggwﬁ§8m§elves cut off by new slides,

o R E e N S
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‘civilian laborers}, this nrege%t

SRR S SHUE e R Rl e AR a‘:‘&iv T

01d Highwey 4 north of the Jap cut~off remained im-
passable most of the time, Tor brief intervals during dry
weather, it was open, and then only to light traffic. Supply
and evacuation of troops in the EI«NGAN sres was, thersfore,
largely accomplished by GOmbln°d€ﬁ§ﬂﬁﬂcafry and moter transport
meanse For the 4,000 troops inf ANGAN area (not counting
£ %‘13 problem. Some air
drops were successfully made in “this %r it priority on eir
supply had to go to the BLWAUR sector”ﬁﬁza§ . cc9551ble to
vehicles. As & result, supply difficulti : ?ﬁ” %i%ﬁ%
greatly hindered operations west of KIANGAN, " 7

et

Troops im the IBULAC - LAGAWE -~ GURCG arss, Alg g
about 8,000, exclusive of civilian lsborers, were larvel T SAAp -
plied by combined vehicle and hand-carry over New Highwhy 4q
Gorps Bnginecrs hoped to have Hew Highwey 4 open for traffic up
to the last and most difficult rosk slide south of the IBULAD
RIVER by 28 July. This would greatly esse the supply and
gvacuation situation in both the LAGAWE snd KIANGLN arsas, as
hand~carry would only be necessary for 4 distance of 100 yards.
Supplies could then be hauled by vehicle up New Highway & to
this peint, hend~carried sround the rock slide, and then taken
by vehicle to truck heads et GUROG and KILNGAN,

Supply of troops in the BaNaUE area was lurgely by sir
drop., GBEvacuetion became & serious problem, as it involved a
hand-carry of more than 15,000 yards from BaNiAUE. For troops
fighting to the east and west of BaNAUE, the hand-carry was even
longers. -4t this time there were about 1,500 troops in the ares,
exclusive of civilien lasborers. This number was expected to
rise in the near future to about 3,500 when troops from the
MAYOYLO sector asrrived. North of the IBULLU RIVER, vehicles
could go on New Highway 4 only as far s GURUG. From this point
to & point 6,000 yards south of BaNiUE, there were nine earth
and rock slides on Wew Highway 4 for the engineers to clsar.

During the period from 27-850 July, substantial gzins
rewarded both efforts of the lst Infantry. While the push to-
wards HiaPAO wes stubbornly resisted yard by yard by well organ~
ized Jap positions located on key high ground sitretching from
GOHANG to HAPAO, a strong combat patrol advancing towards
MAYOYAO made good progress, securing DUCLIGAN on 28 July with
nil enemy contact. By late aftermoon on 31 July, the 3d Bat~
talion, lst Infantry, had reeched a position 1,000 yards esast
of HALPLO and were sttempti ”ﬁ%@& lodga 8 stropg force of Jeaps
dug in on the ridge rurning, e :
appeared 1o be well-armed Fe ”m;
chine-gun and mortar supports.
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During the first two daya of August the enemy launched
a serlas of detmrmlned all oat‘@n ggttacks agalnat 3& Bat-

weapons and mortars. The attacks WSMsfﬁgo n“uy ﬁgch tlme with
well directed small arms and artillery ﬁi“ &
dead Japs were counted. On 3 August, Compa
Infentry, secured positions on the high ground “9@0 g :

of HAPAD and immediately dispatched strong patrols tﬁ?ﬁgﬁ’e
the ground between this position and the town. &8 a result of
patrol action in this scotor, 34 Japs were killed, =zpd it was
learned that large groups of Jeps were moving northwest up ine
to the mountains,

: On 2 August, the lst Infantry was given the mission of
securing TULAID to the northeast of DUCLIGAN end exerting pres=-
sure on MLYOYAO from the west to assist in the capture of this
town. By 4 August the 24 Battalion haed relisved the 34 Bate~
talion in the BAWAUE « DUCLIGAN ares, allowing the latter to
concentrate in the HLPAO ares,

On 5 fugust a strong combat patrol composed of one
rifle platoon snd one weapons platoon of Company "G%, lst Infan=
try, and Headquarters and Company "K", 34 Provisionsl Battalion,
1st Pangosinen Regiment departed DUCLIGAN, This fores secured
TULAID on # August and then made contact with & Jap roadblock
about 3000 yards southwest of MAYOYAO, where the 1lth Infentry
wes engaged with o strong enemy force 1000 yards northeast of
towWne

1st Infantry offensive aetion during the period 6-8
hugust consisted mainly of patrol activity in the HaPAO - B4NIKI
scctor. Company "F" of the 2d Battalion was committed at this
time north of BANIKI to protect the supply line to the 3d Bat-
talion, Fanatical enemy counterattecks and desperate efforts
to disrupt communications and supply lines occurred throughout
this sector. 411 wers repulsed and heavy losses were dealt
the enemy with & minimum of loss to friendly forces.

In an effort to shorten ever-lengthening supply lines,
reconnaissance patrols from the 1st Battalion, which had now
moved up again inteo the LAGAWE ares, wers dispatched west from
Highway 4 10 seek a new itrail to elements of the 3d Battaliom
engaged with the ememy in the HAPAO area, These efforts proved

" fruitless and the reports wers ail the same: “Entire terrain

extremely rough and covered with dense vegetation, A practical
route of supply ond evacuatlen 51m91y does not exlst 1n thls
aref. TR R M gl - 5
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On 8 August, Company "K", with elements of the lst
Battalion, 1lth Infantry (PA), attacked north from their position
900 yards east of HAPAQ, and gained 1000 yards against smallearms
fire, This opposition came from a strong, well-organized enemy
defensive position, By 10 August, the attack had reached a point
1800 yards northeast of HAPAO along the ridge which dominates
the HAPAO-BLNALUE trail.

of battle Iosses end hlgh non~-batil
brought on by a high fly population and %hs‘mn
potable water. It wes a four hour round trip fie n to descend
from these ridge positions to water and climb buck’mgyhis hands

and knees with two canteens of water., The svacuation of casualties
was by a long, difficult and hagzardous hand-ceriy. Relief of these
two battalions in the HAPALO ares was, therefore, initiated on

11 August by the lst Battalion, 1st Infantry. This relief was
sccomplished on 13 August, and by 14 August, the 3d Battalion, lst
Infantry, end lst Battalion, 1llth infantry (PA) had closed into °
BANAUE, Heavy rains limited the operations of the lst Battalion,
1st Infentry, to local patrols to continue the development of the
enemy positions west and northwest of BANIKI. At 1720, 15 August,
pursuant to instruetions from XIV Corps, all offensive operations
in the Division zone ceased.

3. The Battle for MAYOYAO: (See Figs, 4).

On 26 July, elements of the 1lth Infantry (PA), with the
1st Battelion, 14th Infantry (PA), attached, advanced west from
BUNHIAN to within 1,000 yards of MAYOYAQ, encountering little
oppositions 4t this point the situation quickly developed into
what proved to be a fierce battle for control of the commsnding
terrain northeast of MAYOYAO, The enemy, estimeted to be 800-1000
in strength, and supported by machine guns and morters, wes strongly
entrenched in a.series of rock caves and dug-in emplacements on
& high ridge northeast of and overlocking MAYOYAO. This strong=
point commanded the several trails leading into MAYOYAQ and had
to be teaken.

The reduction of NAYOYAQ was to be a tough JOb
support oould not be furnished and air supngrt e

Fulile W@a&ﬁe?,_ Jver
was cbandoned and all supplls w@.ﬁher Do
Evacuation, however, had to csnilnue hy*an éxtremely dxfflcult

hand-carry to MARSAT. GRANDE, forty miles away.

Artlllery

By 1 August after heavy fighting, the 1lth Infantry (PA)
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geined a foothold on the enemy position. Although the situation
was definitely improved, the position of the leading elements was
s5t111 dominated by the enemy. 4 strong counterattack was launched
by the Japs that night, causing numerous frisamdly casueliiies, but
ne ground was given upe During the period 2-7 August, continuous

pressure was msintained on ﬁ%ﬁ@@a positions still firmly embedded
in rock caves and entrench i

drigthe highest point of the ridgs,
gbout 5000 feet in elevatﬁ%ﬁééi s 1ma losses had been S0
severe thaet the Provisional 2 %ggantry,'was disbanded

I%@n, 1lth Infantry,

impregnable rldge, and th@ approaches to MAYOYAO we ureds 41l
intelligence reports indicated that the Japs in the MAYOYAO sector
wers evacuating in small gioups both to the north toward NATONIN
and the SIFFU RIVER VALLEY, and to the south toward ALIMIT. On 8
August the 1llth Infantry entersd MAYOYAO. In the meantime, orders
had been issusd directing that the 11lth Infantry assemble in BANAUE
and that the lst Infantry take over the MAYOYAO sector. ILeaving
two companies in town, the 1llth Infantry pushed on to the west and
made jumction with Company "G", lst Infantry, near TULAID on

9 Lugust,

On 12 August, Company "G¥, lst Infantry (reinforced),
completed the relicf of remsining Filipino troops in MAYOYAC, while
Company "E". 1lst Infantry (reinforced), took over responsibility
for the DUCLIGLN area. By 13 August, the 3d Battalion, 1lth Infantry
and lst Battalion, 14th Infantry, woere assembled in BANLUE, where
they were to be rehabilitated for future commitment in the direction
of HUNGDUAN,

The 11lth Infantry (reinforced) in the MaYOYAO operstions
killed over 350 Japs and captured a lasrge and well-stocked rice
area. JLTheir own losses were over 50 killed end 200 woundeds

4o 20th Infentry Operations in the KIANCGAN-MT PULOY Sector,
24 July = 15 August: (See Fige 5).

The 20th Infantry, having relieved the €34 Infantry in
the KIANGAN area on 24 July, was essigned the mission of attacking
to the west and northwest to sgize KIANGKIANG, and of destroying

by-passed enemy groups to the' §f§gzg B, 5By the
1st Battahon, 20th Enfantry, haéf xafff"ce‘,a te bn

tlon from,a steep, heavlly'wooded raaoruback ridge s outhw S%ﬁof
PACDANe. (Sce Sketch of PACDAN position).

On 27 July, Company "B" succeeded in gaining a precarious
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foothold on a portion of this ohjective ridge, but wus uneble to
advence over the crest dus to murdcrous firs from the reverse
slope and adjscent spurs and found their position untenasble.

The objective ridge was reported to be defended by at least 100
Japs utilizing well camouilaged inter-connecting spider holes;
with ths reverse sliopes thickly studded with deeply dug, reinforced
cavEs

The next two days wé
preparstion for the next attack. Ol
strike, elements of the lst Battalion, v
elements of the lst Bettalion, RUENA VISTi Regirerby
stubbornly defended ridge end, by the close of the day
hed token the left (south) part of the objective. From thi
adventageous position they guve close support to the att:ick of the

lst Batbalion, BUENA VISTA Regiment, enabling it to secure the right

(north) portion of the objsctive after a fierce fire fight. The
enenmy immedietely launched a counterattack, which proved futile
and cost them ten killed,

‘It was found that the enemy had trensformed this ridge
line and reverse slope into a veritaeble fortress, bristling With
automatic weapons, orgsnized in depth and excellently camouflage
against air and ground observation. On the crest of the ridge,
the eneémy had constructed numercus caves which were connected by
tunnelss Spider holes were also dug on The military crest and the
reverse siope. Many of these holes had underground comnnscting
tunnelse The extremely precipitous approsches to the top of the
ridge made it difficult Lo assault. Some idea of how difficult
ig shown by the fact that it took two hours for troops to scale
the almost vertical slopes.

In the process of softening up this cbjective, Division
irtillery (roinforeed) fired over 4,000 rounds, ranging from 90mm
to 8=inch, 4.2-inch mortars fired over 4,000 rounds of HE and WP,
and 8lmm morters fired more than 8,000 rounds. In two air sﬁrlkes
nine tons of HE wnd 26,000 gallons of Napalm were dropped. In
spite of this heavy concentration of supporting fires, the Jap
fought stubbornly, tenaciously and skillfully to hold his position
until the final assault succeeded.

secure the town of PACDAV agalnsm s71gh$ oppesitio
Twenty-two Japs were kllled or, fo d§ :

prepared for defense by the &
reinforced dugouts. e

On 1 and 2 August, the lst Batbalion, 20th Infentry, .
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mopped up in PACDAN, findlpz many dead Japs from artillery fire
and alr strikes, and puch eé vesonnaigsance up the trail to the
northwest towards NI PULOY. Th's formidable hill mass, 4 to 5,000
feet in elevation, riszes precipitousiy to form a hugs, hes v%?v
wooded, semi-circular rosck “111 arcund the bowi~shaped rice iler-
races of PACDLN. The %op of this ridge wesa over two miles longe
To burn its flarks required a long merch through trail-less jungles
and over even more precipitous courty 5@%@§§ main troil to KIARG-
KIANG runs northwest and north frqwe‘“3 Y gringing up long and
f ufhin® s arnLy to

steep SWltCh‘bdQ&S to t%e summlg PN

alopes of MT PULGY and runs to the northwest toi””’ ST,
ézthough 5till rugged and mountainous, the terriin £ né %ﬁ%@
west of MT PULOY slopes downward into the KIANGKIANG-HUWGDT
leys The MI PULOY berrier forms a natural obstacle ond wes ths
most logical position from which to defend the southern spproaches
to KIINGKILNG. “

x Capbured maps leter indicsted thet a Jap battslion was
disposed in depth from MI PULOY to KTANGKIANG, with a reinforced
company dug in on the mountain itselfs 4t least three 7o5mm guns
end two 47mm guns were believed to be supporting this defensive
positinne

Compeany "B", 20th Infantry, attscking up the mountein
trail on & Lugust, met heavy resistensge from artillery, mortars
and mechine guns. Progress was slow and enemy opposition was bit-
ters Not until € fugust did Company "B" finally reach a position
roughly 500 yards sirline frow the crest of MT PULOY but about
1,300 yards measured along the treil. From here on was the steep-
e8t part of the trails Heavy rains and dense fogs hampvred the
advence during this period, and enemy artillery harassed friendly
positions nightly. In the meantimc, Company "i" protected the
rear and Company "C" the left (southwest) flank of Company "B".

From 7 to 10 August, Company "B", 20th Infantry, tried
to find a woy to knock ocub the resistance utOD MT PULOY withoub
success. The enemy covered the trall from commonding positions
which could not be outflanked., It was now apparent that & frontal
esscult to take the crest would be extremely costly., During the
same period, Company "C" probed along the trail lewding soubhwest
from PuCD&N, encountering slight resistance, until relicved by
eluments of the 2d Batta”ion, ZOth Infantry, on 9 ﬁugust. Ir the

to the southeust of M FULOY on 9 ugﬁ 2y Lt
the northwest from this 9031t10n were stogﬁéd
adverse terrain precluded any mon aver b;v
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‘believed thit the errcst Jap

enemy, during th pe iod, was ogrrefsive ond mode several smell
nnghf counterattacks.

i

]

At this time, Ifugao scouts reported the existence o
a new treil, loading over tqa southwestern part of T FULOY, which
hed besn quclamvd by Q&%L“@S ia the ares to cvold Jap unite dig-

possd along the mein trel The 20th Infantry, therefors, ordered
the 24 Betbalion to Meconnoito“ this route with the view of attsclk-
ing in this direction and by-passing th ﬂﬁwﬂh Jip position, while
the 1st Battaelion contained the enemy 45 front.

Cn 10 August, Compurioes “E“é@%gﬁ”
solidated positions gained aboubt 1,200 y%§%§{*= 9
oe%#erad opposition. On 11 rugust, Compiny el ~‘*5ﬂ%?

hig position &n& by 18 August, "wi+k the »id of the Prﬁ%?%gewq§?3
ﬁutvwllpn, B ! had geined 1,000 verds 4c %cégr: :
towards the cfest of MT FULOY. Thae Jup was now reacting toe the mate
euver and placed 7hmm fire on Company "G's' position and made smell
night infiltrations. O(re 75mm gun was firnally spotited by a cub
plans on the roverse slepe of M PULOY, but was found to be in such
& location thet artilliery fire could not rsach it. On 14 end 18
August, elements of the Buena Vista Rogiment atiacked to within 200
vards of the crest, only to be driven back by heavy Jap firs. On
15 Lugnst, offensive operations cessed.

PALAO~ANTIPOLO Avec, 24 July-1b August:
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To the south of KIANGAK, the 2d Battelion, 20th Infanbry,
was given the missiom on 24 July to sscure the DUTI-H.LILP ares,
end then sdvance in the direction of ANTIFOLU, destroying any hos-
tile foreces encountered. The 24 Battelion and Company "LM, 1l4th
Infantry (PA), which had been c.rrying on guerrille werfare against

the Jopes in this area for the pest thres months, were stteched teo
the 20th Infantry. PALLO was sscured on 26 July by Comptny "FU,
20th Infentry ond on 27 July, Compeny "BY, 20th Infentry occupisd
DUTT, kiliing 54 Japs in scatbered conmacts throughouwt the arsa.

For the next few days, 20th Infuntry patrols sesrched out
the arce to the southwest, Company "F" working in the srca south~
west of PLLAO and north of AMDUNTOG, while Compiuny "E'" operated in
the BALIAP ares. Only small Jap groups, which avoided combelt and

were guickly dispersed by artlll ery fire, 'er@ conumctei it wes

where it was estimated thet bb t &0 ¥ £
GEXI FORCT, were trying to 11%% £F.thé o B A @§h§im0537'
clements of the 24 Battalion, 1l4th Infap+ry, attacking to the south-
west from PALLO, on 30 July sscured a hill sbout 800 yards north-

cest of AMDUNTOG, killing over 50 Japs in the advonce,

&
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In the three day perlcd 1-3 Auvgust, Compeny "F", 20th
Infentry, with elements of the 14th Infantry killed or found dead
from artillery fire, over 130 Japs in the AMDUXTOG*CAC AJA area.
Company "G", which had joined Compeny "E" at DUIT on 31 July,
advanced to the south and southwest &@g,pn 3 August seized the
high ground 2,500 yards northeast of% / The next day, the
advence of this company to ths souyd sged enother 1,000
yards. ' %

At this time, in order to ellow the 20hY 2 :
its maximum effert against MT PULOY, the 634 Infantry ﬁég gﬁ%ﬁi
to relieve the 20th Infantry im the ANTIPOLO sector and contf
operations thers. On 5~6 August, slippery mountaln trails and
swollen rivers resulting from heavy rains, restricted patrol move-
ments in the area and delayed the ralief, which was not completed
until 7 Auguste.

7%%

Advencing through heavy undergrowth and up to their waists
in water-filled rice paddies, clements of the 24 Battalion, 83d
Infantry, on 8 August advanced south along the high ground which
hed bsen teken over from Compeny "G", 20th Infantry. By 11 august,
the Buttalion, assisted by Comparny "H" end Combat Company, l4th
Infantry, had secured the objective, the high pround 1,800 yards
southeast of and overlooking ANTIPOLO. Only slight resistence was
met during the advance., From 11 august to 15 August, when offen=-
sive operations were terminated, elements of the 63d Infantry pat-
rolled the ANTIPOLO area. No organized resistence was encountered,
but only small, poorly-armed, and disorganized Jap groups, which
usually withdrew without making contact, were observed. It was ap-
parent thet the Jap in this area had had enocugh.

Leter, after the 3d Battalion, 20th Infantry had teken
over responsibility for the KIaNGAW area, the Commanding Officer
of that battalion csrried on surrender negotiations for three
days, 18-20 hLugust, with Jap officers in the vicinity of AMDUNTOG.
These negotiations all fell through, as the Japs failsd to carry
out instructions agreed upon. These failures were probably brought
on by the discrgdnized state of the enemy.

64 Artillery Support (20 July -1 August}

Despite poor rowd condi ;ans.;
difficulties, the Division Artil¥ehy. (raﬁnfm;
units well forwerd and were able to support ef Ve :
of the Division. Babtery "B", 80th Field artillery Ba tﬁallon
(medium) displaced to the IBULnO RIVER near the position of Bate
tery "C", lst Field artillery Battalion on 268 July.' By 27 July &
platoon from each of these batteries were in position on Highway 4
near GUROG from which they could support the 1st Infantry in the

2 —
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HLPAC sectory These guns had to fire from positions on the trail,
berely wide encugh for 2 jesp, since there were no other position
areas in this mountainous countrys By 2 August, the remaindsr of
the 80th Field Artillery Battallon had closed into the IBULAD
RIVER position. On 4 Avgust, engineser work on Highway 4 had pro=
gressed to the point where all of Battery "C", lst Field Artillery
was able to displace to a position 4,000 yards north of GURCG.,

lery hsd moved from
onsgin KTANGAN, clos-

ig?%éég%ﬁg%; gfven

In the meantime, the 5lsi T’gg
er assembly north of the LANUT Rx?“ﬁikaﬁga
ing tber@ on 1 August, From hore, GFAQ@ Ay A

i

to ﬁiANGny, 31031nw there on 10 Aufusta

During the period the Division Artillery lost the Corps
90mm batbery (Battery "A", 161st AAf Battalion) which departed the
Division zome on 4 August. Babtery "B", 465th Field Artillery
Battalion (8" howitzer), howsver, remained and continued to give
the Division excellent support. This battery displaced forward
from its position near PAYAWAR FARM snd closed into a position
area near the lst Field Artillery Battelion on 4 August.

Artillery support wos e primery factor in getting the
Infantry forward in the MOUNTAIN FROVINCE fighting. sir support
was not always cveilable, as weather condition frequently csaused
the concellation of strikes, Infantry attacking over rugged,
mountainous, wild terrain where only foot trails existed; could
rot alwhys get adegquate support from its own wespons, chemical
morters, and tanks. Artillery, therefore, was the only real
support thet could be depended upon, raium or shine, night or day.

7s Engineer Operations,

is rains bocame longer in duration end more intense,
engineer work becams incressingly difficult. Repeated lendslides
and mud~holes developed without warning¥y g%%i‘brldges culverts,
and sometimes the roadebed ¢tse**,m,ire tht% uell e bed g washad
out, The IBULLO RIVER Jap~truck biddge was twice washed’ Gitidneing
the period 6-11 Algust, and the foot bridge™wes wmp*etely gp
down the river. The LAMUT RIVER bridge was also lkuocked out ;

intsrvals, s well as smaller bridges along Highway 4 to the north.

The major enginecer feat was the opening of New Highway 4
clear to the IBULAC RIVER by the 27th Engineer Congtruction Battalion
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(X1V corps). This mervel of field engineering was completed on

11 Avgust in extraordinerily good time, considering the
difficulties experierced. A Bailey bridge over the IBULAC RIVER
was completed by Corps Bnginecrs on 168 August. In the meantime;
the 6th EBagineer Battalion working on Highway 4 north of GUROG
nads con51derab1y betber progress than originally awbicipated; and
by 10 fugust had opensed the road clear t Aﬁéﬂﬁg With the oponﬂ
ing of New Highway 4 to the IBULAO RI?Eng e

steadily deteriorated, was abandoned angd ﬁs
and dozers. 6

During the period, more ond more dlfflculty Was%exggglaff
enced in keeping open ths road from the IBULAC RIVER crossing to
KIANGAN. This road in places passed through rice paddies which,
when wet, were bottomless. By constant work, corduroying, and
£11ling with rock, engineers were able to keep the road passeble
to vehicles, with the help of tractors at the worst spotss

The Engineers played a vital part in the mountain fighting
in the IFUGAD PROVINCE: The advence of the Divisionm high into this
rugged rice terrace country was mede possible only by the pro-
digious labor of the Engineers.,

B Medical Support,

The work of the 6th Medical Battalion was no less diffi-
gult than that of the Engineers. Long litter carries over
extremely rough terrain and precarious mounteain roads were but
routine daily problems, Particularly valuable in caring for emer-
gency casuanlties were the 24th and 55th Porteble Surglcai Hespitalse
The 55th Portable Surgical Hospital packed overland into sn arca
near the IBULAO RIVER crossing well before the opening of New
Highway 4, and the 24th Porteble Surgical Hospital packed up

" Highway 4 into BANAUE shortly after the lst Infantry took the town,

O The Divigion Comes Out of the Line.

With the cessgation of offensive operations on 15 August,
the Division imtediatsly put into effect plans which it had made
to receive the surrender of Gensral Yamashita, Supreme Commander
of the PHILIPPINES, and what was left of his XIV Area Army.
Penphlets giving surrendsr instructions were @ oppads ~
casts from I~5 planes were made. Although some n
carried on with Japanese local commanders souf
until the time the Divisicon wes relieved, thes
made by General Yamashita, Apparently tho haughty "Tiger of
Malaya' was aweiting either further instructions from Tokio, or
the announcement thet formal surrender bterms had been signed.




Howeve n 19 vafs+9 an American P-38 pilot, who hed been
foreced To bail oub over MT PULOY on 8 August, when his plane caught
fire, and had been captured by the enemy, was reburned to the
lst Infantsy lines neer HAPAD by a Japanese escort. Although the
Japs had not told this Awerisan officer that the war was over, he
had suspected &3 much, since while he was held captive at the main
enemy headguarters {presumkbly CGeneral Yanashitafs); the treat-.
ment accorded him by the Japs suddenly took a degd (dgtuﬁ@ ﬁ@rf
the better on the morning of 15 Au?usta The;‘- : ¥
Division Headguarters with a letter, dated L%
to the "Commander of the Americen Forces™ frdme 4
Chief of the Japanese Army”, Although the szvnaturé was ill@glble,
it was believed to have been signed by General Yemashita himself,
The letter had ldttle to say other than thet the Ameriean officer
had refused to divulge any information, had conducted himself
admirably, and since he was of no further value, was being revurned
to the American forces. On 21 August, just befors the Division was
relieved, this officer was flown in an L~5 over the ares southwest
of HUNCGDUAN and posibively located the main enemy headguarters
where he had been held captives That this was General Yamashita's
headquarters was later confirmed, when communications between
General Yameshita himeelf and the 324 Infantry Division were estabe
lished on 25 August after a Cub plane flying over the gres had
dropped o message to him the day before, Cub pilets also observed
gt this tims theat large groups of Jap scldiers were assembling in
the general vicinity of the headquarters. apparaently in preparas-
tion for an actual surrender.

On 16 August the Division was alerted for movement to
Japan as part of the Americen Army of Occupation. XIV Corps issusd
orders on 18 August for the relief of the Division by elsments of
the 32d Infentry Dl?lolon end the Division began its movement outb
of the mountains.,

The 1st Infantry was ordered to assemble in the Division
camp area north of the LAMUT RIVER, except for one Battalion
{=one Company) which wes to remain at tiae IBULLO RIVER crossing
until relieved, The 1lth Infantry (24 Battalion), with the lst
Battalion, 14th Infantry, 3d Batbalion, Ist Pangasinan Regiment,
and 24 Battalion, 3d Pangasinan Regiment attached, was ordered to
assemble at BANAUB awaiting further instructions. The 20th Infantry
was ordered to assemble in the Division camp area, except for one
company to remain at KIANGAN umtil relieved, Tha 14%h Infantry _
(~lst Battalion end 3d Battalion (=Company "L") and BUENA VISTA, ¢
Regiment were ordered to assemble in KIANGAN, Whlle the 2d %&*”@11 :
2d Pangasinan Regiment and Company "IV, 3d Pangesinan Regxme 0 e
which had been securing Highway 4, were ordered to me
awaiting further instructions, Gompany AV, 6th Edgine *axtallan,
elements of the 6th Medical Battalion, and the 24 >le
Surgical Hospital were ordered to remain in the L&GEWE-KIA&GA& aresa
until all 6th Infantry Division troops had been relieveds.
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At 1800, 21 Auguvst, the 3d Battalion, 128%h Infantry of
the 32d Infantry Division compietsd the relief of 6th Infantry
Forward areas and all Filipinoc units

passed to the conbtrol of the 32d Infantry Division. By 24 August
all troops of the Division had closed into their assembly areas.

The Division was finally out of the hills,

Division elements in the

During the campaign in the CAGAYAN VALIEY, the Division
killed 7,702 Japs, took 925 PW's, and captured o@{dgste !
800 enemy vehicies, tons of emmunition, and iargcg

gignali, =and ordnance supbllos. Battle. ]
rounded and ingureau
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Division were 22 dead and 432
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SUMMARY OF LESSONS LEARNED

.

1s Operational:

as Beating the Jap At His Own Camey

In the campaign fought along Highwey 4, where in-
creasingly rugged, wild and densely vegetated terrain was met
as the adyance progressed, it was sgain pointedly brought out
that one of the bsst ways to defeat the Jap is to push through
his position, end once in behind him, to keep moving forward,
keeping him off belence, and nsver giving him & chance to recover.
These are favorite Jap tactics, but turﬁ%ﬁ gainst him, they work
even better., When our froops get in be i, o the Jap becomes
confused and does stupid things in hisseffonis #& s oup the
situation. From the LAMUT RIVER to KIANGAW, ?1@% ruas for
20 miles, every foot of which is ideal ambush oountry. %6 %E%@
pushing forward rapidly in such terrain, despite Jap infiltraw
tions and harassing raids on our supply lines, was a risk, but -~
it shortened the campalgn many weeks and saved many casualties,
Had our troops stopped to secures the flanks of the road in this
jungle-mounteain country, the Jap would have had time to get sst
for our successive attacks. As it turned out, the Jap was knocke
ed off balance, and was able to make only two major stends during
this drive, one nesr PAYAWAN FARV and the othsr at LANE'S RIDGE,.
It is true that during the carlier pert of the advance, our
losses from repeated Jap ambushes and raids on our supply trains,
day and night, were greabter than our losses in the attack, Never=-
theless, these losses were Jjustified, Lives were saved by
vigorously pushing up the road end avoiding costly attacks against
Jap groups on our flanks, These by-passed groups of Japs had
only a limited time to harass our lines of communication, as they
could not supply themselves, and were forced to withdraw sooner
or later. The very fact that these tactics shortened the cam-
paign saved additional lives.

b. Artillery and Air Preparations in Depth:

In this campaign our advance was tied 4o the one
existing mountain road, Highway 4, because of the extreme diffi-
culty of oross-=couniry movement:. By the same token, the Jap dem
fense was also tied to the road, These conditions made the
employment of eartillsry and air in depth particularly effective,
as succeeding objectives, for days ahesd, could be readily sece
lected and all possible defensive localities in-the ares could
be constantly pounded, day and n%‘ Eg hod an &caumulatlve

5’% %,\ :u
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effect that grew in intensity as the advence progressed deeper
into the enemy's position. It immcbilized him, disrupted his
supply, evecuation, and communicetions, destroyed his defensive
positions, caused him constent casualties, herassed his reserves,
gave him no rest, and lowered his morale to the breaking point.
Against these teciics, the Jap hud no defense, To escape this
relentless punishment, he had to either die, or withdraw far to
the rear. The hundreds of dJaps found dead from artillery, air
bombing, strafing and Fapalm strikes alerg Hichway 4 durlng the
advancef attested to the dsedly effectiy £

fany PWis testified as to the devastatik
ing end air strikes had on the nerves and wo
not only in the fromt lines, but also all alohg LHGS
communications and in their rear areas. Many, who caui&%&r
stand the punishment eny longer, committed suicide, ran to the o
roer, or made sulecidal banzai attacks against our troops to end
their suffering.

¢, Taotics Used Against Jap Delaying Positions:

The terrsin encountered by our troops shortly affer
the crossing of the L.MUT RIVER was & combination of very steep
rugged hills, deep river gorges and densely forested jungls
terrain with many bamboo thickets.

Difficulty of sross=country movement combined with
limited visibility made the delaying tactics of the Japs ex-
tremely effective. Thses delaying positions were usually found
glong narrow trails ot o sherp bend. Consisting of several NMis
supported by a few riflemen, these positions had to be flanked,
as sny frontal assault along such & narrow trail would be very
Cos tl}"c

Flanking movements around such delaying positions,
where the terresin would permit, were usually successful because
of the lack of depth in sach of the Jap positions. The direct
fire end crushing power of tamks and Quad B0's in half-tracks,
where they could be used, quickly reduced meny Jop delaying
positions.

Where the Jop position was a strong point, it wes
usually located so that its flanks were sscured by natural
barriers made by cliffs or deep and thickly covered draws, This
necessitated the massing of all artillery snd supporting weapons
to keep the Jap in his reverse slope defense
could advmnce, under covering Tire, to th
enemy with small arms, bazookas, and gr%ﬁf
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de Air Support:

Because of fog and low-hanging ¢louds prevalent
in the eerly morning hours, close-support air strikes preceding
an attack were frequently delayed or cancelled. The resulting
delay in the time of attack somstimes gave the attacking forces
insuffidisnt time to comsolidate their gains and plan defenses
properly prior to dark. 8everal sharp Jap counterattacks at
dusk were partially successful for this reason.

A Philippine Army umit enga%gﬁ
force in positions along a high ridge us
the meximum edvantage. Friendly artille B
ing distence of this action. During one air 5Strike '{t was notic-
ed that the Japs pulled out of their ridge positions and ccoupied
caves oh the slopes while the strike wus in progress. The follows
ing day, after the strike was completed, several planes continusd
to make dwmmy runs on thé Jap held ridgéﬁ The enemy thinking the
strike still in progress, stayed in his caves and allowed the
Philippine army units to take the hill and occupy the Jap posie
tions withoub a single casueliy.

e« Viar Dogs:
The Scout Dog Platoons were very effective in close
terrain, becsuse the dogs frequently pointed out Jap defenses

and ambushes while they wore still invisible to the Infantry.

¥. Communications:

Forward units in places accessible only with great
diffioulty and where radio communication wss lacking were
frequently contacted by sn observer in = cub plans eguipped with
an SCR 300 netted with the ground commeander's radioc.

Be Self-propelled Quad B0isq

Quadruple 50 cal ALk MG®z, wounted on half-tracks,
were successfully used in spreying bamboo~filled draws believed
to contain Jap delaying psarties and embush groups. This fire
eliminated the necessity for a tedious, time consuming searg
thereby increased the speed of the advance. The half»tr&%%“
used in several instances to evacuate oasualtla‘m Lo
which were subject to Jap ambushes,

he Convoying Trains:

M-8 Scout cars and the half-tracks of the ALA were
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used to convoy supply trains to and from forward units. Their
presence undoubtedly accounted for the safe passage of many cone
voys and assisted in destroying Jap ambush parties when attacks
were made on convoySs The elimination of such embushes, however,
wes not complete until Infantry and Guerrills patrols and oute~
posts had pushed out several thousand yards from the road and
seoured the country for possible hiding places of Jep raiding
parties.

i. Artillery:

90mm &LA guns, controlled and directed by the Division

Lrtillery, were used extensively in placing hersssing and inter=
diction fires on Jap bivouacs in reer arcas and on critical points
along the narrow trails,

Photo strips were used extensively, particularly in
the later and more stabilized phases of the campaign, Lt times
the strips provided inadeguate coverage, apparently because a
regular pettern of photoéraphlc flights had been impossible.
Strips were not slways issued in sufficient copiecs. 1/50 000
maps, while good for the plains, were distorted in both direc~
tion ond distance for the mounteins.

Meny c¢ommand, reconnaissence, lisison, and supply
missions were flown by Division srtillery Cubs for all units of
the Division, There is an urgent need for the organic assign-
ment of two {2) L-5 aircraft to Division Headquarters and one
(1) to each Infantry Regiment, these planes to operate under
the technical control of the Division Artillery Air Section.

2¢ Propagenda Warfere;

During the course of the campaipgn (July 1 to August 21)
in the CARABALLO MOUNTAINS, two methods of nullifying the enemy's
combat efficiency proved to be particularly effective. The
first was a 7 hour ermistice on July 24, devised to allow enemy
elements to surrender in comparative safety. The other was %o
emiploy PW's to reenter enemy lines voluntarily and encourage
demoralized groups to surrsnder.

The armistice on July 24 was fully publlolgeé%%
hand by propagandas leaflets and broadcasts fr. %g Al 11
system mounted in an LB, Although Wnd"igﬁégg
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the peried were negligible, the truce evidently produced these
pronounced effects: (1) OQur strict compliance with the terms
helped to dispel the enemy's preconceived conception of our
insincerity snd deceit, (2) The seven hours of insctivity
provided time for the Japs to consider and evaluste their plight,
and (3) A moral advantage was gained by offieri} :
surrender because it implies that the enemy's:
and that the truce is a generous gift from &5Y
inferior force. The reluctance to surrender on thé &av
truce cay be attributed to the following conditions: SPeclal
precautions were taken by enemy outposts to insure that nene
could approach the smerican linesg meny elements were stranded
in remote arsas and had no knowlsdge of the location of American
lines; and the disgrace of surrendering deterred such &n ostenw
sible action during the spcoified period., However, this unusual
occurrence must have disturbed the stereotyped Jzpanese mind and
further depressed the cnemy's morale.

The technigue of using FW's to encourage their comrades
and compatriots to surrender was again tried during the campaigne
After the care and attemtion afforded these PW's, they were
enthusiastic sbout locating other enemy elements and revesling
the unexpected kindness of cur treatment. Formosans werse
employed for missions because they had not been so extensively
indoctrineted with the ignominy of surrender and were therefore
willing to face their comrades alter having done s8v. However,
this procsdure is limited by certain conditions. It could
hardly be expected that PR's could procede through organized -
enemy positions and return unmclested with any sizeable group,
and ample protection from any retributions on the part of
civilians had to be insured, During August, when PW's contacted
enemy groups west of SANTA CRUZ, NUEVA VIZCAYLA, several Jap
groups, mostly Formosen, the largest of which tobaled 65, re-
turned with the FW's and surrendered to our troops.

3. Supply and Evacuatiom:

8. Supply by Alr:

Barly in July the main effort of the Division was
ncing made in the mounteinocus terrain west of the CAGAYAN VALLEYg
where only one wseble supply route, Highway 4, and mountaim € 3\
trails passable only to foot troops and in a few lngg;gﬁ ;
pock animals, existed. It soon became eppa %% St e D
would have to resort to air supply Of 0 trodg; i
units were instructed to select the % svailable adr drop areas
within their zones of action as they é&&@aé&; g
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During the first part of July, the 14th Infantry
Regiment, a Philippine Army unit, operating near DUIT, south
of KIANGAN, came under ¢ontrol of the Division., This unit,
with a strength of 1500, was isclated from all roads, and on
5 July the first air drop asked for by the Division in the
campaign was requested. Laber, both 20th Infantry and 63d
Infantry troops, were committed in this area and air drops
continued wntil friendly troops were‘w1thdrawn from the sector
at the end of the campeign., Air drops in
alweys successful; owing to inexperience
selecting air drop areas toc close to the fr inon
a few occasions the enemy bensfited as much from air drons s
the Pilipinos did.

In KIANGAN, air drops were used to supply 2000 %o
3500 troops for over two weeks. Alr drops in KIANGAN were very
successful, as supplies dropped outside the drop area could be
recovered,

At BANAUE, air drops of ammunition and rations for
a strength of 1900 troops commenced on 22 July. By 4 August,
the strength in the BiNAUE sector had increased to 4000,
necessitating the use of pack horses and carrying partiss to
supplement the limited amounts of supplies that could be dropped,
because of drop eommitments in other arsas. Air drop at
BLNAUE was discontinued on 10 August when Highway 4 was opened
to Jjeep traffie. During August, a force of 400, sent from
BANAUE to DUCLIGAN by the lst Infantry, and enother lst Infantry
task force of 1500 at HAPAC, were also partly supplied by air.

On 25 July the 1lth Infantry Regiment (PA) {reinf)
under the control of the 6th Division, wes committed near
BUNHIAN, where no road net existed and supplies had to be hand-
carried from MARSAT GRLNDE, loeated 25 miles to the sast,

28 July this unit was heavily engaged 1000 yards from MAYOYAQ,
and could no longer bring forwerd sufficient supplies from
MARSLT GRANDE, now 40 miles awaye. Air supply waes initiated

27 July end continued every three days until 9 August, at which
“time the 11th Infenbry moved to BANAUE.

. During the pericd 3 July to 15 August = total of
5& airdrops were made to supply troops whose streﬁgth
7000 a% the peak of air drop supply during the & sﬁﬁwp :
July and the first week of August. Part -%; ses was
caused by demage to.containers, g
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Total tonnage of supplies air dropped end recover-
ed during the period 6 July to 14 August were as follows:

Tons Tons Tons % of
Requested Reooveived Lost Loss
Rations 506 374 132 . 264 17'
Ammunition . 213 157

Signal Supplies 11
Medical Supplies 2
Tobtals 732

* Aversge Loss,

Air drop aress should be carefully selected and
located well in reaer of fromt lines to insure full recovery of
supplies dropped. Markings of drop areas should be changed fre=
quently to insure that the enemy will not be able to set up an
air drop area within his own lines and receive the air drops
through the use of Us S. markings. The use of varied colored
smokes to mark drop sreas proved to be very successful and does
away with the need for changing panel markings freoguently.

be Hand Carrisrs and Psck Animels,

In the area west of KIANGAN, a total of two battaw
lions were operating in rough, densely wooded terrein, preolud~
ing the use of air dropse. Civilian carriers were used in large
numbers with excellent results. Durzng the initial phases of
operations in KIAWGAN, supplies were air dropped in a central
location and hand-carried to the front line units. Later, as
roads became pmsseble to KI4NGAN, supplies were haulesd in by
truck to the hand-carry starting point. :

A peak total of 4000 troops were deployed in the
BﬁNﬂGE secetor, which required the use of civilian carriers to
haul supplies into the area to supplement thosc dropped by eair.
4L otal of BOO carriers were employed to haul supplies 15 miles
from GUROG to BANAUE, & two day trip due to the terrain, and a
€rip in which only half of the carrisrs could carry supplies,
while the other half rested.

B

Carrlers had been used prior to thms tlmc xn t

Thig fact probably accounts for the %réat success the ﬁzvlszon
had in the employment of civilian car¥iers in the latter park
of the campaigne.
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The Division found that owing to the large number
of trecops in the BLNAUE and YIANGAN arca, the combincd use
of carriers availablé and air drops could not adequately supply
the troops committed, and thet other methods of supply had to
be used to supplement those elready in use. Fack horses filled
this need., By 3 August the Division Qivil Affairs Section
had procured 98 horses and had turned over 68 of them to the
lst Infentry and 30 to the 20th Infantry., Heavy pack saddlgS.. w2
were availebie in large quantities, but only 35 lightowdéde

saddles, sultable for small Filip @@%fgﬁia%%g
Cargo peck boards were found to b % b
pack saddies. In addition to hiringitd se8, wth

Affeirs Section hired one civilian te take“care of each horse.
Pack teams consisting of 17-20 horses, were organized and an
experienced soldier pamckmaster was placed in charge.

o

The success of the Division in employing pack
trains indicates that plans for mountein oporations should pros
vide for an ample supply of pack horses,

Gs Evacuations

Evacuation was one of the most serious problems
faced by the Divisions When troops first reached the IBULAO
RIVER~KILNGLN area, all evacuation from forward positions was
by a long, difficult hand carry over proeipitous mountain
trails. Air evecuation by L-5's, landing on the road just north
of the IBULAC RIVER; was not feasible, sinee a sufe airstrip
could not be constructed in this rough terraine

Litter bearers faced longer and more difficult
carrics, as the troops advanced deeper into the mountains,
trails became less distinct, and rains increased in intensity
and duration, Ono of the most difficult carries was that from
the LETIPOLO position to KIANGAN. The route, although only
about 8 miles long, traveled over the top of a 3000 foot moun-
tain, passed through rice paddy arcas three to four feet under
water, and crossed four large streams which wore unfordable
during rains. The trip normally required two days for o man
walking in dry weather. In rainy weather, the trip oftcn took
four days. Casualtics werc often hand-cazrled not by enlisted
modical personnel, (this back breaking job would ¥ill a whl%
wen), but by Ifugeo natives, These brown, naked mens
or more to a litter, carried casualtiss out with ¢
eulty, but more swiftly than could be don@‘by
Whore trails becams narrow ledges on thel
carried the litters on their heads with on 8t each end.
L single misstep would have sent the casualty hurtllng down
hmdreds of feet to the floor of the canyon. However, our
casualties were cvacuated without = single loss, One severs
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Upuneture wound of the chest" case was carried 8 miles from
the viciniby of ANTIPOLC to KTANGAN by the litter bearers of
a Collecting Company and civilians. The trip required 28

men and eight hours of gruelling labor. When the hospital was
rcached the casualty was barcly able to murmur, "Thenk God and
the Medics, we mede it.Y

In the inaccessible arcas in which the Divisieniy
zound 1tsclf operatlnb_ portable surglcwl hospltalg'w ' :

cuce in mountain flght¢ng is & must, if
are to be given & chance to live. .

ds The Employment Of'WEaﬁaL%j

On 3 July, 12 weasels were received by the Divi-
gion, 5 each of which were issued to the lst Infantry and 63d
Infantry, and 2 to the 6th Signal Companya.

Teasels were used to haul supplies and lay wire on
soft slippery roads, but in spite of cautious employment and
driving, at the end of one woek of operation, more than half of
the weasels wers deadlined because of broken parts and worn oub
track suspension systems. In some places, weascls were immo=
bilize by mud so thick that the tracks lost all traction. Be-
¢ause of their inherent mechanical weaknesses, the usc in the
future of weasels in mountainous terrain is not rccommended.

¢y Bnemy Equipment Salvage.

Throughout the whole campaign, large guantities of
captured supplies presented g problem, because the Division had
only one section of a Quartermaster Salvage Platoon attached.
It was necessary to set aside guartermasier transportation and
peraonnel to collect and evacuate captured, equipment and sup-
plics to rear collecting points. Because of the small size of
the provisional salvage group, much of the captured supplies
could not be evacuated, but had to be destroyed to prevent re-
capture, souveniring and looting. Unit commanders are not able
to carry on and supcrvise salvage operations simultaneously
with tactieal operations. This work should te done by guali-
fied teams attached to o Divisicn for an entire operations

5 Personnel Metters.

a. Casualties.

Battle casualties during the p{riAd (1 July to
16 August) averaged slightly over 8 per day; ' mon-battle casusli-
ties were comparatively light., Living conditions in the upper

& —
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In June, 8 officers and 105 snliisted men were reliicved f"oﬁ

CAGAY.N VALLEY and in the mountains of IFUGLO PROVINCE were
far from desirable. However, by continued eareful suporvision
end strict enforcement of sunitary wmeesures, illncss was held
to & minimum except in one isoleted instence.

be The Readjustment Program and Moralo.

The initiation of the Roadjustment Program con~
sunsd considerable time ond plamning throughout the pericd.

gesignment with the Division; in dJuly,
listed men;-in August, 5 officers and i
later in August, 800 cdditional en’
from assignment with the Division
Ldjusted Rating Scores of 85 or higifr.

The morale of persomnel of the Division was uni-
formiy excclilent througheout the periods Initially, there was
considerable question and some dissatisfacbion among the men
concorning the Roadjustment Progrime. 48 further information
was disseminsted and all porsomnnel came to realize ail the
problems invelved; the gensral outlook concerning the Readjust-

"ment Program begame more favorsble.

¢, Labor

Beeause of poor condition of roads and the digw
tance involved, it wus necossery throughout July end the first
part of lugust to sscure large nuawbers of native earricrs to
furnish supplies of rations and emmunition to tho front line
units. From 1800 to 2000 of thosc leborers were sceured through
the Division Civil 4ffairs Qffice, daily. Whoen the use of car-

riers was insufficient, Civil Affeirs secured horses which wore
organized into pack trains, To secure this numbor of animals,
it was necessary Uo comb the eptire orsa. Local eivil offi-
cials assisted racerieily in the rrocurcment of labor and pack
carricrs.

6. Madical

a, Water Supoly:

As in previous opsrations, watcr was drawn £
wells sunk near the ban’ts of streams and not from 3
themselves. Althcugh the snginsers loocsted wa :
close to forward troeps as possible, h&n@agﬁ rysof . was
oftén noce g38ary. Troops were froquen 25 od e résort to
the use of boiling and helazone e ;to furify woter from
2prings or strgams. The restricted” amcunu of wator preeluded

Wy o




.fully occupied torritory. In fori

adequate sterilizetion of mess~kits in some instances.

be Ingocct Control:

Mosquitoss of the anophsles minimus veoricty were
found to be breeding in large numbers along the banks of nearly
211 the streams in arsas occupled by American troops. Whenever
Peagible the banks of streams within two miles of bivouaes wsre
sprayed weekly with 5% DDT in oil,

tilon of berd-ng places qu1ckxyroa
@ffects of sworms of fliss wore s

c, Commmicable Discases:

The problem of supply snd evacuation in the HAPAO
aree produced an excessive numbsr of disrrhee cseses in ono bat-
talion. There were several contributory factors. Widsly dis-
persed troops depended on sir drops and pack trains for food
and water, Food containers dropged by eir frequently burst, ex-
posing the food to contoamination, Water was sufficient in meny
instences only for drinking and cooking, and not for adequate
sterilization. Flies were thick. Enemy action prevented the
burial of numerous enemy dead in the close proximity of our
troops. 4 Pilipino battalion, whose sanitation stondurds were
poor, were fighting alongside the American hattalion. Diarrhesn
and dysentery rapidly increased in number to 178 in the one
American battalion in two weeks, This outbreak brought out
foreibly how difficult it is to eliminste diarrhes in & forward
area during combat, once it haes become thoroughly infected.

&

Meny cases of fever of undetermined origin were
adumitted to I 1v1sion hospitals, the greater part of the 138
cases of malaria admitted beftween 1 July and 15 Lugust being
from troops in active combat. One causative factor weas the
failure of troops in combat to teke ﬁh& reguired suppressive
dose of two stabrine tablets per da One succuasful method g
used by several units in combat, was to edminister 4 tablets
daily, to make up for ths periods of close contact when it
not alweys possible to get atebrine vo 21l men. s ‘

7+ BEBEngineer,
as Landslides:
;?V A a . > > 2
The engincer problem of opening end meintaining

.88 T
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Highwey 4 was GONgllG&tEi by cxcessive landslides. These wore
usunlly ¢learsd in the normael menunsr by dozing the debris over
the s’de of the road wﬂd by restoring original grade and drain-
ages However, in numerou? cases the rosdbed itself had slipped
owey from the mountain sides In such cases, it was nocessary
to blast oub foundations, crib up revetments, and £il1l in & new
roadbed. To specd up the operations, it was found that consid-
erable time was saved, except in solid rock, by construction of
low cribs, 2 or 3 feet outside the previous road bod, znd 4 or
5 fect below. An initisl low narrow fill wzs pushed across.
enabling light wvehicles to cross the dip immedictely, The ox-
pedient was asubseguently develobed by & strong re tainlnﬁgﬁﬂﬁ‘
&wd filling to the former level, without 1rtcrr‘ tlnw HEigs

raffic, %ﬁ%

be Haintenance of OldyF

5 8 Bl
4 heavy drain on ¥fie strength of the 8th Engineer

Combat Battalion was the mainternance of 0ld Highway 4, a narrow,
ong~wey, hend-constructed rowd which had besn abandoned several
years previously. The roud had been surfeced with hand plaged
stone and was capeble of cerrying six ton loads, Division
Yraffic resulted in gquick deterioration of the roasd. It was
found that hand lsbor bo place roek snd corduroy in the worst
places wes the only satisfaetory meothod of maintenancece Trucks
were limited to half-capsciby losds. 4 conbinuous pick and
shovel ditching gang wes necossury to counteract the innumer-
able springs that bubbled zlong end in the road bed, Muech of
the time, two companies cnd 200 civilisha laborers were thrown
inte the fight to keep 01d Highway opon, and even then it was
out 60% of the time.

¢y Bridges:

In the rugped mountelinous aree .of operctions,
bridging the numerous rivers and gorges was mede doubly diffi-
cult by fluctuating flow of water, steep banks, end inaccessible
bympaosesa Intermittent rains transformed dry washes into
raging torrents within en hour. In order to kesp a lins of
svnply ooun oﬂhlnd tnc ”dVanCG o; 1nf»t¢ry‘trooca, brlqgﬁﬁ“

W@Ofﬂby @ﬂmm:@&*&dznauﬁ ”wm§
end lumber. In one case, these long bgﬁj@l ¢
stringers over & desp gorge, madé poss %a@a
saved 2,000 board feet of luﬁber§s~ 11

to the advencing infantry 24 hour
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salvaged steel members expeditsd work in five similar cross=-
ings which would otherwise have been delayed until standard
timbers could be brought up from supply depots far to the rear,
At the IBULAO RIVER, the engineers devised o unique solutione.
The river was approximately 300 feet wide and 3 to & feet
deep, the current wos swift, and the river bed strewn with
boulders that mmde fording treacherous, The wrea was scouted
for sbandoned Jep trucks, which were dragged into the river
to serve as bents,; across which 8 by 12 timbers were laid for
a treadway . Bulldozers maneuvered the vehicles into posltLon
and then heaped rocks and boulders around them as anchors g §
High water occasionally rose over the bridge for foqr orft
hours, but repair crews easily replaced ddmagea@seat Qﬁ@é
short time. This 8 ton bridge w %%g %% u%
gz

to an Infantry Regiment plus 35 troops for
several wesks, until a Bailey bridres
and constructed at this ecritical™point.

4 be brgugh% forward
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The LUZOE Campaign was over. For 219 succesgive days,
from @ January to 15 August 19458, treops of the Division had becn
in combate landing in the assscult gt LINGAYEN GULF, the 634 In-
fentry {Corps Rescrve) saw heavy fipghting in the capture of ROSLRIC,
while the rest of the Division pushed inland, and fought tho battle
of the CABARUAY HILIE and took MUNOZ whero the largest concentros
- tion of Jap armor encoumt3red in the Pacific War was iiguidated,

- After scizing Sal JOSE, the g Juway to the CAG.YLY VALLEY, the Div-
ision advenced to BalER BAV %JL DTMunL&N BuY on hp east coap
LUZON. Moving swiftly down the CEN T
in 2 rapid edvonce rctook the mejic
while the rest of tho Division lau . - &'; % Sl
the heavily fortified SHIMBU LINE &g n@§$%A;ILA; "Hers were 7ought
gome of thoe most savags engagements of the FPacific Wer. TVhen hhe
o Division left this area, the center of the SHIMBU LINE had been
s shattered, and its fl“ht anchor greatly weakened. ufter mopping
up in BATAAKN and ZAMBLLES Provincs, the Division moved to the north
up Highwsy & and relieved the 37th Infantry Division in the ARITLO-
BAGABLG arcas Afber seizing SALINAS~PINGKIAN encd KAYAPL in rapid
succession, the Division launched the drive up Highway 4 which
e wound up the LUZOF Campaign.

=

In this campaign, the Division killsd. 20,480 Jups and
- took 1,369 Pits. Friendly losses were heavy, battie cosualties
totalling 854 dead, 7 missing, and 3,228 woundsd and injured.

s

Troops stbtached to the Division @Urlna he campaipgn suffered an
additional 62 dead and 288 wounded crd injured. The losses of
the three Infantey Regiments of the Division were a littls over
93% of the Division total. Battle casuslties by regiment were as
follows s

¥KIA WIA ITA HIA DOW TOTAL

1st Infantry 212 660 258 4

20th Infentry 205 719 296 2

83d Infentry 246 890 187 P

Totals 663 2,268

e8sembly area,
i art in th@ Occupation
ly beg“n.an in ,p61ve rehabilitation prom

The fighting was over.
the Division looked for
of Japan, and immediat
gZrome
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