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The fo11oftlnit report covers the operations 
of the 6th Infantj,,"Y'lli.\i1.Si,oh 1+-' YIi.N VALLEY of LUZON fror.} 1 
July to 21 August 1945 during '\~mc. e Division lvas part ofl 

the XIV Corps operat.ing 1.mder Eighth' Army~ , . report is a con­
tinuation of a previously suomi tted report co, the action of the 
Division prior to 1 July 1945 when Sixth Army ted tho oper<ltions 
on LUZON.. ! 

At the time of the cessation of hostilities \~th Japan 
on 15 August 1945~ this'Div~sion was probably the Dost hea'~ly en­
gaged Division in the U. S,; Arroyo 1;.11 three Infantry P..eg:i.ments were 
ca.1Jlll1i tted" When hostilities ended, the 1st Infantry advCl!lcing eapt 
from B\NAUE had made junction With Filipino forces neur lJ1\YOYAO and 
were mopping-up a bard-won ridge over-looiting HAPAO Oll the northern 
approach to IrJ1mDU.lU'I Cl The 20th Infantry :bad turl:lod tho western 
anchor of the formidable Jap poei tion on MT PULOY (11.,500 it" eleva­
tion) l,irhich had iNi thstood a ttac~{ from' its frontal approaches a.nd 
110re wi thin sight of the ,lap COlTlt1unica tion center KIANGKIlili"G to 
the south of nlJNGDUIJ..N. Tho 6Jd Infantry pushing south from KI1umi'..N 
i1ad captured ANTIPOLO, u lurge food urea, whieh was sorely needed by 
the beleaguered Japs. The Division Artillery had an 1.U1.usually large 
nUt'llber of :rO!:l1.U1.el"atiYO targets upon which· to bring -their gun-power 
to bear. The Division Engineers accomplished a rr~jor engineering 
feat in opening Nmv lfighvm.y 4 clear to BAHA.UE. Tho 6th l10dical 
Bc>.tt:1.lion and all elivisional service units h:J.d porfo!'r.1ed l'TIQ.gnificent­
J.:y to oyerC0rtle the problens of the uost difficult supply and evac­
uation difficulties tho Div-ision h::.td ever faced. Certainly on IS 
August 1945 the situation of General Ya:r:1ashitn" Suprer.lo CODI.1anOOr in 
the PHILIPPINES, cOf.lplotoly cut-off in the rur;gocl 1:10untains of the 
IFUGAO PROVINCE, could be considered hopeless!) 

The final emptor of the long and saw.goly fought campaign 
of LUZ01r ms been Written. Since 9 JanuaI"'J 1945 1'Thon tho assault 
landing WQS r:1ade in IInGL'~YEN GULF, elm'lents of the Division have been 
actively committed in cor.lbat.. It is believed th::.t tl1is record of 
219. daY~e:~ ~~ps fC i~ ~f~~s.~,~d in tho P~ci~ic rIar; The 
act:Lon ~s, ~~. ~~ofll . 1.i:f:' Iosq~s r'S,vere.. It:LS "Co our :L:mmori:..1.1 
dead; rathtfr ~haEJ to \18 the livingj 'that we owe our success in arms. 

C. E. HlJRDIS 
ll~jor General., U.. S. Army 

COr:JJ:;1anding 
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INTRODtTCT I ON 

At OOOl~.. 1945.. tho XIV Corps took ovor opcra.tions 
ill NORTHERl~ LUZON rps uno t.t the same tirn.o, to.cticc.l 
rosponsibility for om Sixth Army to Eighth Arroyo 
This dcto fom"d the ~thc 63d Infuntry uttacking 
northwoat along Old, (fa~. he v-i c inity of IluCAB, 
after Q..11 udva~lCo from the IJllvIUT'~ IlER wili ' egu..'1 on 13 Jmlo. 
The 1st Iufa..'1try ->ffaS in the prooess of moving c· Dxeu .llorth of 
the IJ.JIIDT RIVER, as eloments [?f tho Regiment· eliovcd in tho 
SALINAS-PINGKIAN-K!1.YAPA urea by olooc:mts of tl1q Infantry 
Division. At the sa.mo time the 20th Infantry had begun its move­
mont east i'rom BAGABJ..G to relieve elemOl'lts of the 37th Infmltry . 
Division along Highvn,y 5 botv.roon the MkGAT R!VER crossing 0.11d 

IUiG.4I.N. (Soe • 1). 

The priTIl.8.ry miSSi0l1 assignod the Division by XIV COl'pa 
was to continuo the attack to tho northwest to seize KIj~~GA}J, end 
to preparo for furthor a.dvance on Corps ordor to seize HlIT~GDUAIf 
ar.;.d Bl'.NAUE. other missions were to socure the CAG.hYl11-l VALLEY and 
tho unintorrupt0d use of Higll1'ffiY 5 in the Division zone, to seize 
JOJ:.JES and to reconnoitor the DIBULUAN o.nd DABUBU RIV"ER VALLl!.~S I 
and to racor.noitor Sc.st from ILA.G1u\f toviU.rds Pill.NA.N BJ...Yydestroy... 
ing any o~omy encountered. 

Combat u..~its attached to the Division at this time in-
eluded: 

BUENA YISTb Rogiment (PA) 
2d Provisio:::J.al Bv.tt[,liol1, 3d PANGlillINAN Regiment (G) 
2d Pro-v"isiono.l Battalion:! 2d PJJ:mASUJb.J.\f Reginent (G) 

Battery "B":1 465th Field Artillery Battalio::J. (8" HOW) 
Battery nAIl, 161st MiA Battalion (9Omm) 
2d Plo.toon.. BE.'.ttcry "B lf 

, 209th AJ;.A (AW) Battalion 
(M-51 1 S 011 Halt-TrnckB) 

Provisional Platoon, Battery itA II , 209th Al:..A (AW) 
Batto.1ion OJ-51! s on H£..Jf-Tracks) 

Company !lBl!~ 85th ChElmica1 Mortnr Batto.lion 
Compnny !~n, 754th Tank BO;:ttdion 
26th hlfantry Scout Dog Platoon 
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encountered. A 

1. Estimate 

BONTOC area was est~ 

2~OOO naval personnel, ~nd 2$ 
believed to be army c 

arnW line of co~~m1ication 

of the S 

The total strength of in the 
BOKOD - KI~~GA}J - 15,:<00041 

including laborers .. 
Approximately 2~500 were and theI 

rest miscellaneous 

In the advance from PAYAW~I to HUCAB, the 63d Infantry had 
been in contact with three pro"lrisional infantry battalions~ had 
overrun their main positions, £rt1d reduced the units to rel7lnant 
status. Noticeably absent up to that time .va~ contact with 105th 
Division Combat illlits, believed to be in the viCinity of KIANGA}J. 
This suggested that these troops were still in reserve, possibly 
to man a defense line reported by air observers to be about 2$000 
yards north of KLUIGAlIi. . 

It was anticipo.ted that the £.c'vance towal'c1 KlA1:JGAL'J -:''lCinlO­

bo extreooly difficult. To secure the road necessitated the cross­
ing and traversing of deep rocky gorges, and scaling precipitous 
mountain heights by troops who could be supplied only by hc~d carry. 
All along thE:: road, the enemy he.d destroyed bridges, carried out 
other demolitions, ph,nted mines ~md dug tank traps. In addition 
"\'rere obstacles caused by lands !ides and by friendly air attacks. 
The maximum effort of the 6th EnGineer Combat Batta1io:.1. would be 
needed to open the road. AcUi tiona1 Corps engineers were urgently 
nee~ed to support the adv~nce ~s it went higher into the mountains. 

The enemy wus'in a position to defend from successive ridges 
alor~ Highway 4~ and well situated to counter our thrusts at his 
strongpoints4 Flank attac~~ on the supply route were probable, 
as vvere suicidal i2'lfiltrc,tions to harass supply lines and areas 
farther to the rear c.1ong Highway 4. 

2. The Battle for 
and s ke i.ch) 

Operations along Highway 4 on 1 July were limited by l~~d­
slides a~d heavy rains to reconnaissance and security patrols, 
fonrard und to the flc.,nks of le£\ding elements of the S3d Infantry. 
A few enemy stragglers were 
way 4;, 500 yardS north of 
would take three days to 
arou..'1d this for 1/4 ton 
by the end of the day by het~vy 
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The f 011 owing in force by a reinforc­
ed pldoon of the 1st ILttdi 8J.1try, encountered an 
estimo.ted 50 riflemen o yards northo~st of HUCP~ 
O~l IlJ"ow Eil;hway 4. J~t the same time Battulion, 63d Infantry, 
advc.ncecl 700 ",long Ole: B:ighway unl1in€:; c. smu.ll 
position, but luter hel1 up by 
with c:ut0ffiO.tic v'reapc)ns: :l.efeLc:ing from 
The of 29 ::'EH:.•(' Jt~PS curine the 
tiveness of ')ur artillery [c;~rl air strikes; enemy 
47mll or 75:mm. which l£tn::lec' in the 63d 

On 3 July, elements of "G", 63d .' pushed 
4: ki 16 enemy and capturing a a point 

north1JYest of Fe-CABs where stiff resistance 
ground later named 18 RIDGE". A defensi va positi on 

inc 5 cayes was cleaned out, at a cost to the of 45 
lives. I\1[G fire from adjacent enemy positions forced the lee.ding . 
platoon to withdraw for the night. 

Company "Gil continued the attack next morning, following 
~n air strike, and set the stage for the four battle of LA~~IS 
RLDGE, which later proved to be the Jap's fi:::tal position guarding 
the approaches to KH.1JGAJ.':;-. / Comprmy !!G rI secured &" position 400 
yards south of the ridge, prepan.tory to £'..n attack on 5 July. 
This attack was launched at 0800, foll.:wdng an air bombe..rdment and 
artillery and mortar preparations. Company "FII, in the assault, 
u.dvanced only 200 , meeting determined resistanoe from rifles 
anci an 0stimated 5 MG1S. Tbe Company helc1• thE; ground while 
enemy positions were pm.mded by artill&ry fire, and other elements 
of the battalion hacked their way t:.h.r haltY'.f b&.mboo thickets and 
underbrUSh, seeking r cutes of approach. Tanks could not 
be brought forward to support tho c,ttaok, because of a 
bomb crater blooking tbo road at the junction of the Jap ovlt-off 
and Old Highway 40 

On 6 : a reinforced platoon of COJYl.pr.,:'1y 11 sought to 
er,velop the enemy I s west flank, their through dense 
bo.mboo and up preoipitous ridces to be s by 6 MGfs and 
nUl11crOUS riflemen c ~'1e western approaches to the 
strongpoint. The pulled back vvhile artillery concentrations 
wore laid on the el1(~nry by C 11FT[ 'to 
TUEJ<e a flanking approach 

In an all-out 
Iition bomb air strikes a:1d 
ing 'lveapons ~ the 2d Battali on, 
forward slope of LANEtS RIDGE. 
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lending elements uncovered another strong defensive position on the 
reverse slope of the ridge. This position was later found to con~ 
sist of 55 mutually supporting emplacements, including 13 llboxes 
and 22 caves I with enem riflemen and machine gunners well dug in. 
The position selected nly be assaulted frontally, as the 
flanks were protected penetrable undergrowth and deep 
ravines. 

These emplacements w 
8 July~ in a detsrmined e.ttack fo and mortar 
preparation~ and under cover of 11 strafing fires 
of Quad 50's. A total of 51 dead Japs were co and 12 addi­
tional Nips were killed when an unknoWn number" of'!, em made an 
Q~successful counterattack about 2230~ raising tbeltotal Japs de­
stroyed in the LANE'S RIDGE fight to over 150. 

From the oyerall excellence of this defensive position:> 
the enemy's good physical condition, and his aggressiveness, it 
was believed that, as had been anticipated, the 63d had met train­
ed troops of the 105th Division o 

In the meantime, the 3d Battalion, 63d Infantry, had push­
ed IlKlI Company fonvard on 5 July to secure the rear of the 2d 
Battalion al Old Highway 4. In conj1L~ction with the 2d Battalion's 
7 July attack, a reir...forced platoeD from Company ItLu advanced. along 
New Highway 4 to a point 2,300 yards north of RUCAE, and then mayed 
west in a wide envelopment of LANE'S RIDGE. ground about mid­
way bet1'leen the t1'l0 highways we.s secured with nil opposition. At 
0800' on 8 July, the 3d Battalion attackec. northwest along the high 
gro1L~d west of New Highway wi th their object the commanding 
gr ound 3, 000 yards north of FuCAE. 

3. KI.i'ulfGAN Falls ~ (See Fig. 2) 

The 1st and 3d Battalions, 63d Infantry continued the driv~ 
on KIP...NGAN on 10 July. From LAlifE'S RIDGE,. Old Highway 4 turns west, 
while l~ew Highway 4 runs north to the IBULAO RIVERQ The 1st 
Battalion~ pass through Company "Fit!, by the end of the day had 
advanced 2,000 yards to a point about 40300 yards short of KIANGAN. 
Soattered enemy fire, tarlk traps, landmine s and numerous lands lides 
delayed the-acyauce. Another 2~000 yards was gained next by 
Company "BIl., suppo:t'ted by four b.nks and. a Quad 50· 12 July Saw 

nB ilthe capture of KIl..NGAN ~ Com through CO!.lpany and 
effected a junction with ele rom 
the IBULAO RIVER. Together eft 
of the town .. 
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The 3d Battalionls part in the seizure of KIAl~Gjill involved 
four days of active fighting along the New Highvray. By 9 July 
elements were over-looking the IBUUO RIVER, 1,000 yards south of 
the old bridge site, after breaking throuGh a series of enemy delay­
ing positions and r0ad blocks; flanked by steep s lopes and bamboo­
choked ravines. On 10 July, 1:;-iTITO c engaged in an afternoon 
firefight with an unknown number of Japs about 200 yardS from the 
river cross Company IIL'I, continuing the adva::::lC8 on 12 Julyp 
reached the IBULAO RIVim c and then leaving New F..ighway 4, 
pushed north a.'r:l.d west 0.1 oad to KIA:i:WAl\J. At 1200, at a 
point the road abo, ds from the river, Company "V', 
630. Infantry, made jUJ.'1.ct"r", IIA", leading company of the 
1st Batto.1ion, 1st InfantryJ d ne£',r WfB'S RIDGE 
the c:.ay before, Lnd then had "ol,l;, Jl" Old Highway 4 on 
12 July. On the same day, Company "Kif; iking out 
across countr;)' from the IBUUO RIVER reached inst slight 
opposition end secured the town jointly with 
Infantry> (See • 2) 

4. Activities of Other Units, 1 to 12 July: 

During the first few of July J the 1st Bs.ttdion, 20th 
Infantry1 E'J:ld later the 20. Butte_Ii on~ 1st Infantry had been dis posed 
along Highway 4 to the res..r of the 63e Infantry, E:;uarc.ing lines of 
oOlmnunications vlith the aid of Filipino guerrille. units. On 3 July 
u 1st Infantry patrol discoverE}("'~ a strong though smaH position 
some 3,500 yurds southwest of PAYA\Njcl~. This took Company !IF", 1st 
Infa.ntry, several deWS to oyercome with the aid of Etrtillery and 
air support .. .hbout 60 were killed or founc1. dead. Y~hile mopping 
up we.s teJdng piLce in this locality, patrols were sent to 
the north and west along t,he LAflfJT RIVER to protect the left (west) 
flcnk of the DiVisiono 

The 14th Inf'e"ntry Regiment (PA) (-two Battali021s) operated 
in the DUIT-RJ.~LIJ~P area, south of KIJJ'JGJ,lIf anc'. west of BOLOG, ",here 
they reported the movements m1c dispositions of Jap reTffi1~'1.ts living 
off tho land in this area. This regiment waS E:.ttached to the 63d 
Infcmtry on 11 July. 

On 10 July, the 1st Inffu~try was given the nussion of 
pass through the G3d Infantry to seize and seoure [" bridgehead 
nor~~ of the IBULb_O RIvER. By 12 July, elements of the 1st 
Battaliol:, 1st Infu:n.trYI h~~d mov-ed to the olc~ cross of the IBUL.A.O 
RI'.lER on Highway 4 and had relieved elements of the 63cl Inffu'1.try in 
thc.t vioinity. 

The Division c, furnish-
eel exoellent support 
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difficult l;veather conditions inadequa te position areas... The 
fires of the 8il hOYJi tZ8r'S Tlere pal~ticu.larly effective in closing 
cave positions on Il\'NE=S F.IDGE~ 90r.:nn fl...4.1i Battery 
valuable in harassing fires on KIANGAN and interdicting 
roads in that area a 

than 450 were flovm during the 12 day period. 
In I-lE~ 100,000 ga,llons of \Tere dropped" 
For of the periodJ bad ,yeather prevented all air aC"Givi"b.r 
including the use of the 1-,5 controller Principal 

targets were , the enemy on 
yards soutlTv'rest of Targets north o:':=: the IBULAO RIVER 

lifere also 

Tanks and Qt1.cll 50~s uounted on half-tracks vre:ce 
assistance in the reduction of the IS RIDGE posl tion.;. A short 
distance beyond trds hoyrever, out of the picture, 
as all efforts to get these vebicles fo!'1['!aI'd only in 

them hopelessly d01vn. 

• 3) 

During the to 24 July, of the 63d 
'~rere actions to out and destroy 

enemy KIl-l.IKl1J..N as deterrn.ined groups con­
tinued to tho -vrest "mel south of the tovmq problem of 
supply and evacuati0n for troops in the f o:r'\farci ·t',1"..:'as in­
creasingly serious as continuing rains and high winds 

operations to open supply roads e 

On 14 ,Tuly, supply IGS IT~oving on Old 
get v,i thin 4,000 yo.rds of KIANGAN and could reach 
By 16 Jul;y, bad Yfeather made Old F.ighrmy 
and for the next five days, over 100 vehicles including a 
pIatoon and a Quad pla-coons were beiJHGel1 the Jap cut-off 
and the junction of 4 VTi th the KIANGJ-l.N...IBUIAO RIv'ER 
road'} Adverse Tfeather prevented supply NeT[ Ei.gmray 4 
WaS in four places rock slides and dem.olit.ions 
oeti'reen cut-off and the IBFLA.O PJ:v~R. Evacuation and supply 
Tras accomplished combined vohicle haul and r£nd carry.. The 6th 

Battalion 21.1_ hours a to clear Old 4 
could be used to both KIANGA.N and IBUIAO BIvTR troops. 
July, Old F.iglTv-ray' 17as open again to traffic under dry 

weather condi tions only~ and rrzrooned vehicles had been 
extricated.. Clearing triLs road the ro:m.oITal of mines" fill­
ing tan.1.c traps, cloaring landslides, installing culvorts" and 
corduro;:;"ing rice mud holes.. The Engineers Tiere also busy 
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on Now I-lighlPray 4 from the IBUIAO By 16 July a foot 
r2d been completod ovor tho on 18 July, an im­

jeep bridge Tfo.s opon to This bridge, later re­
to ta.ko l~-ton t!"L1C'CS an top of capturod Jap 

trucks o.nchorod in tho SlTift.. trOYnl mountLtin rivor~ Now 
4 north of the rivar o GURCG on 25 JulYe In 

4 as 
tho meo.ntime, Corps Enginoers ponsibility for New 

far as tho rivor " July had begun 
firs t ~Le,rge sD.de 

the poriod, the 63drrilla 
extensively in all with 

resu1ts p On 13 July, 69 Japs were killed, a~ 31 found 
doad in the areal!' By 15 July, Compo.ny- IIIQt seized LOESA to the 
..mst o.ga:i.nst light opposi tion(> enemy opposition" 
hOTiGVer, 'iVo.s met by Conpo.ny Hell ~ co."1"l0 positions on the 
high 500 yo.:rc"ts to tho southrmst of 1"mch wore re­
ducod on JulYa The sano day, 0. Compo.ny !lAll, 
adv-ancing to tho south on PAI1i.O, ran into tiio machino guns and an 
osti..rna of riflomen 3500 ynrds of KIAlJGA.N.. llopping­
up in KIANGA.N-LOl\fSA aroa on 16 July 37 Japs killod and 
85 found from rocont [!.rtillery and fire", fifteen of the 
Japs were I fUga 0 scouts~ 63d po.trols made con­
tact the srur..e d:J.y ";6th clements of the ll..J.th (PA) in the 
vicinity of Tl1is Filipino uuit, in the PAU\.Q-DU'IT­
Hil..llAP suffored l1UJllorous sen ttel~od contncts 

2.nd badly needed kinds" Opor­
vrare ve17 difficult" only connecting 

wont uptrail from over a high mounta.in crossed four 
-rIido streams which TiGrO inpnssable; after rains~ patrolling 
by the 63d continued in tho KI.l\.NGII..l\ sector until 21 July, 
when the 1st 20th Infantry, re 63d'Info..ntry· 
olenents in the area(t T~1is 20th Infantry hOT[Ove!', re-

the; 
assw!lod 

or -[,11.0 63d 20th Iy;.fantr"J 
for tho zono on 

the advance on 
to 21 July) killed, 
and soizuro 63d Infantry, 

during the dead, 2,383 
Japs and took Tho RagL'Tcent, during tho SDZhl period, lost 
48 dead and and i:n.jlu'8(1, 

,!\., 
,", ~ 1;~; 
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OPERA'ITONS ALONG HIGBW~Y 5 IN VAT,TJi;Y 

VaIIe;z 

Chapter II 

i - --. 

1. Tho 20th Infantry is C 
(Soe ng.l)-­

On 1 July 1945, tho 20th Infan of of 
clements of the 37th InfClntry Division mspo y 5 be­
tv{een the :MAGAT RIVER and IIAGAN (See Fig.. 1) .. ' 1'> the 
Regiment with the 3d Pbtoon, 6th Cavalry Reconnaissa p 
u ttached" had completed tho relief. Tho 3d co d the 
northern part of tho zone in the lIAGAN area, tho 2d Battalion was 
disposed in the CABATUAN-GAUAYAN area" and the 1st ydth 
tho 2d Battalion~ 2d PAHGl\.SnIt..N Regimtlnt (0) attached) was respons .... 
ible for tho ORIOm~G PASS-SANTIAGo-JONES sector. 

In the 20th Infantr-,r zone J there were tlrro arous -1:,0 Which 
the enemy was knCJllVU to have vii. thdravm wi th somo organized forces. 
Q.10 of these 17a5 a.10ng the trail running ea.st from NJi.GUIW"N 
tcwfards PAIANAN BAY. Guerrillas reported that s!TI.t'.ll groups of 
Japs 'were living in barrios located along this trail. About 800 
TIere reported in the PAIAWi.N' BAY arc8... The second area wO-s to the 
south of JONES, vrherc it i1as estirr..atod that approximately 1000 Japs, 
poorly equipped and in poor hoalth" were trying to liva off the 
land. In the upper CAG.':.YAlT VALlEY" enemy sroll-scale harassing 
att:l.cks on P.d.ghVTay 5 fran SANTIAGO to IItlGAN, o.nd cont~c-ts "Ivith 
isolnted Jap groups attempting to rejoin their main forces in 
ei thor the Cll.RABAL:D or SI:;;RRl~ Mi\.DRE MOUNTAINS, could bo expected. 

2 ill Operations of 20th Infantry, 1 to 24 J1.'9-Y: 

The 20th Infantry remained in this zone until 23 July. 
During this period, the 1st Battalion (and later the 6t..11 Cavalry 
Reconnaissance Troop) secured JO}lliS, reconnoited to the south up 
the DIBULUii-N and Dt~BUBU RIVER, and po.trolled extensivoly in their 
sector" but only scattered contacts were made and no organized 
resistance was encountered/) 

The 2d Battalion also made scattered contacts during the 
period, the ~jority of wb.ich were groups of Japs, 1'rho .had escaped 
from the CAGAYA.N VlJ"W""'Y"'and 'were attempting to wi thdrm'1' along 
the trail west of SAITTlt CRUZ to join other Jpp forces in l£.~YOYA.O 
and BANA.tJE... 

The heaviest 
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part of the 3d BattaJ..ion sector cast of N{-\.GUIIIAN.. Fron 
NAGUIUAN to thc cast r1..1.XlS th8 only trail traversing the SIERP..A 
MADRE MOUNTAINS to the east coast of LUZON.. Tbis trail is 
passable to wcasels and SPl\iT.t s only as far as SAN :Mf~RIj\NO, and 
then only in dry Ymat.her" Fron SAN MIl.RIANO, the trail crosses 
the PINACUAN :JE I1tl.01,.11 RIVEn "hich is inpassable for velucles and 
too ~Nift for weasels~ Bcyq~~ the river, the trail is ve~J poor 
and passable only to foot' The country ts heavily wooded 
anvl billy as far as iIllIBUBU - f way between SAN MARIANO and 
PAIlJJAN BliY., Fran AHBUBU", through the deepest 
jungles of LUZON and crosses 000 feet elevation. 
Near the coast) the trail descends bO-clt 8:000 
yards up the PAL\NAN mV-GR fl'!)lTI FAUNA 

Conpany I'll!:; 3d Battalion, 20th 

I

,t/ 
';if

:T.ni'r:.:nL SLi'J· 
Mi'.. RIANO on ;; ,July, an.d then crossing the PINll.CUAN \N RIiTER 
on 6 July, pushed on fo7.' 2;120J yards where enemy rifle fire was 
received~ Company :'KI! secured the trail betrreen I'iIiiGUILL\N and 
SAN llil.BIANOc By 14. July, Company "LI! had joined Company IIII! 
Which had pushed 5,000 yards east of SAN MJ.RIANO and Yfas in 
contact with an estiJllE!.ted 100 Japs, dug in and supported by 
mortars and heavy Dilchine guns" On 15 July, Conpany 111'1 and UfO 

Platoons, Company !!It!, overran tlhlis position and sec1.U'ed 
DIBULUAN, killing 12 Japs enroute. SPI'l fire from positions in 
SANW.BIil.NOwas very effoctive in supporting tl'le attack.. Abandoned 
Jap pill-boxes were found in the area and considerable Jap food 
supplies and ar'lIIluni tion were destroyed. 'roo next day, c:mother 
Jap strong-point ';'Tas met about 200 yards e2.st of DIBULUAN.. 
Heavy weather brougbt oporcotions to a practical staD..dstill for 
the next five dayso Honevor, elements of tho 3d Battalion did 
succeed in reaching IJEBUBUs about 10.~OOO yards vrest of DIBULUAN, 
on 18 July ~ The trail fron SAN ivIA.RI.ANO to DIBULUAN was now so 
slippery tnat even lightly--loaded carriers took U'fO days for the 
trip. Fron DIBULUt.l.N to lUBUB1! was another three days Lnrch Which 
only f60t troops vri thout packs could negotiate" 

30 ~~Oth._~~~EI :i_~ R~l~vec:.: 

In the neelntine,9 the' 6th Cavalry Reco:J1lClissance Troop 
held relieved the 1st, fu ttaJion.? 20th Inf'antry.~ in its zone on 
16 July.. The 1st BattCllion l:'lOveJ to Rl.GABli.G in Division Reserve 
on 17 July; and on 21 July passed to ~ln control of the 63d 
Infantr'J, elnd relieved the 1st Battalion of that regiment in the 
KIANGAN area 4 

he Division 
he 20th 
GAT mVER 

of 6th Infantry 

9 


http:I1tl.01,.11


Division elements in this sector by elements of the 32d and 37th 
Infantry Divisions 1ffD<Q initiated on 22 July, and was completed 
on 24 July:) The remaindor the 20th Infantry and the 6th 
Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop moved to assembly areas nor't,h of 
the L\MUT RIVER" where thG 2?lt!1. -l'antry rr,ade preparutions to 
relieve the 63d Infantry in . Gi-i.N areaQ The 2d Battalion" 
2d PANGfi.SIl'iA.N Regiment (G) , tached to the 20th Infantry 
and moved to the BOJ,D3....KI1!.NGA ly where he lped 
to secure 

Dur:::'ng tbr3 period, I July to 2):rP>~ 
killed 382 Jc:tpS and took 207 PH ~ S vr]:1,ile their ere nyO 

dead and 15 wounded() 
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1.. Estimate of the 

It had been ant.icipated tb..n. t 
-~:·v 

easily, it he.d boen as oar ¢l;S/" that at 
loast a partial withdraTT<"l fraIl the KIJ\.NGAN tifp ng place. 
RT and civilian reports indico.ted further tP..:1t" yrtlS not 
vn..thdravdng to the north along Highvfay 4 towards , but was 
retreating to the nortJ::r.lost towards the torrt:tcc rlountaLns 
around HUNGDUAN. At this tmc, it 'vvas believed that tho 14th 
Area Army hoo.dquarwrs General Y0,.llillSHITA, Supreme GOlmIli:w.der of 
the Philippines, was in the vicinity of HUlIGDUA.1r, and that rem­
nants of the 105th Japanese Division would be used to block the 
southern approaches to this position. From 3~000 to 4,,000 troops 
were thought to be disposed beuveen PACDAN and IfLTNGDUi.\.N. 

To the south' of KIANG1\.N, it was estitw,ted t1:Jat there 
might be as :many as 1,000 Japs in the ANTIPOLCl-l'lJlIDU!{TCG area, con­
Sisting primarily of remnants of the Geki Force (2d Armored Div­
ision). Thesc troops werc thought to be scattered throughout the 
area in s:mall groups where they could forage off the land. Little 
trouble in eliminating those pockets lNns expected. 

In tho B\NltUE area, it was estillla.ted that clem.ents of 
the lO;d Japanese DiviSion, about 2,000 strong, moving south from 
BONTOC, might oithor defend or -vuthdravv further to the 
south and west in the d:Lrection of to protect the northern 
approaches to HUNGDUAH. 

Jap troops in' tho Il1AYOYACl-BUNHIIiN-NATONIN aroa, estimtad!. 
at between 1,000 and 2,,000 number, were believed to be J'er:mants 
of service, air and naval units, organized into proviSional in­
fantry units, which had osc1lped fron the LO'ffiR CAG:1tYI\.N VALLEY. 

2. The 1st Infc.ntry Captures BANAUE: (See ng. 3)....... ­
On the afternoon of 12 July, Co:m:pany HAil of the 1st 

Ini'antry relieved clomm f the 63d Infantry near the destroyed 
IBUlA 0 RIVER bridge. river despite high and dcmgor­
ously swift water, the 1st,]' fantry, by 15 July 
had secured a bridgehoa:d. on~c tb.e: ',' . only scc.ttr3red 
resistance. (See Fig", 3). Troops':1~~ c. ly by 
band-carry across a foot bridge conpleteC\: on t this 
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tine, the DiVision received orders to seize BANltUE t::.nd destroy 
my enemy encountered in the R.\.NlI.UE-Mf\..YOYlW area. 

Slight resisto.nce yms 000 yards northwest of IAGli.1iUE 
on 16 July by a conbat patrol~6 of a platoon of Company
".A" and a platoon of Conpany IIl¥t th· RcgitlCnt (PA). Tho 
patro1 wi. thdrei'l and artillery wa . and dispersed tho group, 
after which the patrol proceeded and CG at noon on 17 
July. Thirteen Japs Hore 500 f GURCG by Con­
pany IICI1. 

Logistically, roads and bridges were sider­
a tions • I twas clear that tho advance to the epend 
on the ability to open a road and to keep the I BUll:,. bridgoo.. 
Engineers lnd decided thtlt it Was not feasible to keep Id Rigmlay
4 open during the rainy season and had, therefore, put tho nain 
engineer effort on Now Rigl'Thvay 4. road vms blocked at four 
places betw"een tho Jap cut-off and lBUIAO RIVER, 'V'{hore stretches 
of the road bed from 100 to 287 feet in length had been completely 
bIGI'm away fron the rocky sides of the L1ountain. The only practil:cal 
r.lcthod of supply and ev[!.cun.tion was by combined jeep and hand car..rry, 
vT.ith jeeps being slm1g on cables arom1d these impassable points. 
North of the river it Tras found that Fligffirray 4 was no more than a 
cart trail which had not been used for and 11bich was blocked 
by landslides and overgrovrth. 

On 18 July against scattered arms fire, the 1st 
Battalion advanced to a point 1,500 yards northvrest of GUROG, 
killing four Japs enroute. Strong combat and reconnaissance patrols 
on high ground to the east and liVest of the made no contacts. 

3d fu ttalion moved in behind the 1st futtalion to protect the 
supply road. 

Tho next day another 49000 yards were gained up the 
HigJ::t!Nay by Company llEIl of the 1st Infantry 'Wi thout contact. On 
20 July, tho Company met 30 to 50 Jape 1,800 west of BA.NAUE. 
The Japs lost one man before fleeing to tho north of l3A.NAtJE b 

One Filipino carrier was killed and U'lO wounded this sld.::t:T'uish" 
vthich proceeded the entry into B1i.NAUE on the afternoon of 20 July. 
FatroIs to the north on Highway 4 towards POIJ:S and to the 
east of BAliIA.UE towards DUCIJ:GAN Yvere immediately out. 

-
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As the advance of the Division progressed beyond KIiL~TGA1J 
and the IBULAO RIVER, the problem of artillery sup~)ort became in­
creasingly difficult.. To luu],; pieces, p2.rticularly 
155mm Bovr l s and ammunition ov' trails -,-rhich Irere ll.c't.rdly 
passable fol" light veh:.cles, . -at. To ffiD.inta:'n 
C01T.tIT!Unicati;n2 with i'ol"'IJard obs ·l1ou..l1tainous country, 
it often vlCLs necussary to establis~l stations. 
Position areas were' scarce, and those 
entirely inadequate~ 

The 1st Field Artillery Battalion during -ell vras 
in pos.Ltion near }illCAB on a ~mall spur runn; ng east fro), Tf F..igh­
way 4 just n01:'th of the JCLp cut-off. The 53d ?ield Artillery 
Eo.. ttalion occupied an UD:~lS1.JE,l position a top a ridge j"u.st south of 
the Jap cut-off and bot\";'een Old and Ne'T HigrrvT2.ys L~, Yfhich VIas 
3000 fee t in elevat2.on and could only be reached in dry vreatheI' • 

The 80th Fiold Artillery Dattalion (Mod) was in position near 
,i'LYAWAN FARM. On 18 Jl'.ly, futtory "e ll , 80th Field Artillery 
Battalion, displaced to posH,ions near the 1st IiJ..eld Ar·(jillory 
Battalion. On 16 Jul~r, Battery "C", 1st Field Art-lllorJ Battalion, 
a ttempting to displace :['0:4;;aro., was marooned on Old High,ray L!. and 
viOnt into position alm1.g the road, until it was ::inally able to 
reach its originCLl dest2.nD. tion on the west side of the I3UUl.O RIVER 
crossing on 20 July.. Dat,tery UBI!, ).j.65th Field Artillery Battalion 
(8 11 How), remained in pOSition south of PLY:~WAN, until 22 July when 
one platoon displacec:' :CorHard to PAL\VJAN FAHM (south of BOLOG) on 
22 July. Battery 1I1~", 16lst 1'>./.0.\ Bn (90mm), displaced from positions 
;'1ear the 8a HoYvitzer Ba.ttory to the vicinity of IfJC1\B, near the 1st 
Field Artillery Ba tt.alion, on 14 July. From this position, the 
90t.lln battery could Gi'fectivcly shell KIANGKIANG and HlJl'JGDUAH e 
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http:dest2.nD
http:HigrrvT2.ys


CHAPTER IV 


FINAL OPERATIONS IN NORTHERN LUZON 


.. ,.;1. The Division Zone 

On 11 July; orde::r's ged the boundary 
between the Division and the force hilippine 
Guerrilla forces ~ NORTHERN LUZO:N. The ow respon­
sible for the entire MAYOYAO .. BUNHIAN - " lying 
between the ALIMIT and MAGAT RIVERS. (See Fig orps 
order also directed that the 11th Infantry (-1st al-
ions) (PA), Wi th the 1st Battalion, 14th Infantry (p tached, 
move south from their present locations in the lower CAGAYAN 
VALLEY in the 37th Infantry Divi~ion zone, passing to control 
of the 6th Infantry Division upon entering the zone of the latter. 
This Filipino force on 10 JulY$ was given the mi~sion of seiz­
ing BUNHIAN, prepared to advance to the west and. seom,:a MA.YOYAO 
on Division order~ 

Initially the CF, 11th Infantry, moved south to MARSAT 
GBANDE (See Fig. 1) .. where a 10 day supply dump was established 
at the river. Two battalions were then -ordered to converge on" 
and secure UBAO, the Provisional Battalion, 11th Infantry ad­
vancing west along the trail from MARSAT GRANDE, While the 1st 
Battalion, 14th ItI.fantry, advanoed from the direction of S/..NTA 
CRUZ. By 20 July, the Provisional ~ttalion. 11th Infantry, 
had secured DEAO and pushing on to the northwest, ran into 
resi,stance about 4#000 yards southeast of 131JNHIMi. On 25 July. 
the Provisional Battalion secured BUNHH..N against slight oppo­
sition. ~nd the 1st Battalion, 14thInfant~~ reached UBAO, 
killing over 100 Japs enroute. On 26 July: the OP, 11th Infan­
try, opened at BW{HIAN. Troops at BUNHIAN had to be supplied 
by hand-carry from Mli.P.3AT GRiJIDE. about 25 miles away. This 
supply line was protected by elements of the 1st Battalion~ 
14th Infantry, disposed along the trail. 

In the meantime, the 3d Battalion, 11th Infantry, 
after a long maroh to the south over rugged and slippery moun­
tain trails and acroos swollen" swift running riv'ers, seoured 
NATOliIN on 24 July, making only scattered contacts on the way. 
By 26 July, leading elements of the 3d Battalion had joined 
the Provisional Battalion, 11th Infantry. near BUNHIAN. 

, On 20 JulYI the 11th Infantry was given the mission of 
set zing MAYOY.b.O.. The ~ 26 July 

~J 
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by the Provisional Battalion, 11th Infantry, which by 2S July, 
~ heavily engaged with a strong Jap force holding the high 
ground north and east of l'[&YOY~k~O .. 

2. 	 ,!.st Inf~.t:sy Operations in the BANAUE sector t 20 July 
to 15 A~~~t$ (See Fig" 4)" 

On 20 July; the 1st Infantry, was ordered to advance to 
the east from BANAUE" secure DVP~Iq.AN.tand make junction with 
the 11th Infantry whioh was or~I-f~~i,t.'i3s.ect.:.re Mii.YOYAO and push 
on to 'the 'I'-Bst tQ1.'rards DTJCLIGl1J:J. ":';~i~tfiim~>' ~;!f; the 1st Infan­
try was also ordered to make junction ,,~~ )~~~ops at POLIS 
PAGS to the north of BAJ:1AUE a::'cng Highwa rols, from the 
1st Battalion~ 1st Infantry, made contact w . em~rit 
1st Battalion. 11th Infantry (Filipino) at POL1s~PASB. 
July, a:.fld on 23 July, Company liCit of the latter B ined 
the 1st InfantrJ' at Bl~~aUE. In the meanti~t the on, 
1st Infantry- l> with the 3d Battalion~ 1st Pangasinan Regi t 
(Filipino), attached, moved forward to the BANAUE area~ and re­
lieved the 1st Battalion, let Infantry, 1J'ihich returned to an 
assembly area north at the UtwIDT RIVER, on 23 July_ 

By Corps order on 24 July. the 1st Battaliont 11th 
Infantry, passed to the control of the Division~ This battalion 
(less Campany "C tl 

) was ordered to advance south fro:rtl POLIS PASS 
along the SbPAO RIVER and make junotion with elements of the 
1st Infantry pushing west from Highway 44 On the same day, the 
1st Inf~~try was given the missio~ of seizing and securing 
Rb.PAO. Company "K!!, 1st Infantry.. vIi th Company lIa lt " 11th Infan­
try attached, departed BANAD~ on 25 July and on 27 July met the 
remainder of the 1st Battalion. 11th Infantry, in the vicinity 
of GORANG. 22 Japs were killed during the advance of the two 
columns" i..t this Company "C H reverted to battalion Cotl.­
trol and the 1st on~ 11th Infantry, WaS attached to the 
1st Infantry_ During this period, the 2d Battalionl 3d Pang~­
sinan Regiment was brought fonvard to BANl~UE.. This unit was 
later to praye valuable in furnishing oarrying parties to troops 
fighting west of Highway 4. as civilia.n carriers were soarce. 

Supply diffioulties oontinued throughout the Division 
zone and air drops became the chief method of supply in the, 
BANii.UE and Mi,-YOYAO sectors ~ Engineers continued their battle, 
against time to clear and maintain the roads leading to all 
fronts. General w~uth6r conditions grew worse and landslides 
increased. With the roads reported cl~ar.) convoys heading for 
the front with muoh needed medical supplies. ammunition and 
rations would suddenly ,fi~itheID%e cut off by new slides. 
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Old Highway 4 north of the Jr:,,,p eut·off remained im­
passable most of the time" For brief intervale during dry 
1ilTeather, it was open" and then OYlly to lig.ht traffic. Supply 
and evacuation of troops in the Klh~rGAU area was, therefore" 
largely accomplished by combined -carry und motor trUT$port 
meanS. For the 4~OOJ troops in, GJu~ area (not caun.tin.g 
'civi Han laborers) .. this prese:t~*~ problem. Some air 
drops were successfully ~~de in#~~ . riority on air 
supply had to go to the BiJJAUR sector 
vehie les 0: b.S a result .• supply difficultf\:i:;l.:r 
greatly hindered operations west of KI.bNG,b.N. 

Troops in the rB1JLAO - LAG-AWE ­
about 2,000" e.xclusive ,of civilig,.n laborers, we:re 
plied by combined vehicle !l.nd hand-carryover New Highvray 4" 
Corps Engineers hoped to hav-e New Highwe.y 4 open for traffic up 
to the las'\:; and most difl'icu1t rook slide south of the IBULAO 
RIVER by 28 July ~ This w-ould greatly ease the supply and 
evacuation situation in both the LAGAVltEl and KIANGiJlT areas, as 
hand-ca.rry would only be necessary for a distance of 100 yards. 
Supplies could then be hauled by vehicle up New Highway 4 to 
this point, hand-carried around the rock slide, and then taken 
by vehicle to truck heads /it GUROG and KlLNGil.N4 

Supply of troops in the B~nUE area was largely by air 
drop. Evaouation bec~ne a serious problem, as it involved a 
hand-carry of more than 15,000 yards from BJUll.UE. For troopa 
fighting to the e.ast and west of BliI-tATlE, the hano-earry WaS even 
longer. ,At this time ther!3 were about 1,500 troops in the area.. 
exolusive of civilian laborers. This number was' expected to 
rise in the near future to about 3,500 when troops from the 
~irAYOYAO sector o.rri ved. North of the rBUUl.O RIVER, vehicles 
could go on New Highway 4 only as far as GTJROG.. From this poin:t 
to a point 0,000 yards south of Blilx'hUE, there 'liferS nine earth 
and rock slides on New Highway 4 for the engineers to clear. 

During the period from 27-30 July, substantial gains 
rewarded both efforts of the 1st Infantry.. 1Thile the push to­
wards H..L.PAO was stubbornly resisted yard by yar-d by well organ­
ized Jap positions located on key high ground stretching from 
GO~JG to HAPi1.0~ a strong combat patrol advancing t011lr-ards 
~lliYOYAO made good progress" securing DUCLIGkN on 28 July with 
nil enemy oontact. By late afternoon on 31 July, the Sd Bat­
talion# 1st Infantry, had r:eached a posItion 1,000 yards east 
of Hb.Pi~O and were attempti/!"t strong force of Japs 
dug in on the ridge rur~i hese Jap troops 
appeared to be well-armed 
chine-gun and mortar support. 
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a series 
During the first t-wa aa of August the enemy launched 

J'J) 
of determined all-oi,ilu/ rattacks against 3d Bat... 

talion positions in the EUi se attaoks c<.:me from 
the north, west and southwest, r~ed by automatio 
weapons v..nd mortars" The uttacks""~~~h time with 
well direoted small arms and artillery : ~'~~l of 235 
dead Japs were counted. On 3 l"ugust. Camp," ," ,1st 
Il~antry~ secured pOSitions on the high ground~~~O 
of HAP1l.0 and immediately dispatched strong, patrols 
the ground bet1t;reen this on and the town. .I~S 

patrol €lotion in this soctor, 34 Japs were killed, and it was 
loarned that large groups of Jape were movi:ng northwest up in... 
to the mountains .. 

On 2 August. the 1st Infantry v~s given the miSsion of 
securing TUU,.ID to the northeast of DUCLIGAN and exerting pres­
sure OIl nif~YOYj~O from the west to assist in the capture of this 
town. By 4 August the 2d Battalion had relieved the 3d Bat­
tulion in the Bl:..Nl"UE ... DUCLIGATIT area, allovdng the latter to 
ooncentrate in the RJ.Pi",O <41'ea. 

On 5 August 0. strong combat patrol composed of' one 
rifle platoon and one weapons platoon of Company "Gil" 1st Infan­
tryI' and HeD.dquarters and Company "Kil, 3d Provisional Battalion, 
1st Panga.sinan Regiment departed DUCLIGAN. This ferce secured 
TUIJ,ID on 6 .&ugust and then made contact with a Jap roadblock 
about 3000 yards southwest of MAYOYAO, where the 11th Infantry 
was engaged with a strong enemy force 1000 yards northeast of 
town. 

1st Infantry offensive action during the period 6-8 
August consistedruainly of patrol activity in the HAPAO - B~IKI 
sector. 'Company r!F" of the 2d Battr..1ion was eommitted ~..t this 
ti:mz 110rth of BANner to protect the supply line to the 3d Bat­
talion. Fanatical enemy cgunterattaoks and desperate efforts 
to disrupt communications and supply lines occurred throughout 
this sector. All were repulsed and heavy losses were dealt 
the enemy with a minimum of loss to friendly forces. 

In an effort to shorten ever-lengthening supply lines, 
reconnaissance putrols from the 1st Buttulion, which had now 
moved up again into the LAG-AliVE were dispatched west from 
Highway 4 to seek a new trail to elements of the 3d Battalion 
engaged with the enemy in the HAPAO area. These efforts proved 
fruitless and the reports were·all the srunet "Entire terrain 
extremely rough and covered With dense vegetation~ A practical 
route of supply and evacua:ti~l'l: ~.im,Bl¥ not exist in this 

area. " rE D 
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}J'~~! f;~ 
3d Battalion" 1st Infantry, 

. hting in tht> HAPAO area, 
o men as the result 

, , .; 
high fly population a!ia ~tv3/jinai' .' lity of 

On 8 Augus t,Company IIKII, with elaments of the 1st 
Battalion, 11th Infantry (PA), attacked north from their position 
900 yards east of RAFAO, and gained 1000 yards against small-arms 
tire. This opposition came from a strong, well-organized enemy 
defenSive position. By 10 l~ugust ...the attack had reached a point 
1800 yards northeast of B1~PAO along the ridge which dominates 
the HAPAO...BANJ.UE traiL /"',,", 

By this tim3'1i{t'd,' 
and the 1st Battalion, (i4itJ:( 
had. been reduced to a total> 
of battle losses and high non-be. 151~ 
brought on by a 
potable water.. It W8.S a four hour round trip :t::p~t . '. to descend 
from these ridge posi tiona to water and climb ba(sk~,iQg;lhis hands 
and knees with two canteens of water. The evacuation of casualties 
was by a long. difficult and hazardous hand-carry. Relief of these 
two battalions in the HiiP~O area wasj therefore .. initiated on 
11 August by the 1st Battalion, 1st Infantry_ This relief was 
accomplished on 13 August .. and by 14 August .. the 3d Battalion, 1st 
Infantry, and 1st Battalion .. 11th Infantry (PA) had closed into ­
BANAUE. Heavy rains limited the operations of the 1st Battalion, 
1st Infantry, to local patrols to continue the development of the 
enemy positions west and northwest of BANIK!. At 1720, 15 August, 
pursuant to instructions from XIV Corps~ all offensive operations 
in the Division zone ceased. 

3. The Battle for MAYOYAO: (See Fig~ 4). 

On 26 July, elements of'the 11th Infantry (PA)., with the 
1st Battalion, 14th Infantry (FA), attached. advanced west from 
BUNHIAN to Within 1,000 yards of ~YOYAO, encountering little 
opposition. At this point the situation quickly developed into 
what proved to be a fierce battle for control of the oommanding 

,,.-. terrain northeast of MhYOYAO~ The enemy, estimated to be 800-1000 
in strength, and supported by machine guns and mOI'tars, was strongly 
entrenched in a.series of rock caves and dug-in emplacements on 
a high ridge northeast of and overlooking Mi.YOYl'l.O. Thi.s s1Frong­
point commanded the several trails leading into MlSOYAO and. had 
to be taken. 

The reduo,tion of MAYOYAO was to be a tough job.. Artillery 
support oould not be furnished and air s~P ,~~~a~~able 
because of the frequenc~ of. - '-e ~f . \\,~~?~~l'l.&fi fupply 
was abandoned. and all suppl~e.. :~·he-~,~~,,,,,r~-:::qY':alr :dtop.~' 
Evacuation, hovv6ver f had to. e.Qn,t~Jlile by "ail' iihctremely difficult 
hand-carry to J.Vr.AR.eA.T. GRANDE:' forty miles away. 

By 1 August after heavy fighting, the 11th Infantry (PA) 
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gained a foothold on the enemy position. Although the situation 
was definitely improved, the position of the leading elements was 
still dominated by the enemy. A strong counterattack was launched 
by the Japs that night, numerous friendly casualties, but 
no ground was given upo the period 2-7 August, oontinuous 
pressure was maintained on positiona still firmly embedded 
in rock caves and entrenc highest point of the ridge, 
about 5000 feet in elevat losses had been so 
seVere that antry, was disbanded 
in order to furnish replacements ,11th Infantry, 
~~d the 1st Battalion, 14th Infantry_ 

On 1 August the last Jap was pushed of e seemingly 
impregl;1able ridge~ and the approaches to ],.1!l.YOYAO we oured. All 
intelligence reports indicated that the Japs in the MP~YbYAO seotor 
were evacuating in small groups both to the nOrth toward NATONIN 
ahd the SIFFU RIiJER VALLEY, and to the south toward ALIMIT.. On 8 
August the 11th Infantry entered MA.YOYAO. In the meantime, orders 
had been issued directing that the 11th Infaqtry assemble in BANAUE 
and that the 1st Infantry take over the "1!iSAYOYAO sector. Leaving 
two oompanies in tmvn, the 11th Infantry pushed on to the west and 
made junction with Company "G", 1st Infantry, near TULAID,9n 
9 August .. 

On 12 J.ugust, Company UGH, 1st Infantry (reinforced),. 
completed the relief of remaining Filipino troops in D/IJ.,>-YCYAO, while 
Company liE"", 1st Infantry (reinforced), took over respbnsibility 
for the DUCLIG~>N l?rea. By 13 August, the 3d Battalion, 11th Infantry 
and 1st Battalion~ 14th Infantry, were assembled in BANJ.UE, where 
they Viere to be rehabilitated for future COIfillli troent in the direotion 
of HUNGDUAN • 

The 11th Infantry (r0inforced) in the MiiYOYl.O operations 
killed over 350 Japs and captured a large and well-stocked rice 
area. Their own losses were over 50 killed 8..nd 200 wounded. 

4. 20th Infr..ntry Operations in the KIANGJiU-MT PULOY Sector, 
24 July - ~ugust~ (See Fig~ 5). 

The 20th Infantry, having relieved the 63d Infantry in 
the KIiiNGAl~ area on 24 July, vms assig;led the missiO!l of attacking 
to the west and northwest to KIbNGKIliNG~ ~~d of destroying 
by-passed enemy groups to ~ he 
1st Battalion, 20th Infantry, \';fa

IT'{{
KIl1.NG1..!:f to ~'V'ithin 400 yardS _."'.._-' ..­

tion from a steep, heav~ly wooded ra.zor-back ri 
PACDAN. (Soe Sketch of PACDAN position). 

On 27 July, Company "Bt! suc.ce&ded in gaining a precarious 
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foothold on a porti on of this o"b~ec7,ive ridge, but Wf.:..S unable to 
advance over the crest dU3 to TrJ.21"dorous fire f:tom the reVElrse 
slope and Sp1.1TS and fO"J.lld their position 0 

The was reported to be defended by at least 100 
Japs utili well camol.lflo.ged inter-connecting spider holes.,\: 
wi th the reverse slope thlckly studded wi"i:;h deeply dug, reinforced 
caves!) 

The next '(;v'ifO days 
prepar~tion for the next attaok~ 
strikeJ elements of the 1st Bb.ttalion; d by 
elements of the 1st Battalion; Bu~Nh VISTA Reg the 
stubbornly defended ridge and, by the ClOSE; of the !IAn 

he,d taken the left (south.) part of the Objective. From t 
ous poaition they gu:ve close support to the f,tt~,ck of the 

on~ BUENI.. VISTA Regiment, enabling it to secure the right 
portion of the objective after a fierce fire ~ The 

anemy irrL"!lGdio:be:.y II:'.unched £.. countGrattack~ which proved futile 
and cost them ten killed. 

It was found that the enemy had transformed th~s ridge" 
line and reverse slope into a veri table fortress, bria with 
uutomatic weapons~ orgc~ized in depth and e~oel camo~flaged 

air and ground observ[,tioJ:.. On the crest of the ridge" 
had constructed nluuerous caves which were connected by 

tunnels.. holes were also dug on the crest and the 
reverse s 1l.!:any of these holes had underground c 
tunnels. The e)"r-Cremely prec'ipitous approaches to the 

made it diffioult to assaulte Some idea of how 
is shown by the fact that it took two hours for to scale 
the almost vertical slopes. 

In the process of softening up this DiviSion 
ixti (roinforced) fired over 4~000 rounds, from 90mm 
to 8-inch~ 4b2-inch mortars fired over 4,000 rounds of BE. and V[F, 
and 81mm mortc.rs fir'eo more than 8 11 000 rounds. III two air strikes 
nine -bons of HE t.nd 26.000 gallons of Napalm were dropped. In 

of this heav-y concentration of s firea~ the Jap 
stubbornly~ tenaciously and skillfully to hold his position 

until the final assault suoceeded o 

Following up the £loti en! 
secure the tovm of PACDAN against slight 
Twenty··two Jups were killed £:' , ional 
53 dead were counted in the 

for defense by the 
reinforced dugouts. 

On 1 ~~d 2 August, the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry, , 
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trail to KIANG-

the a 
to the northwest 

and mountainous, the terr~in 
downward into the KV,.NGKIlllm-hU1.\TGD 

mopped up in. PACDAN~ f:'ndl:n;s wa..'YlY dead Japs from artillery fire 
and air strikes.l' and :l'E'')or:naissl:'-pce up the trail to the 
l10rthwGst toward6 MT PTlLOY, Th"J5 formid~.ble hill mass" 4 to 5,,000 
feet elovation,. :d,ses prec:1.pitousiy to form a huge, h6c.vily 
vlooded .• semi-cir-:,ular ro::)~c -l'r[;'.11 around the bov:·~shaped rice ter­
races of P!CDIJ,IT < The top of this :L'idge was over two miles long .... 
To turn its flae,ks required a long eh through trail-loss ju.."1glBs 
and over even more precipitous co 
KIANG runs nortroH6st and north fr 
steep avd. tcn-baoks to the SUc'l1.."ni..t,; 
the west" the trail then desoends 
slopes of MT PU1>(f[ ar.:.d runs 
Although still 
west of' NIT PULOY s lopes 
ley. The ];'iT PULOY barrier forms a natural obstacle a.nd VVLS the 
most logical positior! from whioh to defend th", southern approaches 
to KILlIfGKI1.JIJG. 

'. Oaptured maps later indicated that a Jap battalion WHS 

disposed in dep-i~h from :1I1T PULOY to KlfuIJGKl1cNG, "'lith a reinforoed 
c dug in on the mOQ'Yltain itself. At least tr~ee 75rr~n guns 
and 'tiAra 47mm guns wore believed to b'e supporting this defensive 
position... 

Company liB", 20th Infantry, attacki.-ng up the mountE'.in 
trail on 3 iLUgust, met lleo:try resiste..noe from artillery, mort8.rs 
and machine guns" ProgreDs W(,S slow c,nd enemy opposition vms bit­
ter" Not until € did Company UBI! finally reach a position 
roughl:l 500 tdrline from the crest of lIT PULOY t but about 
1,300 measured the trail. From here on l'ras the steep­
est part of tho traiL Heavy ruins and dense fogs hampered the 
advar~e during this period, Qud enemy artillery harassed friendly 
positions nightly_ In the m0f:L"ltimc p Company Ili.n protected 
rear and Company Hell the left (sout.hwest) flank of Company !lB It • 

From 7 to 10 August, Compan;:r 11B" ~ 20th Infantry$ tried 
to find a WfJ.y to lmock out the resistance atop MT PULOY without 
success 0 The enemy covered the trail from commo.nding poai tions 
vrhich could 'c1ot be outflanked. It wus now apparent that a frontal 
aSBe.u1t to tc~ke the crest vvould be extremely costly_ During the 
same p8riod, Company Ite n probed along the trail le!O..ding southwest 
from P~,CDiJ)r, enco'l1ntering slight resistance .• until I"eliGved by 
elements of the 2d Battalion; 20th Infantry, all 9 August. In the 
meantime, Company !li~!l, 20th Infantry) attacking' north from Pf~CDlu~ 
on 7 ll.ugus finally gained the top: of" 0., na r 
to the southeast of MT PULOY on 9w]l¥Di1fs-tif~' t 
the l'JOrthw6st from this position W'.,e~ sto d 
adv.erse terrain precluded any mun4p.Ve:v:"":tiStj:f'F'!i:e.'hd~1 
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Ji-P pOSition" Y>Tr.t.ile 

Comp[,ny 
aid of 

1> 000 :n::.rds 
VIT&S nO'N reactinb to 

It 

was siVB cmd IT.ade several smi--llenemy, tho 
nj counterattacks" 

t this ttme, Ifugao scouts the exister':ce of 
a new tr&il, ovr:,r thG soutl"iv{.:stern p[~rt of 2'T PULOY, which 
ho.d been dovelopJd by natives iLl the area to Lvoid uuits dis­
po:::: the me.in trail The 20th , therefore, ordered0 

thEl on to r,8connoi ter this reute with thu view of attack-
h;g in this dil"ec'l;ion and by-passi'1g t 
th,e 1st Battalio~ contt:dned the enmn;y 

0-£1 10 Lugust~ Compu.rlios "EI! 
solidated positions go.ined about 1,,200 
scutH;red apposition~ On 11 LuguSt,l1 
this position and b;y 13 t, with the 
Bat'i.'T,li on" 8i!j!:,;rrl;.. Regiment., h,"ld 
towc.rds the crest of NIT PULO":. Th,; JLep 
Guver o.ue. placed '75nL"U fire on Company HarsH positio:q D.nd made sme.11 

infiltrations 0 Or,e 75r:lt'11 gun 'has finally spotted by a cub 
011 tho rovers IS s lope of MT PULOY, but i[{e.s found to be in sucb 

i.;.. location ths,t artillery fire cot::.ld not reach it. On 14 B.nd 15 
lI.ugus elements of th" Buen[~ Vista att.acked to v:i thin 200 
yardS of the crest, only to be driven back by Jnp firo.. On 
15 1,Ug'lSt, offensiV'6 operatioTls ceasede 

5.. 	 Operations in the PALAO-ANTIPO~~"r'j 24 <.hlly-15 j,ugust: 
(See jrr~. '5). 

To ·I:.he south of KIJJ\fGAH, tbe 2d Battalion;$' 20th Infa..'1try) 
was given tho mission on 24 to S6C:'lrG the DUI'I-f:L_LILP c..rec., 
and then &..dvanc1:3 in the direction of MrrrpOLC, destroying cmy hos... 
ti Ie forc6s encountered. 'The 2d Battalion and Company nu', 14th 
Infantry (PA) ~ 'iiThich h~,d been c~rrying 011 guerrillal'wrfare against 
the Jc.ps in this area for the past three; months s were D.tt!.ched to 
the 20th Infantry~ PALJ~O was secured on 26 July by Compl_.ny "F iI , 

20th Infantry und on 2.7 July, Company uE", 20th I:r~'e..ntry occupied 
killing 54 Japs in sCt?ttered contacts throughout the &.rea. 

For the next few days ~ 20'ch Infl..l.ntry patrols s61:trched out 
the arca to the southvJ'6st .. Compl::l...l'JY t'FH working in the area south­
west of Pi~LJ10 and :lorth of Al'J[)U1ITTOG, While Comp~,ny opere-ted in 
·the Hi~LU2 area. Only small ~.J.p I' which avoided combs:t ["nd 
were quiokly dispersed by arti ller:y"" fi re 
believed th.J.t the largest Jap uP~ 
whGre it 11mB estimated th£~t 4b he 

GEKI FORCE, were try:t.ng to Ii 

olements of the 2d Battalion., 

west from PALilD, on 30 July secured a hill about 800 yards north­

cut of AI'llDT:il:JTOG, killing over 50 ,J8.pS il': the adve,nce. 


14th Inf£..ntry, attac ng to 
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rOlld conc1ii!ian13~ , 
nt,p~c 

to support erree e 

sou d another 1,000 

PULOY, the 63d 
20th Infantr;r in the iJ;fTIPOLO sector and con 

B mountain trails and 

In the three day od, 1-3 August, Company lip 11 ,20th 
Infe.ntry, with elements of the 14th Infantry Idlled or foutJd dead 
from artillery fire, over 130 in tne hlJIDUNTOG-ChCCAJA area. 
Company "Gil ~ whioh he,d j olned Company DDIT on 31 July" 
advanced to the south and southwest August seized the 
high grou...nd 2.1) 500 yards northeast 0 The next day, the 
advE'.nce of this compa.'ly to the 
yards .. 

At this time., in order 
its max.imu'11 effort against lvlT 
to relieve the 
operations there. On 5-6 August, 
swollen rivers resulting from heavy rains, restricted patrol move­
ments in the area delayed the relief g whi~h was not completed 
unti 1 7 Augus t .. 

Advancing thr heavy undergravv-th and up to their waists 
in water-:filled rice paddies, 01ements of the 2d Battalion, 60d 
Infantry> on 8 August advanced south along the high ground which 
had been taken over from. Company- IIGlt, 20th Infantry. By 11 li.Ugust, 
the Battalion" assisted by Company "RII and Combat Company, 14th 
In:fantry, had secured the objective" the high ground 1,500 yardS 
southeast of' and over j,NTIPOLO. Only Slight resists.nce was 
met duri,ng the advance 0 Prom 11 Jl.ugust to 15 August, when offen­
sive operations were terminat~d~ elements of the 63d Infantry pat­
rolled the .(~TTIPOLO area. No organized resistance was encountered, 
but only small, poorly-armed, and disorganized Jap groups, which 
usually withdrew without making contact, were observed. It was ap­
parent that the Jap in this area had had enough. 

Later~ after the 3d Battalion~ 20th Infantry had taken 
over responsibility for the IG.i-.NG1>N area, the Commanding Officer 
of that battalion carried on surrendbr negotiations for three 
days, 18-20 August., ,vi th Jap officers in the vicinity of b.MDtJNTOG; 
Those negotiations all fell through, as the Japs failed to carry 
out instructions agreed upon" These failures were probably brought 
on by the dis zed state of the enemy. 

Arti nery Support (20 

Despite poor 
difficulties, the Division Artil~~~y.(r 
units well forward aXld were able 
of the Division. Battery IIB" ~ 80th Field Artillery Battalion 
(medium) displSLced to the IBULAO RIVER near the position of Bat... 
tary 110", 1st Field ~irtillery Battalion on 26 Julye' By 27 July a 
platoon from each of these batteries were in position on Highway 4 
near GUROG from which they could support the 1st Infantry in the 
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KIAi':J 
of the 

. llery hail moved from 
KIAlm,AN, clos .. 

uld be given 
Id 

LaMUT RI\~R for 
1st Field Artillery Battdion (-Batt8ry !leff) 

near RUCAB, displa 

ala 0 knOc1ce:e.,out'at" 

HAPAO sectQr~ These guns he.d to fire from positions On the tr8.il, 
barely wide enough for a ,jeeps since there were no other position 
areas in this mountainous cOtmtryo By 2 August, the rem&.inder of 
the 80th Pield Artillery Bs.ttalion had closed into the IBUL.AO 
RIVER position. On 4 Ausust, v,ork on Highway 4 hc~d pro­
gressed to the point where all of Battery nOn" 1st Field Artillery 
was able to displace to a position 4,000 yards' north of GUROG • 

In the meantime ~ the 51st F. 
an as s emb ly north of the LAiJ;[Jl' RIVE{t 
ing there on 1 August. From here, E; 
the 20t,h Infantry in its advance on 
Artillery Battalion was brQught out 
the Division camp area north of the 
rest.. The 
to the time had been firing from pOSitions 
to Klj;JWAN~ clOSing there on 10 August. 

During the period the Division ii.rtillery lost the Corps 
90mm battery (Battery flAil, l6lst AllJ. Battalion) which departed the 
DiviSion zone on 4 August. Batt0ry rtBll, 465th Field .b.rt~llory 
BattaIion (8" hO'Ni t zer ), how0ver, remai.ned and continued to give 
the Division exo{)llent support" This battery displaced forwal'd 
from its position near PAYAWAN FARM and closed into a position 
area near the 1st Field Artillery Battalion on 4 August. 

Artille:r:y support was a primary factor in getting the 
Infantry forvmrd in tho M;)U1TTAIN PROVINCE fighting. ,t-ir support 
',lTas not al1iY'ays c..vailable, as Weather condition frequently caused 
the concellation of strikes. Infantry attacking over rugged, 
mountainous, wild terrain ",he're only foot trails existed. could 
not always get adequate support frori! its own weapons, chemical 
morters, and tanks~ Artillery, th8refore, was the only real 
support that could be depondod upon, rain or shine, night or day_ 

79 ~gin~er Operations~ 

As rains bocame longer in duration and more intens6s 
engineer work became incro(3,singly djlficult ~ Repeated landslides 
and mud-holes developed I'd. thout war,hl1rJig-, dges, culverts; 
and sometimes the road-bed i tselfJi:fv¥~re washEtd 
outlO The IBULA.O RIVER Jap··truck ~dgfl, !l!f1'B, 
tho period 6-n August: mid tho feet bridge"cwtis" 

dawn th8 river. The Lil.M1JT RIVE...'i bridge WaS 

intervals, as. well as smaller bridges along Highway 4 to the nortH:. 


The major engineer feat was the opening of New Highway 4 
clear to the IBU~O RIVER by the 27th Engineer Construction Battalion 
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ing of New Highway 4 to the IBUIil.O RIVER 4~ which had 
steadily deteriorated, was abandoned an 
and dozerso 

During tho PGriod~ more and more difficulty ~2 
enoed in keeping open the road from the IBULAO RIVER crossing to 
Klj~lGlJr. This road in places passed through' rice paddies which, 

{XIV Corps)!i This marvel of fj.eld engineering was completed on 
11 August in extraord1narily good time; considering the 
difficulties experier..0ed o A Bailey bridge over the 113ULAO RIVER 
was completed by Corps Engineers on 16 £ugust. In the meantime~ 
the 6th Engineer Battalion working on HighwaY" 4 north of GUROG 
made considerably better progress than originally .s;t:.tic:i.pated!l and 
by 10 Augu.st had opened the road clear t UE" With the opon... 

when wet, were bottorr~ess~ By constant works corduroyin€1 and 
filling with rock l engineers were able to keep the road passable 
to vehicles, .'lith the help of tractors at the worst spots .. 

Th~ Engineers played a vital part in the mountain fighting 
in the IFUGAO PROVINCE Q The advance of the Division high into this 
rugged rice terrace country was made possible only by the pro­
digious labor of the Engineerso 

8., Medical Support" 

The work of the 6th Medical Battalion was nO less diffi ­
cult than that of the Engineerse Long litter carries over 
e.xtremely rough terrain and preearious mountain roads were bu.t 
routine daily problems 0 Pe.rticularly valuable in caring for emer­
gency· casualties were the 24th and 55th Portable Surgical Hospitals. 
The 55th Portable Surgical Hospital packed overland into an area 
near the IBUUO RIVER crOSSing well before the opening of' New 
Highway 4, a:nd the 24th Portable Surgical Hospital packed up 
Highway 4 into BJ1NAUE shortly after the 1st Infantry took the town. 

9. The Division Comes Out of the Line. 

With the cessation of offenSive operations on 15 hugust, 
the Division immediately put into eti'oct plans which it had made 
to receive the surrender of General Yamashita, Supreme Commander 
of the PHILIPPINES, and what was left of his XIV Area Army. 
Pamphlets gi ring surre:r:.der instructions 'I\'Bre <frpPJ?e. 
casts from 1-5 planes were made. Jtlthough some" 
oarried on with Japanese local commanders sou1~ 
until the time the Division was relieved~ i:;he~ 
made by General Yamashitao Apparentl:y" the haughty IITiger of 
Malayall WetS awaiting ei ther furthe~ instruotions from Tokio, or 
the announcement that formal surrender terms had been signed. 
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The 20th Infantry 
one 

The 14th Infantry 

HGiI19VC't'J!> on 19 1,_u.?;ust9 an American P'~38 pilot" who ho.d been 
foroed to bailout 0"1;8':' NLT PUI.OY on 8 August" w~1:en his plane caught 
fire" and had -b.sen ce.pt.ureC: by i~h.e enemy[, was' returned to the 
1st Infant::y Hnes neEtl' I11>.PA..O b~;- a Je.?anese escort.. £I.though the 
Japs had not told this ibnel'ican officer that the war was ov,;n-l1 he 
had suspected &.8 much" since whi,le he was held captive at the main 
enemy headquartars (p"fesUlIib,bl.y General Yamasl'.ita is),, the 
ment accorded him by the Japs suddenly took a . 
the better on the morning of 15 Augusto The 
Division Headquarters wH;h a letter ll dated 1 
:to the ItCommander of the American Forces IT fr 
Chief of' the Japanese Armyl?" Although the signature was illegible, 
it was believed to have been signed by General Yamashita himBelfe 
The 1.etter had 1-:1 tt1e to say other than that the ii..meriean officer 
had refused to divulge any information, had conducted himself 
admirably, and since he was of no further vt:.lue" was being returned 
to the American foroes~ On 21 August, just before the Division was 
relieved, this officer was ,flown in an L-5 over the area south'll'Test 
of ~TGDUJL~ and positively located the main enemy headquarters 
where he had been held captivee That this was General Yamashita's 
headquarters was later confirmed, when communications between 
General Yaruashita himself and the 32d Infantry Division were estab­
lished on 25 August after a Cub- plane flying over the ~rea had 
dropped a message to him the day before~ Cub pilots also observed 
at this time that large groups of Jap soldiers were assembling in 
the general vicinity of the headquarters: apparaen:t1y in prepara.. 
tion for an actual surrender~ 

bn 16 August the Division was alerted for movement to 
Japan as part of the American Army of Occupation.. XIV Corps issued 
orders on 18 August for the relJ_ef of the Division by elements of 
the 32d Infantry Division &nd the Division began its movement out 
of the mountains~ , 

The 1st Infant7Y was ordered to assemble in the Division 
eamp area north of the Lf~WT RIVER, except for abe Battalion 
(-one Company) which w£;,s to re1D1lin at t',(lG IBUIJ~O RIVER crOSSing 
until relieved, The 11th Infantry (2d Battalion)~ with the 1st' 
Battalion: 14th Infantry~ 3d Battalion~ 1st Pang£;,sinan Regiment g 

and 2d Battalion~ 3d Pangasinan Regiment attached, was ordered to 
assemble at BANAUE awaiting further instructions~ 
was ordered to assemble in the Division camp area; except for 
cow..pany to remain at KIANGI!}! until relieved o 

( ...lst Battalion and 3d Batta:!.ion (..,Company ilL") and BUEUA VIS 
Regiment were ordered to assemble in KIAlifGANI' while the 2d 
2d Pangasinan Regiment and Company ifIll, 3d Pange.sinan 
which had been securing HighwQy,4 g were ordered to r 
awaiting further instructi onr. ~ Company !tP"."!I 6th 
elements of the 6th WLedical Battalion.. and tho 2 . e 
Surgical Hospital were ordered to remain in the LAQAW~-KIANGI~i area 
until all 6th Infantry Division troops had been relievedc 
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At 1800; 21 AUgL'.st .• the Sd Battalions 128th Infantry of 
~he 32d Infantry Division 'Jomp:i.eted the relief of 6th Infantry 
Division elements in the forward areas and all Filipino units 
passed to control of the 32d Infantry Division" By 24 August 
all troops of the Division had closed into their assembly areas. 
The D i vis ion was finally out of the hi lIs 0 

During the oampaign in the CAGAYAN VALLEY, the Division 
killed 7,702 Japs i' took 9 PW~ s p and oaptured 
800 enemy vehicles, tons of runmunition, and lar' 
medical p ~ and ordnance s uppli os' • Battle j 
Division were 99 dead and 432 wounded and injursa,. i 

27 


http:AUgL'.st


SmVfMARY OF LESSONS LEARNED 

a. Beating the ~ap At His Own,Game~ 

In the campaign fought along Highway 4~ where in­
creasingly rugged, wild and densely vegetated terrain was met 
as the advance progressed~ it Was again pointedly brought out 
that one of the best ways to defeat the Jap is to push through 
his position~and onoe in behind him, to keep moving i'orwarJ.,t 
keeping him off balanoe, and never givin ~ him a chance to recover. 
These are favorite Jap tactics, but tur inst him, they wor~ 
even better. When our troops get in the Jap beoomes 
confused and does stupid things in hi __ " " the 
situation" From the WIDT RIVER to KIANGAN, High ~ for 
20 miles, every foot of whioh is ideal ambush oouritry~;, :f§,1?e_,'i'!> 
pushing forward rapidly in such terrain, despite Jap infiltra- t2 
tiona and haraSSing raids on our supply lines, was a risk, but 
it shortened the campaign many weeks and saved marty casualti£s. 
Had our troops stopped to secure the flanks of the road in this 
jungle~ountain country; the Jap would have had time to get set 
for our sueoes III ive attaoks. As it turned out, the Jap was knock­
ed off balanoe, and was able to make only two major stands during 
this drive, one near PAYAWAN FARM and the other at LANEtS RIDGE. 
It is true t~t during the earlier part of the advance~ our 
losses from repeated Jap ambushes and raids on our supply trains, 
day and night, were greater than our losses in the attaok. Never­
theless, these losses were justified. Lives were saved by 
vigorously pushing up the road and avoiding costly attacks a~ainst 
Jap groups on our f1allks. These by-passed groups of Japs had 
only a limited time to harass our lines of communioation, as they 
could not supply themselves; and were forced to withdraw sooner 
or later. The very 'fact that these tactics shortened the Oam­
paign saved additional lives. 

b. Artillery _~d Air Preparations in Depth: 

In this campaign our advance was tied to the oue 
existing mountain road, Highway 4, .because of the extreme diffi­
culty of oross·...cOll..'1try movement, By the same token, the Jap de,,, 
fense was also tied to the road~ These conditions made the 
employment of artill~ry and air in depth particularly effective, 
as succeeding objectives, for days ahead .. could be readily se­
lected and all possible defensive localities in,the area could 
be constantly pounded, day and n accumulative 
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effect that grew in intensity as the advance progressed deeper 
into the enemyts position. It immobilized him. disrupted his 
supply, eVacuation3 and cOIDrrlunications, destroyed his defensive 
positions, oaused him constant casualties, harassed his reserves, 
gave him nO rest~ and lm~ered his morale to the breaking point. 
Against these tae-';icsjI the Jap h&.d nO defense. To escape this 
relentless punisbment~ he had to either die, or withdraw far to 
the rear.. The hundreds of Japs found d d from artillery.. air 
bombing, strafing and Napalm strikes al uy 4 during the 
advance., attested to the de&.dly effect e tactios. 
Many PW's tt?stified as to the devastat hell­
ing and air strikes had on the nerves and RQP~.'-
not only in the front lines, but also all along _:.0,:£, 
oommunications and in their rear areO-B" Many.. who c ~I,;~'Q 
stand the PQ~ishment any Innger, oommitted suicide, ran to the " 
re8or.9 or made Buiald!:'.l banzai attacks against. our troops to end 
their sufferinglO 

c.. Tactics Used AgD.inst Jap Delaying POSltions: 

The terrain encountered by our troops ehortly after 
the crOSSing of the kJ\lJ1J'"T RIVER was a combination of very s-teep 
rugged hills, river gorges and densely forested jungle 
terrain with many bamboo thicketa. 

Difficulty of cross-country movoment combined with 
limited vis ibility the delaying tactics of the Jape ex­
tremely effective. Thses delaying pOSitions were usually fOilltd 
along narrow trails at [, sharp bend. Consistins of several MOs 
supported by a few riflemen, these pOSitions had to be flanked, 
as any frontal assault along such a narrow trail would be very 
costly" 

Flanldn§ movements around such delaying pOSitions, 
whore the terndn would permit, were usually successful beOause 
of the lack of depth in each of the Jap positions. The direct 
fire and crushing power of tanks and Quad aOts in h~lf-traeks, 
where they eould be used~ quickly reduced many Jap delaying 
positions. 

vThere the Jc.p pos itian '.vas a strong point, it v.--as 
usually located so that its fhmks were secured by natural 
barriers made by cliffs or deep and thickly cove~d druwso This 
necessitated the m£..ssing of' all artillery and supporting weapons 
to keep Jap in his 
could advanoe~ under c

reverse slope defe 
overing, fire" to t . 

. antry 
,';... 

enemy with small arms ... bazookas. and gr 
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,d, Air Support: 

Because of fog and low-hanging clouds prevalent 
in the early 'morning hours~ close-support air strikes preceding 
an attack were frequ.ently delayed or cancelled. The resulting 
delay in the t:ime of attack sometimes gave the attacking forces: 
insufficient time to consolidate their gains and plan defenses 
properly prior to dark~ Several sharp Jap counterattacks at 
dusk were partially successful for this reasons 

. A Philippine Army unit enge. 
force in poaitions along a high ridge uS 
the maximum advantage. Friendly artille 
ing dista;'lce of this action. Dur'ing one 
cd that the Japs pulled out of their ridge positions and occupied 
caves 011 the slopes whi:j.e the strike WuS in progressJ!I The follow­
ing day, after the strike was completed. several plan~s oontinued 
to mIike dummy runs On the Jap held ridg/. The enemy thinking the 
strike still in progress" stayed :in his caves end allowed the 
Philippin(;l Army units to take the hill and oocuiJY the Jap posh,. 
tiona without a eillg10 oasualty. 

e. War Dogs: 

The Scout Dog Platoons were very effective in close 
terrain, beoause tho dogs frequently pointed out Jap defenses 
and ambushes while they W0re still invisible to the Infantry. 

f. Communioations: 

Forward 1L~its in places accessible only with great 
diffioulty and where radio communication w~s lacking were 
frequently contaoted by an observer in a cub plane equipped with 
an BCR 300 netted vvith the ground commander!s radio. 

go' Self-propelled Quad 50's, 

Quadruple 50 cal iJ4 };iG~3.!, mounted on half-traCKs" 
were sucoessfully used in spncying bamboo-filled draws believed 
to contain Jap delaying parties and ambush groups. This fire 
eli:ininnted the necessity for a tedious) time cOlflsu.ming 
thereby increased the speed of the advance. The half 
used in several instance,s to evacuate casuttltie 
which were subject to Jap ambushes. 

h. Convoying Trains: 

M-8 Scqut cars flnd MJI. were 
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used to convoy supply trains to and from forward units. Thair 
presence undoubtedly accounted for the safe pas of many con· 
voys and assisted in destroying Jap ambush parties when attacks 
were made on convoys.. ThE', elimination of such ambushes, ho.vever, 
was not complete until Infantry and Guerrilla patrols and out- I 

posts had out several thousand yards from the road and 
scoured the country for possible hiding places of Jap raiding 
parties. 

i. Artillery: 

TOT fires of several arti 
ular intervals were asain used to gre 
ness of the VT fuse Wc.s further attested 

90mm A1J~ guns, controlled and directed by the DiviSion 
l~rtillery, Were used extenSively in placing he.rnssing and inter­
d~ction fires on Jap bivouacs in rear e.reas and on critical points 

- along the ne.rroW' trails. 

Photo strips were \lsed extensively, particularly in 
the later and more stabilized pha:ses:)f the campaign. Lt times 
the strips provided inadequata coverage. apparently because a 
regular ptttern of photographic flights had been impossible. 
Strips were not always issued in sL~ficientcopiose 1/50_000 
maps.. 1<I!hile good for the plains .. were distorted in both direc­
tion and distance for the mountaias. 

Many ¢ t reconnaissance, liaison) and supply 

missions "Were flown by Division hrtillery Cubs for all units of 

the Division. There is an urgent need for the organic assign­

ment of two (2) 1-5 aircraft to Division Headquarters and one 

(1) to each Infantry Regiment, these planes to operate under 

the technical control of the Division krtillery Air Section~ 


2. Propaganda Warfare: 
. - ­
During the course of the cruapaign (July 1 to August 21) 

in the Cl~Rl).BALLO ~:OlJNTh.INS, t-NO methods of nullifying the enemy I s 
combat efficiency proved to be particularly effective. The 
first was a 7 hour armistice on July 24~ devised to a.11ov; enemy 
elements to surrender in comparative safety. The other was to 
employ PW's to reenter enemy lines voluntarily and encourage 
demoralized groups to surrender~ 

The armistice on July 24 was fully public' 

hand by propaganda leaflets and broadcasts f 

system mounted it;l, an L-5~ Although in . 
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the per:j.od were negligible, the truce evidently produced these 
pronounced effects: (1) Our strict compliance with the terms 
helped to dispel the enemyls preconceived conception of our 
insincerity and deceit~ (2) The Seven hours of inaotivity 
prbvided time for tho Japs to oor~ider and evaluate their plight, 
a}1d (3) A moral advantage was gained by of~t 
surrender because it implies that the enemy':;~ 
and that thE' truce is a generous gift from~. i~ 
inferior forceo The reluctance to surrender on 
truce can be attributed to the following oonditions: special 
precautions were taken by enemy outposts to insure that none 
could approach the l.n1erican lines J many elements were stranded 
in remote areas and had no knowledge of the location of lunerican 
lines; and the disgrace of surrendering deterred such an osten~ 
sible action during the spooified period. However, this unusual 
occurrence must have disturbed the stereotyped Japanese mind and 
further depressed the enemyfs murale. 

The technique of using FVv 1 s to encourage their comrades 
and compatriots to surrender vms again tried during the campaign. 
After the care and attention afforded these PW~s; they were 
enthusiastic about locating other enemy elements and revealing 
t.'le unexpec kindness of our treatment. Formosans were 
employed for missions because they had not been so extensively 
indoctrinated with the ignominy of surrender and w'ere thorefore 
willing to face their comrades after having done so. However, 
this procedure is limited.by certain conditions. It could 
hardly be expected that ~~fS could procede through organized' 
enemy positions and· return unmolested with any sizeable group., 
and ample protection from any retributions on the part of 
civilians had to be in81).1"6<1. Durip..f; August, when PvPs contacted 
enemy groups west of SAl:fTA CRUZ1 NUEVA VIZCAYA., several Jap 
groups. most,ly FfJrmosan., the largest of whic};l totaled 65, re .. 
turned vdth the PVlPs and surrendered to our trDops. 

3. Supply and Evacuationi 
~ - -­
a. Supply by Air: 

Early in July the main effort of the DiviSion was 
boing made in the mountainous terrain WBst of the CliGl..YAN 
where only one 1:;~ew.ble supply rOlQ1:,e~ Highway 4, and 
trails passablG only to foot troops arid in 
pack animals, existed. It soon became app 
~ould have to resort to air supply 
units were instructed to select the 
within their zones of action as they a 

vision' 
"'All combat 

drop areas 

http:limited.by
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During the first part of July, the 14th Infantry 

Regiment .. a Philippine Army '-mitt operating near DUlT.. south 

of KIhNGAN~ came under control of the DiviSion. This unit~ 


with a strength of 1500 11 was isola'ted from all roads .. and on 

5 July the first air drop asked 'for by the Division in the 

campaign was requested~ Later, both 20th InfantrJ and 63d 

Infantry troops; were oommitted in this area and air drops 

continued until friendly troops were withdrawn from the sector 

at the end of the oampaign • Air drops ill;, 

al~ys suocessful, owing to inexperience~' 

selecting air drop areas toe close to th 

a occasions the enemy benefited as 

the FilipL~os did~ 


In KUiNGl~~ air drops were used to supply 2000 to 
3500 troops for over two weeks ~ Air drops in KIAN'GAN were very 
successful, as supplies dropped outside the drop area could be 
recovered" 

At BIUfAUE, air drops of ammunition and rations for 
a 8trength of 1900 troops cqmmenced on 22 July. By 4 August~ 
the strength in the B1J1J'il.UE sector had increa.sed to 4000, 
neoessitating the use of pack horses and carrying pa.rties to 
supplement the limited runounts of suppUefl that could be dropped, 
because of drop commitments in other areas ~ Air drop at 
Bj~AUE was disoontinued on 10 August when Highway 4 was opened 
to jeep traffic" During August, a force of 400, sent from. 
BJJIJ'AUE to DUCLIGAN by the 1st Infantry, and another 1st Infantry 
t~sk force at 1500 at HAPAO, were also partly supplied by air. 

On 25 July the 11th Infantry Regiment (PA) {reinf) 

under the control of the 6th DiVision, was committed near 

BUNHIAN, where no road net-existed and Supplies had to be hand­

carried from. MhRSAT GRlJIDE" located 25 miles to the east.. By 

28 July this unit was heavily engaged 1000 yards from Ml.YOYAO.. 

and could no longer bTirlg forward sufficient supplies from 

MA.:RSl...T GRANDE,!> nO'N 40 miles away.. Air supply was initiated 

27 July and continued every three days until 9 AugustJ; at whioh 


'time the 11th Infantry moved to BANAUE.. 

Dur:l.ng the period 3 July to. 15 August 

53 airdrops were made to supply troops whose stre 

7000 at the peak of air drop supply during t 

July and the first week of J~ugust.. F 

caused by dama..ge to, contuiners" 
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Total tonnage of supplies air dropped and recover­
ed during the period 6 July to 14 August were as follows: 

Tons Tons Tons %of. 
Requestqd Reoeived Lost Loss-

Rations 506 
Ammuni"l:;i on 215 
Signal Supplies 11 
Medical Supplies 2 

Totals m
* A~erage Loss~ 

Air drop areas should be oarefully selected and 
located well in rear of front lines to insure full recovery ot 
supplies dropped, Markings of drop areas should be changed fre­
quently to insure that the enemy will not be able to set up an 
air drop area within his own lines and receive the air drops 
through the use of U" S" markings" The use of varied celored 
smokes to mark drop areas proved to be very successful and does 
away with the need for ohanging panel markings frequently. 

b. Hand Carriers and Pack Animals 3 

In the area west' of KlhNGJJ:l.. a total of tvm batta­
lions were operatinG in rough, densely wooded terrain~ preolud­
ing the use of air drops. Civilian carriers were used in large 
nllmbers with excellent results. During the initial phases of 
operations hi KI.bJ."iGAN,. supplies were air dropped in a ccmttal 
location and hand-oarried to the front line units. Later, ~s 
roads beoame passable to KI~a~GAN, supplies were hauled in by 
truck to the hand-carry starting point. 

A peak total of 4000 troops were deployed in the 
Bll.NAUE sector, whioh rCiquired the use of civilian carriers to 
haul supplies into the area to supplement "chose dropped by air. 
l~ total of 500 carriers were employed to haul supplies 15 miles 
from GUROG to BJ~AUE, a two day trip due to the terrain, and'a 
trip in which only half of the carriers could carry suppliGs .. 
~mile the other half rested. 

(-".. 

,e) 

Carriers had been used prior to thif'j time in tt;e~,~r 
LUZON Campaign with only fair degree of sJ;;!b'UBt;" c~vill~, 
were reluotant to work in areaS where . ip1t~~ ,.~~".found,. 
but in the CJ,.GAYjil~ VALLEY c1vilians \'i'!o 13a..ui+t 'Ullder fire. 
This fact probably acoounts for the I 'rea't"lUticess the Division 
had in the e~ployment of civilian c .. iers in the latter part 
of the aampaigne 
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The Division found that owing to the large n~~ber 
of troops in the BLNAUE and I:IbJTGAN area, the co.'l1binod use 
of carriers available and air drops could not adequately supply 
the troops committed, and that other methods of supply had to 
be used to supplement those already in use. Pack horses filled 
this need", By 3 August the Division Civil Affairs Section 
had procured 98 horses and had turned over 68 of them to the 
1st Infantry and 30 to the 20th Infantryo lIeavy 
were availab~e in large quantities, but only 3 
saddles~ suitable for small FilipiX~Q ~ 
Cargo pack boards were found to bE¥[t~';,~ 
pack saddles" In addition to hirin:g~tfl. .. 
Affairs Section hired one ofviEan to take/oare of each horse',! 
Pack teams cons isting of 17-20 horses, -\Were oq;anized and an 
experienced soldier packmaster was placed in charge .. 

The success of the Division in employing pack 
trains indicates that plans for mountain operations should pro~ 
vide for an runple supply of pack horses~ 

c.. Evacuation,. 
, 

Evacuation was one of the most serious problems 
faced by the Divisiono When troops first reaohed the IBULAO 
RIVER-KliNGl...N area" all evacuation from forward positions was 

a long., difficult hand carryover prccil'itQus mountain 
trails., Air evacuation by L-5fS~ landing on the road just north 
of the IBULAO RIVER, was not feasible, since a safe airstrip 
could not be construoted in this rough terraino 

'Litter beare~s faced longer and more di.ff:i.cult 
carrics~ as the troops advanced deeper into the moul1tains~ 
trails became less distinct, and rains increased in intens 
and duration~ Ono of the most difficult carries was that from 
the Aii'l'IPOLO pc",ltion to KL~NGAN. The routes e.lthough only 
about 8 long, trayolod OVOl' tho top of a 3000 foot moun­
tain, passed through rioe paddy areas three to four feet under 
water, and crossed four large streams which were unfordable 
during rains. Tho trip normally requirod two days for 0. man 
walking in dry weather" In rainy woat.b.or .• tho'trip ofton took 
four days., Ca~ue.Itios were often hand-carried, 'not by enlisted-' 
medical personnel, (this back br0aking job would kill a."white~, ','" 
ll1@.nJ:, but by If'ugao natives" These brown,' nakeds;~xt~Q~5:' ' 
or more to a litter, carried c$_sualties out wiftt§:,,;;:, 
culty-" but more swiftly than could be . qy ,,_ (,ldiers .. 
Whore trails became narrow ledges on the , ~alL, nativas 
carri&d the litters on their heads with one',1:l:m;:.' each end" 
A sinble misstep would have sent the casu~\t~ hurtling down 
hundreds of feet to the f'loor of the canyon.. Howover, our 
casualties were evacuated without a sinGle loss. One seyere 
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entire op~ration" 

. 

"puncture wound of the chest l
! case :was carried 8 miles from 

the vicinity of ANTIPOLO to KI~~TGAN by tho litter bearers of 
a Collecting Company and civilians. The trip required 28 
men and eight hours of gruelling labor. When the hospital was 
roached tho oasualty was barely able to J?urmur, "Thank God and 
the Medics, we !llli.de it .. 11 

,"
/' 

In the inaccessible areas in which the 
found itself oper&ti~b; portable surgical hospit~~~ 
into the mountains f-md proved thBir wcig.h~1@'~n· "" 
00.06 in mountain fighting is ~ must, if ',~w.r\"o 
are to be givon a chance to live. ',1;.Jl , 

~-~ It:!. ' i'~ "~\ ~* ti1 ~1<~~" 
'1"""'1;'~ ii' 

OJ 

d. The Employment of W'~;as'~s..·: 

On 3 July, 12 weasels were received. by the Divi­
sion, 5 each of which were issued to the 1st Infantry and 63d 
LnfantrYI and B to 'the 6th Signal Company_ 

weasels were used to haul supplies and lay wire on 
soft slippery roads: but in spite of cautious employment and 
driving, at the end of one week of operation, more than half of 
the weasels were deadlined becaUSe of broken parts and worn out 
track suspension systems. In some places, weasels were immo~ 
bilize by mud so thick that the tracks lost all tracticn. Be­
CaUse of their inherent mechanioal weaknesses, the usc in the 
future of weasels in mountainous terrain is not rocommended. 

o. ~nemy Equtpment Salvage. 

Throughout the whole campaign, large quantities of 
captured supplies presented a problem. because the Division had 
only one section of a Qua.rtermaster Salvage Platoon attached. 
It was necessary to set a~;idc qu.artermaster transportation and 
personnel to collect and evacuate captured, equipment and sup... 
plies to rear collecting points. Because of the small size of 
the provisional salvage group 1 much of tho captured supplies 
could nbt be evacuated, but had to be destroyed to prevent re­
capture, souveniring and looting. Unit commanders are not able 
to carry on and supervise salvage operations Simultaneously 
with tactical operations c This work should be done by quali ­
fied teams atta.ched to a Division for an 

5. Personnel Matters. 

a. Casualties. ..~t~t;:. 
Battle casualties during the p~Tl'9tl (1 July to 

15 August) avoraged slightly over 8 per da.y;\~on-battle casual­
ties wore comparatively light. Living conditions in the upper 
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water was dralV:n 

located wa 
. 

CAGAYllJJ VALLEY and in the :nountains of IFUGl..0 PROVurCE were 
i'ar from desirable. Hovmve~';' by continued careful suporvision 
and strict enforcement of st..ni'bary me8.sures ~ illness was held 
to a tninimunl except in one isoletod inste-.ncc .. 

b~ Tho R8adjus~t Program and Moralo. 

Tho initiation of the Readjustment Prot;ra:m oon­

sUJled oonsidorable time cmd planning throughout the period. 

In Juae:. 8 oi1'1.0e":"5 and 105 enlisted men w(;;re relicwd f!"OFl . 

assignment :nth the Division; in July, 6 Qffic~r 


listed men; ,in August, 5 officers 

later in August; 600 ~dditional en 

from assignment; with tho Di1Tision 

l..djusted Rating Scores of 85 or hig 


Tllo morale of personnel of the Division was Ulli ­

formly excollent throughout the period. Initially, there was 
oonsiderable question and s.omedissatisfaotion [I....:lOn;; the men 
ooncerning the ROEtdjustmcnt Progrum. AS further information 
'Vie.s disseminated and all porsonnel oo.me to realize all the 
problems involved~ tho general outlook concerning the Readjust­

. ment Program bOQame 11lOre favor~.blo. 

o. Labor 

Because of poor condition of roads and the dis··· 
tanc0 involved, it vms necossury throughout July B.nd the first 
part of l...ugu;st to secure large n..unbers of native ~arriors to 
furnish supplies of rations and a:rnmunition to tho frOnt line 
units. From 1500 to aooo of th-:;s Q ls,borers were secured through 
the Dh-ision Cj.vLL l~ffairs Office" daily.. "UYhen the us G of car­
riors was insuf'fioie:r:t,:: Civil Affairs secured horsos which wore 
orgtmizoci. into pa\..k trains, To seoure this numb~r of animals, 
it was necossary "vO 001110 the entire o.rea" Local civil offi ­
oials assisted n'a'C€'rH) lly in. the :;:.rocuroment of labor c.nd pack 
carriers ~ 

6.. Medical 

As in pr.evious operations, 
wells sunk !lea!" the ban';;:s of stream$ and not fr;:)ID, 
thomselves.. Althcugh tL.e er.r.gineers 
c lose to forviB.rc1 troops 0.8 possible, han 
~~ . 

0.1. ven nocE;3sary. Troops were frequen 
the use of boiling and hs,la3011c ta ... '. '~ify wc.ter from 
sf)rings or strea.mse The restrictod"am9unt of water prGcluded 
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~dequate sterili7.ation of mess-kits in some instancbs. 

b. Insoct control: 

tlfosquitOGS of thE:; :tilnlmUS v(',ricty were 
found to bb breeding in large nun,bers along the ba!1ks of nearly 

/ 	
n.ll the streams in ar€ias occupiee by American troops.. Vfuenever 
feasible the banks of streams within two miles of hivouacs were 
sprayed weekly with 5% DDT in oil. 

Flies were 

trol measures afforded by 

the n~~erous enomy dead, 

t:i.on of bro0ding pl40es qu..icJt1y r 


.fully occupied torritory. 

effects of swarms of flies 


c. Comm~~icab10 Discases, 

The problem of supply &J:'ld evacuation in the :fIAPAO 
are&. produoed an excess i Yf.:,. numbs!' of diarrhee. oasos in ono b£.t ­
talion. Thero were several oontributory factors. Widely dis­
persed troops d0pended on air drops and petok trains for food 
;;md water. Food containers by air frequently burst. ex­
posing the food to contamination. Water was sufficient in many 
inst~~ces only for drinking and cooking~ and not for adequate 
ste:ri1~zation. FlieS 'lrrere thick.. Enemy action prevented th(: 
burial of numerous enemy dead'in close proximity of our 
troops. Ii Filipino battalion , .whose sc~nitation stc.ndl-.rds were 
poor, were fighting alongside the iJneric&n hattalion. Diarrhea 

dysentory rapidly increased in number to 178 in the one 
American bf:.lttalion in two weeks. This outbreak brought out 
forcibly how difficult it is to eliminate diarrhea in a forward 
area during combats once it has become thoroughly infected. 

Many cases of fever of ~determined origin were 
admitted to Division hospitals$ greater part of the 138 
cases of malaria adl':-.ittod betweon 1 July and 15 j~ugust being 
from troops in active combat. One causative factor was the 
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failure of troops in combat to the required suppressive 
dose of two atabrine tablets One succvssful m£thod 
used by several units in oombat.• was to adlninister 4 
daily, to r.!8.ke up for the periods of close contact 
not always possible to get atabrine to all mono 

7. Engineer. 

a. Landslides: 

The engineer problem and maintaining 



Highway 4 was complicated 8xcessivG landslides. These wore 
'Us'Uc,lly cleared in thG norr.al me.nner by dozing thG dGbris ovor 
the 6:.1.e of the road 8..."11. by :-estoring original grade and drain... 

• However; in numerous C!5.i.ses the ros.dbed itself hl..l.d slipped 
r:x'~vay from the mou..'1tain side.. In such cases, it was n(;Cess2.ry 
to blast out foundations~ crib up revetments, fu'1d fill in a new 
roadbed. To speed up the oPGrations~ it waS thc.t consid­
erable time was saved, in solid.rock~ by oonstruction of 
10w cribs, 2 or 3 feet tho previous road bod, end 4 or 
5 feot below. An initial narrow .fill was across. 
enabling Ught ~!0hic10s to cross the dip i1IJl1l(.;)dic.tely'l The ox­

was subsequently developed by a strong 
and filling to the farner leval: without 
tre.ffic. 

b. Maintenance o.f '0· 

A heavy dra.in on strength of the 6th 
Combat Battalion vms tho mainten.ance of Old Highway 4, a narrovr, 
orle-way~ hand-constructed I'm-.ct which had been a.bandoned several 
years previously.. The road had been surfaced wit.h hand plac(;.d 
stone und Was capable of carrying six tonloads~ Division 
tra.ffic resulted in quiok d&terioration o.f the roa.d. It was 

that hand labor to place rock and corduroy in worst 
placos was the only satisfactory mothod of ma.intenance. Trucks 
were limit6C to half-capacity loads ~ L continuouB pick a:t:J.d 
shovol ditching gang was neccss~ry to countoract the innumer­
o.b10 springs tnat bubbled e.nd in tho road bed. Much of 
thEi time, 'bNO conpanies t~nd 200 civiliWl laborers ViJ'ere thrown 
into the fight to keep Old opon". and even than it was 
out 60% o.f the time. 

In the rugGcc. mountainous area ,of operations, 
bridging the numerous rivers and was made doubly di.ffi.... 
cult by fluctua-cing flGW of Ymt€r, b9.nks~ and inaccessible 
by...passes.. Intermit-t;ent rai:n.B tra.nsfor"'ned dry 1!-'ashes into 
raging torrEirrts within an hour. order to keep a line of 
supp~y open behind the advance of infantry troops, bridg 
were im;provise~ from materials at hand. A destroyeq ;9:i?1 
to the rear provided a vE'.lua::;le of 12ft ste..n4<4'(;l,· f;! 

I beams I 16 feet long._ and 18 It stM 1 box girde;;:s;')\':~3 . t 
~se of i;h()se !t£nbers resulted in a 50% s avi -. . 
and l~~ber. In one case, these long b d 
stringers over a deep gorge". made on bridge, 
saved 2,000 board feet of lumber supplies to 
to the r..dvE;ncing infantry 24 hour These 
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salvaged steel members expec.ited work in five similar cross­
ings which would otherwise have been delayed until standard 
timbers could be brought up from supply depots far to the rear. 
At the IBULb.O RIVERJ the 6:i:lgi!lee:;:'s devised a unique solution. 
The river was approximately 300 feet wide and 3 to 4 feet 
deep, the ourrent was swiftI" and the river bed stre,'IIIl with 
boulders that made fording treaoherous. The area was soouted 
for ubulldoned JG.p trucks, whioh were dragged j nto the river 
to serve as bents" across which S by 12 timbers lIvere laid for 
a treadwayn Bulldozers maneuvell"ed the vehicles into positi.on 
and then heaped rocks and boulders around them, as anohor.s 
High water occaSionally rose ov~r the bridge for fot "­
hours, but repair crews easily replae,eq' . 
Shol't time.. This 8 ton bridge '" . 
to an Infantry Regiment plus 3 oops for 
several weeks f \L~til a Bailey b brought forward 
and constructed at this critica 
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FINIS 

The LUZON' Campaigr;. w~s over. For 219 SuccElssive days; 
from 9 ,January to 15 t 19Lj,5, trC'ops of the Division had been 
in combat. Landing in the uss8.ult rtt L1NGAYEN GULF 3 the 63d 1n­
fe.ntry (Corps Reserve) sav, hee.:vy fig;hting in the capture of ROS.t",'IIO, 
while tho rost of tho Division pnshEJd inland 3 and fout;ht thQ battle 
of the Cil.BARUl~J:J HIl,iS ~nd took ,lV[ulWZ whero the largest concentra­
tion of encount::;red i:cl the Pacific War was liquidated" 
After soi SAN JOSE. the to the CAG.t.Y1.N 
i8ion advanced to BJ~LER Bl~Y ffi1d DING1&hN BAY 
LUZOjJ. Moving swiftly doV'm the 
in U rapid advance retook the maj 
wl">3.1e the rest of the, Division lEW 
the hea-vily fortified SHDffiU 
Some of tho most sa',raga engagelnents of the Pacific Viar" 
Divisio11 left this e~rea: the center of ~Ghe LIllIE h,':td been 
shattered$ and its right anchQr lfiGt:l.kened" Jefter mopping 
up in BATil_AN and Zlu'vlBi-.LES Provinc8, the Division moved to thEl north 
up Highway 5 and reliev0d the 37th Infantry Diyision in the ARITl:..Q­

Bl~GAB,W arGa~ After Sei zing SALINLB-PINGKI1J."iJ and KLYAP1~ in 
succession;. the Division launchec the drive up Highway 4 which 
wound up t,he LUZON Campaign" 

In this o~mpaign~ the Division kill~d, 20,480 J~ps and 
tock 1,369 P1!iJ~s.. Frie:cldly losses Wore h€H:,:,vJ, battle cc.sue.. lties 
totalling 854 dead, 7 miss ~ Md 3~228 wounded. and injured", 
Troops attached to the Division durin2; the ce.mpdgn suffered an 
additional €2 dead and 288 wOlmded c,nd injured" The losses of 
the three Infantry Regiments of the Division .were u Iittle over 
$3% of the Division tot&lo Bb.ttle o&silalties by regtment were as 
fol101,~s : 

KIA V{IA IIA MIA DO'Tv 'IcO:::AL. 
1st Infantry 212 660 238 4 46 It 160 

20th Infantry 205 719 296 2. 46 

..6Sd Infantry 246 890 187 .... 

Totals 663 2,269 731 

The '<'las over. Qn.c assembly area;> 
the Division looked forward to an 6.0 ar,t in the Occupa.tion 
of J&pa.n~ and innn~diately began an ini~nt3ive rehabilitation pro­
gram. 
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